Spenieh Ontario
July 3Ist 1946

Very Reverend Dear Yather Provincial;

Your Reverence's letter this morning
with the informetion regarding the status changes
received and the information noted.

It was very &ind to try and get lather Ziott and
Father iMonaghan for the house here.

Our three o0ld fathers are =s well ¢ could be expec-
-ted and are a very hard trial on us all at times.It is
what must be expected of men in the very sdvanced and
in many ways helplecss state of age.

Father Sullivan is as isual and now comes to no
weale whatsoever.l chall have to get him to appear
at some of them I suprose.Father fenfold from what I
have seen is slso on the very definitely invaslided
list and so we tchall have to cope with that.

You will pardon us Father and not take it as
ipgratitude or murmuring I hope if 1 say that Fr.Hannin
and *ather llciley and I were completely gloomy today.I
hecitated about writing and decided that before express-
-ing any opinions I ehould call them and asik if they
thought we were set for another hard year.lt seemes we
are.lt ie very well to paics out liets of catechisms
and points for brothers,a dozen offices entgiled by a
school of at least one hundrcd and forty boarders,a
parish which demands at least some attention,the con-
vent with catechicsm clasies and confesecions,spiritusl
direction and businese with the department which must
&1l be handled through us, and of £even priects in the
house,since father McXey is fully ta<en up with his
miscsions,we are two sure of carrying on the worz.We
would appreciate very much if it were pocsible to have
on other real worker along.

In any csse we muct prepare for the year.lir.Brown of



course will not be available for teaching since with
£0 many boys we must use two recreation men and the hours
are very long.l had hoped to get relieved of such things
as prefecting brea.fasts and singing practices for
chapel,odds and ends that breaz in on the day.But 1

feel that it is particulerly hard on father Hsnnin.We
can put a stop to extra things like plays,that will

help to some extent.

I hope there may be some relief for father Tim in
gight.It is going to be very hard for him to continue.
1 precsume that we Kkeep on sending Father Sullivan to
Garden Hiver every second weéax.

Father Costello has been a marvellous help at
the Island.+ nave had to stick pretty well to the
office work,with discrarges and applications to
answer,ather Hannin has prefected the boys who were
here for work and been busy with repair jobs,it is
difficult to force men to the island,Fr.vostello was-
glad to go and has been a life-saver.The girls go to
canp at our plsce from the sixteenth of Auguet until
the end of the month,would it be possible for him to .
stay here and make the run every morning for meace for
the girls and the ladies in charge.He can run the boat
and our other two choices would be father Penf old
and “ather Sullivan neither of whom could do £0%

I am writing to Father lurphy to tell him that

we have to get a half fare book for Brother krwin.It
would be quite expensive and even a little peyond our
ordinery cash expenditure to send him full fare.l am
presuning that he will agree to let Bmpther ctay here
and mage his retreat in the meantime.He is a very fine
religious and a very efficient and pleacsant percon.

Father Hannin tells me that he does not cee the need
for Yather Maurice's coming.He will be doing no little
of prefecting and would just as soon start the scholsas-
-tice off himself.I am sure that he will maungge well
with the two scholsstics.He knows of the difficulty
regarding Mr.Brown and realizes that not much should
be expected of Mr.Epoch,at leact for the first while.

We shall 8ll be relieved when something definite has
be:n settled with Father Prémeau.It is very difficult to
have him showing up around this country in full clergy
and people are curious.Father ~ullivan met him on the
train Saturday 27th leaving Sasult Ste iarie.He was on
his way to Waubaushene.If he could be perauaded to stay
away from this section of the country it would be much

better for his name and theg name of the Society.

I~



Indian Residential School
Spanish, Ontario.
Auguet 7th.,I1946

Reverend Dear Father Provincial;

Your letter made me blush! In having an added
brother we are greatly blessed,in having the two schol-
-astics and & priest we can carry on moderately well.I
assure you we ghall not loese gight of right proportions
again to the extent of expecting everything one hundred
percent and no difficulties attached! At least I hope
I don't!Il want to than< you most sinceraly for your
very patient and encouraging letter.

