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Dea,r Fa the r Prov inc i R,l, 
p.e. 

Ind i an Resid ent i a l School, 
SpAnish, Ont Rrio, J an. 15, 1943. 

I'll begin again--started a letter last wee£. but didn't get it 
much more thHn sts.rted when interrupted. 1111 fiR-lee t h is somewaht 
stecca tic 60 RS to get everyth ing down. 

M. MA cKenzie's thront is still bothering him--he went to the 
Sao but h is doctor was , sic~ so he couldn I t see nim. His thrOD.t 
got worse--prevented him from tBl~ing--his tongue swollen or someQ 
t hing near his tongue--.'l nd It was quite p&' i nful. Fnther Mflyhew 
t ,ook over his OIRSS. Dr . Hamill (Blind River) VJR.S here G.nd removed 
a smhll lump o'f hardened secretion or something. from the glnd--it 
is somewh%lt better ~ince Hnd tOd ay he is t Aking his cla ss hdlf-time. 
Be wrote to the Sllperior ut the Gener~ l HospitHl, 800. to h Ave her 
let him know wh~n · the doctor would be able to see him--she replied 
thut it would be better for him to go ~nd see R speaiRlist in Mon
treBle Whs.t do you t h inK should be done, FAther? 

The wood question brises hgsin. This yeAr FR.ther Hflwi:ins is 
hRving R good phrt of the wood cut by ~r. Bishop--it will cost as 
mora than last ySHr but . BS I remember, yOQ did not favour our 

, h l-iving a c bmp back in the bush over so long a period as 6 or 8 wee,ks e 
But we would like to do our own hauling. th.~t is, haul the wood. x 
Hfter it ha s been yut It out to the rOHd where it CHi n be loaded on a 
truclte It would mean a saving of t\.bout ~~150.00. It IDllY t Bke 7 or 8 
days--a t most two weeks. The desiBed pla n is tha t Brother VRndermoor 
a nd Joe Savoie a nd 6 or 8 ot the boys would go there, xBJmi:±K~E#'X'alll 
reme .. ining from ll!ond £.y to Saturda.y--they would not hbve da ily rJfsss. 
The c Hmp is there a lread.y. .till of them w021d come 'back to the school 
here on the Saturd ~1Y s,nd be here over Suhday exoept Brother V~nder
moor who would come b HCi{ to the sohool here alrig'ht for Sund ay ~!A sa 
but would ret urn.. to the C&lllP af'ter Mass in¢ order to care for the 
horses. 'rhe cH.mp is 14 miles t"rom here--12 miles · along t h e highw~y, 
then 2 miles into the bush. As I mentioned abo ve, the whole job 
would only be a ma tter of 7 or 8 days, or a t most two weeks, Qccor
ding to ]',q,ther HaWKins • They would wish to begin perhaps at the 
end of this month or the beginning of next month. 

I began ou.r little ba.ttle for the grant increase at Ottawa. 
There were Fs.ther Wa.lsh and two of the school children to go back 
tha t way also, so we drove. The Indian Dept. told me to sen~ in e 
bill. vva had to stay overriight bt Pembroke--FRther Walsh a nd I 
stbyed with Bishop Nellignnwho jast happened to be home--he received 
us most cordially and warmly. We got to OttRWB qlli te 68,fely and 
Eethe~ ~alsh gave me poin~ers and contacts 1'e securing an a ppointment 
with ~ov't officia ls, etc., then he continued on to Montrea l by train. 
I n&d u young l a d to tR~e home--he belonged to St. Regis--so the 
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next mornine I tOOK him b. S f ~r 6. s :Prescott. The tef.tcher t Cutler 
one of Father Oliver's missions, left at Xm.Gs without giYing us a ny 
w .rning und we hbd to find another in a hurry--not easy t he~e days. 
I had written to ldr. Ben;net bu.t I'eceived no answer. Miss L~ferriere 
(Superior t1. t the Girl's School here) gfi ve me tie ncme of a te c;Lcher 
in M llorytown who had written in October for ~ position at SpRnish 
or in the vicinity so I tried to loc a te her but couldn't--the name 
wes remembered bat no one K.new of her whereabouts now. !vIr. Bennett 
wmred a few days l ater recommend ing 0. :lr. HHwkshaw but i~r. LA,urence 
had ma,naged in the me antime to secu.re a teacher from MasEey so we 
a re a lright ~g in. It's ha rd to get teacners with Ont rio Certifi
c a tes ht present. 

