
~aint ~mbro~t ~nglitan 

~burtb 

DearHany: 

Box 70 Baysvi1le, Ont. POB lAO 
May 5,1997 

I have misplaced the address for infonnation from the archives, but I do remember 
that you are directly involved and so I am taking the liberty of writing to your home address. 

My reason for writing at this time is to procure information regarding the history of st. 
Ambrose Anglican Church here at Baysvi1le, Ont., my parish church. We are celebrating 100 years in 
1998 and we are beginning make some plans, one of which is the history. Another request is the 
availability of pictures of our clergy and of the bishops through the years. I will enclose a list I have 
assembled. Finances may not pemrit me to do a collage of the bishops, so I would like to concentrate 
first on the clergy who have served here. I am shopping for frames about 8" wide by about 29" long 
to hold 4" by 6" picture or maybe 3" by 5" perhaps 5 to a frame. All this is guesswork until I know 
if I can get the pictures. Some will be available from our parishioners. Is there material in the 
archives about St. Ambrose which we could use in our history account? 

I appreciate your assistance in this regard and suggest you put this letter in your 
pending file until after the synod! I, too, am busy with the annual ACW meeting taking place in 
North Bay during the last week of May, 80 I will not be expecting to hear from you for a few weeks. 

Thank you, 

Shirley Burtou, 



PRIESTS WHO HAVE SERVED LAKE OF BAYS ANGLICAN PARISH 
INCLUDING BAYSVlLLE, DORSET, PORT CUNNINGTON (FOX POINT) 

Reverend Canon A.. W. Hazlehurst 1895-1927 

Reverend R.C. Warder 1927-1934 

Reverend W. Ruthford Tindle 1934-1938 

Reverend Canon Banks 1938-1940 

S.S.J.E. Cowley Fathers 1940-1955 

Reverend Roy H. Nixon 1955-1959 

Reverend Tom James 1959-1963 

Reverend Francom 1963-1967 

Reverend Robert Lumley 1967-1973 

Reverend Jonathan Patrick Earle 1973-1975 

Reverend Murray Bradford 1975-1983 

Reverend Ray Porth 1983-1989 

Reverend Michael Cottrell 1989-1993 

Reverend Thomas Cunningham 1994 



----
Prayer to Begin the Year 

Mary Ellen Cohn 

Introduction 
Le'ader: September is a time of transition, a 
time to shift gears. More than a change of sea
son, it is a time to shift energy. A time of begin
nings. Summer, no matter how busy, brings a 
sense of stopping, of taking rest, of vacation, of 
recreation. Retlect for a moment on where or 
v,'hat in your surruner called you to that sense of 
rest, of stopping. It may be a lake, the ocean, a 
mountain stream, a pool, a forest, a park, a tity, 
a campground. For a moment, think how that 
n~ne\ved you. 

(Pause! for reflection) 

Lcader: 0 good and gracious Cod, the goodness 
of your creation surrounds us. Help us to see and 
appreciate the wonders of your creation. Help 
us to ~ppreciate the value of Tcst as we listen to 
an account of your creation. 

Reading: 

LUK~'. q; I-G> 
All: Thanks be to Cod. 

\n ~rou..f' s 0 ~ 3 o~ "+ 
Shore. who.t u>ord.. phr<1se.. 
or -1\-.o .... ~ht stri\r..E:~ '10 ..... 
-\-Od.CI'j \~ '""'$ re ... dl~ 

Ps~\ ....... : lOS '*' 
Intercessions: 
Leader: Creation. Renewal. Re-creation. Re
freshing. Returning. Starting again. September. 
Just as that place or event called us to rest, to be 
refreshed, the Spirit of Cod calls us to a new 
season, full of energy, full of creative ministry, 
full of new beginnings. We turn to our Cod, the 
creator who saw that everything created was 
good, and then rested, and we pray together, 

Lord, refresh our ministry. 

Leader: In grateful praise for the places and 
spaces of swnmer that call us to be rested and re
freshed, we pray, 

All: Lord, refresh our ministry. 

