1-1-1
DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA
April 19, 1934
L MO AT DU §
To Heads oif Church Or_cnizctions
conductin, Indizn ‘jegidential Schools

The question of the oblijation of the Department oi Indi
Affairse in resard to iesidenticl school buildings in whieh it heac
an interest, hag recently been the suuject of serious consideration.

In the p=st, there hove been several instances where the
Denartment has been recuestec to assuie fincncial reqconp’bility
towards the 0apitL1 cost of residential school buildings in whica it
does not exercise the rig lb of ownership. CGirants heve also Dbeer
reGuested tovards the cost of additions, repalirs and meintenance and
for the purchase of equipment end I”fﬂluﬂlﬂ S Frecuently applic-

ctions for these grants have been mcde after the worl has been
completeu and Without previous suviiission of plans and an estinate
of cost for departmental approval.

In sone instances, undertcllinng have been made on the part
oi the Department to Furnish certain financial assistance; buit many
of the arraengenents itinde have been verval in nature cnd the terms
are not of definite record. The lacl of written records and agree
ments makes it difricult for the parties concerned to deterinine the
nature eand extent-of the Departientts Te€sponsibility

For the purposc of dealiny with these difficulties in
future, the Department has deciled “to adopt the following poliey:
b The Department of Indian Affairs will undevrtoke the payment

of per capita grants and render financial aid towards the const of
buildings and equipment only when the prior authority of the Depnart
nent has been obtained. This authorit; should cover such matters

as site, size and nature of buildings, particulars regarding
ecuipment and furnishings, and the cost involved:

.o Such authority in all cases shall be set out in a iformal

anc definitely worded agreement between the Department and the Church
autiorities 1nte rested, for the suidance oi both, as a matter of
record, and for the purpose of avoiding future misunderstandings.

I wish to emphesize that, unless authority be first
obtained, the Department in future will be averse to assuming respon-
eibility for reimbursing Church authorities or principals of schools
for any pairt of the costs incurred by them for erection of buildings,
addivians or repairs, or purchase of equipment and furnishinzs

The foregoing proposed rejulations should not be interpreted
a8 implying a reversal of policy on the part of the Department.
Apnlications for assistance Irom schools now operating by authority
of the Department as recognized by the payment of per capita grants
will, as in the past, receive such consideration as circumstences
warrant and financial conditions permit.

Deputy Superintendent General.
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