I we,c fortan ·.te enough to see IDle .don. Mr. Crera r (Minister of 
Uines b,nd Resources )--the Ind i a n AffE..irs Branch comes under his 
Department. It's , long story to give completely--it may teAe up 
too much of your 1me--but 1'1 ris His priv e secretary, a 
Mr. Fre tt by nume, is a great hoc~ey enthusiast--used to be quite 
b. pl(;.yer himself &..nd of course Anows my brother Joe. or ,tQlOWS well 
of hirn--ctnd I th.in~ it ?ill helped a lot, beca llse when I phoned to 
try to get o.n apPointment with Mr. erer r, he ( Mr. Pra. tt) was more 
than courteous e nd obliging and though Mr. Crer&..r nad a council 
meeting, he told me to come a long. adding tha t he and Iidr. J HcKson 
wanted to t P. lK with me a nyway. So I went. lilr. J a ckson was a new 
nlime to me--I h b d only heard of him that morning--he is nThe n orJe 
apparently in the ~epertment--he is the Secretary of the Depa rtment 
of Mines and F.esources, is not a CAtholic, is a lawyer and very 
quiet\: a.nd shBrp, ased to be Deputy~inister out weet or something, 
-nd I guess th3t f s wha t he is ra~lly in the Dept. of Mines and 

Resources. I was told tha t he was a hard ma.n, tha t he was the 
"stumbling block H to our designs. To underst and the po~ition of 
events ~t the time of my ca lling, I must tell you tha t I had sent 
in a requ.iei:tion--i t had passed through the Ind i l-j,n ~KX Affai r-s 
Branch offici~ls. but when it got to ~r. Jackson, he vetoed it and 
thut was the end of it--that had ha ppened ju.st before Xmas. oil.. a 
resull I thin~ they all thought I was down to ~ick aboat it--I ~m 
sure th<.< t such was :~Ir. JHCA:SOn' s impression and tha t is proba.bly 
Wf!y he reques..--ted me to 0 ~nd huve_ u t - k w· t , , im... ]:Tows-ver I let 
him do the questioning, told h im I ha.dn't come s bout the requisi
tion, tna t I w"' ~n' t worrying a. bo tlt it. Be b.stCed me to speaK out 
quite fran&Cly, etc. so I did. He hhd just had the auditor's report 
recently (boolcs were u.udited lo,st :'ug 'J.st) snd I hb.d a lso fort.1nately 
heard t h&t morning tnat he fi gured we were maKing money here ~s our 
boot\:s b-ppc. rerltly showed, oney in the bantr.. So I froceeded to tell 
him quite fran~ly, dS he dahed, that the aaditor s report was no 
cri terian whatever of our finhnci a l sta.te, t l:;' tLt it me r ely Showed 
how we ~fent the grant t hey ~ive us, t hat it didn't show outstanding 
unpa. id bills (thut's our fault of course), tha. t the bAnk b~lBnce 
simply ~eBnt we hRd enough sense not to payout the last cent, even 
tnough owed. in C8se Rn emergency J[xxi:XJfM- should Rrise, th,qt we 
were going under, deeper in debt eAch ye FiT. thRt the "An (I didn't 
refer to it ~s XXlmE such however. Simply S id the ttreport") didn't 
in ~ny 1.J.a.y show the fin '_ nciRI condi tion of our plJ.:lce here fl ,S 
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unit, thRt is, as a self-supporting institlltion. I expl~,ined to 
him thHt the staff here pre not irrunortFl.l, thR.t they hj1ve to be 
replBced, . th~t they ~ re 04,11 doing the work of two or three men eF.1ch, 
thAt others bHve to be traihed to tan:e their plRces, Hnd th~1 t th~1 t 
c8.n't be done for nothing, th~t -9S ~. result we Hre taxed an amount, 
th -t is but a pi tt~nce reHlly, each yeHr for eA-ch one, but that wi th 
the grRnt 8 6 it is, we c~nnot even pay the pitt~nce, th8t we h ve 
been but going in debt more flnd more e~ l ch ye,.. r and thHt the debt WHS 
now between twenty Bnd thirty thous and dollA-ra. I reminded him of 
how the cost of living has incre8sed, gave him inst~nces, reminded 
him of the cost of living bonus the government obliges employers to 
PAY, And thRt,insteFd of tn~t,we hAve but received from the govern
ment a diminution, R cut in our grant. I told him it WRS impossible 
to CArryon thHt way. vhen I told h im of the debt, etc., he ssked 
whBt would hRppen if I just didn't p's it. I told him th~t I 
preferred to sholllder my burdens B,nd not (in so mHny words) be so 
unprincipled h t; to shirA: them hnd throw the bJ.rden on someone else. 
I told him th~ t though we were still living, it wa s Rt the expense 
of our buildings,etc., thRt in 8 short time we would find ourselves 
wi thoQt Bny build ings (thet is, beyond repR. ir), 8 s we were un>i ble 
to do the necessHry repRirs. He w~nted to l{now whet it 'Nou.ld tF,~e 