Leader: In grateful praise for the beauty and 
goodnec:....s of your creation, we pray, 

All: Lord, refresh our ministry 

Leader: In thanksgiving for the persons who 
graced our summer, we pray, 

All: Lord, refresh our ministry. 

Leader: For a season of energetic beginnings, we 
pray, 

All: Lord, refresh our ministry. 

Leader: For a renewed energy in all of us, espe
cially in those who are not so refreshed from 
summer, we pray, 

All: Lord, refresh our ministry. 

LeadIT: For those in leadership positions in your 
sen"ice, tha t we never cease to foHm .. · you, we 
pray, 

All: Lord, refresh our ministry. 

Leader; For a deeper sense of mission, your mis
sion, which you call us to share, we pray, 

All: Lord, refresh our ministry. 

Leader: For a sense of excitement in doing your 
work of renewing the earth, we pray, 

All: Lord, refresh our ministry. 

(lntercession5 can be added) 

Conduding Prayer 
Leader: Creator of the universe, you called order 
out of chaos. You created beauty and goodness. 
You know the chaos of our lives. Call from us the 
b€auty that you have created. Refresh our lives, 
renew our ministry, enliven our energy in your 
service so that all we do expands your kingdom. 
We ask this through Jesus, our brother and sav
ior. 
All: Amen. 
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~r!~i't~ 
The Diocese of Algoma 

Box 1168, Sault ste. Marie, Ontario P6A 5N7 

Hello Shirley, 

Telephone: 705-256-5061 
An:hivisl: 705-692-5374 

June II, 1997 

i 

It is good to hear from you. Hope the summer is going well. Thank you for the letter in 
regard to St. Ambrose's anniversary. 

Ambrose was an interesting fellow. He was born in Trier, on the Rhine river, about 339 '" 
and died in 397 'd. He was the son of the Praetorian Prefect of Gaul (rather like the Viceroy of 
India) and, so, one of the higher nobility. He started out in a legal and civil service career and 
served as governor of the area around the city of Milan which was the capital of the Western 
Roman Empire at the time. 

Either willingly or unwillingly (the stories vary) he was elected bishop of Milan in 374. In 
a slightly different procedure from the one we usually use in this diocese he was baptized, 
deaconed, priested and consecrated as bishop all on the same day. 

As a bishop he was one oftbe leaders of the Church ofhis day. He was a noted preacher, 
administrator, writer, pastor and advisors to Emperors. He is particularly noted for having 
played a part in the conversion of Saint Augustine who held him in great respect. He was the 
author of several hymns still in use (in translation in Anglican churches) and the majority opinion 
these days would hold that he is the author of the Athanasian Creed which can still be found in the 
back of the Prayer Book. It should be said that he was involved in a bitter and murderous dispute 
with the Arian heretics of his day and the words or the Creed are directed at them. Some find it a 
bit jarring. 

With Jerome, Augustine, and Gregory the Great he is regarded as one of the "Doctors" of 
the Latin Church of which we are a part. 

Now on to other things: Anything we have on the Church and parish will be in the files in 
Sault Ste. Marie and I will pass this letter on to Edith Morrow and ask her to have a look. There 
may be something but it is not extensive. She will be in contact to let you know. 



As to pictures: Our collection of clerical photographs is not extensive. We also don't have 
the resources to make reproductions and send out copies. Again, I will ask Edith to have a look 
and let you know what is in the files. 

All the best with this, and I hope it is great 
fun for everyone involved 



DIOCESE OF ALGOMA 

UST OF BISHOPS 

V 1. The Right Reverend Frederick Denison Fauquier D.D. 

2. The Right Reverend Edward Sullivan D.D. D.C.L. 

;/3. The Reverend Canon George Thorneloe D.D. D.C.L. 

