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‘(official	denial)	trade	value	in	progress’		
An ongoing dialogic project activated collaboratively 

 by Leah Decter and Jaimie Isaac 
 
 

Call for Sewing Action Hosts   
Vancouver: May 2nd-9th, 2014 

 
 

In June of 2008, Prime Minister Stephan Harper issued an official “Statement of apology 
to former students of Indian Residential Schools.” In September of 2009, he delivered a 

speech at the G20 in which he stated in reference to Canada that, “we also have no 
history of Colonialism.”  

 
‘(official denial) trade value in progress’ appropriates the latter statement as a 

springboard for critical exchange. A set of books and a textile piece made up of a 
composite of Hudson Bay blankets with this statement machine-sewn  

in the centre act as a platform for response and dialogue. 
 

 
 
 

The project invites people to respond to Stephen Harper’s statement of denial.  When 
the project is presented in public people can contribute their response to the project 
book.  In Sewing Actions participants hand-sew collected responses onto the 

blanket and can also contribute a response to the books. 

For info on hosting a Sewing Action go to: 
http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/how_to_participate.html or email 

Krista.McCracken@algomau.ca, leahdecter@gmail.com, Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com 

 



Financial assistance provided by the Manitoba Arts Council, 

the City of Winnipeg through the Winnipeg Arts Council and the Shingwauk Residential Schools Centre 

 

 

An ongoing dialogic project initiated by artist Leah Decter,  
curated by Jaimie Isaac and activated collaboratively. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
In June of 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper issued an official “Statement of Apology 

to former students of Indian Residential Schools.” In September of 2009 at the G20 
Summit in Pittsburg he stated publicly in reference to Canada that, “we also have no 
history of Colonialism”.  
 

(official denial) trade value in progress appropriates the latter statement as a 
springboard for critical exchange. A composite of Hudson Bay Blankets with this 
statement machine-sewn at its center acts as a platform for dialogue about 

contemporary conditions of settler colonialism, processes of decolonization and acts of 
reconciliation in Canada. Affirming that it is imperative for both Aboriginal and non-

Aboriginal people to be involved in these processes the project invites Canadians to 
respond to Harper’s G20 statement.  
 

Wherever the project is presented people can contribute their response to the project 

book.  In Sewing Actions participants hand-sew collected responses onto the blanket 
and can also contribute a response for participants in future Sewing Actions participants 
to choose from.  
 

 
 

For more information about this project go to the project website: 
http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/home.html or email  

krista.mccracken@algomau.ca leahdecter@gmail.com or Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com 
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http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/home.html
mailto:krista.mccracken@algomau.ca
mailto:leahdecter@gmail.com
mailto:Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com


Financial assistance provided by the Manitoba Arts Council, the City of Winnipeg through  
the Winnipeg Arts Council, and the Shingwauk Residential Schools Centre  

 

 
An ongoing dialogic project initiated by artist Leah Decter,  

curated by Jaimie Isaac and activated collaboratively. 
 

 

Sewing Action &  
Response Collection 
 

Port Alberni Gym 
3555 4th Avenue, Port Alberni 

 
May 14th 3:30pm – 8:00pm 

 
 
 
 

In June of 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper issued an official “Statement of 
Apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools.” In September of 2009 
at the G20 Summit in Pittsburg he stated publicly in reference to Canada that, 
“we also have no history of Colonialism”.  
 
(official denial) trade value in progress appropriates the latter statement as 
a springboard for critical exchange. A composite of Hudson Bay Blankets with this 
statement machine-sewn at its center acts as a platform for dialogue about 
contemporary conditions of settler colonialism, processes of decolonization and 
acts of reconciliation in Canada. Affirming that it is imperative for both Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people to be involved in these processes the project invites 
Canadians to respond to Harper’s G20 statement. 
 
Wherever the project is presented people can contribute their response to the 
project book.  In Sewing Actions participants hand-sew collected responses 
onto the blanket and can also contribute a response for participants in future 
Sewing Actions participants to choose from.  
 
 
 

For more information about this project go to the project 
website:�http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/home.html  
or email leahdecter@gmail.com or Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com�� 
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An ongoing dialogic project initiated by artist Leah Decter,  

curated by Jaimie Isaac and activated collaboratively. 
 

