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Although we arecelebrati~ng j;p 1960 the fiftieth 
anniversary of the building of St.John's church, the 
spiritual work of the church dates back much farther 
than 1910. < " ; . 

St.. John's church Chisholm was really in the' 
Diocese of Ottawa but thE3 people weretQD ~.~r-'remqved 
from any parish or missioll....t..Q .. - permlt·" ~a clergyman q! 
that Diocese reaching tnem . . . "From-~.earliest record~:~\the 
congregation has been served from Powas.(:lan, a statiQn" " 
in the Diocese . of. !Algoma, the missionary~ "1:'Q chargeCr 
conducting services from house to hOllse. ' It seemsl,"-" 
quite fitting, to conclude therefore that sol-rice St~~ ; .' 
Mary 1 s Powassan is the mother church,. ~ +-ts hlsto'ry;l :is . 
also the background his tory of. St. JoM'~. :-' ',; "" .. ~'"::; , 
. Mr. J. ~. Scarlett ,ag~n:t i'or -: the 'C.row !;.aiitW 'Dept. 

was well known to all the :~cW;l;,~ , p.ion~e~"SWh"o ~ ; 9~~ ;;;:s_e~,k
ing Free Grantbands/~ ;T.he'~; ~ ,t'Q~e .. :owned" by CQ~_' ~9: .frons 
was first owned by M: .$Q,a~l,~t-t,. ; _ !1 ~ . wl:9 t~ the,_rt6l1o.'\(
ing memos _ot _earl¥ hJ..st.e~Y "":9't:~ ,~the. M~$sion oft~ ' Church 
of England !to 'Cominanda-, lie,s"t 'Qttle ,; Hotha~, . Nipi~~ing, 
Po~ssan and distri ct datifi~fro'm th~.~i~Elr l8'8(,J "1!1nd it 
is preserved ~n the early "'chtfrch~:mi:t~ ~ ~()()~""iri. ~bwassan. 
The wri ter of these memos came . from ' the vil~a:ge 0f 
Huntsville to the village "'of Nipissing July, '18"80. 

1tMy earliest recollecti"on of church work was a 
visit from Rev. M. Crompton, whqs~' he~4quarters was at 
Aspdin near Huntsville in MUs'kdkli-Di"s:tr'!dt._· The 
terri tory covered b y thi:~ x:a;g&(11Mi'§'S?SrtJF from England 
compassed all the townsh~gE! .south " of PowaS$,~n as far as 
Port Sydney church, nearl-'Y".~iTIrre6-squlre -; On a 
return visit to Huntsv:l,;ll·\} T met M:r; ~ ~" Crgmpton and 
urged him when he was at his mos t northerly station 
to continue his trip to Nipissing village which was 
34 miles further north than Magnetawan where he had a 
church. He was faithful to his promise and came up 
and we had a service in a school house in Nipissing 
village which was the supply point for all the surround
ing country for you will bear in mind that the C.P.R. 
or the G.T. Railway was not built then nor were the 
crown lands opened up to sottl e rs until July lS80. . 
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In that .year I found astppng ·. church cornmunityaround 
Nipissing village which controllcdthe whole business 
of this section of .the country. -In fact Forth McLeod, 
a Hudson Bay depot"now known as Sturgeon,Falls , was 
supplied by the merchants of this place. , There were 
22 families favourable to the . Church of England. This 
community was at Nipissing22 years previous to my 
date and ' had a postal servi,ce from Mattawa once a month 
in 1360 carried by bark canoe, , usiri'g water stretches 
and numerous portages. Rev. M. Crompton only carne 
once and we had a crowded school house to see a live 
Missioner, the first in this section. 

Our second Missioner was Rev. Gowan Gilmour, who 
was chaplain to the forces under, now Sir Gamet Wolsey, 
in the Red River Rebellion in the North West. This . 
God fearing man \-1asappointed by Bishop Sullivan to 
take charge of the spiritual welfare of the ' men on the 
works relative to the construction of the C.P .R. "'rho 
found opportunities to give us , a.serviqe. Truly this 
man I S parish ' seemed to me to ' be f,'ro.m east to west ,from 
north to south and as high as Heaven. North Bay was 
then only a hamlet and Mr.G.tlmour's headquarters. He 
\-1as the only Mis sione.r be t'i'lleen Iv:ia ttav,;-a and Sault Ste. 
Marie, ever moving and on foot. His name was a house- ' . 
hold word. I frequently accompanie'd him wi th my Indian 
ponies., Yieoften had a service at Commanda and 
occasionally as far east -as Powassan.. No family wa's 
left unvisi ted. ' This was in the years 1931 and leg2. 

