/// Indisn Residential School,
Spanish, Ontsrio, Jan. 15, 1943.

Desar Father Provincisal,

P.G. -

I'1l begin aghin--sterted a letter last week but didn't get it
much more than sterted when interrupted. I11ll mske this somewhat
staccatic so ss to get everything down.

Mr. MacKenzie's throat is still bothering him--he went to the
500 but hie doctor was. sick so0 he couldn't see him. His throat
got worse--prevented him from tslking--his tongue swollen or someé
thing near his tongue--and it wass quite painful. Fsther llsyhew
took over his clsss. Dr. Hamill (Blind River) wsas here snd removed
& small lump 0f hardened secretion or something from the glsnd--it
is somewhst better since snd today he is taking hise class hslf-time.
He wrote to the Superior at the Genersl Hospital, Soo, to have her
let him know when the doctor would be able to see him--she replied
that it would be better for him to go znd see s specislist in lon-
treal. Whet do you think should be done, Fsther?

The wood question srises again. This year Father Heswkins is
having a good part of the wood cut by ilr. Bishop--it will cost use
more than lsst yesr but ss I remember, you did not favour our
. having a camp back in the bush over so0 long a period as 6 or 8 weeks.
But we would like to do our own hauling, that is, haul the wood, x
gfter it hes been gut, out to the road where it csn be loaded on a
truck. It would mesn & saving of about $160.CC. It may take 7 or 8
days--azt most two weeks. The desired plan is that Brother Vsndermoor
and Joe Savoie and 6 or 8 of the boys would go there, x
remaining from liondzay to Ssturday--they would not have dazily lisss.
The camp is there aslready. All of them would come back to the school
here on the Saturday and be here over Suhday except Brother Vsnder-
moor who would come back to the school here alright for Sunday Hegs
but would return to the camp after Masss ing order to csre for the
horses. The camp is 14 miles from here--l2 miles slong the highway,
then 2 miles into the bush. As I mentioned above, the whole job
would only be & matter of 7 or 8 days, or at most two weeks, zccor-
ding to Father Hewkins. They would wish to begin perhaps at the
end of this month or the beginning of next month.

I began our little battle for the grant increasse at Ottaws.
There were Father Walsh and two of the school children to go basck
that way also, so we drove. The Indisn Dept. told me to send in s
bill. we had to stay overnight st Pembroke--Fsther Wslsh snd I
stayed with Bishop Nelligsn who just happened to be home--he received
us moet cordially and warmly. We got to Ottsws quite safely and
Bather Waslsh gave me pointers and contacts re seecuring en eppointment
with Gov't offieisls, etc., then he continued on to Montresl by train.
I had a young lad to taxe home--he belonged to St. Regis-~-s0 the
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next morning I took him as far &8 Prescott. The tescher at Cutler
one of Father Oliver's missions, left at Lmas without giving us any
warning and we had to find eanother in & hurry--not casy these days.
I had written to lir. Bennet but received no answer. Iliss Laferriere
(Superior at the Girl's School here) gave me the nsme of a teacher
in Msllorytown who had written in October for a poeition at Spsnish
or in the vicinity so I tried to locate her but couldn't--the neme
was remembered but no one knew of her wheresbouts now. Ir. Bennett
whred s few days lster recommending a lr. Hawkehaw but lr. Lsurence
had manasged in the meantime to secure & teacher from Massey so we
are alright agesin. It's hard to get teachers with Ontario Certifi-
cates at present.

