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Bosco Centre helps thousands 
-l3y Hall)' Denni~ on in the Winn .ipe ,c; Free Press-

~t the ~t. John Bosco Centre, 87 
Isabel Street, an average of 10 people 
daily come in for emergency aid in food, 
money, clothing or housing, ~ays Father 
Guy Laval l~ e, the agency'~ executive di
rector. 

And George Munroe, executive director 
of the Indian and Metis Friendship Centre 
at 73 Princess Street, adds that the 
centre went $540 over its budget early 
this ,year "looking after people who were 
stranded, with nowhere to go and no job." 

The poverty of the native person, as 
both Father Lavall ~ e and Mr. Munroe said, 
is intensified when he arrives in Winnipeg 
from a reserve or settlement. 

Both men were talking about people li
ke Rose, who's by now conditioned to the 
rejection with which Winnipeg and other 
Manitoba urban centr es welcome native 

. people. 

Rose, a s one social worker said, IS 

a good mother who·' s trying to do her best 
without~ husband, but she can't seem to 
ge t decent housing for her five children. 
Few landlords, the worker explained, will 
rent to Indians, and mo s t houses or rooms 
are far outside her means. 

Rose has been turn do-vm by landlords 
s o often that she now expects to be tur
ned dov.-rn, and when faced 1.-r i th moving , 
asks her social worker to find hou~. ing 

for her. 

She even gets a friend to call because 
the worker isn't always in his office, and 
Rose figures he' s really there but doesn't 
wan t to talk to her. 

When Rose's brother came to the city, 
he found a latorer's job and worked for 
a few weeks. But he lost it when he got 
sick and cou ldn 't go to work. 

The emp:v)·er's comment at the time was 
that Rose' s brother hadn't called to say 

he was ill because he was probably nursing 
a hangover. 

But the employer didn't reali ze there 
was no telephone in Rose' s dwelling and 
that she was afraid to go to a neighbor 
to request the use of a telephone. She 
was afraid because she was new in the 
neighborhood and had often 1peen refused 
entry into houses, alleged!$, because she 
was Indian and poor. 

LOST 

And Shirley, Rose's eldest daughter, 
couldn't, on her first day in a large ci
ty school, find the room to which she had 
been assigned. The girl, accustomed to 
a one-room reserve school, had w~1dered 
around the halls for a few hours, finally 
gave up and went home. She refused to re
turn, and it took some time to discover 
why she had dropped out and to get her 
back into school • 

The teacher, after she had heard of 
Shirley's first-day experience, thought 
the girl must be slow and, therefore, did 
not expect her to do as well as other stu
dents. But Shirley had done well in the 
reserve school and was as intelligent as 
most of the other pupils. 

As the social worker said, "Shirley 
soon found that she couldn't make friends 
with her white classmates and she and ot
her Indian children were segregated, not 
just because of their color, but because 
their life experience on the reserve has 
been so different from the ciiy child's 
experience." 

So, unfortunately, this rejection by 
the insensitive and indifferent dominant 
majority extends even to Indian and Metis 
children. 

Great numbers of them have remain in 
foster care all over the province because 
it has been extremely difficult to find 
adoptive fa.milies. Most have remained 
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with the s ame fo s t e r family, but even tho
s e in ::; tab l e homes haven't alway s been ac
cepted in the neirborhood. 

An exampl e is nine-year-old El sie, mo
ved frequently from one f os ter home to a
nother. One day i n her new foster home 
Elsie was found try ing to SC.L'Ub the "d irt" 
off her arms . She had been called a "dir
t y Ind ian" s o often that she actual l y be
li eved she was dirty . 

As Jack ~chnoor, d irec tor of adoptions 
f or the Children's Aid Society, of Winnipeg 
told me, "Our society isn't educated to 
the point where it's prepared to accept 
children of mixed racial origin on a par 
with white children." 

And as Mr. Schnoor noted, a foster ho
rne can't provide the kind of long term, 
stable care that adoption does. 

Think, too, of the young native girls 
who are cons idered to be "marks" on Main 
Street. Many come from the reserve unem
ployed and scared. So, they frequently 
move in with a man because they're des
perate, and the result is an unwanted pre
gnancy. 

