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Church Marks Centenary 

-PHOTO BY PATTERSON 

. Several thousand persons attended the 100th anniversary of Holy I by the Jesuit Order. One of the highlights of the celebration was 
. Cross Church at Wikwemikong on Manitoulin Island this week. the parade staged by the Indian band from Cape Croker Reserve in 

The church was founded as a mission for the Indians 100 years ago the upper Bruce Peninsula. . 

·.Indians in Colorful Native Dress Welcome · Visitors 
< 
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One of the highlights of the centennia1 celebrations of Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church 
staged at Wikwemikong this week, was the admittance of Very Rev. G. E. Numan into the 
Indian tribe on Manitoulin Island. Father Numan is superior of the Jesuit Order in Ontario, 
spo~sors of Holy Cross Church and the Wikwemikong mision field. 
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• ,WI~KWErnikong. chur ch . '·,100 Years ! o.ld .•• .. @ :, 
i ::---:.... . ' ~ . ,. ,J 

Wikwemikong ', Obvvel1 atone ,Chur.ch' sBirthday ••• 

a- ! ;u 
', ';.. "This summe,r lli><lyClross ;. ,Olulrch at : TNikweinikong reached its lOOth birthd.ay. 

~
" -A century 'ago one a ,Sunday morning ,· the last week in July the magnif-icen.t '. 
~e • • Ohur-cb ,of ,the 4111anitoulin Unceded ·re·serve. 'wasblessed and .. openedo .. 

, :, &.! LAt . . the· beginning of July this year t£e · . cen~e~~L.3..1 , wa.s_ ' ,~ce lebrated . a·t Wikwmikon!; 
; .~ ! ~i·,th. 'pageants" ,Indian Pow-wows and relgious se·rvices •• ,· ' . :: ' "., 

- -J. .. . 

.... The f .irst visit ' of "a Roman Catholic 'prieat ,to Manitoulin Isla sn . was in 
.18)6, ·' by Fa therProu lx', a Diocesan ' priest from..-P.enetailguiat:ttene reg1ono 

Two years later he began devoti-ngall ' ,his time and energy to,·'the conversion 
of th Islandere,aN'. by 184, ~. ',: ,three. hund_r~,~~ I~~.~ns had been baptized 
in Manitoulin Island. 

~' .. Missionary. work ,on M~ni t 'oulin was., ·taken .over ,by the · Jesui .t t 'athers in 18~8 
, :,'LtO ". ; build a' mighty church! to. I'e-pla.ce . the outgrown little · chapel "which wa8~ 

"; ~) V' f. ~ the . .canter of their ' , ·work. KoJ:l.owing year .in June. wokk' :.began on t ·he Church 
~l; , '. on the.: f.east ·of . St. - IgnatiUS -51 Ju'ly, .. 1848, ' the '- foundation of the.' church 

wer·e ·:blessecL and .the cornerston~~; laid. ·. . . ... ' . ~ . :; 
Nowhere on the island at that time or since have there been oundations 

I'.~ ,-. ~ ,~. - y . ~ t.o . a.ainpare .w~·th· these_.~ •.. :.three 'feet ,thick to su-Oport :.walls , only ·six inc~es 
, .... . ; .... ", ·~ : thinner.~ " L ' '. \ : •• ',,! ~ . ,1 ' ,~ ( " ,' ! <J. ' ,.~" ~; , . 

• '.~ Thr.ough the :ne.xt. , .. three yea:8 1,th~ work: ... t, ... ahe~d s.lo~ly; but steadily as 
.. . ; rj ·.I: , :stonf) ,".was. ~.the.redJ .from ,.Manlo tou~l.n and.! frcm 'is lands as : ·Bar ae:· ·10 mi Ie 8J ~ 

-' i ;~a~ay-, 'and:JI1an\%,andled .to .the ..eite, wbera ' is wasS.laid in .place in' ,the walla. 
logs were gathered near Manitewaning and cut i,\a p·rimi.te·v. mill. Two years 

.,. ,>af~er. the car~&.retone was.. lid:j tt)le ~ '.first beam was ra~sed 'in- place o ' . 

~ ::. ; Fina.lly the . church. waS I re.ady·:.in July .1852, for the !)iiah\)p ,· to ·bles·s o . ·'" 

1 \",.. ; ' _ ' .... , ',:"; 1 j I ~: ' ~I ; . " l. 
' .. 

. 1 '...I ~ t,... 

, J • •. Holy .. Cross M1ssio:n ' at.. Wikwemikong~ ~EL worth a visl't · by. summer 'Vi·ai tore, 
who ar~~e lcomed hy. j;he"Jesuit F(jl·the.r. in' rasid.ence ,there :::" .i: ... ;,;. ,,', \. 

••....•... ~, .. ~~ .• ~ .. ~~ .... -~~~ .... -~.~~~~~~ ....... . 
;-;.!, ~mmmm:t'Jl:ltmooDrmn·. . . ~ \,.': :,. " , . .- ' . : . ;: , ~ .~ .. , " . 

