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FORE W ORD 

It is di fficult to explai n where "V~ u1mwnin is, because i t is nowhere near anyrN~l.ere a nyone h as 
ever t e·ard of. Hougl.i.ly r it lies on the 89th degree of long itude , h alf via.y between Fort Williarn 
and Hudso n Bay. It is not marked on any road map because no roads pass that wey. .h.CCess is by 
air, fr Qrn t he nearest town , S i oux Look out, some 225 miles to the s outh west. 

The population is Ojibway I Ddirrn with a spri nkling of non-Indians who are there as teachers, 
missionaries a r£ trad ers. There is also t h e transient group of govern~ent off i cials, pilots, 
and medical offic ers v1ho mak e t heir p eriodic visits. The I ndian peopl e themsel ves, although 
t he i r base is '~·; unnu.rni n , s p end cor:siderable time awa:y from t h e settleme nt on t h e t r ap li ne, or at 
the f ish camp ac cord i r..g t o the seas cn a nd the migration of g ame. 

The s c hool h as two cl ass r ooms vfith i'i fty children in Grades One to Ei ght, plus a small group of 
Ki Lderg arten children Viho att end h 2.J..f a day. rrheir home languag e is Oj ibway, but the languag e 
of the cl assroom i s Er.{~li sb,. ·;:h en t hey complete Grade Ei ght, and if their parents are i n 
agr eem ent , they t r ansfer t o larE:; er settlements such as the La.lc ehead, Sioux Lookout, and various 
tov.T...s and vill ar=-:: e s i n s ou t h ern Ontario . There they board in private homes while t hey a t tend 
pr ovi=c ial hi g t schools . 

~::..lt bough t h e children must ultimately learn about the outside world, t he teachers have 
encour &sed t he~:1 to e:i..-plore t heir ow::1 v;orld first. ·Over the past year, the teachers and pupils 
have corr.p iled t he follov~i.ng material t a.l-( en from their daily vv-ork. In their own words, the 
chi l dreL i ~trccuc e you. t o t hei r settl ement. 

l..I . Young 
Indian •. ~f'airs 

Toronto, :Nov., 1968 



OD 0 



SPRI~~G IS COMit,~G 

s-pring is c om ing no w. The people don't not go 
to trapping. The chi I dren are not s I i ding down 
the hi ll . It getting wormer. The snow is melt. 
We hod rain too. The ice is break up. Some 
geese ore coming . The flowers are gr ow. We 
don ' t hove to wear ski jacket and boots. Some 
animals is coming too. 

- Katie Beardy 

It 's ge tting to spring. It's not spring yet. 
The ice is getting to break. It's not break yet . 
I don't know when it is spring come, or May or 
June or J u I y • ~J hen s p r i n g i s come we are g,o i n g 
to be hot. We go trapping. We go swimming to o. 
Every coy it is worm and sunny. Sometimes it is 
rain one! Vv~ inded. 

- Victoria Sturgeon 



Spring is c~ming; the su n is shining. Th e snow 
is get ting melt. The water is alI around the 
school . We like spring be.cause we see all kinds 
of birds coming up north. We s·ee ducks, geeses 
and goose up in the sky. We I ike the way they 
f I y • · . We hear them m ak i n g a I I k i n d s o f no i s e at 
night. We I ike flowers start growing and birds 
start singing and leaves change colours. We 
like spring best of all. 

- tlda Beardy 

Spring is coming; the snow is melt. There is 
Jots water in grou·nd. The· bird is coming bock. 
Spring is coming ready for a summer. Spring is 
coming; it is be a nice day. All chi I dren , are 
happy when spring is coming. I can see ground. 

- Zacharias 
Momakeva 



j~ hen c 0 me s t he s p r .i n g t i me ' s 0 me b i r d s t 0 f .l y t 0 

North. When the springtime they come aJ I bird 
to fly anywhere. When the springtiffie, the 
people go to trapping to killed the beaver·s and 
mink. Some people they are to trapped the 
animals to killed some to eat. They ore many 
people going to trap the some animals to kif I. 
Some the men to trap the animals to kill the 
mink an~ beaver. They are many to fishing to 
cauoht the fish some to eat. 

- Simon 

The spring is coming; the snow is melt. Some 
day the ice broken up to see water swimming on 
the lake. The storekeeper · ploy \Noterskis in the 
springtime. The geese is come in the spring. 
Some geese shot down the sky to k iII to be eat. 
The geese on~ the duck fly in the sky and some 
people kill the duck. 