Fathers Costello and McHardy have begun their
retreatc.Wie expect rather Divine in tomorrow,Fr.
Rushman may make his retreat here e I understand it,
he was to write to Father Wilson for direction and we
have not heard from Fr.Rushman as to the outcome.Fr.
lacPhee is well and divides his day between some very
difficult Geometry,and some manual worK which is
of great value to the house.He is very much at home here
and loo<e better every day.Wiith the arrival of Fre.
Penfold and of Father degarty we shall have the same
difficulty as the lady in the shoe but we have room to
no end once it is converted.It ies grand to see that
people feel at home and Fr.Hdannin is very thougntful.

Father Tim will be delighted to hear any news of
a man coming to the Yarden.I am sure that when the
matter is definite he will be immediately relieved in
his wmind.The laest time I was talging to him he was very
worried about the spiritusl car e of Garden River since
he is usually too tuckered out on Sunday for any instruc-
-tion and his mind ta<en up with builders difficulties.
If it is possible to have Fr.Hegarty go there it would
mean a tremendous up for fr.Tim's morale and he would
easily carry on.

ceveral of the fathers have told me that I should



get off somewherelliow that is rather & nuisance but I
decided that my nerves were getting frayed.l have found
myself getting very nervy; about the 0ld miscsionaries

and their continual complainte which hitnerto I hsd
accepted with sympathetic noisee appropriate for such
occasions made me jumpy.So..today I am getting Father
McKey to take Father MacPhee and me to Wikwemikong for

& vicit.We shall return here tomorrow.It will give me

a chance to see “r Johunson the lManitoulin sgent gbout
some bueiness and to see *r Howitt about some of his
children snd give me the change.l thought that I could
risc this without asking permicsion from you beforehand
since 1 was not sure of being able to take the trip.We
have not been out for months,as & mttaer of fact we

are quite happy as a rule right here.Fr.HacPhee has pro-
-miced to sing for us on the way.Since 1 have never heard
him it may prove interesting.

Father we have a chance to get & Victor tal«ing
macline on the instalment plan.The whole cost of the
machine would be something just over five hundred
dollars.Our first payment would be two hundred and twenty
or so0..it is difficult to be exsct.This would be bought
from the Government account of course with a few domations
golicited for the recrecation fund winich would go for the
machine.We are quite sble to carry it without difficulty
and it would be very valuable for the visusl education
programs which we have weekly for each clasc.W€ ceannot
gét worthwhiile filme for the silent sixteen machine and
our machine is 0ld and very poor.as for the expense of
fila rental of talgies,they would come to us cheaply
gince the few we have each year could be rented for
Sundaey from the man who runs the show in the village here
One in every three or four of hies films are worthwhile
arnd he would be glad to maeke & few dollars for the little
trouble of sending the films down here cince he cannot
snip them on Sunday at any rate.Which ever way Zlour “‘ever
ence decides in thiec matter will be perfectly acceptable
to ue.l sho 1d have said that I had & meeting of the
consultors regarding this..exce ting {r.Howitt,and they
£nowing the finsncisl status and the reasons for snd
againet,agreed we should ask you.

If it were posegible we chould like very much to have
your vigit and if a few days rest in cur lovely country
would tempt you,be assured you are most welcome,the boat
is running weil the camp is a grand place for daily picnics
and we gnow you will feel at home here.day I asc your
blessing on the community?



Indian Residential School
Spanish,Ontario
August IOth.,I946

Reverend Dear Father Provincial;

I had intended mention-
-ing in my letter thet Prother Vandermoor had met with
an accident,fortunately not too disastrous.He fell
from a load of hay and hurt hig back very badly.We had
the ambulence come from Sault Ste llarite and he was
x-rayed there put in a cast which will have to be kept
on for about ten days.®e will stsy there in &all for
gomething over two weeks.Ve were all 0 happy that he
had not hurt himself far more seriously.There wasnot
much worg left at the hay.Brother Voisin and Mervin
finished it with the boys.Even with the cast Brother
. Vandermoor is able to get around & little in the hoepital

It was grand news about Father Hegarty and I hope
that he will come.is for his coming here until he gets
estaobiisned st Garden River,he would be most welcome.If,
however he ic¢ to worg there under Father Tim,the latter
may have other plans.In the case of hiec coming we shall
wait directions from you. ‘

Mr. Epoch is cettled and likees the place and the
boyc very we.l.