I was fortunste enough to see Mhe Hon. dir. Crerar (Minister of
lMines and Resources)--the Indian Affesirs Branch comes under his
Department. It's & long story to give completely--it may take up
too mueh of your time--but I'll risk it.. His private secretary, a
Mr. Pratt by name, is a great hockey enthusiast--used to be quite
& player himself and of course Lnows my brcocther Joe, or knows well
of him--znd I think it &1l helped & lot, because when I phoned to
try to get an sppointment with Mr. Crerar, he (lr. Pratt) was more
then courteous and obliging and though Mr. Crerar had a council
meeting, he told me to come along, adding that he and Mr. Jackson
wanted to talk with me snyway. S0 I went. Ilr. Jackson was & new
nsme to me-~-I hsd only hesrd of him that morning--he is "The" one
gpperently in the Department--he is the Becretary of the Pepartment
of Mines and Resources, &s not & Catholic, is a lawyer &nd very
quick and sharp, used to be Deputy-#inister out west or something,
and I guess thst's what he is really in the Dept. of Mines znd
Resources. I wes told that he was a hard mesn, that he was the
"stumbling block" to. our designs. To understand the position of
events gt the time of wy cslling, I must tell you that I had sent
in a requisition--it hsd passed through the Indisn Xmpsx Affairs
Branch officisls, but when it got to ilr. Jasckson, he vetoced it and
that was the end of it--that had happened just before Xmas. 4s& a
resukl I think they all thought I was down to kick sbout it--I am
sure that such was ilr. Jackeon's. impression and that is probably
why he requested me to go and have a talk with him. However I let
him do the questioning, told him I hadn't come sabout the requisi-
tion, that I wagn't worrying about it. He asked me to speak out
quite frankly, ete., so I did. He had just had the asuditor's report
recently (books were audited last August) eand I had also fortunately
neard that morning that he figured we were making money here as our
books apperently showed money in the bank. So I Prooeeded to tell
him quite fran<ly, as he wished, that the auditor's report was no
criterion whatever of our finencial state, that it merely showed
how we. spent the grant they give us, that it didn't show outstanding
unpaid bills (that's our feult of course),; that the bsnk bslsnce
simply meant we had enough sense not to pay out the last cent, even
though owed, in csse an emergency =axXYixs® should arise, that we
were going under, deeper in debt esch year, that the "A" (I didn't
refer to it ss =xrmmk such however, simply said the "report") didn't
in sny way show the financisl condition of our plsce here as =
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unit, thst is, as a Belf-supporting institution. I explsined to
"him that the staff here are not immortal, that they have to be
replaced, that they sre sll doing the work of two or three men esach,
that others hsve to be trained to taxke their places, snd that that
ecsn't be done for nothing, that ss s resull we sre taxed an amount,
that is but & pittasnce really, esch year for esch one, but that with
the grant ss it is, we cannot even pay the pittance, that we hsve
been but going in debt more and more each year snd thst the debt was
now between twenty and thirty thoussnd dollsrs. I reminded him of
how the cost of living has incressed, geve him instéances, reminded
him of the cost of living bonus the government obliges employers to
P2y, 2nd that,instesd of that,we have but received from the govern-
ment & diminution, a8 cut in our grant. I told him it was impossible
to cerry on that way. When I told him of the debt, etec., he sasked
what would happen if I just didn't pay it. I told him thst I
preferred to shoulder my burdens snd not (in so many words) be so
anprincipled =& to shirk them snd throw the burden on someone else.
I told him thst though we were still living, it was st the expense
of our buildings,etc., that in s short time we would find ourselves
without sny buildings (thst is, beyond repasir), ss we were unsble

to do the necessary repsirs. He wanted to know what it would tske
to put the building in a state of repair--that,I could not say at
the moment as one would scsrcely kKnow where to begin. I told him
the barn was resdy to fell down (it needs repasirs bedly--we will fix
it this spring), thet the roof ie lesking in twenty or more plsces
(as it ie), that the water comes up in the middle of hmy room #snd in
the parlour when it rsins, etc.(ss it does). And so we went on--for
sbout an hour snd a hsalf--I had s few minutes with the Minister (Ilr.
Crersr) slone in his office in the middle of it =11, =snd I toddl
him the impossibility of getting aslong under the present conditions.
Irncidentelly I hsd just learned, by chsnce, that morning, &t the
Indisn affeirs Branch, that the Minister of lines & Resources has

& meeting esch yesr with the representatives of the vsrious churches
operating Indisn Residentisl Schools throughtut the Dominion, and
that thés snnual meeting wss scheduled for the following week. So
when I met Mr. Jesc<son, he referred to it, or it csme up someway sund
I asked him mxxxzkXkmxxkmg& how it hsppened that we weren't notified
asbout it. He €aid thet they had been under the impression that
Father Plourde (who represents the Oblstes--the French Oblates) wae
the representstive of all the Catholic Schools. I t gsave me s little
edge on him (Mr. Jackson) for s beginning at lesst. And he invited
me to be there the following Tuesday. And before I left, he todd me
to g0 ehead in regard to my requisition and that it would pass
alright. On my requisition I hsd =sked for psyment of = bill for
repairs to the convent la&s summer--I sm ssking for partd of it
only to the smount of § 153.60--=lso for 1C0 gsllons of psint,

15 gsllons of turpentine, & few paint brucshes, snd between two
hundred snd fifty and three hundwed dollars for lsbour (s carpenter)
to enlarge the dormitory. These are expenses that they will pey
between now and Illar. 3let, the end of the fiscel yeesr. Then we will



4.

