Saint Ambrose Anglican
Chureh

Box 70 Baysville, Ont. POB 1A0
May §, 1997

Dear Harry:

I have misplaced the address for information from the archives, but I do remember
that you are directly involved and so I am taking the liberty of writing to your home address.

My reason for writing at this time is to procure information regarding the history of St.
Ambrose Anglican Church here at Baysville, Ont., my parish church. We are celebrating 100 years in
1998 and we are beginning make some plans, one of which is the history. Another request is the
availability of pictures of our clergy and of the bishops through the years. I will enclose a list I have
assembled. Finances may not permit me to do a collage of the bishops, so I would like to concentrate
first on the clergy who have served here. I am shopping for frames about 8" wide by about 29" long
to hold 4" by 6" picture or maybe 3" by 5" perhaps 5 to a frame. All this is guesswork until I know
if I can get the pictures. Some will be available from our parishioners. Is there material in the
archives about St. Ambrose which we could use in our history account?

I appreciate your assistance in this regard and suggest you put this letter in your
pending file until after the synod! I, too, am busy with the annual ACW meeting taking place in
North Bay during the last week of May, so I will not be expecting to hear from you for a few weeks.

Thank you,
e,

Shirley Burton,

R s




PRIESTS WHO HAVE SERVED LAKE OF BAYS ANGLICAN PARISH
INCLUDING BAYSVILLE, DORSET, PORT CUNNINGTON (FOX POINT)

Reverend Canon A..W. Hazlehurst 1895-1927
Reverend R.C. Warder 1927-1934
Reverend W. Ruthford Tindle 1934-1938
Reverend Canon Banks 1938-1940
S.S.J.E. Cowley Fathers 1940-1955
Reverend Roy H. Nixon 1955-1959
Reverend Tom James 1959-1963
Reverend Francom 1963-1967
Reverend Robert Lumley 1967-1973
Reverend Jonathan Patrick Eatle 1973-1975
Reverend Murray Bradford 1975-1983
Reverend Ray Porth 1983-1989
Reverend Michael Cottrell 1989-1993

Reverend Thomas Cunningham 1994
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Prayer to Begin the Year

Mary Ellen Cohn

Introduction
Leader: September is a time of transition, a
time to shift gears. More than a change of sea-
son, it is a time to shift energy. A time of begin-
nings. Summer, no matter how busy, brings a
sense of stopping, of taking rest, of vacation, of
recreation. Reflect for a moment on where or
what in your summer called you to that sense of
rest, of stopping. It may be a lake, the ocean, a
mountain stream, a pool, a forest, a park, a dty,
a campground. For a moment, think how that
renewed you.

(Pause for reflection)

Leader: O good and gracious God, the goodness
of your creation surrounds us. Help us to see and
appreciate the wonders of your creation. Help
us to appreciate the value of rest as we listen to
an account of your creation.

Reading:

LUuKe. q; 1-&
All: Thanks be to God.

n qroups o§ 3er 4
share what word, phrase
or Theught strikes yoa
"\’o&aa i this rcad\.ng .

Psalm: (63 ¢

Intercessions:

Leader: Creation. Renewal. Re-creation. Re-
freshing. Returning. Starting again. September.
Just as that place or event called us to rest, to be
refreshed, the Spirit of God calls us to a new
season, full of energy, full of creative ministry,
full of new beginnings. We turn to our God, the
creator who saw that everything created was
good, and then rested, and we pray together,

Lord, refresh our ministry.
Leader: In grateful praise for the places and
spaces of summer that call us to be rested and re-
freshed, we pray,

All: Lord, refresh our ministry.

Leader: In grateful praise for the beauty and
goodness of your creation, we pray,
All:Lord, refresh our ministry
Leader: In thanksgiving for the persons who
graced our summer, we pray,

All: Lord, refresh our ministry.

Leader: For a season of energetic beginnings, we
pray,

All: Lord, refresh our ministry.

