Garnier Hesidential School
Spanish Yntario
Jan.3rd 1947

Very Reverend Wvear Father Provincial;
P.G.

There used to be gquare dance wnere the "caller"
could ad 1lib to such an extent as to have the
dancers in breathless befuddlement.It wae heaps of
fyn and of course singe it lasted ‘a very short
time people enjoyed it.I'm afraid that poor Fr.
Belanger is the caaler in the dance againi

Last week he was in one of his utterliy
impoccible moode,nothing suited him.He claimed
that you had told him he was to stay here live and
die like it or lump it..etc..This was Ruscia
(last weex! )He wanted me to write immediately,not
tc you but to The Provinecial of the Lower Province
to have him imuediately lifted from this awful
impriconment.He had row after row with snyone who
approached him..I told him that he would have to write
himself since he wanted to write and that anyone could
write the letter but that I could not very well write
it myself.l also told him that I was sure tnat you
understood how herd it was for him and that you
would by no means force him to stay if he were that
terribly unnappy,but I aleo told him that nhe would
not be happy anywhere else since his sickness was
& heavy cross that would go right asalong with him.
I do not see how I could refuse to send the letters
although he had told me several times before to
tear up any he might write to hic fatiner Provincial
sooyou can imagine how tne situation bgecomes okt
very complicated..(Hat hot, & v 6 patrcton S50 (

Today he is very nappy..hae been for three days
and ie laugning at the whole matter.l find it rather
trying to laugh with him,but he is a poor olid sieck
man with whose whime no one could poscibly cope.He
now wicies he hadn't written the letters etc ete
and I muet refuse next time to send them.e was out
of hig head.We are sll wonderful..thie is Utopisa
Unlimited...and I myeelf have a hesdsche trying to

£eep up witn it all..Oh yes,we are all pardoned for




having misunderstood him and muct not pay any attentim
to him.l think the best thing to do would be to let
the matter ride and see how thinge go.lie has begun to
read the Office again and ic quite delighted that he
can follow it.As regards health ne has not gained nor
lost.l shall heve the Doctor check him but I think
he wouid be heart broken if he were told to go.l
remirided him of the story of the lad who cried WOLF
and he really ceoemg a little afraid that that ie what
may happen to him sometime.You will let me know if
there is to be furtiher action.l would feel abs:lutely
awful sending him off when 1 Know it is really the
last thing he wante.de has done so much for our
micsions and hie good p&ayers mean so much for our
house.

Mr Johmston is getting along very well and will
be howme in a day or two.Our boys come back today
and it is awful to thing of clasies and all starting
again.¥Your bgkessing on us all,

bervu 7B G s e

MW ﬂéfwm]
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Indian Residential School
Spanish,Ontario
“greh IIth,I947.

Very Reverend Vear Father Provineiasl,P.C.

This letter is long due.Spanish is about the same.
Father Penfold and Brother LaFlamme are back.Bro.la
Flamme is weak and nervous about his condition but will
soon perk up and help around.Father Penfold is his usual
self.He will of course not be of any help for a very
long time.He is quite capable of looking after himself,
says & late mass every day and sleeps endlessly,he is
not as yet able to hear even a few confescions,to discuss
his cace further is superfluous. Father Sulliven is of
course still on hanger strike and living on some diet of
hie own,mainly sugar as I undercstand.He shows up &t meals
but never touches a thing.He ic weak of cource as a result
and we follow the directions given of never asking him for
anything which if it be left undone does not affect anyone
g0 that apart from the convent mass and mass Monday in
the village he is free.The two older invalids are well enough.

Brother Vandermoor is fine now.He has got rid of the
cast and weare some sort of belt which gives him much
more freedom.

Mr.Epoch has been resting for almost a month.He is
not very strong and was advised a rest by the doctor.We
have bezn of course fairly busy as a result.We hope he
will be well enough to resume full duties in a week or
€0.de wat in bed only a few days but it looked like a case
of rheumatic fever and we did not want to take & chance.

Father Hannin is doing the usual splendid job and
the thought that we Bhall undoubtedly be so much worse
off next year is not exactly cheering.Mr Brown hss been
the soul of generosity and devotednecs,with these two
g0Ne.. .

We are looking for another teacher for our younger
ones next year.It will be & financial burden since the
number of our boys has gone down considerably,but will
ensure of a fully staffed set of class rooms.

Obediently,servus in Xto,



Indian Residential School
Spanish,Ontario
ilareh 27th,1947

Very Reverend Desar Father Provineisl,P.C. /

Your letter of last week very much appreciated.With
hopes of two good renlacements next year/will be quite
as liveable as this one has been.When the happy day
comes that will bring us more vocations to the missions
and we can fully equip the house for the High School
work and the parish,then the Good Lord will undoubtedly
see fit to give other crosses.iie do strain at the seams
somewhat here and there but have kept everything going
especially as regarde the classes which are in excellent
shape.

