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Indian Residential School 
~panish.Ontario 

!vIay 16th 1947 

Very Reverend Dear ~Iather Provine ia1 t P. C. 

Father Hawkins will be in one of these days 
to eee about a matter which we discussed to no 
end while he was up hera.AIl of thzmissionaries in 
this section thin~ that this is a matter of import
-ance and we thought that the best way would be to 
huve him represent the thing to you personally 
Bnd orally since he is weikl aware of the proble i~ . 

The Vaughters of Mary,a~ your Reverence is 
aware have decided to close ViikwamiKong and Garden 
River.It i~ regrettable that either place must be 
closed,but to our way of looking at it,the closing 
of Wi~wemitCong c~n have d isastrouB results to tliese 
schools.Mo~t of our pupils who would be recruited 
for high school for the Boys and Girls section here 
would nece8sarily be druwn from Wi .kweraiKong and the 
Lurrounding missions. Smaller miELions are being ~ept 
and this very large mission dropped •• and in the case 
of Vli~wernikong only one of the ladies with teacher 
qualifications is being Fuined for the other work, 
if there were several then the the u . ·~ent need of 
nelp might be a better ar~ument. 

His Excellency would agree quite readily to 
their remaining in WiKwem i kong;from what I could 
gather dllrinf Lit:; visit here,he would be hard put 
to it to get help. 

I have of course not written to ~i~s DeNeuville 
since I felt it was not my place to do so.it would 
.£lave very I l ttle eff ect.This letter was mo r e by way 
of seconding the proposal that Fr.Haw~ins will maKe, 
or rather of affirming its nece:-H::i ty. I am so rry this 
letter is rather jumbled but it has been interrllpted 
a dozen timec. 

Just n ow the Indians on all Eides are prepar
-ing briefs.I went with Fr Haw~ins to the Island.or 
rather rushed him there! Now Fr.Dw 7sr's Ind j ans are 
all ~et wi th a formal brief, as are Fr .Ho\'i tt' sand 
Fr MacKey's,we had no time to get one lined up for 
Garden River ••.•• 



but hope to do 60 before Monday when the me eting is 
to be held(of all the Indians in these reserves)at 
Lit t le Current.The Briefs from this line will cancel 
the former d eLland mad e for Public t3chools and d effiund 
denominational schools.Repre senta tives will go to 
6ttawa for the twenty-second to ap pear before the 
cOIUmi ttee ;}1ortuIlately IvIr.]'arquahar in \(v hose elect
-orate all the~e Indians live,and who is himself on 
the committee was,because of the short notice,forced 
to callan Fr.Dwyer to get the meetin~ organized.The 
Indians had not the slightest knowledge of how to 
prepare the briefs,and were glad to get businebs 
like ~et-ups,the rest was easY,we hope everything 
Foes smoothly. This means that we a~e sure of control
-ing ten bY- iofs out of ) ossibly twelve,and tho meet 
- i ng will have a very decidedly Cb.. tho 10 flavour 
us it is fit ~ince the vast majority of these Indi 
ans are Catholic.I could see ' that Fr.Jos.Dwyer's 
influence was capable of !lbving tlleIll do thintrs well 
~ince the I ndian ohief or councillor came all the 
way from Birch Island to consult him.Fr.McKey has 
his men a ll lined up and they were mo r--e than glad 
to r apair the unintentional error m&de at Garden 
Pivor. 

Ascelng for yo u.r blessing on ou~" community 
your'~ obediently in, xto •• 
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