. !,. ~! . ! 1t :"Built.. " , :b~ , .. the .Indians,of.··the. resarv·ation,andWlder the ~ wr~ctionof 
,: . ,the:. Jesuit F~the,r.~ ..... ia. a p~ure. Df,. the" stone Chruoh ,.at- " W~~mfk~ng- '~on . 

' , ;:.tne.' R~.eer.vatl.on.- u~de~: ·:tha: dir,6) ct.ion of' ,the; Jesui t " : gtn,er.a. . . . ;.. . 
.. ' " ..... . : .. _ ._ " I . " , '... • I" - . , , • • • ' " ' .. J . 

\" .... ;. .. .... _ "'" t,j .. ...A.. '''' ~ \.' ..... 10..1 . ' ..... . ...... ~ ••••• ' .". 1..0 ..•••• ' ••• ~ ...... ' . . k •• • 1 ••• ' •• ' •• ~. . . ..... ... . . • • •• 

HoI Oross Mission Oh ch Histor ••• .-.!~. " . 
Item re Ohurch Hist ry iti.i; locallJ ~pape.r abou.1952 ·centenary fiesta) 

'V") Holy , c~o.ss ~. Mission Church re~.ched . itS' .. JtOOth ·btfLthday.;. in ,t ·he ·summer-' c:bf . • 
.. . l9.52. Exactl;y. ,1OQ yaars be:for4f, on ,. a t Slinduy lUL1rning t h e J.a stwH3k in J\ll~"the 

w9nd G r fql 'I f! tona '.chu ,'oh. ~·wa.l:li h:le S'ne,a· .an d .up c;ne:d •• : , 
A jubi lent cro,tJd of vi llAge.ra: .·: haci .gon€ down ... ·-to the , jhore ln fron,t 

.. ,_ ..... J)f·~· l the. Opurch and ,we lcome:d· ~ .-the Bis:'1o-p :t.who \"' 11.8 to' put', the. 'se-a 1 of- approval . 
up'On ., , thenew " {.Chu~ch. , :,~The .solemnity .:of-: the Roman Ritual and ' the ' 'co'lorful 
dreas8.,. of .· the ~ villagers. combined to ;mak~a '.me.morable day of ,thi.s g .. lor.ious- :. 

:; ; ·event.·, Fre.a.hly cut , ,boUG-hs ; o:f .: pine and' .cellar a.cented.:. the route of the 
;. 'PTo~es ~.ion t:G}~ J,ha " O?~Q.ch, ~thf1; : ~e,rr :he s.~ , :de cO,~a t~ona ... tirlmrnluBmi .. ' . ~ ~ ·hand \'~w~~e 

. ,,' .ua.<3d . on the. , ..church .1 t~ lef.. .. ..". ..... . , _. .. . . - ':. . , " . . " 
~ ' . ~':: '. ~, V.e~.p~rs, tn.e ll~,l)al Sunday::_ R.M. : st;l.rvi'ce, wi::rre suspe.nd·ed ,. for, the. day and . in 

: .. ~he:j..r Ii! te,a~ ,tht:! re took p lace.! .~tner ·.forma I ble s sing of the .. : new ,ehruch. · Wikwemikong 
W8 S pproud of itsacnj.evement, and ' jU.6.tly •• ' ".:' . , ~_. . '. . .1:.-.. ,' .' .: 

.;r.~ .. ' "; ( '4 ~ : . : ~FIES1 ,t · &-. FJFSl ·,V.:r.JU,l' Il~\~8)6 ..... .. , t ....... , >J,' • . : •• ' ... 

~
\.~ .. ~s~~je.en ye81,s. , ~,~rl~ .e,f · in ', ~8?9.:;..: (a :dioceaan priest ,f ·rom ~e·ne·tangui6hone ! .: 

- ~' ~ ~~n. h~,~ m~:de llns l .lrs.t , Vlj31~~ to_ t~e. ~land' and i: ,found the-' eo Ie 'w reO 
\\~ ;~ .. j~ ' " :.:, ~ _ " ~~: 7sJi.~:~~e'~·:~L:~~ ~~ort .. f3. ... ~~;h~,~~p~r,c·· : . :: .. wo. ~.~~ar6 .. ,~~: t~r:<~~i .~~J~riE s.t, ~r Proulx 

..... _._ ~ , ... c. .. ' ' ' 4.J..' t . t.~'.~ - . " .. \.' .... ~lo;''' . 1' ,I. 



~") . 

. began devoting all his .ti~e and en~r.gy to ., the.~nversion. of the .. I~8lander8. 