As regards the Garden River incident,I do not be-
lieve that any importance chould be attached to it,the
motions were proposed and seconded by protestante,the
"extellent “Yatholice on the board,Jones from Sagamox
and Meawsssige from Cutler (Serpent River) are very
peaceful lads snd with the overwhiming number of
Protestants who generally run the Garden River meet-
~-ings,plus the fact of it being held in G.R. territory,
would eilence them.Neither Cutler nor Ssgamok would
favour public Schools.I have all the copies of the
"Special Joint Committee etc..for the Examination and
Coneideration of The Indian Act."..So0 far all the Schools
visited by members (I mean schools run by Religious)
have been given an excellent Kecommendation.The extreme
views of certain re-actionaries of the Garden River
type ar: being completely refuted by these vicits every
where.Cape Crgﬁgr R.C. School got high praise asg did
the Christian’School.Thoese in thie district have not
been visited yet.It looxs ae if the main complaint from
all the members is not too much on education but more
on health and socisl conditions.I do believe they will
also insiet on better teaching,I.E. the employment of
qualified teschers.We should be vieited by Mr.Farquahar

but is ie pleasant to be sure that at all events he



will find the classes up to the mark and the children
happy and of course will be told a doleful tale of
how inadequate the finances are.Father llecley will
write sbout the G.R.meeting as will Fr.Tim when I
have the occasion to tell him.

Regarding the summer vacations of the Theologisans
here: The river has been condemned for bathing on
account of the refuse dumped in st Espanola from
the pulp mill.There have been many complainte made and
petitions signed but no headway yet.It will mean that
the boys will have to forego the usual June swimning
and wait for the Island vacation.From other points of
view if it is to be a help we would be glad to co-
operste.lt will mean some difriculty of courcse but
nothing unsurmountable.The fact of the swimming
raether bathing faciliti:e being at four miles distsnce
cgeeme to rsther dampen the enthusiasm of the comsultors
«+.Your Reverence will forgive the very mixed and rather
"wet" sentence.ihere is of course the poscsibility of the
mutter being cleared up,but it went on all last sumuer
and nothing was done.The result is that fishing is
out in this section.

Retreat begins tomorrow evening.Brother 0'Zeefe
will have to Keep on teaching,Brother Westaway will
have to stay at his job sand Mr Brown will ctay &t
his prefecting and teaching.When the time comes for
each to go for retreat I shall writec for the permission.

We had permiccion last year to fix up a temporary
chapel.VWie are desperstely in need of rooms and with
Father Dufresne gone we do not require this chaepdl,
especislly since the warm weather is here and Frs Belenger
and Penfold may use the Domestic Chapel./our Reverence
acked that when we wanted to converlithis chapel bsck to
ordinary use we were to write and mention that it had
been set up temporarily..may we have the permission?Our
main difficulty is that Bro LaFlamme and ¥r belanger
must be Kept on the first floor,the former at least
8ix months unless the Doctor decides otherwise.

Be aubured of our prayers and send ug your bles

Qvbedientlynin Our Lord

M@me




Indian Residential School
Spanish Ontario.
April I7th 1047

Very Heverend Dear Father Provineial,P.C.

We had Mr.Epoch make his retrest during the Easter retreat
presched by Father Kehoe and hoped that he might be well
enough to undertake the ordinary work afterwarde,since ne has
been off duty (with the exception of five or six daye) since
the 13th of +ebruasry.Dr.Donnelly told me last week that there
wae nothing very much the matter and that Mr.Epoch should begin
in a day or two.”e lasted one day and I did not have the heart
to keep him at it.After acking the épinion of Fathers Hannin and
MacXey and Fre Tim and Joseph Dwyer(who were all of the opinion
that from his look he could become mental,l find it best to ask
permission for & month'es rest for him.The compnlete change of
environment and the company of several scholasstics would,we think,
cheer him up and give him a chance to get a grip on himself.He
looks t:e extreme picture of dejectiop.¥We have been Kind to him
here and &1l along the way have tagen sway sny burden of work
from him.He has cheered up visibly at the prospects of a visit,
and I have taxken the liberty to sey that I am asking for Toronto
gince he became reslly deprescsed and scared &t the mention of
Guelph.I inquired from Father MacCaffrey as to the poseibility
of room there(he is on retrcat here) and he tells me that right
now ie the less congested time...due to people finishing their
courses and going out to the colleges to helpéWe shall not be eny
worse off here and tp drag this case on may be fatal.He is generous
and hags a very attractive personslity.bde could probably do grand
work.If there were quegtion now of hig¢ leaving I am afreid that he
would become mentisl.He needs to recover and then face things.I
discovered this from the fact that he is brooding over a delay in
minor orders and the accompenying necessary reminder that he had
not yet proved up to stsndard.l £hali wait the permiscion anxicusly
and hope that I have masde the case clear.