Considering all these factors, it was, 
therefore, no suprise to me to find that 
more than one-third of about 70 boys at 
the Manitoba Home for Boys were Indians 
and Metis, nine of 26 girls at the Mani
toba Home for Girls were of native extrac
tion, and 18 of the 25 women at the Correc
tional Centre for Women at Portage la Prai
rie were from that group. 

In the same regard, Cl ay 1-Totherspoon, 
director and co-ordinator of treatment 
services a t Marymound Schoo l , has po s ed a 
c hallenging a r gument in a recent l etter 
to s oc ial agencie s throughout Manitoba. 

QUES1J:liONS 

"Should we not be a sk ing que s tions," 
Mr. ~~otherspoon \ITote, "as to why 1 t hap
pens that the greates t majority of kids who 
are emotionally disturbed or delinquent 
come from the lower socio-economic s ector 
of the commun i t y , with a predom i nance 
f rom certa i n a r eas of the c i t y or r r ov i nce , 
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and wi th an abnormally high percentage of 
children from Indian-Metis origin? I 
th i nk we should. 

"The answer sh-all be an indictment of 
our social value s , our priorities and the 
way they are reflected in the practice of 
s ocial agencie s ." 

Insofar as serving Indian and Metis 
people general l y, the practice of too many 
s ocial agencies has been to dump what are 
their responsibilitie s onto the doors~eps 
of the St. John Bosco Centre and the Indian 
and Metis Frienship Centre. 

And the re sult has been that these two 
agencies for native peop l e have become 
primarily problems-solvers instead of the 
referral services and cultural and social 
centres they were set up to be. 

"The Indian and Metis in an urban set
ting is a fact today, and all people, go
vernment, public and private agencies 
should be concerned," Father Lavallee 
said. "It's too easy to dump the pro
blems on our agencies." 

His words are particularly relevant 
in view of the fact that an ever-increa
sing migration of native people to Winni-

(continued on p. 4) 

Father Guy Lavall ee, OMI, director of the 
St . John Bosco Centre. 
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Bosco Centre (continued from p . 3) 

peg is anticipated , a m1 r a tion which ha 
already manifested itself pointedly in a 
big jump in the number of c1ty we l f re 
recipients to ate . The eop e , a the1 r 
native spokesmen have repeatedly contended , 
are getting virtually no or1entat1on on 
city living prior to leavin g their com
munities. 

"I've met c.:ome young people from the 
north wh o don't know the distinction be
tween red and green li hts," Father La
vallee said . 

"And one of the major problem is the 
stranee facelessness and anonymity in the 
city which leads to a lack of positive 
self- images among the Indians and Metis , 
and also those vrhi te people who come fr om 
the same economic and social conditions . 
The result is that they underestimate 
their capacity to better themselves, and, 
therefore , lose motivati on. 

"But there are many Indians an Metis 
people who aren 't poor , who are successful 
and we , as a encies , should be ena le to 
give these newcomers an equal ch ,~~e t o be
come juc t as successful . 

OVERLOAD 

"But when I get up in the morning, I 
have to conditi on myself to meet about 10 
or more people with X number of problems, 
and I find this most difficult . l>'fy mind 
has to change gear s constantly ." 

F'a"ther AnT"nlo Lacelle , Ul ll, w1th a group 
of parents for ~ round- table discussion. 

!.tlr . Munroe ad ed , "I can never s 1 t 
own an talk to any person too l on be

cauce the phone I S ali.Yay c:- rineing. ~ 1here 

are so man~v· different &roup and incl ivi-
uals with problemc:- that I often find it 

diff1cult to relate as I should to the 
human beinu who ' s with me and who' askin 
for my help . 

''An· one of the most heart- breakinG 
th1ng i s work ing with families in which 
y oun .;, people are getting into trouble be
cause of family disintegrati on ." 

Mr . Munroe estimated tha three-quar
ters of the agency 's budget is consumed 
by emergency aid . 

"I've been trying to change the agen
cy's direction to social and cultural de
velopment since I came here in September , " 
~1r . Munroe said . "But we just can' t do 
it . We're stuck . We've been s o swamped 
with transients that we haven't been able 
to reach the native people in the communi
ty . I think a lot of them don't know the 
friendship centre exists ." 