Leader: For a renewed energy in all of us, espe-
cially in those who are not so refreshed from
summer, we pray,

All: Lord, refresh our ministry.

Leader: For those in leadership positions in your
service, that we never cease to follow you, we
pray;

All: Lord, refresh our ministry.

Leader: For a deeper sense of mission, your mis- |
sion, which you call us to share, we pray,
All: Lord, refresh our ministry.

Leader: For a sense of excitement in doing your
work of renewing the earth, we pray,

All: Lord, refresh our ministry.

(Intercessions can be added)

Concluding Prayer

Leader: Creator of the universe, you called order
out of chaos. You created beauty and goodness.
You know the chaos of our lives. Call from us the
beauty that you have created. Refresh our lives,
renew our ministry, enliven our energy in your
service so that all we do expands your kingdom.
We ask this through Jesus, our brother and sav-

All: Amen.
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The Diocese of Algoma =
Box 1168, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario P6A SN7 Telephone: 705-256-5061
Archivist: 705-692-5374
June 11, 1997
Hello Shirley,

It is good to hear from you. Hope the summer is going well. Thank you for the letter in
regard to St. Ambrose’s anniversary.

Ambrose was an interesting fellow. He was born in Trier, on the Rhine river, about 339 *
and died in 397 @ . He was the son of the Praetorian Prefect of Gaul (rather like the Viceroy of
India) and, so, one of the higher nobility. He started out in a legal and civil service career and
served as governor of the area around the city of Milan which was the capital of the Western
Roman Empire at the time.

Either willingly or unwillingly (the stories vary) he was elected bishop of Milan in 374. In
a slightly different procedure from the one we usually use in this diocese he was baptized,
deaconed, priested and consecrated as bishop all on the same day.

As a bishop he was one of the leaders of the Church of his day. He was a noted preacher,
administrator, writer, pastor and advisors to Emperors. He is particularly noted for having
played a part in the conversion of Saint Augustine who held him in great respect. He was the
author of several hymns still in use (in translation in Anglican churches) and the majority opinion
these days would hold that he is the author of the Athanasian Creed which can still be found in the
back of the Prayer Book. It should be said that he was involved in a bitter and murderous dispute
with the Arian heretics of his day and the words or the Creed are directed at them. Some find it a
bit jarring.

With Jerome, Augustine, and Gregory the Great he is regarded as one of the "Doctors" of
the Latin Church of which we are a part.

Now on to other things: Anything we have on the Church and parish will be in the files in
Sault Ste. Marie and I will pass this letter on to Edith Morrow and ask her to have a look. There
may be something but it is not extensive. She will be in contact to let you know.




As to pictures: Our collection of clerical photographs is not extensive. We also don’t have
the resources to make reproductions and send out copies. Again, I will ask Edith to have a look
and let you know what is in the files.

All the best with this, and I hope it is great
fun for everyone involved




DIOCESE OF ALGOMA
LIST OF BISHOPS
V1. The Right Reverend Frederick Denison Fauquier D.D.
2. The Right Reverend Edward Sullivan D.D. D.C.L.
»73. The Reverend Canon George Thomeloe D.D. D.C.L.
v 4. The Right Reverend Rocksborough Remington Smith
/'S. The Right Reverend George Frederick Kingston
v6. The Most Reverend William L. Wright
7. The Right Reverend Frank Foley Nock

8. The Right Reverend Leslie E. Peterson

9. The Right Reverend Ronald Ferris

1873-1881

1882-1896

1897-1927

1927-1939

1940-1944

1944-1974

1975-1983

1983-1993

1995-




PRIESTS WHO HAVE SERVED LAKE OF BAYS ANGLICAN PARISH

INCLUDING BAYSVILLE, DORSET, PORT CUNNINGTON (FOX POINT)