Father Divine is here snd ceems to enjoy himself.He
ic very muchh in need of a period of relaxation.After his
triduum is over he will have time for fiching and will
pick up quickly.Ac in the case of Father llacPhee I think
it wiser not to get faculties from the Bishop eince the
word gets ro.nd and demsnde are made for ministry.Even our
own missionaries are bound to as& for any visitor just
for the weex-end but it spoile a real rect.If I should
do otherwise would yo. please let wme Knowy

The day at Wigkwemicong wse grand and msade me
realize that such & trip once in s while is & tonic for
the weary.lather Joe ig fine,Fr Flasherty was having some
teeth fixed at the Sault.We visited fr.Howitt and he is
happy and in good healti.




Indian Residential School,
Spanish, Ontario.
Auguet I6th.,Iv46.

y & BoR S
Very Reverend Dear Father Provincisal; P.Xti.
Everything went well on the vow day though we
regretted very much that you could not be precent.
Everyone realizes the amount of workK that you must
have right now and how precious time is,but we ctill
hope you may get & day or two of rest in this grand
country. :

The Inepector of Separate schools was here yecs-
-terday and will,l sm sure be very co-operative in
the matter of the high school.He brought up the ques-
-tion of the separate school grounds here.We own the
land and by come new regulstion the Sepasrate School
Board must have the ownership or else be deprived of
their cleim to grante.To avoid difficulty (and there
wage no end of it in the paet) I think we chould sell
them the play yard at & very nominal or rather low
price with the condition that chould the building
cease to function as & school belonging to the S.S.
Board etc...we buy the land back at the same price and
that we have first option at that price.We must protect
our selves from some road house Keesper who,would taxe
the piace over in the advent of the school being moved
to the village,there wae already question of thie.The
matter hacs been taken up with the comnsultors who ad-
vised some protective procecs and agreed that it was
dangerous to delay snd thus cause a financia. crisis
at the school.ilay we have your permiscion to proceed.
The yard has been used by the echool for years and would
stay the sasme eize.

Mr archambeult has not written to me directly
but hac told several people that he is not coming bsacxk.
It will be a relief to us,we could hot very well have
refusecd nim since I was forced to promise him a two
year contract when we got him last year just & day
before school,it ic one of those tihings wrich I shall
jot down to experience...at any rate we chall need s
teacher for our grades one snd two.Since we shail be
doing some teaching o.irselves,at least I shall and
poeeibly Father Hennin ,we will need an auxiliary



teacher and not a full time one.l do not know if you
made the acquaintance of the Laroques here.l spoxke to
Virginia Laroque,the station agent'e daughter of the
possibility of getting her to come for an hour and & half
in the morning and the same period in the afternoon.gthe
has full high school and part of her college course,
gtaye at home to run the house for her father and hsas
much free time.She would board at home and be here for
her classes only.Financialily it would be excellent for
ue since we would pay but half tie ordinary salary,we
have been advicsed many times to get a lady teacuner for
the primesry and it would be interecsting to see if that
wo (1d make any difference.She would come for her classes
only and not clutter up the place with her presence
afterward.lf you approve I shall ask her,if not we chall
find other ways to arrange clasces.

Brother Vandermoor must wear hig cast for six
montihs.It is very trying on him but he is very holy
and so carriee the crocs cheerfully.iie is able to go
around and to taxKe meals with the community,follow the
regular order but will be incapsacitasted for work during
the eix months.iiith the help of the boys Brother Vois-
-in will carry on the ecsential farm work.We are most
thankful that we will not have to depend on wood this
winter.Cur cellar is stoc«ed with coal.

Brother Erwin i still here.l suppose we chould send
him wnen bBrother Westaway arrives although he would like
to make hie retrest here.

Father Dimine is out fiching this afternoon.fe secems
gquite relasxed now,but hac a great deal of trouble with
his stomeach. :

Father MacPhee seemsc fine,there are times when he
doec not sleep but he feels he hats improved greatly.He
has been & wonderful help here with his «nowledge of
carpentry and building.He has almost finicshed the fire
escape,a real necesecity for the large dormitory.Ilt has
saved ue a great deal of money,in fact we could nat
have afforded the labor.