V 4. The Right Reverend Rocksborough Remington Smith 

V 5. The Right Reverend George Frederick Kingston 

V 6. The Most Reverend William L. Wright 

7. The Right Reverend Frank Foley Nock 

8. The Right Reverend Leslie E. Peterson 

9. The Right Reverend Ronald F ems 

1873-1881 

1882-1896 

1897-1927 

1927-1939 

1940-1944 

1944-1974 

1975-1983 

1983-1993 

1995-



PRIESTS WHO HAVE SERVED LAKE OF BAYS ANGLICAN PARlSH 
INCLUDING BAYSVlLLE, DORSET, PORT CUNNINGTON (FOX POINT) 

Reverend Canon A.. W. Hazlehurst 

Reverend R.C. Warder 

Reverend W. Ruthford Tindle 

Reverend Canon Banks 

S.S.J.E. Cowley Fathers 

Reverend Roy H. Nixon 

Reverend Tom James 

Reverend Francom 

1895-1927 

1927-1934 

1934-1938 

1938-1940 

1940-1955 

1955-1959 7 

1959-1963 

1963-1967 

Reverend RobertLumley 1967-1973 v 

Reverend Jonathan Patrick Earle 1973-1975 

Reverend Murray Bradford &.~"""J. 1975-1983 

Reverend Ray Porth 1983-1989 J/ 

Reverend Michael Cottrell 1989-1993 

Reverend Thomas Cunningham 1994 
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On : :u rch 16, 1880 ':,'u . H. Brmm ezecuted a deed in favor 0" t he first 
Bisho!! 01' .L~ l co:-'.o.. , the Ri~llt Reverend F . D. 1,lou(1uicr J in trust f o r a n 
~\:1clic"3, n Chu:cch site. rr1h e Church, .... il1en it 1,'78. 5 bui lt ~: .. <:s dcd ic:)tr:Q to St. 
;cT'"brosc , Bisllon of 1 :~ l['.n (in It2. 1y ) \'!ho died in the yCQr 397. It is 
ol1ite U!ll'stKll to find such n dedico.tion in tho ;'r.Cl ic' n Church, Q::!Q 

B2:,-rsv i l1c Church ~"l8.:r v:ell be the onl:r one in Cane.o.e. dcdic Cl ted to the Go od 
St . :',! .'bro2e . 

~1..11"i!"1.r: t:t8 0['.1'1:- ~"c o.rs, the l':i ssj.on s ut Bnysville c..nd Stonlci£:~h (St. 
Fe tor's) ~,' ,'ere under the 'tJn.stor~-:· l cp..re of the 'Pri e sts of S t. T~1 0?:QS ' r-::,~rish 
Bra cebrio c c . Last of t hese to n inister in B3.Ysville \' :"8.. 8 t Il:) TIev ' d . J3.!'!9S 
B03'"dell -,'::10 it is r'cport8d , 'J.sed to ride to Buysville fray'"! Brn.ceorici.c e 
on h is bicycle . 

. \ ,art f roy ... the o.dl:!ini~tration of the SE'~cr:-~ne :lt8 , lD.y~ ... ell hc:.ve a l '.':o.ys 
dons t~e burden of' the ~.:orl;:: in !~issions t S..-ranzy Sle'nent J C1 1 c.y TIeader 
unCl Sund.-::/ S chool Sup-8 rint.e !ldent is 'r:ell' re!:1.enbered for 11i8 ~.'lorl: 2.. t St. 
A!.:brose. fEllere is a stained. g lass vfindor,' in the SD.nctuary oi' the 3!resent 
Church in his lcenory. TheoloGical students also assisted in the Church 
during t he ir Un iVersity v c. c2.tion. Fr. Lloyd is rel1en bered a::cong thes'? 