Reverend Canon A..W. Hazlehurst
Reverend R.C. Warder

Reverend W. Ruthford Tindle

Reverend Canon Banks
S.S8.J.E. Cowley Fathers

Reverend Roy H. Nixon

Reverend Tom James

Reverend Francom

Reverend Robert Lumley

Reverend Jonathan Patrick Earle

Reverend Murray Bradford 4 zozaecl -

Reverend Ray Porth

Reverend Michael Cottrell

Reverend Thomas Cunningham

1895-1927
1927-1934
1934-1938
1938-1940
1940-1955
1955-1959 7
1959-1963 ~
1963-1967
1967-1973 ¢
1973-1975
1975-1983
1983-1989 ~
1989-1993

1994




ST. & BROSE ANGLICAN CE VILLE, ~ 0RfART0. - 1880 < 1972,

On .arch 16, 1880 Wn. H. Brown executed a deed in favor of the first
Bishop of Algora, the Right Reverend F. D. Fauguier, in trust for an
\nglican Church site. The Church, when it was built was dedicotoed to St.
mbrose, Bishon of I'ilan (in Itely) who died in the year 397. It is
ouite unusual to find such a dedication in the ingliecun Church, and
Baysville Church may well be the only one in Canade dedicated to the good

St. Anbrose.
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Anart from the administration of the Secraments, laymen have
e

done the burden of the work in lissions, Swanzy Slement, a Loy Reader
and Sunday School Superintendent is well remembered for his work at St.
Ambrose. There is a stained glass window in the Sanctuary of the present

Church in his memory, Theological students also assisted in the Church
during their University vacation. Mr. Lloyd is remembered among these.

In 1595, the Reverend iAlexander \William Hazelhurst, an Englishmen,
was eppointed as first full-time priest in Baysville. A young narried
man, he devoted nearly 35 years of his life to this Ilission. Eis widowed
lMother from Staffordshire, Ingland, died at the age of 70, and was the
first person buried in the Anglican Cemetery in Baysville, in the yearl9l0)

The first Church was built in 1898, A grant of one hundred pounds
was given towards the building by the Society for the Propagetion of |
Christian Knowledge. The Church Yardens at that time - Robert iston Ellis
and Edward Deakin, builder of the foundation Robert Rhodes. The Church
populetion at this time was about a hundred Souls.

A new .Church was built and consecrated by Bishop Thornloe of Algona
in Kay 1901. This building was made vossible largely through the gener-
osity of a growing and devoted congregation. The first building was
used as a Sunday School and Parish Hall. In Januvary of 1311 a furnace
was installed in the Church. The Women's Auxilary was instrumenteal in
getting the furnace installed.

On Sevptember 3, 1919, a fire of unknown origin destroyed St. Ambrose
Church and Parish Hall. On September 15th. the /. A. Bought the old
Public School for 100, plus taxes. This was used as a Church until a
new one was built, and still continues in service as a Parish Hall.

In 1920 a Building Committeewas formed to make arrangements for re-
building a Church on the same site. The Coumittee consisted of the follow=-
ing members John King, George Alldred, J.J. Roberts, lrs. John King,
and liiss. B&. Ellis. The estimated cost of the building, 4C00.

Richard Piper was appointed overseer. The new Brick Church was begun in
1921, is finished inside with Birch panneling. The building was consec-
rated on lay 17th, by Archbishop Thornloe.

The shock of the fire caused the sudden deaxth of Helena Hazelhurst,
at the sge of 59 vears. She was buried on December 2, 1919 in St. brose
Cemetery by the Archbishop of “Algoma. In the new Church there is a
window depictins her name-Saint, St. Helena, mother of the Emperor
Constantine, holdings the Cross, which according to ancient tradition, she
was responsible for discovering after its burial following the Crucifixion.
As, well, the beautiful toned Bell in the belfry of the Church is in her




Horse and buggy, or boat, nrovided transportation between Baysville
and St. Peter's Church, Stonleigh, and St. l'ary lagdalene's Church Dorset,
both the responsibility of the Incumbent of St. Ambrose'. In vrinter,
siryiges in the outstations were held less freouently and travel wes by
sleigh.