to put the building in 8 state of rep~ ir--that,I could not s JY nt 
the moment as one would cBrcely Know where to begin. I told nim 
the b~rn was ready to f &ll down (it needs repa irs b&dly--we will fix 
it this s~ring)t thRt the roof is le8King in twenty or more pl~ ces 
(AS it is), thHt the water comes up in the middle of my room pnd in 
the pl1rlour wnen it rRin-J. etc.( flB it does). .And so we went on--for 
:About fl U hour :;nd B h$, lf--I hRd R few minutes with the Minister (Mr. 
Crer~r) ~lone in his office in the middle of it HIl, ~nd I to!d~ 
him the impossi-bility of getting a long under the present conditions. 
Incidentplly I hed just lenrned, by chRnce, thht morning, s t the 
IndiRn ~ff~irs Branch, th~ t the Minister of Mines & Resou.rces h AS 
8 meeting eAch yeRr with the representRtiv~s of the VRrious churches 
oper8.ting Indi~j n ResidentiRl Schools throughout the Dominion, $.nd 
tnAt this A.,nnuRI meeting we.s scheduled for the following wee:r. So 
when I ;net i.ir. J~c"son, he referred to itt or tt c~me u.p sornewc: y }i nd 
I a s~ed him BXX~ how it hpppened that we weren't notified 
Hbou.t it. He sa.id thbt they hed been under the impression thRt 
FRther Plourde (who represents tne OblRtes--the French Oblate) was 
the represent Rtive of a ll the CRtholic Schools. I t gave me R little 
edge on him (Mr. J A-cj,{son) for R beginning i~ t :i6f St. lind he invited 
me to be there the following: TuesdAY. And before I left, he toibd me 
to go eheHd in regfl rd to my req '.lisltion snd tbb.t it wOllld pASS 
~ l right. On my requisition I hRd ~ s~ed for p~yment of ~ bill for 
repRirs to tne convent lbit swnmer--I R ill ~s i{ing for pa rtB of it 
only to the ~ mount of $ 153.60--~ lso for 100 g~ llons of p~int, 
15 gRllons of turpentin~, R few pr int brashes, And between two 
hundred Hnd fifty 8-nd three hundarea d, oll~,rs for lRbour ( R ca rpenter) 
to enlArge the dOYillitory. Thes~ Are expenses thpt they will p y 
between now f' nd 1wr. 3IDst, the end of the fisc ~ l ye ~r. Then we will 
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go <3fter more for repRirs next Spring Bnd summer. I mm.st say I found 
the SHille Mr. Jb.CA:SOn quite intelligent nd I ref:l.lly thirut he could 
see our ~rgument And situHtion--he lU>ly be hArd-boiled, A,S they say, 
but I have hopes thHt he is Rlso reo,son>-1ble. Mr. Morris, one of 
the offioiftls in the IndiJ.1n DepArtment, who is 8 greAt friend (for 
25 yeA.rs) of the Minister's secret~ry (Mr. Prfltt) told me (lfterwbrds 
thRt they li~e it much better when one goes straight to them with
o~t, if I understood rightly, trying'to pull n lot of strings, 
bringing in other ministers I Buppose, etc. I thin~ yo~ must h~ve 
been prH.ying hHrd bec~use I h$1d no trouble, just p got the phone 
number from l,{r. Phel~n >3nd phoned direct to the Minister's secret~.ry 
wi thout pAssing turo u~h t..r.y of the subord infite offici81s. And I 
r6Hlly think we did get somewhere. At lebst we got sometiing for 
the present nd I thinK our situHtion is better ~ppreci8ted by them 
now J'-.. nd more clearly. thouf.1l there are 'ti 1 some things to tell 
tnem Rnd to str~ighten out . I didn't WAnt to bite off too much ~t 
the first meeting. Ib;"ybe I'm imposing too much on yOQr time--but 
you. can read this in instRlments perhHps. You might be interested 
in Allowing who is who in the DepR.rtment. You h~ve prob1=l.bly heFrd 
consi:leruble of IvIr . Phel<.:n--he hps been here severhl times, used to 
come up every yeG..r. But Mr. Phelwn, friendly a~ he is to us, is 
nt the bottom of the ladder. He doe~, I Rill s~re, help us 2 ?ood 
deHl, but Rb I bb~ he is ~t the bottom. The lRdder is more or less 
litee tilis: 