go after more for repairs next Spring snd summer. I mist say I found
the s=me Ilr. Jasckson quite intelligent snd I reslly think he could
see our argument shd situation--he may be hard-boiled, as they say,
but I have hopes that he is also reasonsble. Mr. Morris, ons of
the officisls in the Indisn Department, who is a grest friend (for
256 years) of the Minister's secretary (Mr. Prett) told me afterwsrds
thaet they like it much better when one goes straight to them with-
out, if I understood rightly, trying to pull & lot of strings,
bringing in other ministers I suppose, etec. I think you must have
been praying hard becsuse I head no trouble, just mk got the phone
number from Mr. Phelsn and phoned direct to the Minister's secretary
without psssing through any of the subordinate officisls. And I
really think we did get somewhere. At lezsst we got something for
the present snd I think our situstion is better zpprecisted by them
now snd more clearly, though there are still some things to tell
them snd to strsighten out. I didn't went to bite off too much st
the first meeting. Iisybé I'm imposing too much on your time--but
you can read thie in instalments perhaps. You might be interested
in Znowing who is Who in the Depsrtment. You heve probably heard
considerable of Iir. Phelzn--he has been here several times, used to
gcome up every year. But Mr. Phelsn, friendly as he is to us, is
st the bottom of the ladder. He does, I 2m sure, help us s good
deal, but as I say, he is =t the bottom. The ladder is wmore or less
like thisg:
Department of Mines & Resources
Minister--~iir. Crerar --{Mr. Pratt:llinister's

Secretary--lir. Jackson Priv. Sear.
Dr. MeGill--Director of Indisn Affairs
Branch.
Dr. lloore ¥r. Hoey
Mr. P.Phelsn Mr. Morris ir. Doucetfd

Mr. Arneil

Dr. lloore is in chsrge of the Medical Division of thé Indisn Affsirs B.

Mr. Hoey is Superintendsnt of the Welfare and Tresining Divisions

Mr. Phelan is Chief of the Tewaaning Division

Mr. HMorris is in charge of the Welfare Division

Mr. Doucet is charged with orgasnizing Msnual Teéniting, etz, in the
Schools &8s far &8s 1 could gather.

Mr. Arneil ie in the Welfare Division--establishing gosts, etc.

ir. Morris is &ls0o & Catholic, sn srdent hockey enthusisst too, used
to Mansge Ottawa's Seniop teams, he and I get along famously if I may
be presumptuous (just because hiés interests heve zlways been in hockey
snd he followed Joe & good deal--snd now his interests slso lie in
Indians, so we have common groupd to work on). He put in a very good
word mfolk us with Hr. Jsckson.

lir. Arneil wes most affable and friendly--he «new my Ded in Toronto.
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I was fortunate in finding them &ll in Ottawa at the time. I
didn't went to remsin till the foklowing weex so I returned here and
then went back by trein for the meeting, the annual meeting with the
Minister. It was a fairly formidable delegation--and the represen-
tatives were much more numerous than ususl as the question &b issue,
5.8 the Minister had told me, snd the others also, was precisely
that of the Residentisal Schools and their financial conditions. The
Archbishop of Ottawa,(Archbishop Vachon) sttended to add & bit of
ecclesisstical waédght though he 8814 nothing, Bishop Bellezu,0.M.I.,
(Bishop of Jmmes Besy--he is the one that I made thut . trip north with
two years ago lest summer, slong with Fsther Couture) was there,
Fsasther Plourde (representing the French Oblates), a Father Phelan
(representing the English Oblates), two Anglicsn bishope (the Bishop
of Ottaws, and one from tihe West--I'm not sure if they were both
Angliczns or not), three other Protestant minicters, three ladies
(I don't <now if they were ministreseses or what, but they were
representing schools, I was told), Dr. Dord (Toronto--the represamts-
tive of the United Churches), Dr. Wisgate (or & nsme something like
thst) from Winnipeg, representing some Church or other or school.
There were also present the Minister of Justice, if I mistzke not his
folio (8t. Laurent is the name), =nd verious mfflicisls of the
Depsrtment (inecluding our Mr. Jsckson). Dr. Dore was the mouthpiece
of the Delegation and put the csse quite clesrly--explained the
present conditdons, incresse in cost of living, substantiated by
statistics, quoted the govermmentf!s own statistics that the cost of
living has gone up 18% (that for orgenized districts--therefore more
than thet in unorgenized ones), that the Govermnment imposes penszlties
on all those who do not give s cost of living bonus to their
employees, etc. The delegation asked for s return of the 7.76%cut
in our grants, snd for & cost of living bonus. Another request was
thet the children whould not be diescharged from the schools until
they sare eighteen years o0ld. The session with the Minister lasted
nesrly two hours. The Minister promised (of course) that the matter
and representastions would receive every considerztion--they msiZe up
their estimutes now to submit to the kmxszm Tressury Department--then
they sre voted upon by the House in April I believe--at any rete
sometime after the 3lst of WMsrch. We'll have to ask Hesven to mske
Mr, Ilsey propitious to us. Something will surely come out of it all.
If nothing big enough happens from that, then I esn try to get our
per capita rste raised--I think we are sbout the lowest, if not the
lowest. Our per capita rate here &t Spsnish is 16C dollars & year.
Some schooles get 180 dollers, otners 2C0C dollars, depending on their
location, cost of transporting necessitades, i.e. freight fascilities,
ete. I8's surprising ell the little things one pic«ks up here and
there in talking with the different ones and when they are sll put
together, I find our position much clearer to me. It was encouraging
to Xearn thaet,despite &ll, our school smpparently ranks fairly high in
Department estimation. They (the Department) sre trying = new policy
in regard to our young girls that grzduste. There sre slways some who
either ha¥eono home to return to or whose home conditions are not
wholesome or suitable. So Mr. Morris (Welfare Division) hms plsced