As a reward for his long and devoted service to the Church, the Bishop
of Algoma created the Rev'd. l'r. Hazelhurst an Honorary Canon of St. Luke's
Pro-Cathedral in Sault Ste. llarie. The honour of this apnointment should
reflect upon the parishioners of Baysville for their loyalty to him and
his devotion to them was responsible for his long incumbency.

In 1927 Canon Hazelhurst left Baysville, and was succeeded by the
Rev'd. Richard ‘/arder, a young priest who also was English. Durins his
incunbency St. kiary's Church, Norway Point, was opened as a liission of
St. Ambrose.

In October 1934 the Rev'd. V7. Rutherford Tindle became priest- in-
charge, remainijp until lay 1938, when he was succeeded by the Rev'd. Canon
Banks who remainéd until the end of 1940.

From 1941 until 1955, St. Ambrose Church was under the pastoral care
of the Society of St. John the Evangelist, knovn better as the "Cowley
Fathers". The priests of this monastic community came from the liission
House in Bracebridge to minister to this, among several dozen Churches in
Muskoka. During this time, the Parsonage, built about 1895, was sold.

In 1955, the Diocese of Algoma reorganized the Churches in the area,
creating the Lake of Bays lMission, consisting of St. Ambrose, Baysville;
St. Mary liagdalene, Dorset; St. John's, Fox Point; St. James, Port
Cunnington; and St. lery's, Norway Point. The Rev'd. Roy H. Nixon was
appointed vriest-in- charge, and it was decided that the priest should
live henceforth in Dorset, being the central location. The Rev'd. J.T.L.
James became priest-in-charge 1959 ; Rev'd. J. Francom 19¢3% ; Rev'd.
Robert Lumley 19¢7 .

St. Ambrose Church contains lemorials to several of its former
Parishioners. In the Sanctuary on the north side is the St. Helena window
in memory of Helena Hazelhurst, as memtioned above. In the canter is a
triple window, the middle panel showing Christ as the Good Shepherd, is
in memory of Andrew Swanzy Sleriont, mentioned above,presented by his Sunday
School Scholars. The left manel shows a I'ont, and the right a Chalice,
both being given by the Girls Guild. On the south side of the Sanctuary,
the window devicts St. Peter, holding the traditional keys. This window

is in memory of Edward Deakin, given by his daughter Ellen. The Brass
Altar Cross in memory of Dewardo Sylvestor Rowe. The Altar Candlesticks
are given by the Rev'd. R. T. Sadler, Il.A. and used in his memory. On the
credence tablgare candlesticks in memory of Anne Louise Ellis and Elizabeth
IMaude Ellis. There are also several memorials centred on the celebration
of the HolyBEucharist. The Iiass Book is in memory of Louise(Langmaid) 2
Winder, 1888-1963. The Chalice is in memory of Alfred i/inder, 1886-196L.
The other vessels used in preparation of the Blessed Sacrament and the
silver Tray upon which they rest are in memory of their son, Harry, 1915
1960. In memory of his wife, Beulah, 1920-1968&, there is a Sanctuary Lamp.
Behind the Altar is a screen in memory of both Louise and Alfred Winder.
The artwork on this reredos is described at the west end of the Church in
a framed printing which reads as follows: 2

"St. Ambrose, patron Saint of this parish, was popularly acclaimed
as Bishovo of liilan in A.D. 37L. A professed though yet unbeptized Christiean
he reluctantly abandoned his career as a promising young lawyer to aqcept-
The Feast Day of St. Ambrose, December 7, marks the anniversary of his

episcopal consecration. : £ i R




De

The triptych on the reredos portrays his renown as a preacher by
the letters Alpha and Omega, the book and the Chalice. The musieal
instruments remind us that he was the founder of hymdlogy. The des-
cending dove and the water, traditional symbols of the FHoly Spirit,
depict his conversion of St. Augustine.