But , as both he and Father Lavallee 
have stressed , many social agencies and 
other societal institutions , by shirking 
their duties, are blocking the native a
gencies from proceeding in a more meaning
ful and progressive direction. 

Canada Manpower programs , for one 
thine , have to be designed with Indians 
and Metis in mind , meeting their needs, 
as one native spokesmen has emphasized. 

Father Lavallee noted the example of 
a self-employed Indian carpenter who failed 
to get a carpenter ' s job through Manpower 
in W1nnipeg because he lacked trade papers . 
"Yet , he could do as well as any union car
penter because he had helped build some 
fine homes in the country ." 

And I wondered how much had happened 
in six years to change the shameful fin
ding of a survey in 1964 , when about one 
third of Canada 's Indians requiring assis
tance in that year were found to be h~ldi
capped or unemployable , but , with few ex
ceptions, had little ~ccecs to rehabi lita-
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tion serv1ces establi s hed in each .provin ce 
under federal legiclation. 

Consider a rnan who' s perhaps a casu
alty of s oc iety ' s irrespon ibility in th ic 
ma tter. "He' s a Second Wor ld War veteran , 
and he lost an arm in combat," Father La
vall0 e said . "He has n't been able to get 
an,Y -vmrk since he was discharceu, but he 
wanted to work badly . Ther e was nothin~ 
for him. 

"Did anyone come f orward to assist 
him and r;e t him on rehabilitation program? 
No. 

"He could have been sel f-sup porting 
today if he had been e-iven the opportunity 
many years aeo and the psychological space 
to grow as a human being. Today, he's a 
chronic alcoholic, and just the other day, 
he was in court again charged with an of
fence committed under the influence of li 
quor." 

vlhat a waste of humanity, and, secon
dari ly, how foolish it seems to keep seeing 
thi~ war veteran return to j a il again and 
~ain at an incarceration cost of about 
$ 10 daily, when a proper rehabilitation 
program, at much less cost, ~·muld probably 
have opened a new life for him long ago. 

And what often happens to s ome nat i ve 
families who do establish somewhat of 
a f oothold in Winnipeg? 

As Dorothy Betz, a court worker at the 
friendship centre, told the Senate poverty 
committee , s ome families have an income of 
$50 weekly and don't want to go on welfare, 
Hhich \vould probably gi ve them more money. 

Such a Eituat1 on, as she eAplained , 
resu l ts in children dropping out of schoo l 
becauEe they are a burden on their paren ts. 
Or they may be t'3' i n t o s tea l things they want 
but the family can ' t afford . 

"That ' s how the breakdo-vm star t s , and 
that' s what poverty is ?-ll abou t ." 

In view of these s oci al and human dy
namics of city livir..g by Indians and Met1s , 
it seems imperat1ve that native people must 
somehow gain the increased soc ial , cultu-

L. toR. back row: Father A. Lacelle, OMI, 
Bosco Centre assistant; Norval Desjarlais, 
Me tis Federation; Bill Coble, C.A.S. Social 
Worker; Lawrence Morrisseau, Indian Brother
hood and Father Guy Lavallee, director. 
Front row: l. to r. Misses Edith Reidel, 
C.A.S.; Leslie Sharpe, Indian Brotherhood; 
and Gertrude F'let t, secretary. 

ral and educational benefi t s which F1a ther 
Laval lP. e and Mr. Munroe contend wi ll weld 
them together as an effective urban people. 

"It is important for our people to 
organize in an effective manner to better 
the i r conditions because only they can ·do 
it in the long run," Father Lavallee said. 
"It will be up to them to establish the i r 
own goals and priorities." 

PSYCHOLOGICAL SPACE 

"But," Mr. Munroe reminded , "they 
have to be given the psychological space 
to do these things. We want to s earch 
out solutions to our own problems. 

"When peo pl e from the dominant so
ciety want to hel p , they usually want t o 
help in the way they want to help - that 
is , by imposing their o~~ ideas and plans 
on what shou ld be done and how it should 
be done. 

"And that's smothering to incentive 
and initiative. We want the dominant so
ciety involved, but we want them to be 
involved a t the pace of, and under the 
jur isdict i on of the Indian and Metis peo
ple . 