some of them &t the Water Street Hospitsl in Ottaws. Two of the
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: ' . four
graduates of lastyesurs class went there. There are now Xkxmm of last
yesr's class in Ottawe and altogether therp. gre Seven of them there
from the last couple of classes. Of the that went last yesr,
one is now working at Senator Wilson's, and one at Mr. Wilgress'(the
Cansdisn Ambsssador to Russia). They are still only children, one
not yet 16, the others 16. They didn't know & soul in Ottawa. The
families they are in are very good, but not Cstholiec. It is good
treining for them and will see them through what would possibly be
disastrous years for them if they had returned to the reserves. The
one at Wilgrees' hss not a suitasble home to go to, her parents &are
gepurated (Garden River), etc.--the one &t Wilson's has no mother,
and those at the Hospitsl are all without Kothers tco I believe,
except perhaps one, but she doesn't know her mother is living. Hr.
Morris ie quite pleased with their showing in Ottaws so far. EHe told
me thut Mr. Crerar (the Minister) would like one of them, I mean, one
of the graduates from the Girls' School here. At Ottawa our two
sbhools are trezted as one--the Spsnish School. I think the problem
of their being orphaned in Ottews is partly solved. You msy have
noticed tn thne papers that lir. Wilgress left with an embassy for
Russis. His femily accompanied him to Hew York and they were leaving
the little one from Spsnish all alone in their home in Rockeliffe.
She came to the Hospital snd todd me--she didn't znow where she could
stay. Fortunztely the Sisters of Service are in Ottaws so I made -
arrangements for her to stay there snd also for her to go there &and
bring the other Spsnish gradustes there- ey have "Rosary Hall"
juet precisely for such out-of-town gifﬁs-—they have their social
acftivities, study-club, bowling, ete. It's eslled St. Anthony's
c¢lub. The Sister Superior was most &£ind znd will help them along
2z good bit I sm sure if they go. I lasnded there just in time for
their annual Xmes dinner of the St. Anthony's club. Met s kind old
ledy there--s spinster--who knew me when I wes a matter of months old,
she was a great friend of my liother and grandmother, etc. snd <nows
all the femily--I had never met her before. She lives with her two
spinster sisters--they must all be between 6C and 7C--and she welcomed
our Spanish gredustes to visit them eny Sunday evening, so that made
another home for them wh§ﬁ§ tggg can find some distraction and motherly
care. They told me latel] ¥s¥*¥hree of them h=d come for a Sunday
evening and apparsntly enjoyed it. I really think Mr. Horris' plan is
& good one && long a8 someone keeps sn eye on them and keeps them in
tne right company. Living in such homes is bound to elevate their
ideals somewhat, as long as the spiritusl side is protected. I think
the Sisters of Service will do that, if the girls go there regularly.

Wle are going to start enlsrging our dormitory space a& soon &as
our carpenter arrives--iir. Ed Joncas, the one who built the chicken
coop addition. He only charged .45¢ and hour last time so is not
expensive, and did very good work.