1 
Conversion sot eh faith gr~~ so ranidly under the warmth of nis zeAlous efforts 

: ~ that by the end of the year lt3!-t.3-, . thrS.6. 'hundred Inciiana 'g-scL received th~ 
\ faith and been baptized • 

• ,,~ , l'he.; ' fo,llQw-tng L· s!lmrriex ·~ the lone .missibnary . r-e~e.iyed a ·J .s ·.auit -to help hinl' 
in ,:t(l~ .:.l~ .:ri;e .. ,job'! of\):t~v,e.rting and · :in.&tr~cting : th~ gro.wing number pf ·Catholic 
In~i-.ans . who.: were' , .acatte reel.. ov,er the' ~angth~ .. of ,~the. ' sp.~awling ·~.Blando · ~ . . j' " 

:rJ;.,.:::.i .. :. '·The "J~SIt.ti.Jt_ '~ fJ3.t,}lj3r Ja.an Pierrs,' ,Ohona .. ar.l"iyed·.-. fr9JIl ", .: Sarnia" v.ith his:i'iilEber
pre te r, ibn. Fe rdinapp RQ 'que:, ad .a ._cr.J3.w;: of ,eeve.n .. I-fldiane .'. awng . wi th Fr. Pr,ou Ix 

<.'. ~ on. .J1uly 9~: .and .. .ae'vtt::led .; .duwn ,in . }l. r~shacke Ie . . drafty: :hause.:.'placed at · .the 
di8poe~· " of~:t:he ~q)prie; at.a. :~\ ;,The next: surmnmar C ,8 ';jW ~the .additi.on , of· a ~ . s (j cond 

j~ ~) .: ,Jeaui~ 'mi..sa.ion~Y~L j'r' •. H :..J .o.se.p.h· Han:ipqux~ .; ' \ , .' .. , 
~ " :,.',J ". ··i .:7 ~<i ;j r :. C': . BUilding :be'gan. in . ,,18~ . ; .' ~;..: ,~ , : ', ! ;r .. ~ ~,' . .,. - ... 

'~;F.oil!o .. 'Wing __ aJ vis,Lt . by ... F,r~ .J ProubG; in 1848 ,: a b ut~ :thre..fl years ~after ·he- . h 'ad , led?t 
t.he. ' I.ftJ.anA .bli..s.ai::on,Lvthe. ra.a.ol ution:.w;as taken to begin ".conatructin or".a Chruch 

l't.o>e.lXpan(i.,i the 1c.apaci ty · of, .the .e.xi-a.t.i-pg ;< .Dhapal. Fr.: .Point .. and Fr~ ftanipoux, the 
.. i~: 'J~ a:ui t. .;mi sfliuuary , :.~pI'ie sta,,-, alid :·;·. ~twp'.: J 6,.euft .b rb the. r..a, .;1):ohn . Verone au . , and .. Jphn 

Callaghan, eadh )in his own re spectiYi3.~ ~: field ,w.ant ':to'; work0n: the planned. " 

:~:~ ~~~U~:~.i'~_Rt:;' \~~mpl~ted ~. ~;qj~i ,o~;:t~ '.ah~:Ch. i~ -~~1Bt'=a'. Wlh it he ~"fi-:J, 
intended to demonstrate to any skeptical opponents ho\v easy it was. to .ctJn;erttct.l1 

: the{.m1~aai.an ,;chu~ . ... Every !ab lerbocited.:'.man: .on- vthe ~ ap,o±i ~ .:could : and sh(5.uld · he Ip. 
I tc \elv.Jt:rJ(bho~ htl.lpect why.' :thel :.whole-l 'buildmg. ·would ·be out up..; 'in.,. ':' •• a ·,few . sessons •• 
W~r.kn.l€l.fl \.W9.ul~..:. b.e:LPlai4. i .·· nOlt ·: in mene.:· oa-Bh" bp.iL·.! Lin kind. . ·?/.Thre:a pounds pf. meat and 
j!l·X. ~f.;" .flo1U".L .w()uld.:,be~:'d.ay. .a . " p.a.y-. ',' ,:, ;)jji.. '<,! ':,'. ~.L .... " . .. ;.'; : .... "';'''', '. ': .: 

If J'iQ.l"J( q we)' ,:!') ;t.Q.:;.beg.in,' wi:thout. · . .de lay, 1:t~ .look.ed a a:.itl -the:: mi s aionari e s 
and tp~r.:. f lQ...ck .could aaVJ3 -8 ye:a~LDn,~:t.h~ .aictllal ·co.na,truction period . .. Lack 
of necessar~ tools and insufficiency, of propaganda convinced the fathers 
tr..~Y"I..W.R\..t~ , p~q.o.ing\, t.Wal;1,.j;;,f .. ~he~ . a.uc~eAe9.-,;.; .in.:<ga~tharing ~p.. .!the ; stone~.·. whicf;} 
lay about the isle :OO::: itha , ~ai.t.e~: tOf~ the :-; pr.0poBe.d.i. .'-. '.chur..ch •••• ;'IC • . ' ~ .. ,-' '.~. 