Dephrtment of ~ines & Resources 
Minister---Mr. CrerAr --(Mr . Pratt : Mim.i ter's 
SecretAry--:vlr. J;;'lC tCson Pri v. Seer. 

I 
Dr. McGill--Director of Ind i},n AffHirs 
~ Brench. 

Dr. l\;loore :.rr . Roey 

~----------~--------------, 
P.Phel~jn l~!r. IJIorris ~,/:'r. Doucet;:'¢' 

Mr. Arneil 

Dr. 1.;100re ib in ch~.rge of the :"red ic~ 1 Di viei on of the Ind i.An Af!o irs B. 
Mr. Roey is SuperintendJ: nt of the 'elfnre bnd Tr~ining Divisions 
Mr . Phalen ib Chief of the Tlla.m.ning 'Jivi~ion 
:Hr. xJTorris i6 in ch~rge of the ',7elfhre Division 
1\-1r . Doucet ib chc.:..rged with org'h.nizing lii~nJ.rl1 Tn&1h.irdlng, etc t in the 

bchools ~S f r ~s I could gRth~r • 
.:.;~r. 'rneil ib in the ",alfure Division--est£:blisLing go~,ts, etc. 

L'lr. ,dorris is hlso b Catholic, ~n fj.rdent hoc .. oy enth.lsi&st too t used 
to mantlge OttHWFl' s ~eniDD teams t he ·-.nd get along frmously if I rn,qy 
be preaumptuous (j u~t bechuse hma interests hLve t-lw:..ys been in ·J.oc:r.ey 
bud he followed Joe ~ good de'.l--Rnd now his interests ~lso lie in 
Inditlns, so we huve common groJ.ljJ.d to work on). He put in a very good 
word xftn us with Hr. J~cKson. 
~r . ~rneil was most ~ff~ble end friendly--he ~new my DRd in Toronto. 



.... 

5. 

I Wb.S fortunb.te in finding them (.;.11 in Ottawh. tit the time. I 
didn't want to remkin till the following wee~ 60 I retarned here hnd 
then went b&.ctC by trhin for the meeting, the annu, 1 meeting with the 
Minister. It WbS a f&irly formid8ble deleg6tion-- R nd the represen
tcl.tive~ were UllIell more nu..1l1erOUS thA.n USUHl as tile question b.E issue, 
,l-i·8 tne Minister hHd told me, and the others c...l~o, was precisely 
th&t of the Re identihl Schools and their fin~nci~l conditions. The 
Archbishop of ott~wa,(Archbishop V~chon) attended to ddd a bit of 
eccle~ihBtical w"ght thoagh he . ~id nothing, Bishop Belle J u,O.Z.I., 
(Bishop of JRme~ Bay--he is the one th&t I m~de tn~t trip north with 
tvvo Y9C;.,rs ugo l~Bt SJIlmer, ~long wi th F8.th:;r Coutllre) was there, 
FRther Plourde (repreEenting the French Obl~tes), d FFther Phelan 
(repre~enting the English Oblctes), two ~n?lic&n bishops (the Bishop 
of Ottawb, una OLe froi~ t~ce ,e~t--I'.n not sure if t.o.ey were boti-:. 
__ IJF!lic_nb or not), three other Proteb t&nt rniTJic teTs, three In.> ie~ 
(I-don't ~no~ if tne~ ~ere ministreases or whHt, b~t they were .. , ~"'- . 