Mr. McLeod was the next Mis sioner, a Wycliffe 
college student, married and having Nipissing as his 
headquarters. He visited Commanda, Restoule, Nipissing 
Hotham and POWaSSEln. All his vmrk vITas done on foot. 
I scarcely know how he accomplished so much as he was 
anything but a strong looking man. - After Mr. Gilmour's 
great popularity one would have thought Mr. McLeod 
scarcely able to fill the position but his zeal for 
christian work manifested itself • . Mr. McLeod often 
preached here, . als-Q :rvir • . Gilmour. Services were held 
in Mr. W"F. Clarke!'~shouse. Mr. IvIcLeodreturned tq 
this mission a sccond time. ' He collected in Toronto 
and Kingston. for a ql}.urch at Nipissing, $53.00. How
ever Nipissing congregation in later years purchased 



the Methodist church for $100.00 instead of building. 
Rev.; McLeod left here ~n ' ~U~~9. " ~- " 

c The ,only road I may say in .this .country .up to ,this 
time was the exploration, road from Ros seau toJ-Jipissing . 
village built principatly to colonize tpethen unknown, 
wilderness." ' T,tle first steam boat ~as pl~ced on .Lake 
Nipis si~g in 1881 and built at Nipissing _, . ' .' . " . _ 

Hev .. Geo. Gander, 'a dea.-con ,in our church located' ' 
near South River (before the railway, Eagle Lake .' ' .. ' " 
Se tt 1 erne n t ), was sen t by ..8i shop Sullivan ' to ':take cha rge 
of Restoule, ' Comrnanda, Nipissing 'Eu'1d Powassan •. Servioes 
were about once a month but- some placesdidn I t have Qne 
once in six months m Rev.o Gander 'had charge of 
Sundridge (Stoney Lake Settlement), Trout Creek, and 
Mucunama or Bummer I s Roost as · it was .' nick-mmed. ' ' . ' 

Mr.vi.C. ' v!4ite, a vlycliffe .s..tuderit, wa-s pl~ced in : 
charge of this mission in 1390 and Powassan became 
headquarte~s owing to i ts pro;X+Jri~ ty to the rai.lway and . 
its appare.ntprosperi ty. It Gould not claim ,this 
priVilege for the number of , church ' people it contained. 
,A, great , change will t-aRe , place if it ever, 'fills the' 
small church. Fowo.ssan, St. Maryl schul'ch"was b,uil,t 
in 1890 . and Rev. Vlhi tewas the first clergyman to , preach 
in , tha t . church .and was also , the fi"rs t to · come, in to 
ChishollIl to hold services in the homes. . He left in ' 
1331. ' For a ' nUt-nber of !Ilonths ' there was no regular 
minister and thJ~ people ' were looked after by Archdeacon 
Llwoid Of Huntsville , Mr 4 Parceyof ~urkl s Fallsand 
Mr. ' Young of North Bay and Mr. Johnson of Magne'tawan~ 

Mr • . Franz Ulbricht, recommended to Bishop Sullivan 
as having business training and desirous ' of t ,aking ' 
upon ~ himself Church Orders, ' aged 211~ hea,! thy and stro rig 
looking, came ;in 1392. , The township of Chisholm via ,S 
opened foractualsettlemen t by the Ontario Govt~ as 
free grant_ lands and Mr~ Ulbrigh thad '. added, territory ~. ' 
He was the first 'missioner to turn East in. the 'Creed .• 
The first vestry meeting in Powassan ,was held in. ,his , 
time,,, He wore long rubber boots,.-to , travel on . foot ove'r 
the !'.ough trail to Chisholm and getting ,hisfeet 'wet 
developed muscular 'rhewrtatisrL . His feets'lr.rellsd so 
ba.dly , his rubbers had to ,be eu t off" He was vel'y ill '.-
and _,,,as transferred, to , Huntsvil:l~ to. be . conveni ent to .' : 
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the .lJ:ospltal. He left Powassan 'in Peo~mber, 1894 .. 
·· lri"i895 . Rev~ Hunter was apPointed byBi~hop , Sulli-:: 