- Luke MacKay 



~J e I ike t 0 s ee a sprin g ti me an d the tree vvere 
grow up an~ le av e s ~ The i ce were freeze on the 
I oke one th e y were chang e th e ice to I ake 8 

Today the sun shiny ; the s no w were freeze up end 
the ooose and kinds of duck s we re come. In 

'-· 

spring when t he i ce go , some of ravens were 
come* In spring time th ey are fly around the 
vi I I oge to eat som e thin g . The geese were come 
on~ fl y maybe this month or next montho The 
~en were shoo t the geese one the ducks. Some of 
the qo ose wer--e ki l l ed when they fl y aro und . My 
fa ther shoot the goose and the duck . The ·gun 
s o y '' 8 a n g '' a n c '' B a n g '' . My. f at he r k i I I i n g s om e 
t h i no when he see the kind of duc ks and coose . .._, 

- Annie Gl iddy 



In the sprin gtime some of the birds are coming. 
I sew a raven and sea oull. I like when it's 

._; 

brea k-up to shot ducks on~ loons. Soon the wild 
geese wi II fly to the North. Last spring I was 
troppino on~ I was sitting in the bush with the 
9un. My grandfather was going over where he saw 
the oeese swim~ino and I hear the shot. Soon I 

' ~ 

hear the goose is coming into where I am sitting. 
It was so close. - I wasn't put bullet on it. 
Then I didn't get shot goose. 

Soon we use the canoes for shoot ina the ducks ......, 

·and loons. We just · I ive in the tent. · Jt so 
windy ond sooh the ice \Nos .break. I was s I eep i n~1 
at ni~ht one in midnight I was a I ittle wa~e · up 
one I hear the ow I. In the morn .i ng I was wake 
up and l stortina to ~ake 6 fire an~ I saw the 

I - · 

ducks one lo ons are swimming in the lake. Then 
vv e 9 o f o r c on o e r i de t o go s e e t he t r a p s w h ·at 
can caught. I go to . see my traps and I saw the 
~uskrot lying down under the water. 

cont. 



On Wednesday afternoon we wqnt to go back in 
Wunnumin. When we starting to come home and 
s om e. o f t he I a k e s a r e no t b r e a k y e t . T he n s om e 
ti~e we using dog teams. The ice -wasn't very 
strong. On Wednesday evening we sleep in one 
island. Just we use one each blankets - t _hat 
oil we use to sfee-o in the nioht. Then we 

I .._.. 

cooked the loon to have a supper . 
. On Thursday morning we are ready to go home. 

Then on lunch time we get on Wunnumin. _And I 
wasn't go to schoo I ~·~en I was get back. . I was 
·very · so tired. · 





~ ,,• 

The 9,..e.en lnttelu"r.e, <!..tttsh ' dOWf1, 



THE AIRPL-ANE CRASH 
-------------------~--~--

The qreen machine crash. down. Henry and Kan ito 
'N os . i n the p I one . A i r p I an e i s not break to-o 
much, just legs - and propel_ler. Everybody was 
s c o r e d • T h e p r o p e I I e r 'N a s b e n t . S k i s a r e b r e a k. 

The airplane crash on the ice. He broken his 
iegs and propeller. The propeller was bent. 
So rr1 eon e _i n a i r p I an e , one I i t t I e g i r I , and ·Henry . 
Little oirl nome is Kanito. Kanita did not 
hurt ond Henry. Everybody saw a airplane crash 
on the ice. Everyone scared an~ screamed~ . 

Everyone is not happy. There's water on the ice 
when Henry crash in to. 



The airplane crash on t -he ice. Henry and Kanita 
a r' e i n the a i r p I an e • The g r e~e n ·mach i n e i s break 
They were bent the· prope I I er. I am scared when 
Henry · crash. They were break the leg. t(anita 
is not hurt and Henry is not hurt too. 