Father Tim wae down for the vow day and he has
thoce terrible pouches under his eyes which are in
his cace a sign of great fatigue.lfathe~ Toe was here
to and was worried,l told him that good hopes were
held out for a man in September.

The scholastice seem happy.lr Srown settled right
in and ceems to have good suthority.He has & great desal.
of energy and I am sure father Hannin can keep it har-
-nesced and in the right direction.He ig very esrnect
and it is s grend thing to see that he has taken the
extra year very cheerfully or at lesst has not chowed
@ vingle cign of resenting it.



I have felt very muél more like work since the trip
to Wikwemicong.Whatever you shall adviee I shall be glad
to do,butthis would be a very difficult time to leave
cince the e will be daily mail to answer as regards app-
-lications and discharges.Wie have begun a campaign to
get some of the girls from here sent bacxk to their day
schools in order to make room for cases from the back
missiong,children who are ten and twelve years o0ld and
have not made first communion.I profited by my trip to
the Island tc get the information I wanted and have
made application for the discharge of twelve.If the
correspondanee is not Kept up to date thece matters
are £helved at Ottawa.Then there is the cuestion of
arranging the clace programse.l planned rether on going
the last two weeks of September to Guelph and masxking my
retreat there,having a day or so at Toronto snd & day
with father Bawkins.If I mey have thies permission I
thing it would fill the bill.Father Hannin plans on his
retreat in October when I shall be back.He will have &
certein amount of buying to do in Toronto and if you
see fit I should lice him to tace four or five days
there,his relatives are in the city.He is most admirable
and to him is due the grand spirit of the community
cince they are so well cared for.He has been very steasdily
at the job for wmonths and should get & few days at his
retreat time.l know he will spent much of it looking for
something or otier for the houce but the change will do
him & great deal of good.

Our vetersni,are well and happy..lhang God none are
bed-ridden.Father Richard stills cays mase three or four
times in the week.The others say macs every day.I have
aciced Father Pelanger to say a special masgonce & week
for all of ue in the community.I am sure it will bring
God's blessing on our house.

We should be glad to have ilr Wardell come at any time.
Ihere is no cquection of our doing any work on the chapel
thie yesar but we would be glad to have the plans in or-
~der to get the material necessary little by little.Ve
did not ma«e arrang:oment with anyone else cince therdqdo
not secm to be any arcnitects in tiis part of the coun -
-try.The firms usually send them in.

We do not own the land at Ayrd Island and thewefore
it could at eny time be bought snd spoil all our hopes



for the future macations of the summer children.It is
nececsary to have an engineer come and have the land
surveyed and then we must buy it from the government
since it it crown land.We have it from good authority
that the land itself sells for a pi: tance but that the
surveying comes dearly.Some figure that it will be
around two hundred dollars.iie have tricd over snd over
cgain to contect someone who would do it gretis but
the time hacs come when we must act or risk losing the
site and our buildings.dMay we have this permiccsion.We
might have to hold over our mass stipend for & while
but thic has been done before and Father Brennan
realizes our financisl state. .

-~ The Diocesan Drive is on snd lFather Costello
will preach at Blind River next Sunday,then he will
be back and forth helpng Father Tim if that is agreeable
Fabher Costello will really be fit for the year when he
goes for he has gpent a very great deal of his time
out-doors.When Father Penfold comes I presume he will
tage up the parish work and with it the Drive. :

It might interest you to «&now that Fr.Tim is having
electric lights and & furnace in the residencelThe house
ag I understand it is in pocition with & new bacement
finiched,the installation for bath room ready and the
furnace on the way.oince the hydro runs by the door the
lignting will be easily settled and it begins to sound
royal.The moving of the hoouse msde all the papers
up this way and,l understand even got into the Ghdbe

As soon as word comes for Father Sullivan he shall
be on hi: way.It would be grand if something could be
done for him since he is €0 very intelligent and
active.

Father Divine has been snxiously waiting for & lett-
er from you.l hope that I &m not being over bold in
mentioning it.I suggested that I would mention it and he
as<ed me not to,but I knew that you would not mind.I
believe that in a couple of weeks he will be fully ready
to face the work in the west cince he has bbemble to
forget all his diificulties and reliax excellently.

