Garnier Residential School
Spanish Ontario
October 25,1947

Very Reverend Dear Father Provincial,
Pax iti.

Poor Father Belanger:l am sure that he would be the
first to regret being moved and yet woulid feel that

he must stick to his guns.He is not so much trouble

a8 might be thought.We got a bath room fixed up off
hie room when the plumber was working here with sing
and toilet bowl for his convenience.Before that he

had us up at all hours of the night with faise alarms.
This we could not bleme him for since he,poor man,

did not wish to tage any riske that would ewbarracs
him and the irnfirmarian afterwards.Unce tne new place
was et up with hand bars and st®vet car fixtures

to enable to help him cope with whatever situation
might arise,then we slept soundly and Brother Lallamme
did not have restless nights.It seemed that everything
was rosy.srother iestaway has «Lept up the diet just

as Father velanger wantad it,shifting graciously this
way und that.I need not tell you that Fr.Ruchman is

tihe soul of charity.Uf course it is very lonesome some
parte of the day.Stilli,Fr Lelanger sleeps huurs every
day and reads a fair asmount..still an hour or o a day
aloud to Fr.Richard.He is able to get out on the gallery
these last weeks again and The Vear Lord hss given us
marvelious weather.He hac a call vell and can get service
in very short order,his meals are carried to his room
and I make at least two or three vigits each day,often
more.lle becaume very confused and worried sbout confessions
and I thought it beiter to tell him not to hear them
since he said.I)He could not hear half of what was said
£)He did not underctand what he did hear.d)He could not
reaall the formula half the timel!Upon which he asked me
if I thought he should continuel!Then the poor man
began to tell sowmeone that he was so relieved that I



I had stopped (sic) him from hearing confecsions but
that he did not mind.He gets very confused and I

firmly believe that the roqt of the whole matter is

that ne things that he is 3burden which he emphatically
is not.He asxe for impossible service at times and can
be very difrficult in insisting on something and then
eimply changing his mind,but generally we have to

put him off.He is perfectly happy ten minutes after.

I thing this ie what ha pened.de would be very miserabile
in Guelph.Here Father Richard can spin away in French
with him,and the latter ic guite ready to be bounced out
wihen Fr.Belanger says he is tired! There he would have
little or no company and no compatriots.At the hospital
he wouid not have the company at all,he would be

made to taxe wh&tever came on hig tray cince the Doctor
says that there is no special diet for him,snd he

would be treated ver definitely and no more.They have
no time for anything else.It is & small hoepital and
extremely noisy.

When he hae hoad your letter,l shall see hima and
tell you what he says.l do not thiug ne could be Ctetter
elsewnere,above &ll not in the hospital or Guelph,He still
gete his visitore from Wikwemikong who come to see their
children nere.He is a worier and lonecsome and weak and
g0 must be expected to be dissatisfied in spots.On the
whole he ic¢ guite cheerful and again,not nearly as much
of & burden as one might thing.

All the rest goes well.Fr Rushman was quite tired
out and went to see Father lacDonald for a few days
tnue filling Fr.layhew's lace whilwe the latter is
away.He will be home(Fr.R.) today.He is most devoted
and a nard worker but cannot kKeep up the pace that
¥, Hannin hit.Mr.Johnston is doing a good job snd Mr
bnretien astounde us with his fund of patience among
his ninety odd small boys.He seems to have hit his
vocation!The brothers are well and we donlwant you to
shy about sending any more spare one& that may happen
along. e have excellent teacners and the going seemps
to be mueb eacier than lact year.

Phere must always be something...but it is a common
wfrliction,tne awful risge in prices.W8 took a bad beating
these last two months on our grocery bille and have
nad to cut down on such things ac bacond and extra
£itchen stuffs to get ourselvee balanced in December.
Our grant was delayed by weeks.As soon as it is straignt
-ened out we shall forward Fr.Brennan a cheque.lie are
drgwing Stegight monthly salaries from the grand and
tuis will net us much more in the comuunity account



«.shelp to pay off the insurance and taxes,wipe out the
parish debt,and 1leave us & decent though modetct
balance in the community fund.The total staff salaries
will be €ix hundred and ten per month,I have not in-
cluded bBro.MacLuren who runs the bakery nor the two
Brothers Vandermoor and LaFlaunme who were drawing the
Vocationsl School grant for their teaching.The Department
has made all sorts of new regualtions as regarde this
latter grant.If they do not pay it,I shall ascign

a salary to each of these and thus raise the szlary
for the staff (Ourj} etill higher.The suditor was
surprised that we should be transferring so small an
amount for salaries.In reality the transferring of

this money across does not give the houce any more
money but the grant will go up and the cost of

living down and the school will be doing just what
every other Residential School is doing,drawing

its stated salaries per maen per job.We could thus

meet the Province bills on time and could meet

medical emergencies ete without difficulty. '

Fr.Joe Dwyer is here and seeme very enthusiacstic
about the Cape and speaxks well of the peoplethere.He
-looks well too.