van. ·· 1n1896 Rev. C.H. BucklandfQllowed. ,; ije :;i.eftthe 
mission in Aug',: 1'898 ·for Burks Falls ', and· Rev " A.J. · Cobb 
wasappbinted. On Sept. 10'1 Rev. " DavldJohns~on 9a,me ' 
to ,us. from Magnetawan. . Rev •. iIarold G • . ~ing ' camE;3 in' 
1904 anct Rev.E;.M. Roland tn1906G n ' ... " , .' , 

. The author of tbese ~arlychtir:'ch records, , Mr. J .S. , 
Scarlett, died in April, 1909. -' , ! , 

vii th Mr. ScarleLtt t s memos we ··have ' followed' the 
expansio.n and work of the - church nnort.h.\VCjl.rQ.,westward .,. 
and eastward. Let "us turn' our a,tten tion now more.: . " 
closely t .o ·Chisholmo. Between · l585 anq. 1906 yJi)sn Rev~ , . 
Roland came.. Several famili~s favourable to the ',Cl1J;x"rch 
of Eng'land had' settled here" ' ~ome of .· tr.l:iese were R. 
Boxwell ..... 1885, E: To'pps , and H" l'iraight·- '188(5, H. " 
Skinner 1891,- J.- Parkin ' and Jim Anaerso n -1894, " A ~ 
Beech- 1892, G,.Johnston and J. ,Pri ce-:)..903.. They 
all had families" " ,., ...,. , ' , 

'. Life was 'rugged for_ these early c settlers ,who 
literally hewed their home8 ~.fr:'om the vir:g1n "['orest. of 
pine, -hemlOCks and bi'rc,h . .. ' As therewer:e no roads, the' 
supplies ,' for the ' fa.nlily , were generally carried on .the'ir 
backs in the, earlies t years ·ove)," the ,ro.ug-b. ' bush tra~ls 
that' 1e4. from Pov-Iassano7.' Bonfield: ... , As ~arlyas1$c89 
Mr,s. Wraight with thf;l help , of Mrs. TOPPs ,ano. Fl,orl'-'ie . , 
'ropps carried her , baby; :~ Will; aver .. this rougb, :trp,il to ,' 
PO-:'vaS'san to nave hini bapt1.z,ed. .The ,earliest. record of 
services held in Chishol1Jl. ' ~;a$ 1890 , ~ 1891 duri ng Rev. ' 
White1s time. , '- The _minister tr~yelledon foot, comj,.ng . 
in to Chishol:m ope dayand __ returning .t,b ,P6wassan the " 
follo~i'ing 'day ~'~e.rvices were first heid at the Topps 
home and later at _Boxwel:11 s and. Wraigh-'J; I s~ ", :R-ev., . Rolansl. 
was probably the fir,st ' :to conduct a service on Sunday, 
in Chisholm when hewa.s ab;Le to nrav§llwi thahorse " 
and rig,;" Vlhen' roads W9uld'~ not permit. theuse. of .. :a . 
horse- and rig he would corne on ho crseback~' , : . . " . 

, ~ B1-shbp Tho·rri.,lo?, conducted, ·the' firs~ Bitegf:' , ' 
Confirmation in , Chi$holm ~ i.n 190$;--at'cthe Boxwells · hom~J 
for a class Of 'seVen candl'dates vam,ely, ., Lizzie and , .. ;., 
Mary Boxwell, 190b-e1 Mc1nnis" , Ethel ,and Myrt;Le fri ce, 
P ho e b e 'and ! A nni'e, ':~Wraight"" , ... . '. " ' . ,'.; ._ ,:' , ,' 



· These . brave pioneers with young _ f$.milie~ · growing 
up longed for the influencE} of a church lntheir .. hO)11es 
and community •. It was during the inoumbency of Rev •. 