(continued on p. 15) 
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Frog Lake school students 

Christmas at · Frog Lake 
The parents and friends of the Frog 

Lake Reserve day school in Alberta enjoyed 
several interesting and colorful programs 
during the Christmas season . 

On December 17 , the pupils of Grades 
1, 2 & 3 offered sixteen selections . The 
little tots performed magnificiently ac
cording to all those who attended . ''We 
have future Holl,ywood Braves" was one of 
the comment express e • Everyone marvel
led at their versatile talents . Santa 
dropped in l oaded with goodies and gifts. 
Many sleepy heads went home that evening 
holding on to t heir treasured gifts . 

The following afternoon, the wee tots 
of the kindergarten and playschool class 
demon s trated their skill at singing many 
Christmas Carols. Santa then made a ~· e

cond appearance carrying more goodies. 

On Friday even ing the pupil of grades 
4 , 5 and 6 presented their audience a va
riety of Christmas Carol and a sketch . 
I'10r the th ird time Santa paid a visit and 
distributed gif ts even to the not o young . 

The parents had organized bingos to 
raise money to buy the goodie · and ift s . 
They are to be congratulated for the in
terest they took 1n the we l fare and ln 
the progre ss of their chi ldren. 
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Getting along better 

OTTAWA - The assistant deputy minister 
of the Indian affairs department said Ja
nuary 6 that sometimes the heated clash . 
between Prime Minister Trudeau and Alberta 
Indians last June helped melt Indian Hos
tility towards the department and ushered 
in a new era of mutual trust. 

J.B. Bergevin, 54, sai d in an inter
view that the June 1970 meeting "helped 
immensely in filling the credibility gap 
between the department and Indians." 

"We have a different kind of rela
tions now,'' he said. "We now can talk 
acout problems unemotionally." 

"For the Indian affairs department, 
the worst times are over. Dialogue means 
for us to have Indians right beside us 
in taking the key decisions; and they'll 
have to share the responsibilities , the 
good part and the bad ." 

Consultations between the department 
and the Indians has extended tm.vards the 
budget-making level. 'l'he consultations 
help set priorities . 

''With a budget of $260 millions, we 
need all the help we can eet," said Mr . 
Bergevin . 

In June, the Indian Association of 
Alberta pre sented their Red Paper to Mr . 
Trudeau and his cabinet on Parliament 
Hil l . In it, they had harsh criticism 
for the proposed new Indian po li cy. 

Replyi ng to the paper, Mr . Trudeau 
acknowled jed that perhap the government 
had been naive in s ome of its proposalc . 

"You can cay that the government 
doesn 't underc-tand," he told the Indians . 
"You can say it's s tupid or ignorant, 
but do not say we are dishonest or trying 
to mislead you, because we're not ." 

( see p . 7) 
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Native languages taught 
lrhe younff native people of Canada 

are concerned about retaining an Indian 
identity and one way in which they feel 
this could be accomplished is through the 
use of the Indian language. · 

Many support the idea of having an 
Indian language introduced into the edu
cational system in the early grades. 
Textbooks and dictionaries are already 
being used in a few schools and many are 
working towards this goal. 

Delia Opekokew of Canoe Lake, Saskat
chewan, recalls her school days when she 
was made to feel ashamed of speaking Cree. 
If Indian people wish to keep their lan
guage, Miss Opekokew says: 

"It is important that they develop 
a sense of pride in speaking their own 
language. The pride has to be developed, 

with their sense of identity and once that 
takes place, they feel I am a man, I am 
an Indian, instead of feeling inferior to 
anyone else. Once that comes about then 
all these things about language, better 
education, whatever, will fall into place 
because that person will want to retain 
anything that's Indian. The Indian lan
guage happensto be one of the more impor
tant one's in this case". 

Edna Manitowabi from Manitoulin Is
land, who has been teaching Ojibway at 
the University of Toronto for the past 
two years finds a problem in getting a 
writing system. She frequently visits 
Indian reserves to study as well as learn 
from the older people. She encourages 
Indian parents to speak to their children 
in Indian. This summer Miss Manitowabi 
will visit Chief Smallboy's settlement in 
Alberta. 

years they'll be ready to compete with 
Getting along . . . (from p. 6) non-Indians for policy-making jobs in 

the department carrying salaries of $10, 
000 or more. 