The airplane wasn't crash at all. ·Henry wasn't 
hurt at all and the I ittle girl didn't hurt too. 
The s k i s b r o k e o n the · I e f t · an d p_ r o p e I I e r j us t 
bent. The ~achine didn't break. Sn the men 
pu I I the to i I at the end of the part and turn it 
around. It was a I I fixed and Henry . went away 
and fly. The teacher was scared and some of the 
people. 
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HOW WE CATCH ANIMALS ... _._.._, _______________ ~_.~------

We use traps and wires to catch ani ~ als. First 
of o If we get the w i r·e from the store. ~~e buy 
two · or three ro II s of wires. Then we go to the 
wood to set our traps. We use wires to catch 
beavers too. That way we could earn money. We 
se I I the furs at the store. 
To catch o mink an easy way we use steel traps. 
There i s a ·c h a i n to i t . We co u I d stuck a p o I e 
to the end of a chain. 
Trapping bear once was hard work. They dug a 
hole in the ground. They _ cover the hole with 
sticks en~ teoves. That way they catch a bear. 
T h e y d o t h a t n o 11 o r e • T h e y j u s t · s h o o t a b e a r 

. . 
when they see one. 



MOOSE 

~Je can kif I moose with guns . Sammy carl k i I I 

with his sho t gun an d he br in g him home to eat 
him. He take the skin off the moose. He take 
the moose meat too. 

- Lawrence Gordon 

MUSr<RAT _ _. _____ _ 

Muskrat · five in the ·round ··house. We can trap 
and shoot the muskrat. When we k iII the muskrat 
we are happy. We eat the muskrat. 

- Matthew 



The boys hunts birds. We saw birds in the trees 
The birds ore big. We see more birds. One boy 
has a gun. 

The fish is un~er the water. The mother and 
ro 

1 
I • ,.... " " j • s h t s • f • s h s "he rorrer go1ng i1Sn1ng. ego IX 1 • 

eats all fish. The fish ofroi( to catch when 
she dead. 



SQUIRRELS 
-~---~--~ 

The squirrels ore brown. The squirrels walk 
on the snow and the fathers set the trap. Some 
fathers shoot the squirrels. Some fathers and 
the other people have a snare. 

BEAVER 

Kathleen Semple 
Mary Agnees 

-------- -

om . going hunting with my father. My father 
catch the beaver with a snare. The beaver is 
brown one b I ack to i I • Some beaver are I itt I e. 
I \Nant to ·eat beaver when I catch. 

- uorcas 





·~-~-. OIIIRI!!!r>!.c*'7',._-..., ... ,~.·,r liM1~ 
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HOW WE BUILG A HOUSE 
-------------~-- .-. ..... -. .... .._, 

We hove to wor k wi th a na i Is and hammers and 
loos and axes and saws. The mans wor k the house 
to bu i ld the people to I ive . The one house 
build seven men work . . The minis t e r build a 
house to I i ve. ~verybody work the house. He 
make o moneys: 

- Luke McKoy 

THE TRACTOR 
-------~--~-

When t was out playing i~ the evening, Alec and 
his brother just come with the ski-doo. Alec 
on r Lawrence and Luke were in the sawmi II '. 
Th ey srna.sh the trees down . . The man got ·1 ots of 
brown things on his chin, and th e girls t h ink 
that was funny. 



SCHOOL ______ ..., __ 

When we are oo i no to schoo I we I earn s_om f thing 
'-" ._) 

about it. The teacher talks something. Tne 
chi 1 Cren I earn something. When the chi I ' ren a I I 

,-, 

comi·no in school some kids learn to spe o . ~orne 
c h ild~en will not talk when the teacher -e I 

sornethino. 
~ 

-Cecilia 

Our teacher works hard because the other teacher 
is sick. She have to teach in junior, senior, 
and kinderaarten downstai~s. She have a lots of 

·-·' 
work to do when Mr. Scriver is not here. We 
hove to I earn hard in our schoo I. We have · to do 
hard as we con do. We don't come to school when 
we ore sick. We have to phone to teachers. We 
have three children miss ina in our classroom . 

._) 



iVA '" f I V 

~ oc was fasted far away. That dog was Dan's 
dog. Mac was lasted two days. Everybody thinks 
Mac was dead. l f so ~rteone found Mac he w iII get 
~rf 
'-''!-"• 

Don 
a f"l n --._ 

\NOS so happy when Mac was found. The _boys 
girls were happy. We do not know who found 

- ivi ade I a i n·e 



CHRISTMAS 

At Christmas is donee. The snow fat Is down. At 
Christmas is hoi idoy. I I ike Christmas tree. 
The boys and girls hove presents. The school is 
decorated with paper. Santa donees with one 
a i r I • C h r i s t m a s i s S -a n t a . : 
,_,, -

At Christmas .is a party. Santa is kissing the 
oirls. I I ike the dances and Christmas . ._, 

- Bessie 
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