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Woodland Cultural Centre

184 Mohawk Street

P. O. Box 1506

Brantford, Ontario N3T 5V6

October, 2009

Nyawenha Skanon (‘thankful you are well’),


This package contains materials and information regarding a contemporary art exhibit of new works by R. Gary Miller-Lahiaaks (Mohawk), that commemorate and express his experience of growing up in an Indian residential school in Canada. The title of the exhibition is MUSH HOLE REMEMBERED.  The exhibit originally opened in October 2008 at the Woodland Cultural Centre in Brantford, Ontario, where it broke all previous attendance records.  The curator of the exhibit is Neal Keating. At present there is no other exhibit in the US or Canada like this one.  While several other exhibits about Indian residential schools have been produced in North America, these are all archive-centered, historical exhibits.  MUSH HOLE REMEMBERED is a contemporary exhibit using contemporary art to convey a living artist’s direct and subjective sense of the Indian residential school experience, emerging from the inside out.  Miller was put into the Mohawk Institute Residential School in 1952, and remained there until 1964. The exhibit tells the truth of what happened inside the school, not in the distant past, but in the lived present.  The exhibit includes over 40 works by Miller, a 36 minute documentary video by the curator, and requires ca. 300’ running of secure gallery wall space.  As the curator of MUSH HOLE REMEMBERED, I would like to work with you to bring this exhibition to your institution.   

 
To that end I am providing you with the following information about the exhibit:

1) object list, with media and dimensions (hard copy provided, and also on CD)

2) visual reference list (hard copy provided, and also on CD)

3) powerpoint slideshow of the exhibit (on CD only)

4) individual repros of most of the artworks in the exhibit (in folder on CD only)

5) related statements by artist and curator (hard copy provided, and also on CD).

6) a bio of the artist.

7) copy of the original flyer (hard copy provided, and also on CD)


The Woodland Cultural Centre is the institution through which the exhibit was originally produced, and the loan of the exhibit is made possible through the Woodland Cultural Centre.  Should you wish to borrow the exhibit, there are several minimal requirements that must be met.  These include a CAN$5,000 rental fee that is payable to the Woodland Cultural Centre, shipping, and insurance.  The length of the loan is negotiable, but we ask that the exhibit run for a minimum of 8 weeks at your institution.  I am happy to provide you with any other information that would be of use to you in your consideration of this exhibit.  Should you wish to proceed, I will arrange for a formal contract to be prepared.  Please feel free to contact me or Judy Harris at your convenience.   Thank you.

Best Regards,

Neal Keating

Contact info:

Neal Keating

Curator, MUSH HOLE REMEMBERED

Asst. Professor, Dept. of Anthropology

SUNY College at Brockport

Brockport, NY  14420

nkeating@brockport.edu
585.395.5707

Judy Harris, A/Director

Woodland Cultural Centre Museum

184 Mohawk Street

P. O. Box 1506

Brantford, Ontario N3T 5V6
museum@woodland-centre.on.ca
519.759.2650 (x244)