 

Sewing Action &  
Response Collection 
 

Arts Centre at Cedar Hill  
3220 Cedar Hill Road, Victoria 

 
May 11th 11:00am – 3:00pm 

 
 
 
 

In June of 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper issued an official “Statement of 
Apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools.” In September of 2009 
at the G20 Summit in Pittsburg he stated publicly in reference to Canada that, 
“we also have no history of Colonialism”.  
 
(official denial) trade value in progress appropriates the latter statement as 
a springboard for critical exchange. A composite of Hudson Bay Blankets with this 
statement machine-sewn at its center acts as a platform for dialogue about 
contemporary conditions of settler colonialism, processes of decolonization and 
acts of reconciliation in Canada. Affirming that it is imperative for both Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people to be involved in these processes the project invites 
Canadians to respond to Harper’s G20 statement. 
 
Wherever the project is presented people can contribute their response to the 
project book.  In Sewing Actions participants hand-sew collected responses 
onto the blanket and can also contribute a response for participants in future 
Sewing Actions participants to choose from.  
 
 
 

For more information about this project go to the project 
website:�http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/home.html  
or email leahdecter@gmail.com or Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com�� 
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An ongoing dialogic project initiated by artist Leah Decter,  

curated by Jaimie Isaac and activated collaboratively. 
 

 

Sewing Action &  
Response Collection 
 

Comox Valley Art Gallery 
580 Duncan Ave, Courtenay 

 
May 13th 4:00pm – 7:00pm 

 
 
 
 

In June of 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper issued an official “Statement of 
Apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools.” In September of 2009 
at the G20 Summit in Pittsburg he stated publicly in reference to Canada that, 
“we also have no history of Colonialism”.  
 
(official denial) trade value in progress appropriates the latter statement as 
a springboard for critical exchange. A composite of Hudson Bay Blankets with this 
statement machine-sewn at its center acts as a platform for dialogue about 
contemporary conditions of settler colonialism, processes of decolonization and 
acts of reconciliation in Canada. Affirming that it is imperative for both Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people to be involved in these processes the project invites 
Canadians to respond to Harper’s G20 statement. 
 
Wherever the project is presented people can contribute their response to the 
project book.  In Sewing Actions participants hand-sew collected responses 
onto the blanket and can also contribute a response for participants in future 
Sewing Actions participants to choose from.  
 
 
 

For more information about this project go to the project 
website:�http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/home.html  
or email leahdecter@gmail.com or Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com�� 
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An ongoing dialogic project initiated by artist Leah Decter,  

curated by Jaimie Isaac and activated collaboratively. 
 

 

Sewing Action &  
Response Collection 
 

Downtown Eastside Women’s 
Centre 

302 Columbia St, Vancouver 
 

May 9th 3:30pm – 8:00pm 
 

 
 
 

In June of 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper issued an official “Statement of 
Apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools.” In September of 2009 
at the G20 Summit in Pittsburg he stated publicly in reference to Canada that, 
“we also have no history of Colonialism”.  
 
(official denial) trade value in progress appropriates the latter statement as 
a springboard for critical exchange. A composite of Hudson Bay Blankets with this 
statement machine-sewn at its center acts as a platform for dialogue about 
contemporary conditions of settler colonialism, processes of decolonization and 
acts of reconciliation in Canada. Affirming that it is imperative for both Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people to be involved in these processes the project invites 
Canadians to respond to Harper’s G20 statement. 
 
Wherever the project is presented people can contribute their response to the 
project book.  In Sewing Actions participants hand-sew collected responses 
onto the blanket and can also contribute a response for participants in future 
Sewing Actions participants to choose from.  
 
 
 

For more information about this project go to the project 
website:�http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/home.html  
or email leahdecter@gmail.com or Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com�� 
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An ongoing dialogic project initiated by artist Leah Decter,  

curated by Jaimie Isaac and activated collaboratively. 
 

