
R~SIDE TIAL seIOOL 

S anish, Ontario 

MOR ~Durfi--Father ,1auriee , _ J.--Dean and Pref ct 

In vieT of the conditions .T ich St. Charles G~ rnier School 
f~ces and· ith thou ht for the future of the 'chool , I th:nk 
it ur.~ent to submit the following observ1ti ns : 

1. In 1946 the Hioh School Course las inaugurated ~ith the 
oponin of Grade IX. In e r ch succe ding ye r a further gr de 
was added and the first ~raduation took pI ce in 1950. 

From 1950-1956 ....•• 39 received Gr de II diplomas hile 
25 others completed the Grn e XII year's ork . 

2. Due to the present policy of the Indian Department hieh is 
urging integration T'lith whites es eciall? in the field of 
education , the High Sc 001 enrol ent at Garnier hp.s declined 
and will like~y continue to do so even more in the future . 
At the same time, the policy of bringin ~ in the Children's 
id Society to plAce elfare cases in foster hon~ will very 

seriously affect (actually has) the enrolment of the 
Elementary Sc~ools . In f~ct, the questio of how long 
Spanish ~ill continue to receive welfare cases ha~ to Le 
considered immediately. 

THE PROBLFJ[ v'E NO" FACE IS "the futur of S anish as~ 
Indian Residential School." 

3. It seems to be a general conviction ~ith most missionari s 
in the vicinity and teachers that Indian boys {QuId benefit by 
inte~ration andfhat t ey r~ally need the stimulation of 
non-Indian students . The ears in ·~ich the school functioned 
as an Indian School ~ere a necessarj step in the education 
of Indians up to the present time . 

r think th~ t !l9.:!! is he opportune tim to f:~ ce t he 
Indian Department with our proffer of advancino.: in h t"l r!'1ony 
ith their policy of integration and to work out with the 

Department a suitable agreement in this n T-j nhase of t e 
school's royress . 

4. An agreement in this direction should contain a clause that 
all materials, tools, books , office and school furniture, . 
remain at the school as Jesuit property in -i6 of the f act that 
the Jesuit Order has supplied a great deal of th avove 
mentioned items at no char e to ,he Indian D~p rtment . 
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5. The prospects of the district , hieh is opening up to 
mining , promise a large enough population in the vicinity-
large enough to offer adequ te guarantee o£ a non-Indian 
student supply . This may be quite small rithin the next 
year or '10 but should show stea y ' and quite ra id e rowth in 
a few years . 

Also , at present , the school is known as a School for 
Indian boys . Once it becomes known as a non-r cially se re a ted 
s~hool t there shoudl be quite a number of a plication rom 
0atholic boys in the vicinity who have no n arby Catholic 
High School to attend . 

6. The Indian Departm nt , accordin to the Chai rman of the 
local school bo rd , has offered the vil lage Separate Cchool 

50,000 to buil d accommodation for nearby Cutler Indi n 
pupils u to Grade 8--plus tir6 monthly per pupil during th 
s chool year . I f t h is is true and the De rtm nt can 0 fer so much 
for buildings thi ch ould remain the propert of th Separate 

chaol Board , why could they not m ke a comp~rable offer to us 
if we opened the school to all s Ion s e uaranteed 
accepaance of Indian pupils . 

7. Should the i dea of discontinuin as a strictly Indian chool 
meet with ap royal from all de artments , basic fees should be 
agreed upon . These should be listed separately.~u~n~) ~ __ --~ 
bo~rd r ~ room , tuition; books ~nd schoo ry, medical , 
c t '1 i. n,g, thletic, sundry fees , and d finite amounts 
set . ~greement should also be made about payments--i . e . 
in advanc e or quarterly based on attenQance , etc . --on a r 
with ot her schools in Ontario. 

8. I vhink this system would help in setting a higher tone 
to the school , in urging selection of worthy students ho 
10ul d have to make suitable pro . ress , etc. 

9. A definite policy should be decided upon b J anuary 1957. To 
l e !1ve the matter until next s ring or next summer o .:ld be 
fatal as there woo Id be many com lication to )e strai htened 
out before that time . 

10 . Some kind of survey of t e possibl e non-Indi an students : . 
the district should be made atthe beginnin~ of the fiscal y 

11 . In a study of this nature , atten ion should be direct to 
the follo~ing points : 

·a) The need and even advisability of an Indian School i s a 
matter of qu stion from the Besuit vie point . 

1:; 

b) The Department ants int"egration and equality between 
I ndian and non- Indian. This is good . But there should 

• 

be equal financial allotment to establish and maintain this 
equality. 



e) 

d ) 

e) 

f} 
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The lOtler grades , if kept, could be incorporated with the local 
Separate School as r"'r as~l ss work is coneerned .~ 1. 

The local Separate School board (elementary) is said to be 
favourable to a tie-up with our s chools . If this is done , 
some provision ftor bus transportation of village pupils to 
our sChools l'lould have to be considered . ~~ ~1 

The Department is definitely heading to the gradual ye't certain 
abolition of the need of strictly Indian residentl.& school s . ,. 

ij;'-

A defini te program of improvements in the school ~ould be 
made and a budeet or estimate established . 



The ~nglish Oblate Fathers wer ost courteous and hospitable during 

my stay l'fj th t h • Bishop 0' GaTa a.sked to be ~Jnembered to you especially. 

Father rich. has replaced Father Laviol .. tte as Executive ecretary and 

he gave me muoh help, various documents (Depart ent Salary Scble , etc.), 

and an un 1 lmi ted amount of time. He has had uch experience in Indian 

Affairs as a principal of Indian chools and later, iissionary Provincial . 

In view of his complet frankness with e re their salaries and oneys 

received, I entioned our grants and he assured me that, we ~ ere 

justified in demanding an increase . He pointed out that we should 

carefully set down the Salaries due our teachers and our employees 

(according to lists given) as a means of working out tl~ cos~ which the 

Depart ent should be defraying. I will speak with you further on this 

point. 

The question of the 1 rge surplus -- 42,000 Nov. 1956--

showing in favour of the Girls' School 1s a real problem and l'r " Davey' 

made it very clear t~~t h'a situation does hot xist in any other 

Indian School. 1 assured him that there had b en some mistake 

in the compilation of the report--perhaps over the years--and would 

have the nt'it. ~er investigated. Confidentia1l7, this is p..~s.erious obstacle, 
",'

,".1 

since ir . Davey insists we are ~ School in the Depart ent's records. 

I would like to discuss this w"th you and I think iS5 Flanagan should be 

con ulted and the que.~tion explained. rrha Department considers that \oney 

is on hand for future expenses--at le~~t in t~e uirls ' section. 
\." .... 1-· \ 

In view of the courteous and satisfactory reception by these 

officials. I could see no particular rf:;ason for callin on ~r. Laval~rt1er. 
I discussed the question of the govt. owned school with Fr. Piche. 

Provided they can maintain their right to at leastnominate the p. .~O 
aJ.~ .) r~nCl ___ " 

( (~ they consider it most satisfactory. (they have asl:tld the BishOp!},~ "" -tt::. 
~~~l?K~~ ('-,t.~. 
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