Fr Meley ie well and doing his usual st:ady
job on the m&ssions.rr Sullivan is well,off and on,
just now he is eating fairly well and is cheerful.

He is & life saver for masces since we are just hhree
to say them.we always welcome retreatents since they
take one of the masses.Fr Deguire made his retreat here
just before Fr Dwyer cane. ‘
May we have your blessing on our community, be
asczured of our prayers,
Servus in Xto.

ot Bty



Garnier Kesidential School
Spanish Ontario
Nov.27th 1947

Very Reverend Dear Father Provincial;
PoCo

All goes well at Spanish.Fr Belsnger settled
and hap y and IFr Richard trotting around in search
of Indian words.We get one of the boys from study
at ©.30 gnd 7.00 to read Indian to him,he manages to
get a couple of nours out of Fr belanger,and he picks
up people here and there all day long in the corridor
and snaree them.

Father Hannin wrote gnd would very much lice to.
come to Spanish for Lent.It seems a lot to ask for
but he would of course be & very great help here.Fr
Sullivan is planning on going to Toronto in February
for three wek«s...retreat,some complicated dentsl
work before the retreat..the retreat itself.a few days
to rest the gumes and then the csecond attack.He definite
-ly needs the dental situation cleared up.He does not
suffer but there is a certain amount of bridge work
which apparently is just resting on & very precarious
point on one side and there are complications on
the other point of suspension which could develop into
a major catastrophe.Undoubtedly it will take him
thrce weeks for everything anyway.VWe have three masces
daily to say at the least point and with him gone we
would be strapped.lNow Father Mayhew would very much
like to nave a miscion at “atchewana and one at
Goulais Bay..Fr llaecD"nald would lize to have a forty
hours during Lent.I presume they have written sabout
this.With Fr.dsnnin here we couls have help at leact
for part of the time Fr Sullivgn is awgy.0f cource it
would be somewhat more than a replacement but we could
also stand thati!It ic a very bad wmonth to bring all
the girls from the convent and the ladies too,since
our chupel ie not warm,and it is difficult for us too
with cuch numbers to have any kind of decent time
Sciiedule for the morning.



Secondly there is a permission which I have
intended several times to agk of you.Our family was
brosen up when we were very young due to mother's desath
The people to whom I owe most are & brother ans sister
Dan Maclean..and Catherine (Mre Jack Fraser) of Pailey's
#rook in Nova Scotia.They nelped me at ctllege,both
bgthurst and ot Mary's,did everything they poseiblyg
couid for me.There never was any officisl gusrdian ship
of course,they were friends of Dad's.I could never rcally
repay what they did for me.+his year Dan has not been
well at all and had a difficult operation,it was not
dangerous but it has occurred to me that both are
growing old and one of these months I will get & telegram
that they are very ill. I resally feel that in such s
cage I should ask permission to go to them.If you decide
otherwise Father I shall not be put out at all,but my
mind will be more at rest.They are not the type of
people who would call without necessity.

It looks ¢gs& if we are going to be able to get
iMlechanics papere for Brother 'andermoor.His viegit to
the Sault did a greet deal for him and he wrote to
the Yarector of Apprenticeships Director in Toronto.

In view of the need of mechanics the organization

is giving peapers to anpone who can proove five years
work in a gargge under a cettificated (sorry) mechanic
...Two garage men one here snd one in Mascey who have
gnown and admired *rother for a long time have signed
the applications and now the last form goes in.Bro V
ig in league with *rother 0'Ieefe to whom I really
believe our Lady never refuses anything.@hen a letter
goes out Bro O0'K lights two vigil lights &t Our
wady's altar and £eeps an eye on them all day from
time to time to see that they are burning brightly.
Both of thew join in prayer and I really do not see
what chance Our wady has.iile are fighting to keep the
manual training grent which we wangled last year,and
we can gLeep it only if someone hae some sort of
papers for the teaching of mechanics or any trade.

I took fyur whole days off and went to Garden
River.I enjoyed it imuensely,it wase & change but
it is rather difficult for them there without & cook.
“*ather ..ayhew igc very interested in his miscions and
is doing a grand job.¥r liebonald finds G.R. rather
unorganized but his health is good and he ie idesl
for a quiet place.I etill think he has a good get-up.

