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Indian Regidential School
Spanish,Ontario

May Ibth 1947

Very Reverend Dear ¥ather Provineial,P.C.

¥Yather Hawkine will be in one of these days
to cee sbout & matter which we discussed to no
end while he was up here.All of themissionaries in
this section thing that this is a matter of import-
-ance and we thought that the best way would be to
have him represent the thing to you personally
&nd orally e€ince he is wedl aware of the proble..

The Ysughters of Mary,ac your Reverence isg
aware have decided to close Wikwemikong and Garden
River.It is regrettable that either place must be
closed,but to our way of looking at it,the cloeing
of Wikwemizong cen have disastrous results to tunese
gchools.loet of our pupils who would be recruited
for high school for the Boys and Girls section here
would necescgarily be drawn from Wikwemikong and the
currounding missions.Smaller micscions are being xept
and this very large miscsion dropped..and in the case
of Wikwemikong only one of the ladies with teacher
gualificatione is being gained for the other work,
if there were ceveral then the the urgent need of
help might be a better argument.

His Excellency would agree quite readily to
their remaining in Wikwemikong;from what I could
gather during nrie vieit here,he would be hard put
to it to get help.

I have of course not written to Miss DeNeuville
gince I felt it was not my place to do sgo0,it would
nhave very little effect.Thic letter was more by way
of seconding the proposal that Fr,Hawkins will make,
or rather of affirming its nececctity.l am sorry this
letter ie rather jumbled but it hss been interrupted
& dozen times.

Juset now the Indians on all scides are prepar-
-ing briefs.l went with Fr Hawkins to the Island,or
rather rushed him there! Now Fr.Dwyer's Indians are
&ll cet with & formal brief,as are Fr.Howitt's and
Fr Macley's,we had no time to get one lined up for

Garden River.....



but hope to do &0 before llonday when the mesting is
to be held(of all the Indians in these reserves)at
Little Current.The Briefs from this line will cancel
the former demand made for Publiec Schools and demaund
denominational schools.Represegentatives will go to
Ottawa for the twenty-second to apvear before the
comunittee ;Fortunately HMr.Farquakar in whoce elect-
-orate all thesge Indians live,and who is himself on
the committee was,bscsuse of the short notice,forced
to call on Fr.Dwyer to get the meeting organized.The
Indians had not the slightest knowledge of how to
prepare the briefs,and were glad to get businecss
like cet-ups,the rest was easy,we hope everything
goes smoothly.This means that we are sure of control-
-ing ten briefs out of vossibly twelve,snd the meet
-ing will have & very decidedly Catho ic flsvour
a8 it is fit since the vast majority of these Indi
ans are Catholic.l could cee that Fr.Jos.Dwyer's
influence was capable of having tiem do things well
¢ince the Indian chief or councillor came sll the
way from Birch Island to consult him.Fr.McXey has
hieg men s8l1l lined up and they were more then glad
to repair the unintentional error msde at Garden
River. '

Asging for your blessing on our comamunity
your's obediently in Xto.,
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