Actual construction btgan enthusiastically in the fir.atJ ... · .. WD .weeks ,of: ' .the 
follo.wj,ng ;' j J1J~Ui"'~ J on ,a;, .. grand~ ,s ·cir1e .• 'i Barga,a ';,:wer,e ch~j)ug~ into., action. fo·t hauling 
s t..Qllef;ct.ound~t lone .. wa-r-Q. . ~ .. ' oS, take d : off,.: ...... _1lle.n,: ,women: and. chl.ldren; ~ turned ,out 
to work. Their. -oJ~j.it-ctiva..a: .w.a~'.., t;Q :.ha..1W ;th,a. .f'~ui1dat.iona re.arly "by; .the fe'ast of 
St. IgnatiuJi. ot . .4>yp.l.a~ . PP. Jll.1y •. ;3.1" . MP. on. .thti.t . day, " .to. place the Fir.at stone 
of the· building itself. _._._~o<~. ','. -~ •. ___ .< '.:· .v':':~:_} ·''- ... ~ .. , . ~! __ . :.· _L. 
\ , ... '~. '.11:: \' ·F.IRSl' .. :.CONRERa.TqN~ u .JU~. ,:-,,:?1,r-, 1&49. :. ,'" ' .. . '-
The ... i ftHUf\4. of. ,t.hs.l tnission.ar.iaa p.alir:on sAint:,~ dgnatius ,~ '0 f .: wyola:, was a a day 

: . . ,pp.ti .t :o ;Qe for.go '+jten by ' Wikwemikolfg· Indians, f;{JT '00:. ·. ~1· J~l}1:-~th~ ,. 4'oundati"Olls 
~ ... ~ . 

of the Chruch were blessed. ~nd the oonTner s 'tone 'was laid . It was a day ----I,.qrjlUltnI1l~.p. :with ·. sol$.:mn~ty and excitement... .. '::.' ... '- .... t. 
F_O\lJ'l9At.ionf:!~, had 'been comfleted .. for the mo.st .p . flr-t~-~no mean .ffrat, to be . sure 

f:Qr~·nQ;WnerA ,·e lse .. im.ct.he ~ .. was .thtt.r..e . to' be f6und. !any.thing- to ·co. mpare 
wi t<.h.rcthf:tDl.. :They 'had-C .heen b.uil t thr'es ,.fee.t :thi'clc with ·8 view'. to supporting 
walls of .. ,ma..aonary c.6ix .tnche.s ·t ·hinner..'. RaT the" occasion '-Of~ placing thefi·rst 

,A.1K>l'l8 O~L t.he .walls,..'. tlla- w.ilole. 8i t.e had' :b..eelJ .. -tidiad ~nd 'decorated ' wi th g.r.eens 
and buntings, a platform ha d been set up in the c~'nter ' # 'of th~ altar which 

.. ..:. war;t synnoJ-lnte'd by ~ . cross·. rising, ':; :.fbrty f~ e.t· int,o the . sky .• ~T0 one 'side of the 
::'''J:;.;L;: ,pJ.~·ti,011ll·; 31np. _ .l.lp.on . i,t . ,.stood, _a~ tab..le ~ ..draped .. w-it'h ·nati.ve'. -handi?raft and on the 

table lay the litter bearing the , t3tone .,. tobe \'hlessed. ". . . . 
The morning was bright, bu.t. br~. e'zy • .. Bunting, ·f ·lags 'and greens billowed and 