I do not think there is anything e.s® to mention.
Be @csured of our prayers and give our community your
blecsing,

fggpectfully and sincerely,
servus in Ghristo,



Spanish,Ontario
November 30th 1946

Very Reverend Year father Provincial..P.C.

Welcome bacc to Canada: I had intended putting
off thisc letter tilli next week,but thought it better
to write immediately.

Brother Laflamme has hed a fairly bad heart
sttacg.l nhave not had final word from the doctor
attending nim,but he is in bed,out of dasnger and
a rect will fix him up.Brother vandermoor will be
able to «eep us going in light and water and lir.
Brown will give out iodine and what ever is nece. cary
to cure the cmaller ills.God hac veen especially
good to the children this year and we have hardly
hai one of them in bed...and no epidemics. - rother Vand
-grmoor 1is getting salong fine and will have his
cast removed in Janaary.’he fact that we bought
suf:icient cosl for heating cut: down the fuel
problem =& regerds labor..we could not have coped
with it..it gave us & financial hesdache which will
be over in January'Tagen sll in sll Brother uaflamme's
rest will not overburden us and will bring him back.
ATter a week -he will be able to circulate and tage
hic wmeale down on the firet floor in the men's dining
room &long with Fr.selanger who is -ble to umove slow-
-ly saround,uand will be sble to go to mass in the
chapel wnich is adjoining his room.

Fr.belanger cays mase everyday and is able to
loo& arfter himecelf fairly well.ir Richard xeeps him b
bucy recading,and tne scame Father Richard although he
cannot ctay wacc is proving pur salvation as a con-
feccor to boys girls and all comers.Fr.Dufresne is
ctill strong and walks miles per day in the corridors
He hac been ver; much piqued since we put him in
Eg?timiié p;%ya?g chapel ?or mats.He begsn dropp ng

cts creeting general mayhem in the big chapel



arnd incisting on his masgs st seven or seven thirty.
Very often the poor man could not szy it and the
dayc he did say it he started early etc etc.Now he
never micses and sverybody is hsppy that he has

hic own staumping ground.There were several who came
with worries ac to his completing the worde of
consecrst on.l asged Father licKey to watch him for
geveral mornings and rr llckey says that he is per-
-fectly solid. :

Fr.Sullivan is as usual.He comes to table every
meal and goe: to <cleep ,never touches a thing.There
was come difficulty sbout his putting on huge fires
at night in the kitchen and absconding with twenty
five or thirty pounde of sugar at a timeé..go we had
to forbid h.m the gitchen.On Sundsye Fr.Hannin and I
aiternate binating between here snd the villsage...
Fr.Sullitan was not strong enough to preach loudly
enough even in the village to be heard.The result was
that we had continual complsints.I suppose we shsll
hear some news of his report when there is more time
at Your Heverence's disposal.Vie realize that there are
many things to settle.

Fr.Penfold is slightly better.He has been bn the
hospital now for nearly two months,probably more
and the last news we had of him from the Mother
Superior there she said that he wae very wesk still.
I hope that he will s&&y at the hospital as long ss he
is & bed patient since kb would be & first floor
candidate too and we are filled up! His illnese and
the care nececcary for him and Fr Belanger what with
endless tripe and trays wore Brother Laflamme out
in ®he early fell,with all the good will in the world
they were patients who demanded much attention.How-
ever we shall cope with the csituation as it comes.

Mr.Brown is doing splendidly and sir Epoch will
learn much from him thie year.The former is a scplendid
man for dicceipline and very orderly,ilr Epoch has 8ll
the good wiil in the world but lscks expericsnce,bhe
will have much more grip on things next year.

Boother Westuway ie very happy and is an



acset of untold worth.

We have not ceen Father Tim often.He is well
though and I understand the basement of the church
ie to be uced for mass tomorrow for the first time.
He was down juct once cince beptwmber and stayed
an hour or two so that I have no idea what he
planc as regarde the church there.

Father Hannin is doing a splendid job.The houce
ie spotlecs,the living conditions excellent and
there is a fine &pirit among the boye.

Asging your blecsing on our comaunity,

Servus Ain Xto.,
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