I n 1 ';9 5, the Reverend ,'>.leza nder ;Iil liulC1, Hazelhurst, en :::nGlishJ:lan, 
'was c.ppotnted ns first full-tine priest in Baysville . A youne pc..rried 
man, he uevoted r!eurly 35 yee,rs of his life to t h is i:ission. Eis I"idov!ed 
~:other fro,'\ Stnfforc'-shire , EnGl and, died at the use of 70, and ,':o. s +,he 
first person buried in the ,·,nGlican Cemetery in Baysvi.lle , in the reer1910 

The first Church 'aus built in 1898 . A grant of one hundred pound s 
"ms g iven towo.rds the buildinG by the Society for the Propagation of , 
Christia n ICnowledge . 'rhe Church 'Jardens a t that tir.-,e - Robert )ston EllIS 
and Edvrard Deakin, builder of the foundo.tion Robert Rhodes. The Church 
population z. t t h is tine 'l'as about a hundred Souls. 

)_ new.Church was built and CO!lsecra ted by Bishop Thornloe of ;,1;01' 00 
in l,:ay 1 0 01. 'I'his build i ng via s made poss ible l arge l y through the Gener
osity of e s rm'.' inp; z.nd devoted congrega tion. The first building V/aS 
used as a Sunday S chool and Parish Hull. In Januc.ry of l'nl a furne.ce 
Wp.s insta lled in the Church. 'rhe 'doHen IS Auxila ry ViaS instrumentnl in 
Gettinc th.:') furnace insto.lled. 

On Se:9tenber 3, 1919, a fire of unknovm origin destroyed s t. Ambrose 
Church and Farish Hall. On September 15th. the '.f. A. Bought the old 
Public School for :aoo. plus taxes. 'Phis uas used as a Church until a 
new one was built, · and still continuos in service as a Parish Hall. 

In 192 0 a BuildinG Conn itte<Vtas forc:!ed to make arrangemonts for re
buildinG a Church on the same site. The COiilmittee consis ted of the follo\':
inc meabers-: John King, GeorGe Alldred, J.J. Roberts , l,:rs. John KinG , 
and L iss. Z . j,,; . Ellis. The estiI'l2. ted cost of the buildip.,; , ~;4000. 
Richard Piper was a~]Jointed overseer. The ne';1 Bric];: Church ':Ias begun i!l 
1921, is finished inside I'lith Birch panneling . The buildinG was consec
r a ted. on I,:ay 17th , by Archbishop Thornloe • 

The shock of the fire caused the sudden dea:tth of He lena Fa zelhurst, 
at theae;e of 59 ,'e" rs. She wns buried 0'1 Decenber 2, 1919 in St. ;'_"-brose 
Ce1'lctery by tho Archbishop of /. lgoT~a . I n the ne'er Church there is Q 

nindm'l depictin:-; her na:-1e-Sc.int, St. Helena, nother of the J£"1peror 
Constnntine, holdinr: the Cross, '.'Jhic11 accord i ng to anc ient trad ition I she 
vras responsible for discoverin{( [,fter its burio. l follo':!inc; the Crucifixion. 
As, \'Iell, the bec.utiful tone d Bell in the belfry 01' t l,e Church is in her 
: .. emorh 
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Horse and bUGGY, or boat, nrovidcd transportation between Ilavsville 
and St . Peter's Church, Stonleir;h, and St. J~ary IRcdalene's Church"Dorset 
both tile responsibilit:! of' the Incumbent of' St. Anbrose'. In l'linter, ' 
services in the outstations were held less f'renuently and travel was by 
sleigh . 

As a re,':ard for his lonr, p,nd devoted service to the Church, the Bishop 
of' Alg OT.18, created the Rev 'd. I"r. Hazelhurst "-n Honorarv Ccnon of' St. Luke's 
Pro-Cathedral in Sault Ste. r:arie. The honour of' this",'lnnointment should 
ref'lect upon the narishioners of 5aysville f'or their loya.lty to him and 
his devotion to t hem \'las responsible for his long incumbency. 

In 1927 Canon Hazelhurst lef't Baysville, and vras succeeded by the 
Rev'd . Richa rd '.larder, a young priest \'/ho a lso was EnGlish. Durin;:; his 
incw1bency St. ],£ry 's Church, lJorv:ay Point , \'lCtS opened as a t,iission of' 
St. Ar:brose. 