tos: ~e,ct \1!l<d,6X. ,;tAe. ·1l1Q.,f.ning.: :.aun. "Ma,s_ was 'sung .a:t7 ;. a:nd~ .. fo llowed' by a' .co lorful 
~~~:ce s s"ion i~ wh~ qA.. ... ;the .en tir.e.L ,: vl1l~~et-bok: 'part.' ·The .proce 8.sio~a r .cr,98ss 

X!' ~;" 'I w1~fi~S'btAA~~~_e!ittl:rt~ .b~h'thf) ii :. tle ,glrls and theiY'b'anner~ 'next be the little boys 
" e rn ugrrg~rs~nRr~hests, the 12 chiefs, uniformd soldirs 

, t e grown-ups. 
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HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

centennial Year. \;~ ikwc.mikong 1852 - 1952 

t D th building of a monument to GOd.. Undertcken. twelve yc: a~3 • • •• S ory OJ. 0 . ,-t 
nfter the initial missionary efforts nt conver.s~on by the d70ccs an p:_c~ 

F;~her J.D. Prcux, and four years after the arrival o~ the f~rGt Jesukt 
'Missionary of the 19th century in the Great Lakes Reg~on of Canada. Holy 
Cross Church rose out of tho dauntless zeal of missionarie~ and through the 
wo rkmanship of the Indiana people of '~·iikwemikong. 

This summer Holy Cross Mission Church reaches its IGOth birthday. 
Exactly one hundred years ago during the last . week in July this wonderful 
stone ' church was blessed and opened. A jubilant crov/d of' villazers had eona 
down to the shore in front of the church and welcomed tho bishop \Jho " ... ~ s to 
put the seal of approval upon their new church. The solemnity of the Ro~~ 
Ritual and the colourful festive dress of the villagers combined to mnko 
a memoruble day of this glorious event. Freshly cut bouZhs of pine Dna c cd~ r 
scented the route of the procession to the c hurch. The very b eDt dCC0 1~G t ior.D. 

.ut hnnd 'wore used on the church itse' f. Vespers, the usual aftornoon sc::'--' 
vice on Sundays, wore suspended for the day: which happen0d to be a Slli~d~
and in their stead there took placo the 1'0 rmal blessing.of the new church. 
'.;ikwemikong was proud of its achievement, and justly. 

Sixteen years earlier, in 1836, a diocesan priest from Penetcn
guishene QP thel eetietlts had beeun visitine the island, and found tho p e o!Jl c 
were as sheep without a shepherd. Two years later this priest, Father : ",,"OUX 

beean devoting all his t~e and energy to the conversion of tho isla,ders. 
Conversions to the Faith grew rapidly under the warmth of his zonlous efforts. 
Three hundred island Indians had received the Faith and been bcptised before 
the end of the year 1843. The following SU!nI:ler the lone missionary rocei-
ved a Jesuit to help him in the unmnnggenbly large job of converting and 
instructing the growing number of Catholic Indians who ~ere scattered OVer 
the length of the sprawling islnnd. 

The Jesuit was Father Jean Pierre Chone. He arrivc-d from ~~urnia 
with hiD intcrprGt~r Ferdinnnd Rocue and tl crew of Seven Indians along VJith 
:father l' roux on July 9, and settled down in a ramshnckle drnfty house :) l :-:c cJ 
D t the~;: di r,posal of tho two priest~. Tho next stlr.'lmer a.dded n second : ()s;;.i t 
cissionary in Father Joseph Hanipaux. The tortuous course of the early G.:?jS 

of the mission began almost immed.iatoly after the arrival of Father Honi'0[:'u~. 
7'he friendly Agent at Mnni townning Vias replaced by a bicottcd one. The 
founder of the mission became disC'oura.eed apparently, and left tho ir.l nnd . 
!hD t his departure WUG due to ill-feel ing towards his fellow miss i (:nr.: ric~ 
~s scarcely possible. He retained his interest in the· mission for years 
Besides s~nding th~ Jesuits such things as r.iass wine, he donated a fine ~ hnl.i.c c , 
~"ld a. lump sum of ; ~100 towards the ol'ganisation of the mission school. ':\ h r~.:; 
years later, the summer of 1848 he re-visited the mission headqunrtero t o ci i s
cuss the advisability of beginning the construction of a new pormanent c hurch 
for the Catholio Indians of ·,'iikwemikong. 



\ 
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wikwemitong centenar,y. 2. 

L 
The time had oome, thought Father Prou~x. tor the people of Holy Cros. 

Mia.ion to undertake the oonstruotion ot the church. The joyous reoeption ~e 
had just then uutDi been acolrded by the village people who re~aubered h~ 
well tor bi- kindnes8es egged him on with his 8uggestion, and d~r1ng a conter
ence with the new Superior ot Holy Oros., Father Nicholas point, he oame tor
ward with it. Father point was 80 taken wit~ idea that he oo~ldn 't dismiss it. 
He knew trom his three months' dealings with the people the dlfficulty be would 
have to tace in rousing their enthusiasm, b~t the opinion ot BO experienced ~ man 
as Father proux oould not lightly be discarded. There was urgent need for ex
panding the s1&e ot the exiating little c~hapel: that fo,. on. thing was olear 
nu to everybody. But the immHiate expansion oalled fo,. could be made tem
porarily on the .hapel,atemporary addition would suffice, if construction ot 
the large, permanent church were begun. Reasona for constJ"\lction sugeested 
th8Dselfes;- The numerous barges the Indians bad built the same SWDmer proved 
the~was no lack or enterprise. Let th Indians th~~8elve8 construct the new 
church, and then they will get accustomed to doing witho~t ,/'hites whenever 
there 18 question of building things. GiVe the Indians a tair opportunity to 
show their mettl., and they will prove to' all co.ere that Indian laziness 
and inoompetence are quite Wldeserved name-tags. 

On the conclusion of Father pro~xt 'Visit, the resolution was taken I 