 

Sewing Action &  
Response Collection 
 

Tillicum Lelum Aboriginal Health 
Centre 

May 12, 2014 10:00am-12:30pm 
 
 

 
Space is limited. To register for this FREE event call the Health Centre at 
250-753-6578.  Snacks and child minding are available.  Transportation 

to the event is not included. 
  
 
 

In June of 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper issued an official “Statement of 
Apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools.” In September of 2009 
at the G20 Summit in Pittsburg he stated publicly in reference to Canada that, 
“we also have no history of Colonialism”.  
 
(official denial) trade value in progress appropriates the latter statement as 
a springboard for critical exchange. A composite of Hudson Bay Blankets with this 
statement machine-sewn at its center acts as a platform for dialogue about 
contemporary conditions of settler colonialism, processes of decolonization and 
acts of reconciliation in Canada.  
 
Wherever the project is presented people can contribute their response to the 
project book.  In Sewing Actions participants hand-sew collected responses 
onto the blanket and can also contribute a response for participants in future 
Sewing Actions participants to choose from.  
 
 

For more information about this project go to the project 
website:�http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/home.html  
or email leahdecter@gmail.com or Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com�� 
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An ongoing dialogic project initiated by artist Leah Decter,  

curated by Jaimie Isaac and activated collaboratively. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In June of 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper issued an official “Statement of Apology 
to former students of Indian Residential Schools.” In September of 2009 at the G20 
Summit in Pittsburg he stated publicly in reference to Canada that, “we also have no 
history of Colonialism”.  
 

(official denial) trade value in progress appropriates the latter statement as a 
springboard for critical exchange. A composite of Hudson Bay Blankets with this 
statement machine-sewn at its center acts as a platform for dialogue about 
contemporary conditions of settler colonialism, processes of decolonization and acts of 
reconciliation in Canada. Affirming that it is imperative for both Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal people to be involved in these processes the project invites Canadians to 
respond to Harper’s G20 statement.  
 

Wherever the project is presented people can contribute their response to the project 
book.  In Sewing Actions participants hand-sew collected responses onto the blanket 
and can also contribute a response for participants in future Sewing Actions participants 
to choose from.  
 

 
 

For more information about this project go to the project 
website: http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/home.html or email 

leahdecter@gmail.com or Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com   
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An ongoing dialogic project initiated by artist Leah Decter,  

curated by Jaimie Isaac and activated collaboratively. 
 

 

Sewing Action &  
Response Collection 
 

Thursday May 8, 11am-3pm 

Aboriginal Gathering Place, 
Emily Carr University 
 
 

All welcome! 
 

  
In June of 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper issued an official “Statement of 
Apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools.” In September of 2009 
at the G20 Summit in Pittsburg he stated publicly in reference to Canada that, 
“we also have no history of Colonialism”.  
 
 
(official denial) trade value in progress appropriates the latter statement as 
a springboard for critical exchange. A composite of Hudson Bay Blankets with this 
statement machine-sewn at its center acts as a platform for dialogue about 
contemporary conditions of settler colonialism, processes of decolonization and 
acts of reconciliation in Canada. Affirming that it is imperative for both Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people to be involved in these processes the project invites 
Canadians to respond to Harper’s G20 statement.  
 
 
Wherever the project is presented people can contribute their response to the 
project book.  In Sewing Actions participants hand-sew collected responses 
onto the blanket and can also contribute a response for participants in future 
Sewing Actions participants to choose from.  
 

 
For more information about this project go to the project 

website:�http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/home.html  
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or email leahdecter@gmail.com or Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com�� 
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through the Winnipeg Arts Council and Shingwauk Residential Schools Centre  

 

 
An ongoing dialogic project initiated by artist Leah Decter,  

curated by Jaimie Isaac and activated collaboratively. 
 

 

Sewing Action &  
Response Collection 
 
Date:  
 
Location: 
 
 
All welcome! 
 
  

In June of 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper issued an official “Statement of 
Apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools.” In September of 2009 
at the G20 Summit in Pittsburg he stated publicly in reference to Canada that, 
“we also have no history of Colonialism”.  
 