. Roland that it was decided that a church wf3,sne eded to 
properly carryon the work. At the invitat;ion of fi.t.s " 
Grace Dr. C. Hamilton, Archbishop of Ottawa,. Mr. I=toland . 
went to Ottawa in Dec., 1909 and collec.ted epough money 
from the church people there to justify the erection of 
the building. . 

Plans progressed steadily. The first vestry . 
meeting recorded, "Matters concerning church building 
were discussed and several things decided on.1t . On 
Feb. 17, 1910 a church building meeting was hel¢!; at 
the Boxwell home. The building committee proposed 
consisted of: E. Topps, H. Wraight,W. Boxwell, Ii. Topps 
and Rev. Roland. llilr. H. Wraight and Mr. T. McCormick., 
each offered a site ·forthenew church but the one on 
the Wraight farm was chosen. " ,. 

Under the capable direction of Mr • . E. Topps who 
was a carpenter by tr:afl€ and Who had built the Anglican 
churches atPowassan,a-nd CalJ.ander, the church was . 
built wl·ththe congregation providing the labour and 
materialo: Picni'cs were ·held in Wraight1s bush fora. 
number of years and these proved a great · help finan~ 
cially · besides being a happy event which was enjoyed by 
the community in general. · They ' became an annual event . 
from about 1905 to 1914 when· ·world war 1 broke ' out. . . . 

Mr. Stanley Topps made the Lectern. The first . .. , 
organ and Al tar came from ·Pembroke ~ Some furnishings 
were sent as gifts frGm friends in England. -

The church was duly opened. It was officially . 
dedicated by the Right Rev. Geo. Thornloe, . Bishop of 
Algoma on March 12, 1911. In his remarks Bishop 
Thornloe described it as flTheprettiest and best . 
finished church of its size in the Diocese n• Miss 
Alice Topps was the- organist for the occasion and she 
faithfully continued as such for forty~six years. Mr. : 
H.. Topps was secretary.,.treasurer from then until 1955 
when Mr. S. · Topps continued for one year. · ,.1'1r •. Howard 
Smi th has held that office since then. 

Rev. P.A. Paris came in · December 1912 fl,nd 'during . 
his incumbency the carpet "'las bought for the chancel" 
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the Bishop's chair for which Mrs. Price had collected 
the money, was added to the furnishings and a much 
needed drive shed was built • . 

Following Rev. Paris those ministering to the 
people of St. John's church are: 

Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 

Richard Haines ••.... 0' •• 1918 - 1923 
H. Peeling •• ~ •......•• ... 1923 - 1928 
J .E. Evans •• 0 ' • . • 0 •••••••• 1928 .... 1930 
Sampson •.... 0 •••• 0 •••••• l930-------
~.B. Harris •.• o ••••••••• 1930 - 1933 
A.P~ Sco~t ••.•..•.•..•.• 1933"" 1934 . 
~.~.J. Bu:t •...........• 1934 = 1938 
A • .IL. Card1.ng.". 0", ••••••• 1938 1944 
R.C. Warder ••••••......• 1944 - 1941 
Gower Stone •••.........• 1947 .... 1948 
Canon A.E. Minchin •.•• , .1948 1954 
P.G. Docksey •.•.......•• 1954 1959 
D.L. Woodward ••. ,. ' I ••••• 1959 

,.' 

The Rev. B.G. 'Gosse of North Bay has been a close 
friend of the people of St. John's as he has filled 
the vacancy on many occassions over the years when we 
would have been without services. 

The W.,A. of St. Johnts was organized by Rev. and 
Mrs. Peeling in April, 1925. The members at that time 
were: Mrs. M.D. Boxwell, lVirs. W. Boxwell, Mrs. EO' Topps, 
Mrs. H. viraight, 1-1rs. ~v. Wraight, Mrs. J. Prico, lIirs. 
J. Anderson, Mrs. E. Topps, lVase A. Topps and Mrs. S. 
Topps. 

In 1956 it was decided to have the church wired 
for electricity. 

At the 19th. session of 'Synod of the Diocese of 
Algoma held at Sault Ste. Marie in June 1959, the 
Mission of Ohisholm became part of the Diocese of 
Algoma. 
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