to begin construction. Father point and Father Hanipaus, the Jesuit Mission
ary priests, and two Jesuit Brothera, John Veroneau and John Callaghan, each 
in hie respeotive fielt went ,to work on the planned. church. Father Point 1'i rat 
oompleted a model ot the church in miniature. With it h. inted&led to demon
strate to any skeptical apponent. how easy it was to oonstruct the ais8ion 
ohurch. Every able-bodied man on the spot could and should help. If eve~
body helped, why the whole building would be put up in ••• a few" seasone. 
Vforkmen wwl4 be paid, not in mere cash, but in kirld, Three pounds of meat 
and 8ix of flour would be a day's pay. Were work to begin without delay, it 
looked a8 it the missionariea and their flock could .ax. save a year on the ' 
aotual construction period. Lack of necessary tools and insuffieiency of pro
paganda convinced the Fathe,.e that they would be dOing well it they succeeded 
in gathering up the stone which lay about the site ot the proposed church. 

August 2 theaame aummer, l848, Father Hanipau& took a more aggres
siYe step iaxS.. towarda construction, when h. led a large gang of workers 
ott to Manitowaning to gather st.one. Two wee .. later they returned from the 
bee to discover that Father point, the two Brothers ana an old-timer had built 
an addition to the existing ohapel, and to~ards the oonstruction of the church 
had. received from the agent at Manitowaning a "torge and a collection of tools. 
Dur~g the autumn that ensued a beginning was made in the gathering of stone 
on and about the aite ot the future church. During the winter, the whole 
project slumbered unde,. a thick layer of anow and ice. 

Actual conatruction began entbuaiastioally on a grand acal. in the 
first two week. ot the follOWing June. Barges were brought into action for 
hauling stone. Foundations were staked ott. Men,women and children turned 
out to work. Their objective was to have the toundation. ready by the feast 
of st Ignatlue, July 31, for the plaCing ot the tirst stone of the building 
itaelt • 



3. 

~vork rolled along merrily in the hot June weather, in temperatures 
which rose continually into the eighties. It wn8 deemed neoessary to remoye 
the old church trom where it atood, and it was decided to have it rebuilt ag 
an addition to the sohool. A aingle day's effort suffioed to bring thi8 m~-
08 ... 1'. alJaost to Gompletion. The little old church was torn down and all of 
it save the root was rebulltt aocording to .'pl8l1 June 11, 1849 when the the~ 
.om.ter hovered over a read.ing ot 86. . 

Troubl. aroae when Gabaw, an otherwise able foreman and excellent 
worker, ~ook the reaponsiaulty upon him8elf ot advancing wages to 80me ot 
the work-ganga. These ganga were 'piling the stone they had hauled by barge 
on the shore of the bay, a quarter-mile from the Beene ot construction. And 
there and then they were being paid in full tor their work of hauling. Father 
H&nipaax was greatly annoyed, and antioipated tUrther payments for the labori
oua job ot transporting the stone up the quarter-mile hill to the church site. 
Quick and effective aotion on the part ot the priest averted serious disorder. 
Men Vient on hauling stone, women oarried land. teen-age boys brought lime; and 
the younger children made them.elves useful by bringing water. 

OORN tRSTONE LAID JULY 31 1849 

JUly 31, feast of the missionaries' patron saint, Ignatius of Loyola, 
was a day not t,o be forgotten by wikwemikong Indians. It was the day the 
foundations of tbe new ohurch were bleseed and the oomerstDae waS laid. It 
was a day cramned with 801emnitJ and excitement. The foundations had been ! 

tor the most part .oapleted - no mean teat, to be sure. for nowhere else on 
the length ot the island ';ii there to b~ round anything to compare with them. 
They had been built three feet thick with a view to 8upporting walle of masonry 
8ix inches thinner. For the oocasion of the placing of the first stone of the 
walla, the whole site had been tidied and decorated with greens and buntings, 
a platform had been set up in the centre for the altar which was surmounted by a 
cros. which rose forty teet. into the Bky. To one side of the platform and upon 
it etood 8 table draped with nutive handicraft, and on the table lay the litter 
with the stone to be blessed. The morning woe bright but. breezy. Bunting, flags 
and greens billowed and. t088ed in the JDOrning aun. Mass was sung at seVen and 
followed by a oolourful proeession in which the entire village took part. The 
procession oross was followed first. by the little girls and th~ir bnnner, next 
by the little boys and their banner, and then by the choristers. the priests 
the t.wel va ohiet., the soldiers in unito",rJD, and the green-ups. ' 

The ceremony lastea about two hours. One of the missionaries gave 
an in8truction on the meaning of the holy holiday. Three of the chiefs made 
apeeches: A88iginnki, in the name of all the ohiets, .attagewinini, in name 
of all the Island Indians, and Tekkoman in the name ot the mili tie. This last 
was very impres8ive, his elo~t epeach was welcomed by a salvo from the gurr. 
ot the Boldiers. The guns were heafd ... a 8econd and a third time at appro
priate moment. in the proceeding •• once when the priest' 8 hand was raised in 
blessing OVer the stane, and again when the procession on ita ret~rn was about 