 
(official denial) trade value in progress appropriates the latter statement as 
a springboard for critical exchange. A composite of Hudson Bay Blankets with this 
statement machine-sewn at its center acts as a platform for dialogue about 
contemporary conditions of settler colonialism, processes of decolonization and 
acts of reconciliation in Canada. Affirming that it is imperative for both Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people to be involved in these processes the project invites 
Canadians to respond to Harper’s G20 statement.  
 
 
Wherever the project is presented people can contribute their response to the 
project book.  In Sewing Actions participants hand-sew collected responses 
onto the blanket and can also contribute a response for participants in future 
Sewing Actions participants to choose from.  
 

 
For more information about this project go to the project 

website:�http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/home.html  
or email leahdecter@gmail.com or Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com�� 

 

(official denial) trade value in progress



Financial assistance provided by the Manitoba Arts Council, the City of Winnipeg  
through the Winnipeg Arts Council and Shingwauk Residential Schools Centre  

 

 
An ongoing dialogic project initiated by artist Leah Decter,  

curated by Jaimie Isaac and activated collaboratively. 
 

 

Sewing Action &  
Response Collection 
 

Thursday May 8, 11am-3pm 

Aboriginal Gathering Place, 
Emily Carr University 
 
 

All welcome! 
 

  
In June of 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper issued an official “Statement of 
Apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools.” In September of 2009 
at the G20 Summit in Pittsburg he stated publicly in reference to Canada that, 
“we also have no history of Colonialism”.  
 
 
(official denial) trade value in progress appropriates the latter statement as 
a springboard for critical exchange. A composite of Hudson Bay Blankets with this 
statement machine-sewn at its center acts as a platform for dialogue about 
contemporary conditions of settler colonialism, processes of decolonization and 
acts of reconciliation in Canada. Affirming that it is imperative for both Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people to be involved in these processes the project invites 
Canadians to respond to Harper’s G20 statement.  
 
 
Wherever the project is presented people can contribute their response to the 
project book.  In Sewing Actions participants hand-sew collected responses 
onto the blanket and can also contribute a response for participants in future 
Sewing Actions participants to choose from.  
 

 
For more information about this project go to the project 

website:�http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/home.html  

 

(official denial) trade value in progress



Financial assistance provided by the Manitoba Arts Council, the City of Winnipeg  
through the Winnipeg Arts Council and Shingwauk Residential Schools Centre  

 

or email leahdecter@gmail.com or Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com�� 



Financial assistance provided by the Manitoba Arts Council, the City of Winnipeg through  
the Winnipeg Arts Council, and the Shingwauk Residential Schools Centre  

 

 
An ongoing dialogic project activated collaboratively  

by Leah Decter and  Jaimie Isaac  
 

 

Sewing Action &  
Response Collection 
 

Saturday, March 29, 1-4 pm 
TRC, Salon 9 
Shaw Convention Centre 
 
All welcome! 

 
  

In June of 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper issued an official “Statement of 
Apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools.” In September of 2009 
at the G20 Summit in Pittsburg he stated publicly in reference to Canada that, 
“we also have no history of Colonialism”.  
 
(official denial) trade value in progress appropriates the latter statement as 
a springboard for critical exchange. A composite of Hudson Bay Blankets with this 
statement machine-sewn at its center acts as a platform for dialogue about 
contemporary conditions of settler colonialism, processes of decolonization and 
acts of reconciliation in Canada. Affirming that it is imperative for both Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people to be involved in these processes the project invites 
Canadians to respond to Harper’s G20 statement.  
 
Wherever the project is presented people can contribute their response to the 
project book.  In Sewing Actions participants hand-sew collected responses 
onto the blanket and can also contribute a response for participants in future 
Sewing Actions participants to choose from.  
 
 
 

For more information about this project go to the project 
website:�http://www.leahdecter.com/official_denial/home.html  
or email leahdecter@gmail.com or Isaac.jaimie@gmail.com�� 

 

(official denial) trade value in progress


	call fro hosts vaNCOUVER 2014
	OfficialDenialPoster
	PosterAlberni
	PosterCACGV
	PosterComox
	PosterDewc
	PosterTillicum
	Project info2013
	Project info2014 (2)
	Project info2014
	ProjectCarr
	TRC Ed 2014 poster