Ouar boye and girls are going home for Christmas
and you can imagine the relief it ie going to be.



fie shall probably have fifty or sao left,but that is
a handfull compared to the number now,and it will
mean so much lecs work for everyocne and some rest
during the holiday.They lsave on the nineteenth and
return on the third.

Our grade tens are dojng splendidly and we shall
make arrangements with the “epartment after Christmas
to have them placed in colleges for third high.l think
about six of them will continue next year.As far
&8 capabilities are concerned they could all go on
but three of them would certainly find it hard to
Keep an interest beyond the second.

Thinge are more difficult at the Convent.They
are very inadaquately staffed.No recruits,lay teachers
in the class rooms,almost half the community are
of retired age and sic<&,no one to handie the first
prefect's job comoetently,and the rssualtént difficulty
with the girle.It ie becoming pretty hopeless.

e are ahving our own time to keep rolling with
cédlinge gone and the prices eailing but thank God
Tfor our own farm produce and for the fewneces of
labourers we must pay.

Wie as your blecssing on our house,the community and
boys,

Sincerely and “espectfulLy

vervus in Christo,

ot Blere e



Indian Residential School
Spanich Ontario
December 8th 1947

Very Reverend Desr Father Provincisal;
P.C.

We would like the two scholastics to get & bit of a
breag during the Christmas Holidays. They have worged
very well and during the regular year it ies difficult
for them to get away for a4 day.l thougnt that it
would be nice for them to go to Sudbury College for
& day returning next day.The train connections are
impossible since the train goec down oniy at night
and again the buces do not click.They would have
just three or four houre there.lIf You thing this is
exaggerated then we chall give them just the day's
trip.Wie are anxiously waiting for the twentieth of
December and the moct beautiful sight in the world..
the bus turning the corner on the hill..loaded with
little sanitoulin turkeys.

Aall are well and things are shaping up for

the winter. .
Hervub in Ato.&jaﬂ



Indisn Residential School
Bpanish Ontario
Dec.I8th 1947

Very Reverend Dear #ather FProvincial;

I an emclosing a list of what seems to be
the ministry for Father Hannin according to the
hopes of Father igyhew.If it seems too strenuous
Father Mayhew would be quite willing to maxke the
missione shorter.If ¥Father Hannin is in good trim
I would think that he might rather enjoy giving
the miscione full time and following the whole
gseries of sermons.At any rate it could be adjusted
even after he came up.This way he has something
definite to worx on.

Mr Brown and his swimming pool! He will one
day be berled in erl.I received a copy of the
article before it went to "Jesuit Missions" and
deleted the tosh about the gymnasium,but he gdds
& swimming poolil thought the article had too much
of the perconal and cut out the parts which paint
ues as living examples of something between financial
wizards and beaming father-mother-and family to
the boys.But for the foundation for either swimming
pool or gymnasium,excevnt for Fether Hannin'e fond
dreaming of the latter...it was news.Father Hannin
loved to cannily figure out how £0 many boys working
with so0 many bags of cewent over so0 many years
could build enough bloeks for & ggmnasium..the
prices would go down,the grant would go up..all
very simple.But he was too much of a realist to
consider it as being poccibhle.]l had just written to
lir Neary (Sunt of Welfasre and Training) who doses
try to get better help for us..told him of the
difficulties due to such high prices and of our
parlous situation: Then I get a létter from Fr.
Brown telling me he has juet sent copies of the
Jesuit Micsions to Mr Neary at the Office,the
starlf will be somewhat confuied.

Last year the Yept tried out the Christmas
Vacation businese in the west in three schools



Staffs and pupils were so enthucisasstic that all
Kesidential Schools woere notified to send them
home for Christmas this year.

I am grateful for the reascurance regarding
the llacLeans.

Miss VWalsh died yesterday after being
i1l quite some time.For years she had been suff-
-ering from cancer.

Everybody is well and it looks ae if we
shall have a nice Christmas with a program that
will allow ug time to relax.lWie eshall have about
fifty boys left.The scholastics are looking for-
-ward to the exodus.They are both in eplendid
health and doing very well.llr Shretlen is etill
gerene decpite the thousande of demands of his
million midgete.iir Johnston turned out a good
play last month and is preparing one of #ather
Lord's plays for tomorrow evening.He seems very
much at home now.

Father Sullivan was getting aslong better
than nhe had besn for years,eating regularly and
iooking quite happy but he is off food now.These
ctates may become less frequent,certainly they
have been less frequent this last year.He was
very much taken up with bingoe,which for some
reason appeal to him,but has lost interest in that.
Provbably something else will come up since he
€till has the parish as his main interest.