Father Tim is extremely discouraged.l wase not going to
write of it first since there doee not seem to be any solution to
getting real help.He beging building next month &s I understsnd,
Father Sulliven who reslly e€hould not be entrusted with the work
§till must go to Varden River second end fourth Sunday.He cannot



be heard,acts strangely and 4oes us no good in the Sault by
running from one Grocery to another and causing much talk when
he goes to the Hospital and refuses to eat or sléep in & room etec.
beither ¥r.Hannir nor I can sup»ly up there since we have the
three masees and two sermons here each Sunday making it necesc-
-ary to binate aslternately.We cannot use fr.Sullivan for precicsely
the sasme rcasons that he is useless at Garden River...the people
at Spanish complained over and over sgain until we dropped him.
o get into the discussion with him over the why and whewefore is
impoe eible altogether,it depende on calories and the smount
of energy left with which to preach.At any rate he is as 1 under
stand not to be given any work,the ommission of which would
cause & loss on anyone's part.He took regular meals for a week
or two scome time &go and now is bsck on his ususl routine.At
least if & man is nsmed at Garden ¥Fr Sullivan will be lesc of
& causge of miratio among the people snd zlthough he will be no
help here on Sundeys he will be no harm.

You may already know that the ladies are lesving both
Garden River and Wikwemikong this year.It is definitely settled
and the Bishop has been notified,they will try to staff the
convent here more adsequately.

Brother w~aFlemme ic improving steadily a.though he cannot
do any work yet.%e is cheerful and is preparing hie t-chnicsal
course for the boys in ilay.

Father fenfold is his usuel self and throws dark clouds
all over the plsce.He is an influence we should be glad to see
depart.As far as his being spiritual father to the boys it is
the lest thing we would have him undertake,his asdvice sbout all
and everything iec to let slide and his criticisme of anything
run by the Society are very often the cause of bitter remarks.
All this of course ics due I presume to hie mental attitude
gince the heart attack,or at least the faculty hss been
exaggerated by the deprescion,he was altogether useless to us
in the fall before the attack toox place,he will not be of any
use in the future,for if a man believe that sermons are uselecse
that benedictions should be abolished that catechism ie of no
use ete etec then hic future is his present.

Father Voigin mentioned in a letter that he might be coming
up thie way sometime during the summer.It would be a real help
to have someone come soon to do something about the psrish visiting.




I should slso very much sppreciste having sich a man take
over some of the catechism clasces,the Sunday sermons etc.ihere
is definitely no lsck of work.We have had I think one conference
this year in the house and one to the sisters! We were better off
last year because we had two steéady prefects in recrestion &nd
rather Hannin had more time.Since February he has been continuelly
on a prefect's Jjob.Fr.Brown has tacen the infirmary and so fr
Hannin dormitory,I have the two studies and the senior recreation
till Fr Hannin is relieved.We must delay litanies till one of us
is free,since of course none of the other four can say them.Fr.
MacKey ic here one day or two at the most eince he hac msny
micscsions and is doing & very splended $ob ot them.He ususlly
arrives tired out and we cannot ask him for help.He is very
generous in hesring the confessione on the dsys he is home.Fr
Penfold has heard confessions three times since he has been here.
He never shows up for the boye' confessions.lHe is not well enough.

If there is a man loose at all we hope snd pray that he will
be sent to Yarden River ..if by some miracle there should be two
tnen we could really use one here and would rush with open
arms to mect him.

e are sll esagerly looking forwsrd to the end of the
year and the departure of the voys. ¥Fr Hannir has had & very
stubborn cold for wceks and bad pains in hies side.Il had the
doctor examine him and the latter esid he should get an exray
when the clinic comes this week.I think it was pleurisy,but
he i¢ & fighter and must carry on.

i‘he coumunity is happy enough and things keep rolling,
we acgk your blecseing and realize that men sre few and mission
vocetions etill lesce,but feel that we must give the dismal
picture as it is.We have very much to thank God for and zmong
other thirge the excellent health and spirits of the boys and of
the normsl members of the community,none of whom are unhappy
nor difficult,but are examples of re&l devotion and self
sacrificing zeal,especielly the wonderful brothers.I did not
want your leverence to think that I was toying around with a
revolver at hand while writing the first part of this letter,

Sincerely and obediently in Our Lord,

ot Bl
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