In October 1931, the Rev 'd. 1"1. Rutherf'ord Tindle becm,e priest- in
charge, relr:ainilJ~ until J::ay 1938, when he was succeeded by the TIev'd . Canon 
Banks who remained until tile end of' 1940. 

From 1941 until 1955, St. Ambrose Church ~ffiS under the pastoral care 
of the Society of St. John the Evangelist, knOVffi better as the "Cowley 
Fathers". The priests of this 120nastic co=unity came f'rom the I,:ission 
House in Bracebridge to minister to this, among several dozen Churches in 
l,luskolm. DurinG this time, the Parsonage, built about 1895, Vias sold. 

In 1955, the Diocese of' Al goma reorganized the Churches in the area, 
creating the Lake of' Bays !-1ission,consisting of' St. Ambrose , Baysville; 
St. Eary Eagdalene, Dorset; St. John's, Fox Point; St. James, Port 
Cunnington; and St. 1,i2.ry 's, Norl',ay Point . The Rev'd. Roy H. Nixon was 
appointed priest-in- charge, and it was decided that the priest should 
live henceforth in Dorset, being the central location. The Rev'd. J .T.L. 
James became priest-in-charge 19~r; Rev'd. J. Francom 19 '3 ; Rev'd. 
Robert Lumley 191,.7 ' 

St . Ar~brose Church contains Lemorials to several 01' its f'ol'lr.e!' 
Parishioners. In the Sanctuary on the nor th side is the St . Helena windOl'! 
in memory of' He lena Hazelhurst, as 11emtioned above. I n the canter is a 
triple I"!indov: , the I~iddle panel shovinG Christ as the Good Shepherd , is 
in menory of' Andrew Swanzy Slenont, n entioned above,presented by his Sunday 
School Scholars . 'rhe left ~nel shows a Font , and the right a Chalice, 
both being Given by the Girls Guild. On the south side of the Sanctuary , 
the windO'.'I depicts St . Peter, holding the traditional keys . '1'his v:indovr 
is in uemory of' Edward Deakin, given by his daughter Ellen. The Brass 

Altar Cross in nemory of Dewardo Sylvestor Rowe . The Altar Candlesticks 
are given by the Hev'd . R. T. !Oadler , 1.:.A. and used in his memory . On the 
credence ta bl,p,re candlesticks in memory of' Anne Louise Ellis and Eliza beth 
]v:aude Ellis . There are als o several !fremo!'ials centred on the celebration 
of the HolyEuchari,st . The !.lass Book is in memory of' Louise (Lanemaid) 
Winder, 1383-1963. The Chalice is in !~emory of' Alf'red ',finder, 1886-1964_ 
The other vessels used in prepar ation of' the Blessed Sacrament a nd the 
silver Tray upon vlhich they rest are in memory of' their son, Ha rry, 1915-
1960. In nemory of' his "life, Beulah, 1920-1968, there is a Sanct uary Lamp. 
Behind the Altar is a screel). in memory of both Louise and Alfred ':linder • 
The artworl, on this reredos is described at the west end of' the Church in 
a f'ramed printing which reads as f'0110w8: . 

" St. Ambrose , natron Sa int of' this parish, was popularly ~cc la=e~ . 
as Bisho'O of' l iilan in A.D. 374. II. 'Orof'essed thour;h yet unbaptlzed Chrlstlan 
he reluctantly abandoned his career £1. S a proln.isinc; young I m-/yer to accept. 
'1'he Feast Day' of' St. Ar'lbrose, DeCCl,lber 7, narks the anniversary of' his 
episcopal consecration. r . 
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The tri ntych on the reredos portrays his r'enovm as a pree.cher by 
the letters Alpha and Omega, the book and the Chalice. '1'he rnusi cal 
instrunents remind us that he was the founder of hyrrI)logy. The des
cendine; dove and the water , traditiorral symbols of the Eoly Spirit, 
depict his conversion of St. Augustine. . 