He went on to promise not to force 
any new policy on Indians, to take all 
the time necessary to work out final 
solutions. But Indians must have some 
trust in the government. 

After a "coo 1 ing off period'' Indians 
began making suggestions to the depart
ment. Officials found they could sit 
down with Indians "without carrying 100 
years of injustice on their backs." 

Mr. Bergevin, who came to the depart
ment two years ago from the Quebec pu
blic service, said his job as an admi
nistrator now is to transmit the new 
enthusiasm and trust at the program le
vel. 

One of the newer programs at the de
partment is to train Indians for key po
sitions. There now are 50 Indians in 
these training positions; within two 

Mr. Bergevin said no jobs are ear
marked for these Indian trainees. 

"But with the training they are get
ting, they will be stiff competitors for 
these jobs," he said. 

To ensure that some top-level jobs will 
be open, the department has started the pra 
practice of filling some position on a term 
basis. 

The non-Indian taking the job knows he 
has it for a two-year period. Then it will 
be thrown open for a competition with 
well trained Indians ready to compete for 
it. 
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PRIEST TRAINS INDIAN SCHOOL TEACHERS By Dennis Bell 

Rev. Andre Renaud , a 50-year-old 
Olbate priest who dresses more often in 
a cardigan than cassock, has learned from 
the Indians how to instruct white teachers 
in the delicate task of educating native 
children . 

The Montreal-born educationist heads 
the University of Saskatchewan's unique 
Indian and Northern Curriculum Program 
and is a crucial link between whites and 
Indians in the educational chain. 

His program in essence teaches tea
chers how to cope with predominantly In
dian and Metis classes so that the native 
students can cope with them . It's basic 
training in avoidance of culture shock . 

Father Renaud put the program toge
ther in 1962 a t · the invitation of the 
university's Saskatoon campus after 17 
years of dealing with the educational pro
blems of the native minoritie s . 

About 1 1 000 teachers have passed 
through it since then, destined for jobs 
in the northern areas of Saskatchewan , 
Manitoba and Alberta, as the Northwest 
Territories . 

CALLS IT DISASTER 

The nature of what he is doing has 
taken on added importance since the fe
deral Indian affairs department began 
dismantling its own all-Indian school sy
stem and integrating Indian children into 
white schools operated by the provinces . 

"We"re trying to provide teachers who 
work with a more functional frame of re
ference in order to help them understand 
what's happening with these children 1 " 

said Father Renaud . 

He sees what's happening to native 
children in this countr y , particularly in 
the northern <>l'eas , as nothing short of 
an educational disaster, despite school 

integration - and in some instances be
cause of it . 

According to stat i stics compiled by 
the Indian-Eskimo Association of Canada, 
50 per cent of native children do not go 
beyond Grade 6 , about 61 per cent fail to 
reach Grade 8 and 97 per cent drop out 
before completing high school . 

This year, 60 to 70 per cent of the 
72 , 000 registered Indian children of 
schoo l age are attending classes in pro
vincial-operated schools. About 30 per
cent of the native children entering Gra
de 1 for the first time speak little or 
no English or French. 

In the current fiscal year Indian af
fairs has budgeted almost SlOO million 
for education, a substantial percentage 
of which is going to the provinces in the 
form of per capita grants for Indian stu
dents attending white schools. 

The department apparently wants out 
of the education business. It is closing 
down Indian resident ial schools and sen
ding their students into provincial scho
ols systems in steadily increasing num
bers . 

SCHOOLS UNPREPARED 

If the Indians are poorly equipped 
culturally and linguistically to cope 
with white schools 1 the schoo 1 s are even 
less adequately prepared to handle them . 
Native children are invariably a minority 
in a setting where the curriculum requi
rement s of the white majority dictate 
what will be taught . 

Native leaders ins ist that provincial 
schoo ls are utterly incompetent in the 
realm of the Indian child's special lear
ning problems , linguistic difficulties 
and native culture . 

The pro"! 3m i s further complicated by 

the fact that Indian parent s have 1 i ttle 
or no control over the public school sys
tem because of such things as laws in so
me provinces that prevent reserve Indians 
from voting in school board elec tions . 