repr8benting schools, I WRS told), Dr. Dore (Toronto--the represanto-
ti va of tile United Churche .... ), Dr. lTisg'hte (or Fl URiae bornething liKe 
th~t) frow hinnipeg, representing some Churc~ or other or school. 
There were; Iso present the ~iLi6ter of Ja~tice, if I mist~~e not his 
folio (St. Li~ u.rent it2 t.t.e nhme) , s:lnd v[ rious aDIfiic i:., Is of tbe 

~ DepF,rtment (including o.1r :ilr . J'"'crr.son). Dr. Dare wo.s the mO'J.tb ieee 
of tue Deleg:H.tion and pat the c[' ~e qQi te clearly--e:xplc:.ined t:t.e 
preEent condit&ons, increR~e in cost of living, sJ.bst~ntidted by 
btc-tictics, qJ.otea the goverr.unenti' own statistics th_t the cost of 
living h-s gone J.p 18~ (thLt for orgLnized districts--therefore more 
thCij.n thFt in unorgRnized ones), that tbe Governllent imposes per)&lties 
on ~.ll thobe who do not give h cost of living bonus to tneir 
ei.lployee~, etc. The delegs.tion HS.t':ed for R ret.lrn of the 7. 76%cut 
in our grknts. Hnd for R cost of living bonus. Another requebt w~s 
th~t the cr.:.ild ren whou.ld not be d iEchDrged from the scnools until 
they hre eighteen yeers old. The session with the Minister lasted 
neRrly two hours. The Minister promi~ed (of coarse) tLbt the m~tter 
end reprs..,;sntations would receive every cOl1siderE.tion--they mR~e up 
their estimt ... tes now to submit to the lunllER Trefisary Depo.rtment--then 
tney v re voted upon by tne HOllBe in April I believe--c:~t ony rp·te 
sometime nfter tne 31st of M/-trch . Tt~'e ' 11 hr:ive to J.ctC He~·ven to ~~A:e 
Iv!r. Il~ey propitious to us. Something will s'J.rely come out of it dll . 
If I]othinE' big enough hh ppens from thCit f then I Cf1n try to get oar 
per cbpita r::::te ra.ised--I think we are c..bout tne lowest, if not the 
lowest. Our per c~pitb rRte here t SpRnish is 160 doll~rs ~ ySbr. 
SOfie schools get 180 dollLrs, otners 200 dollars, depending on their 
location, cost of tr'usporting necessit'e t i.e. freight fscilitieb, 
etc. II's surprising ell the little things one pic,s .1p bere c.Lnd 
there in thlting with the different one~ and when they re ~ll put 
together, I find our position much clearer to me. It WbS enco~raging 
to le< .. rn th[ t ,deBpi te all , oar school F.·PP-1rently r~-nt\:s f[ irly high in 
Dep[rtment est im ..... t ion. 'lhey (t:te .Dep<:'1.-(c tment j 'C·re tryiYig 2 . new policy 
in regard to ollr yOQDg girls thut gr~d Ll. J-. te. 1.here Rre , ... lw£ys some who 
either ha1eQno home to return to or waoes home conditions 8re not 
lhholesome or S-.4.itr .. ble. So lIIr . :.1orr16 (Welf;:lre Division) hRS pl1--ced 
f:lome of them ht the 'iHter Street Hospitdl in Ott Wb... Two of the 
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gr,-.d at:;. te .... of 1 $tye~ rs c lr..-.ss went there. 'There;::; re now XXXlUf of l ast 
yei-r's elrl.Bs in OttHW~. ("~nd c....ltogether the~'~~ie seven of them there 
from the lLst couple of cla.E~es. Of the th,.-.t went If:st yesr, 
one ib now worK.ing ... t benator ;{ilson's, Q.nd one at dire J;ilgress'{the 
C:4n>-, i ( .. n Arnb~~H;kdor to Hassio.). They b.re still only children, one 
not yet 16, tne otbers 16. They dian t t t{!l a Vio b 80-11 in ottaw 1 • • l'he 
families they tire in ~re very food, but not Crtholic. It is good 
tr .... ining for them a,nd will see them througn whet would possibly be 
disustrous years for them if they h~d returned to tLe reserves. The 
one ~t ~ilgresst hhS not ci suitbble home to go to, her pa rent hre 
sepur~ted (G~rden River), etc.--the one &t Wilson 's has no mother , 
~nd those at the Hospital are -II wit~out ~others too I believe, 
except perhaps one t ' but she doeen r t !~now her nlother is Ii vine'. Mr. 
Morris is quite pleased with their showing in ottawa so f~r. He told 
me th~t IJIT . Crera r (the lru.nister) wou.ld li1(8 one o£ them, I mea.D, one 
of the grad~~tes from the Girls' School here. At ottaw - our two 
sanools ~re tre~ted ~6 one--the Spanish School. I thin the problem 
of their being orphnned in Ott~WF. is pHrtly ... olved. You mbY huve 
noticed tn tne p~pers tht:l.t llr. ',iilgrees ' left with a.n embhssy for 
Russi~. Hi f:lmily accornpc....nied him to lew York find they were lec..ving 
tne little one from SpRnish till ~lone in their home in Roc~cliffe. 
She Ci.~lne to the tiospit6l ~nd to!d me--she didn't c(now where she could 
sttiY. FortQl1utely the Sisters of Service are in Ottaw~ so I made -
arrLYleements for her to stc.i.y there ~ no _L.~9 for ner to go there &.nd 
bring the other SpF.nish gradJ.ates there".:'l.wey h ve l1Rosary Elll" 
just precisely for such out-of-town g'ir'ls--they huve their sociE.;.l 
ac~tivities, study-club, bowling, etc. It's c~lled St. Anthony's 
elab. The Sister Superior was most t:ind c:..nd will help them along 
& good bit I ~m sure if they go. I l~nded there just in time for 
their tinnual Xmas dinner of the St. anthony's cl~b. Met ~ Kind old 
160y tnere--a spinster--who ~new me when I was a matter of months old, 
she was a greb. t friend of my Hlother nd ?rundmother, etc. and ~noVlS 
dll the family--I na,d never met her before. vhe lives with her two 
spinster sistera--they must bll be between 60 ~nd 70--and she welcomed 
our SpHnish gradlla.tes to visit them buny Sunday evening. so that made 
&nother home for them VJh~,r5 t8~¥ CCen find some distra.ction c.;;,nd motherly 
c&re. l:ney told me 1&te~~4hree of them hbd come for a lund 'Y 
evening tind cpp~rently enjoyed it. I really think Mr . ~orris' plan is 
a good one ~s long as srnneone keeps 'n eye on them ~nd keeps them in 
the right compbny. Living in t3uch homes is bound to elevate their 
ide~ls Bomewnet, as long &6 the spiritual Side i protected. I think 
tLe Sisters of Service will do that, if the girls go there regularly. 