While I was at Ottawa, Father Dwyer (Fathér Joe) phoned from
Wikwemikong to say tihat Father Belsnger had erisypéelus and wanted
someone to help for the Epiphany so Father Hawgkins sent Father

sSulliven. Then they wrote (I think it was by meil) to have him
remain as Father Dwger wanted to go for his getrea , B8O %ather
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Hewkins said alright until further advice. I don't know if Fasther
Dwyer wrote to you or not. I should have writtem last week but didn't
get it written. He is still therel( I mesn, Father Bullivan).

fie received an invitation to Father Cszdot's jubilee. Would you
think it well for Father Dufresne or Father Richard to go?

That's 211 for now--enough you must say to yourcelf. Please
continue to remember us at the sltar--with God's help I think we
mey get better sssistance from the Depsrtment--I reslly think too
that we hsve been perhaps s bit passive, distent from them, out of
contact with the ones thst reslly have the deciding word.

With zindest regards,

Your obedient servant in Christ,

bt P



A little postscript. While 8ast, I took adventage of it to see the
lady wno has the lttle omne.The child is in excellent health, has never
had & cold yet, is reslly waxing strong. The Sacred Heart has surely
blessed everything so fsar. I had expected a storm at Lmas but =11
went well spparently. As long ss the graendmother remsins cslm, &ll is
well, snd the Sscred Heart seems $0 sodwe each difficulty--but only
one 2t & time--it surely engenders confidence however =nd hss basnished
the worries of a year sgo. Perhaps you will hasve & little prayer of
thanks with me to the Sscered Hesrt for a1l the graces It has given,
witn the hope that they widl slwsys continue.

Sinéerely}
G . VQ«TAA ~/
.,

/



Indien Residentisl School,
Spanish, Ontario,
Msrch 23, 1943.

Dear Father Provincisal,

P.C.

Father Vandriessche died at 11.40 p.m. on Thursday, Mar. 18th
and wae buried here yesterday morning at 1l o'clock. He died in
the St. Joseph's General Hospitel &t Blind River. Father Richard
wae with him at the last momnnhs--he Father Richard, stayed with
him from Monday till his desth on lhursday night. The caase of
death is given by the doctor &s Endocarditis. He took no nourish-
ment for the last few days and just grew steadily wesker and
weaker. He wae snointed agasin before he left here on #Wednesday
Merch 1Cth.

He was exposed in the Domestic Chapel here--we removed the
Blessed Sacrament to the big Chapel. We brought him back from
Blind River on Friday, the 19th.

His Excellency Rt. Rev. R.H. Dignan, D.D., Bishop of Saulil
Ste., Marie came on Sunday and remsined with us overnight. The
funeral maess was yesterday (londay) morning at eleven o'clock--

& low mess, which I said, followed by the Absolution given by
His Excellency. DBefore the Absolution, His Excellency spoke &
few words--most appropriate and appreciated. We had the Office
for the Dead just before the lass at 10.4C o'clock. Father Tim
Dwyer came on Sunday evening for the fumeral. Father Porcheron
arrived by tréin on Mondey morning (yesterday) but as the trein
was late,he was not in time for the llass but was in time for the
buriel. Six of the Indians of the district were pall-bearers,
the Brothers and Fathers being honorary pall-bearers and welking
behind the coffin from the Church to the cemetery. Father
Vandriessche is buried beside Father Papinesu, the lesst one of
Ours to be buried here--back in 1931. As the roads are &ll
blocked on the Islend, Fethers Belanger, Barker and Joe Dwyer
couldn't sttend. Father Prud'homme would have come but one of
hise flock died on Drummond Isl&nd on Friday and was buried
yesterday so that Father couldn't come.

I sent accounts of his (Father Vandriessche's) various
staetuses to the Sgult Star and to the Sudbury Star. There was
a brosdcast over the Sudbury Station this morning but I didn't
hear it. =

Should Eather Vandriessche's writings, etc. be sent to you
or to the Provincial of the Lower Province?

Also, should one of ours write his necrology? If it is to
be one of ours, whom would you wish to do it?

Brother Grubb is wondering now about his retrest. He made it
with Brother Vandermoor lest year--zsnd of course, seeing Srother



Vandermoor off to Guelph for his retreat, Brother Grubb has con-
ceived the idee that it would be nice if he could do the same.
However I believe that he is due to take his Last Vows next
February if nothing prevents them--so that it seems to me that it
would be better for him to wait till then to make his retresat
elsewhere. Perhaps he could make this year's one right here &s
he did last year. Or what would your Reverence suggest?

Still 6 below zero yesteiday morning and this morning--but
the days hshe lest two days) have been nice and wright--lsst Friday
and Sgturdey were not so nice. You should see the snow! But I
. guess you have plenty of your own.

Asging your remembrance of us at the altar,

R.V. Servus in Xto,

Coffinm. 57
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