Asging your blessing on the comumunity
Servue in Xto.

p.,l e KQZVV;””/)



Spanish,Ontario
Dec.26th 1947

Very Reverend Desar #sather Provincisl;

P.C.
Thie is just to let you know that ir Johnston was
taken to hocpital in Blind River with a bad cace
of aprendicitis.le was operated on last ndéght
and is in no danger.The last two or three days he
had continual pains and Brother LaFlamme diagnoseé
perfectly.Wie had a call from the hospital thie morning
to tell us he was progeessing favourably,that it
was nececsary to put in a drain and thus of course
he will be some time in the hospital.

God has been very good to us this year in
letting us have it much easier with all our staff
well,and we always expect a bit of a set back through
gickness here and there.IlIt will bring very special
blessings on the house and we thall manage for the
few wa&gs to replace sir Johnston.

It has becn a Heaven cent gift to have s0 nmany
boys away...only forty three left! The house is
gquiet and everyone is enjoymig & real respite..

. .foom the patter of LITTLE?? feet.
Send & blescing to all of us,
Servus in Xto..

Vay et Ot

£t



Father lacPhee had not seen the "mother“of the mise-
-ions and began to plen immediately as to what use the
house could be put.It is alwags & game we enjoy there.

I have not heard from Father-Tim or Fsther Rushman
thece few days but the worgk progrecsee on the church
and evidently Father Rushmen mucst have stajed eince
he had promised to stop off if he were caslled back
imuediately by Faether Wilson.

Fathers Costello and llascHardy are making their
retreats and are both very edif ing.We hiope very much
that you will be able to get here.iig promise not to
discucs any business or asd£ sny permiscions ete on
that visit.

I am not sure if I told yo. that we had everything
arranged for the high school.¥We begin with eight boys
this year,some otherse may posceibly come.A grant for
taition,$I25.00 a year has .been promised for each one
taging the high school course.ihie ie to be sdded to the
usual per capita grant and will pay for the teacher
We have been fortunate in securing a first clecs
teacher for this year.The extra class room ie finished
and Brother Laflamue has done a very fine job of re-
wiring a1l the class rooms and the study hall,the light-
-ing was very poor. =

There is nothing else which comes to mind except to
.exprecs again the hope that you can come for the
recédéving of the last vows,

-

Sincerely)servus in Christo-

nqu/(}Luv“toﬁz

P?.8..Regarding Fatiier Primeau,one of the girls from
the school,diccharged some time ago,saw him in
Ottawa last weesl.Last year he spent much time at

the Sault (Ispeak of the month of July)with this
Indisn tescher and was csen very often with her then.
On his trip with Fsther Rolland he cpent & half day
pere and wae in the Sault from Saturdaey night till
{londay morning with Fr.Rolland's car.l presumed that
ne would have etraightened everything out with your
meeting.I aleo presumed that Pr.Rolland would have
explained that fr.Primeau suggected coming this way
to see me,and on arriving here did not feel up to-



coming in,as<ed for the car to go to the Sault to

sce Father Tim.The latter was in the Sault and at the
hogspital and did not get any call from Fr.Primeau.

On Mondey he came with the intention of staying for
£n hour or two and we prevailed on him to have dinner,
he came at eight twenty or so and left at half past
twoe.

Qur sincere hope is that he will not cause much
tals and »nractically foree ordinary people to draw
what they concider obvious conclusions.S8ince his trips
to the Sault lset year were very definitely for the
purpoce of meeting this person,and such wae the report
given to Father Provincial at his viegit here last
year,we are very much afraid the same business might
be drawing nim there asgain.Agein we have no proof of
anything untoward.We certainly during the psast /sar
nave all avoided any listening to what people said
and heve silenced them effectively by the argument
that he was,for us, in Toronto.Cutler Indiesne work
at the Sault as do Indians from the Island and they
generally hang around the casme gtreet,if there is
anything to carry beck they are very prompt.ind even
if tunere is nothing,the very fact of a man in clerical
garb still a Jesuit for them,yet not caying maees and
of courege they would know if he did not,the effect is
very bad.de hac certainly not sta,ed at any priest's
house without our Knowing it.It is very painful to
put yet snother burden on & hesvy load,but Father
lcilley scked me as did Father Joe when I saw him over there
to write and let you «now the set-up in so far as
can Know it.Poscibly & talk with them would be very good.
Whether it is just something psychological,a reflection
of their own fears..l do not &now but they claim thsat
thiere is an cevident gnowing 100k among their Indians
and each one claim d this ceparately.Having deslt with
tne people around here lsct year I realize what they
mean.l <now this s8ll appears very nebulous but 1 have
done my best to present the cace,and in it all there
is the only fact of appearsnces that are bad.

In Christo servus,

Wpc)
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