~le Hre going to stt1rt enlc.rg'ing our d ormi tory sp,; ce as soon tiS 
our cbrpenter arrives- - Mr. Ed Joncas, the one who built the chiCKen 
eoop addition. He only charged .45~ bnt hOllr lust time so is not 
expensive, and did very good wor~. 

" While I was at Ottawa, FA-ther Dwyer (Fb.ther Joe) phoned from 
Vi~wemi~ong to say that FRther Belanger h~d erisyp~lus and wtinted 
someone to halp for the Epiph&ny so FHther Haw&tins sent Father 
SU1~i van. ,. .. Then tl;tey wrote (J thiDA it was by m· · il) to h8ve him 
rem~ln as ~ather Dwyer wantea to go for his retreat, so F~ther 
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HAwkins said alright until further advioe . I don't know if F~ther 
Dwyer wrote to you or not. I should h~ve written last wee~ but didn't 
get it written. He is still there' I me~n, Father Sullivan}. 

'J' e received a n invitation to F~\ ther Oadot's jubilee. ~v'ould you 
thin\.{ it well for Fnther Dufresne or Father Bichard to go? 

Th&. t's &.11 for now--enough you must Sb.Y L O yourEel:f. Please 
continue to remember as s.t the ~lt~)r--with God's help I thinK we 
mRy get better assistBnce from the DepRrtment--I rSRlly thin~ too 
that we hRve been perhRps R bit passive, distpnt from them, out of 
oontact with the ones thRt reAlly hRve the deciding word. 