For their excellent scholarship, St. Ambrose and St. Augustine are
known as two of the four Doctors of the 'estern Church". &

The Altar, in memory of lir. and Mrs. Austin, summer residents of
the early 190C's. The Prayer Desk in the Chancel is in memory of Charles
\/esley Rhodes, who died Feb., 20, 1920. A large Prayer Book for the Desk
in memory of Alice G. Denison. The electric Reed Orgen is in memory of
Alexander ‘/illiam Fazelhurst, priest 1857- 1938. A vair of Brass Vases
in nemory of Alice lay (PlDer) Cempbell, one of the early organists of
St. Ambrose. Two Pew Frontals in memory of W. A, members and Pews in
nemory of Ellen and Peter Brown, Janet Brown, Thelma Green, Rebecca and
Richard Piper, !r. and Lirs. J. Featherstonhaugh. New Lighting through-
out the church in memory of William Iangmaid. On the south wall next
the Chancel, a Window, depicting "Not Iy Will but Thine be Done", in
memory of %William and Hannah JFackson and Femily. On the north side of
the Chancel, the Anglican Flag, in memory of Florence E. Piper.

On the walls of the Nave are a l/ar lLemorial listing the names of
all Baysville mnn,who served in the Second '‘'ar, and a Brass PBlaque in
renory of Harry €. Langnaid, who died in the Plrst World War. In the
west end of the Church is a circular glass window, "The Light of the
World", in memory of Dorothy May lMcCarthy 1896-1950 given by her brother
F. L. Tate, in 1954.

It would be impossible to name all those who had made important
contributions to the life of the Anglican Church in Baysville. Looking
through 0ld records the following names are noted-: Green, Grist, Tooke,
Bushnell, Rowe, Henderson, Shewfelt, Piper, Burke, Rhodes, Harrison,
Brovn, Burbridge, Coleman, Harp, Shannon, Brownlee, Ellis, King, Baker,

: Vlbond Vaﬂclleaf Biglow, Newton, Gagisford, French, Preston, Alldred,
Roberts and no doubt <evergl otqers we hhve no record of. God 2long
knows how many have worshiped Him in St. Ambrose Church. The Parish
Ieegister is coﬁple$é jorshipvers have gathered in numbers ranging from
the "two or three" which Our Lord in the Gospels said 'assufflclent, to
crowds of up to 200, on the occasion of the Consecration 'of the new
Church. The 1Jz:xrz.sh Register is complete from the beginning ofCanon
Hezelhurst's ninistry, January 1, 1896. Before which time records were
kept in the register of St. Tnomas Church, Bracebridgse. The 1896 :
register, Sulll in use in 1973, records 279 persons made merbers of the
Church in the Sacrement of Holy Baptism. Canon Hazelhurst alone baptized
135 of thece, one of then total immersion in the river at Baysville.
Forty-tho COiflrm“thH Services have been conducted in the Church, by
Seven Bishops. One hundred and twenty-eigh?persons have been CON’lttDQ
to the hands of God in the Burial Office, conduced in St. imbrose Church

Three organicsts of the early days of our Church were-:
liary (Lungﬁalu) Henderson; 4Alice lay (Piper) Campbell; and Mancy Robertj

The z2bove gleanéd from old records by Rev'd. J.T.L., James in 1961
and brought un to date Januvary 1, 1973.




yervs

F 4

1

3 4
g =
e Q@
.2 -
W 4
e
» : - E lh;
W ur
J &=
T
wg
> It
i< O N
H RS
,. v..,vll,n
T O
TRIAS
-3
= sm
I ws
3] DW.
J,

g ,
0 {
0 _
Mx,... |
5 -
<
e
b




y 57 HT,
“I ‘n&« -

r




1. <Tams of Parish?
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