to enter the enoloaure of the foundation.. In the aftemoona a program 0 f foot
races and the l1ke enguged. the energies or the young enthl18iasts of the villaf" e 
and re~.ived the encouragement ot a great many onlookers. Benediction of the

J 

Bles8.~ Saorament at sunset brought the epoque-making day to a peaceful close. 
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twas rovidentia1 that the village and its missionaries had had a ~ 
thorougbly I eI1joya~le <lay of it. Next morning marked th~ begi~ing of h!:npain 
fully long years ot construction. Missionaries and tbel.r tP:O,lJ ~tar~ , e6 • The 

heir ho)e. rise and fall. and their devotedne8s to a tas a. .s ape • . 
T itUd~ of the roject, the slow advance in the work, and the ~ad.quac~ o~ 
~~a and materials at times threw a blanket of di8coura~ement over the.v~ll~ge. 
At other times quarrels ~nong the workers, 'petty jealousl.es, or shea! dl.sCo~t
entednes r- with pay would drag operations towards a standstill: ou~sl.ders, ~-. 
dividual cantanqueroua persons with a littl"e authority, aometlJlles.l.nterfere 
and suoceeded on occasion in Btalling the entire venture. Yet f~l.th an~ pers .... 
veranoe won out in the end, and there arose a church which to thl.s day ~s the 
pride of the island and a queen among mission churches in Ontario. 

Interest in the work slackened daring the first winter after the 
foundationa were blesBed. In 'ebruar,y all that was done on the chur~b w~s 
the raiaing ot the timbers tor the tramework ot the building. In vam dl.d 
the misaionaries plead with the Indiana to go and cut loge for the mill at the 
.ission. SO that the mill would not be idle in the spring. The maple-sugar 
season will begin,. soon. replied the village spokesmen, and with the money 
we intend to make this year on syrup and sugar W8 shall pay our debts and . 
buy lumber tor the ohurch. Th. season came and went.. the take was patheti-" 
oa11y emaIl, le.1 than halt that of the year before. The village W~8 without 
money, and their oburch without wood tor the floor. 

A White skilled labourer, Joe Dollard was hired as head-mason for 
the ohu.roh. His eoaing May 18 sparked the resumption of work on the walla. ~ 
Under him eight men laid atone, and drew full pay for their work. other ~or
kers. men, women and children were all paid one way or another. stone waa 
fetohed from islands a& far a8 ten miles away. When brought to land, it was 
dragged on .lede or .arried on streiohers up the hill to the church site. 

In June the little oommunity of Jesuit mi •• ionary priesta and bro
thers were visite4 by their higher ."pel'lor, Father P. Boulanger, S.J. This 
visitor met with what looked for the world 11ke aD eabaresaing reception. 
The pries. and brothers were t.aken by surpri8e in their disregard for their 
o'lfn provisions. They had practically n <;t.hing to .et on the table before their 
fami.hed higher s"perior. But Father Boulanger was not ottended, and when later 
in the <lay he inspeoted the tr .. endou. ettorta everybody was making to further 
the conatruotion ot the 0 burch, his disappointeJJllt OYer phis reception mel ted 
and gave way to ndtairatioft. He stayed ten days and law too the efforts the 
ai8s1onarie. were making to in.tRot and 'baptise oonverts sod to instil 8 

d.eper appreoiation of the faith in the Catholio Indiana ot .everal Indian 
•• ttlemenia on the ieland. aefore his depatture he Qontributed the Bua ot 
$$06 to the new .huron, and said he was convinced the .tone-work would be finish
e4 by winter. H1. yisit proved an invaluable encouragement to the entire village. 

Hardly had his homebound ship disappeared trom view, when Joe Dollard'. 
foncine.a for drink roueed the ire ot Father pOint, who promptly dismissed the 
man. The .even atone-mason. who had bee working directly under and with Joe 
Dollard aQddenly refUGed to g~ on with their work. They demanded Joe's recall. 
To enforoe their demand they rallied practically the whole popUlation of 'j~ik-

wemikons to a •• eting in tront ot the priest.' houae early the next morning. 
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A horae and rider they had ready for an t.mediate trip to Manitowaning to bring 
Dollarcl back. lather Point stepped outside the door and taoed the people and 
their spokesmen. He listened to th 11' grievanoe and to their weighty reaso~. 
tor having Joe recalled. They insisted that no man in the Yillage was oompetent 
8080gh to euoceed Joe Dollard, reoa11 hia, shouted Nebanekijik. and we'll all 
go back to work willingly. Having heard th.8Dl out, Father point took i~sue with 
their arguments and presented his own for dismi8sing Dollard. ~ ~' akekijik, o~e 
of the leaders of the rally, was now persuaded that Father Point had been rl.ght. 
Bespoke out in defence ot Father point' 8 action. Thereupon the rally broke up. 
"Nakekijik the went to work under the direction ot Bemankkmang who showed him
s.lt no lea. willing and proticient in ~4l~g the trowel, and the two got along 
•• so .. ell that betore long the other men c.e back. Kinojamek and Gaba., twa 
ot the principals in the rally in protest of Dollard' s di .. ie8al, could not re
si.t the example ot Wakekijik and Bemanakineng. In a tew day.' time the newly 
organised work-teaa we ... COJlvUace<i that. nothing better could possibl» have hap
pened to Holy CI"O.8 Mi8sion than the diaia8al ot Dollard. The last trace at 