With Aindest regards, 

Your obedient serVAnt in Christ, 
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A little po~tscript. While iast, I tOOtC HdvEntHge of it to see the 
lAdy woo has the lttle one. The child is in excellent heRlth, hAS never 
h a d R cold yet, is reAlly waxing strong. The Sacred HeRrt has surely 
blessed everything so far. I had expected ~ storm ~t Xmas but ~ll 
went well AppHrently. As long as the grbnd.nother remRins ctLlm, all is 
well, and tne SBcred Hehrt seems to solve ea ch difficalty--but only 
one Rt a time--it surely engenders confidence however hnd t HS bRnished 
the worries of 8 ye Rr ~ go. Perh~ps you will h~ ve a little pr6yer of 
tha nkS with me to the SRored He Art for all the graces It h~s given, 
witn the hope th£t they wiful ~lweys continue. -

Sincerely, 

G -~;~/ I-J. 
/ 



Dear Father Provincial. 
P.O. 

Indian Residential School, 
Spanish , Ontario, 
l;furch 23, 1 CJ43. 

Father Vandriessche died at 11.40 p.m. on Thursday. Mar. 18th 
and was buried here yesterday morning at 11 o'clock. He died in 
the St. Joseph's General Hospital bt Blind River. Father Richard 
was wi th him c.... t the last norllJa.BDs--he, Father Richard, stayed wi th 
him from Monday till his death on fhursday night. The caase of 
death is given by the doctor as Endocarditis. He took no nourish-
ment for the last few days and just grew steadily weaker and 
weaker. He was anointed again before he left here on T ~ednesday 
March lOth. 

He was exposed in the Domestic Cht:.pel here--\"V'e removed the 
Blessed Sacrament to the big Chapel. '/V e brought him back from 
Blind River on Friday, the 19th. 

His ~xcellency Rt. Rev. H. R. Dignan, D.D., Bishop of Sault 
Ste. Marie carne on Sunday end rem&.ined with us overnight. The 
funeral mass was yesterday (l~Ionday) morning at eleven o'olock-
a low mass, Which I said, followed by the Absolu.tion given by 
His Excellency. Before the Absoilltion. His Excellency spoke a 
few words--most ~ppropri te &nd ~ppreci&ted. Ve had the Office 
for . the Dead just before the ~ss at lO.4C 0' ClOCK. Father (rim 
Dwyer came on Sunday evening for the funeral. Father Porcheron 
arrived -by train on Iv.Ionday morning (yesterday) but as the tra.in 
was late,he was not in time for the Afuss but was in time for the 
burial. Six of the Indians of the district were pall-bearers, 
the Brothers a.nd ]'athers being honorary pall-bearers and walKing 
behind the coffin from the Church to the cemetery. Father 
Vandriessche is buried beside Father Papineau, the last one of 
Ours to be buried here--back in 1931. As the roads are all 
blocked on the Island, ]1athers Belanger, Ba,rlr:er and Joe Dwyer 
couldn't attend. Father Prud'homme would have come but one of 
his floc k died on Drummond Island on ]1riday and was buried 
yesterday so that Father COUldn't come. 

r sent accounts of his (Father Vandriessche·s) various 
statuses to the Sault Star and to the Sudbury Star. There was 
a broadcast over the Sudbury Station this morning but I didn 't 
hear it. 

Should Rither Vandriessche's writings, etc. be sent to you 
or to the Provincial of the Lower Province? 

Also t should one of' ours write his necrology? If 1 t is to 
be one of ours, whom would you wish to do it? 

Brother Grubb is wondering now about his retreat. He ma.de it 
with Brother Vandermoor last year--~nd of course, seeing .Brother 



Vandermoor off to Guelph for nis retre&t, Brother Grubb has con
ceived tne ide~ thtit it would be nice if he could do the same. 
However I believe that he is due to tuke his LaEt Vows next 
February _if nothing prevents them--so that it seems to me th t it 
woula be better fQr him to w it till t4en to maKe his retreat 
elsewhere. Perh~ps he coqld make this ye~r's one right here as 
he did 1~8t year. Or whbt would your Reverence suggest? 

~till 5 below zero yestetday morning and this morning--but 
the days hnhe lEst two days) huve be~n nice ~na wright--lsst Friday 
~nd baturday were not so nioe. You should see the snow! But I 
gue~s you have plenty of your own. 

s~ing your remenlbrance of us at the altar, 

R.V. ervus in Xto, 
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