For their excellent scholarship, St. Ambrose and St. Augustine a re 
known as two of the four Doctors of the '.[estern Church". 

'rhe Altar, in memory of !:r. and Frs. Austin, SUJ1.J:J.er residents of 
the early 190C's. The Prayer Desk in the Chancel is in memory of Charles 
r:e sley Rhodes, who died Feb. 20, 1920. A large Prayer Book for the Des}.: 
in l",emor:r of Alice G. Denison. The electric Reed OrGe.n is in memory of 
Alexander 'JillinCl Ha zelhurst, priest 1857- 1933. _~ pair of Brc.ss Va ses 
in r.. emory of ""lice l.:ay (Piper) C&mpbell, one of the early org2.nists of 
St. l'u:!brose. TVIO Pew l;'rontals in nemory of rl. A. members and Pel'is in 
11emory of Ellen and Peter Brown, Janet Bro''Ill, Thelna Green, Rebecca and 
Richard Piper, I.:r . and Lrs. J. Featherstonhaugh. }!ew Lightine through
out the church in l~emory of 1;lilliam Languaid. On the south wall ne:ct 
the Chancel, a 'Iindov: , depicting "Not l'.Iy ',vi ll but 'rhine be Done", in 
l.:'emory of' ':iilliam and Hannah Jackson and Family. On the north side of 
the Chancel, the Anglican Flag, in memory of Florence E . Piper. 

On the walls of the Nave are a \'/ar I.·;emorial listi,,!; the nemes of 
all ~,.sviJ.le men. ,'{ho served in the Second 'Jar, and a Brass Blaque in 
menory of Ham' C. Langnaid, who died in the First World 'Jar. In the 
Vlest end of the Church is a circulcr gl ass ,-!indm'!, "The Light of the 
Uorld", in nemory of Dorothy l.:ay EcCarthy 1396-1950 g iven by her brcther 
F. L. Tate, in 1954. 

It would be impossible to name all those who had made important 
contributions to the life of the Anglican Church in Baysville. Looking 
through old records the following nanes are noted-: Green, Grist, Tooke, 
Bushnell, Rovle, Henderson, Shenfelt, Piper, Burke, Rhodes, Harrison, 
BrOl'm, 13urbridge, Cole:::an, Harp, Shannon, Brownlee, Ellis, King , Baker, 
Vipond, Vanclieaf, Bif;low, newton, Gatisford, French, Preston, Alldred, 
Roberts and no doubt several others ,'re hhve no record of. God clon!! 
knor·:s ho':! uanj' have worshiped Him in st. ~~nbrose Church. The Parise 
J1~gisteri,sciom:pl~!Ii# ':'iorshinners have gathered in nunbers rang ing fron 
the "t':ro or three" which Our Lord in the Gospels said was'sufficient, to 
crowds of up to 200, on the occasion of t hc Consecretion 'of the ncv: 
Church. The Parish Regis ter is complete from the beginning of Canon 
Hazelhu.rst 's l.linistry, J"cnuary 1, 1896. Before t'l11ich time records 1",'ere 
kept in the register of St. Thomas Church, Bracebridt;e. The 1896 
register, still in use in 1971, records 279 persons lwde nenbe rs of t~e _ 
Church in the Sacrament of Ho ly Baptis!:l. Canon Hazelhurst alone baptlZec. 
135 of the<':e, one of then total irn..mersion in the river at Baysville. 
Forty--tYiO Coni'irrJation Services have been conducted in the Church, bo' 
Seven Bishops. One hundred and t'.'l8nty-eigh;' persons ll:ove been eOlmT.i tted . 
to the hands of God in the Burial Office, conduced in St . Lr,lbrose Churen. 

Three orGani s ts of the early davs of our Church v!ere-: 
I,'ary (L:lllgmaid) Henderson ; Alice Eay (Piper) Caripbell; and rancy Robert_ 

The ~bove gleaned fron old records by Rev'd. ,T .T.L. ,Tal~e s in 1961 
anc1 brought un to date January 1, 1973. 
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