resentment diaappeared torever, when 'atter le88 than three weeks' work the' 
village discovered that the same work-gang under Bemanakineng had aocomplished 
as JILloh work in 17 days as they had done under Dollard in 28 days. 

Not a single white man was kept on the job. '.iork progressed wonder
fully well during that summer ot 1850. Cold weather alone called a halt in 
thetz work. Two months pa8sed, and with the first of the New Year 1651 the good 
missionaries oalled for men to go and cut logs but t here was no response. All 
the .fervor tor work on the church had somehow died out completely. The chiefs 
were invited to dine at the priests' house and to discuss the call for more logs. 
still there wae no response. Then two days lajer one of the men, Bebamitabi, 
explained how the superintendant at Manitowaning had ahipped a supply of meat 
and tlour so a8 to get the men to work for him on a public road. That this road 
work had been arranged on the sly was clear trom the attending circumstances. 
The missionaries however patiently waited for the situation to right itself. 
They renewed their request to have logs cut, and asked those who were willing 
to look tor an area in which to cut. Oft towards Mani towaning an area was 
found. Its discovery was announced. Abnnd of worken set out immediately, 
and their good example ,kindled a blaze of fervor which brought all kinds of 
assistance. In 'three .daye their eftorts yielded a total of 200 logs and trans
portation to the mill at Holy Crose. ~Jakekijik, Kenojameg and Itawigijik were 
among the energetic woodsmen who took part in this highly successtul venture. 

Men at and away trom the mission had tried to thwart construction of 
the new church. Now it was time for the eleMente to oppose the nOble under- . 
taking. March thaws and running water said it was time tor the millto go to ' 
work. But the mill refused to ·cut a straw. Matohiwita went to work with Bro
~her Verone~u ?n the mill, together they repaired the machinery so well that 
Ul two days t1me t?e ,.ill was running better than ever. Fire broke out a 'day 
Or two later. A th10k cloud of anoka eacaped trom the root, and the school
house was ablaze. No lives were lost, nobady was injured, and the fire was put 
out before it haa demolished the building thanks to the rea '1y cooperation of 
the villagers. Animikwam and Agowasae were cited on this occasion for tbe~r 
selfless efforts.directly to the school but indirectly to the church Sick-
ne •• and death came next to impede full-scale work on t.he church. F:ithtul 
Kenojamek was quickly losing hi. sight, Wakekijik'. ten-yeAr-old daughter 
Margueri to died. atter a ahort but painful illness. She had b.~ a very bright 
pupil at sohool, and at the close of the school year she had brought home top 
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honours in classwork and conduct. During her illness her father was continually 
away from construction work. Somebody made oft with his trowel and pile of picked 
stone. l.i.S.lXJI lncidents ot the kind were indeed trying, but still the bereaved 
tather devoted his tim. and energy generously. 

construction went on. July 6 the masonry for two windows was oom
pleted, July 31, exactly two year. after the .... cornerstone was blessed and laid, 
the first beam was raised into place. Two ~~ek8 later 8ix pillars were set in 
place, and next the root-timbers were raised.. By the end of September the masonry 

." W88 almost fini8hed, and on October 1 the long arch in the root was set in place. 
with the beginning of winter, all unt-. tiIIt ... usxs. ...... j;utU and". the 
exterior, exoept tor the finishing t.ouches, was complete. Considerable work 
remained to be done on the interior, but it could be done at a leisurely pace 
during the first halt of 1852 provided the church were finished inside and out 
by July. 

July 1852 made history at Wikwemikong. To the full satisfaction and 
intense delight ot the whOle villaee Hia Grace the Bishop announoed his coming 
tor sundq ",t.he 25th ot the month. 'lhe steamboat on which. he arrived was met wi tb 
lI.eticulou8 formality by a gaily deoorated barge. On the barge beside the cr.ew 
sat the choristers and the now familiar fa ... 'atx ... three missionary priests 
Fathers Point, Hanipaux and DuBanquet. J.. nine- o'clock morning sun beamed upon 
the weloome barge as the Bishop dasembarked from the ste8lllboat end shook bande 
with the jubilant Jesuit trio. He was sung ashore and up to the priests' house 
past the curio\l8 eye8 of a record-breaking orowd of spectators who had gathered 
near the dock. Then in the tull spiendour of church ritual he was led to the 
old church for Mass. All the ceremonies of Pontifioal High Mass made a deep 
impression on the congregation. The greater number of those present had never befor~ 
seen anything so magnificent. Lavish deooration. inside and outside the church 
oompleted the oolourfUl spectllcle. They inoluded a long rectagnle of closely 
planted trees between the homes ot \Vakekijik end Donawenimiki, which looked like 
an. arcade tit for a king. In the attemoon the formal blessing of th o church 
cllJDaxed the e.xcitement of' the day. The BlesBed Sacrament WH 8 solemnly carried 
to its new tabernacle, Benediction ended the celebrations of the day and marked 
the COmmencement of a hundred-year era of peace and happiness. 

25-2-52 
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