And, as the Indian As s ociation of Al
berta said in its "red paper" submission 
t o the federal government: 

"Treaty Indian children attempt to 
gain their education in integra ted school 
in spite of social, economic and lingui s
tic handicaps that other children gene
rally do not have to face . 

"Indians ar e subjected to various ty
pes of discriminatory behavior and edu
cational policies that have the effect 
of emphasizing the social gap between In
dian r eserve c ommuni ties and town popu
lations . 

"Regardless of whether or not such 
acts are committed deliberately or inad
vertently the effects are the same - In
dian students acquire inferiority feelings 
and terminate their educational careers 
prematurely ." 

The paper went on to document 20 ca
ses of "discrimination against Indian pu
pils" in Alberta's school system. 

One of the biggest problems of all -
the one that Father Renaud is attacking 
- involves teachers . In far too many 
cases he says they blunder into comple
tely alien cultural environment full of 
stereotypes, idiotic ideas and an appal
ling lack of knowledge about native cul
ture . 

Father Renaud estimates the annual 
turnover of teachers in Canada's nor
thern school districts where 70 per cent 
of the native population live at roughly 
60 per cent . 

It ' s self- perpetuating cycle - be-

cause of the high turnover rate , jobs in 
the North are easier to come by . The 
j obs attr act too many of the wrong people 
including misfits who have trouble in 
finding employment in more-lucrative sou
thern areas . 

The Indian affairs department gave as 
one reason for its desire to close up the 
residential schoo ls the fact that 12 per 
cent of the teachers in its sys tem held 
substandard teaching certificates . 

A recent survey of the northern Sas
katchewan school district showed that 13 
per cent of the teachers in that area 
held substandard certificates. 

These people , in view of authorities 
like Father Renaud , clutter up an extre
mely sensitive learning environment with 
inexperience , ignorance and outright dis
crimination , often destroying years of 
painstaking work by the many dedicated 
and competent teacher s in the North . 

HAS BEST PROM! SE 

In this context 1 Father Renaud ' s cour
se at the Un iver si ty of Sa skatchewan seem 
to hold the brightest promi se . Several 
other Canadian universi ties are conside
ring similar programs. 

He has devised three main courses -
curriculum development in Indian and 
northern schools, school programs f or 
Indian and Metis communi ti()S 1 ancl inten
sive oral instruction in the Cree langua
ge . 

But less than 10 per cent of Saskat
chewan teachers work ing with native chi 1-
dren have had any experience with the 
c ourse , or with the Indian and Native Re
sources Centre at the Saskatoon campus 
which is one of Canada's largest reposi
tories for material dealing with native 
culture and education . 

(continued on p. 16) 
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To improve school curriculum 

~ program to identify and develop 
more suitable school curriculum for 
Indian and Metis children has now been 
initiated by the department of youth and 
education. 

The program is being drawn up in 
consultation with the Manitoba Indian 
Brotherhood and Manitoba Metis Federa
tion. 

''Curriculum materials now in use re
flects the values and attitudes of the 
majority culture," said Education Minister 
Saul Miller . 

He said it is hoped that by supplem
ting existing programs with materials 
related to the culture of Manitoba ' Nati
ve · population, children of Indian and 
Metis ancestry will be encouraged to de
velop a positive identity heritage, and 
other children will gain a better appre
ciation and understanding of the Indian 
and Metis people. 

Mr. Miller said most of the materials 
- books, pamphlets, films and picture 
charts - will be designated for use 
throughout the Manitoba school system, and 
not specifically for classes inculding In
dian and Metis children. 

Conducted by Miss Verna Kirkness, 
curriculum consultant on cross-cultural 
education- with the assistance of assis
tant Prof. Bruce Sealy fo the University 
of Manitoba's faculty of education- the 
program is focusing on two major areas in 
1971: language arts and social studies. 

The minister said exploratory inves
tigations have already begun of the pos
sibility of teaching native languages as 
second languages and providing instruc
tion in native languages in pre-school 
and primary grades. 

In s ocial studies , the program is 

attempting to add discussions of topics 
relevant to the lives and culture of 
children of Indian and Metis descent to 
existing programs. For example, snow
mobiles would be added to an examination 
of the means of transportation. 

Mr. Miller said committees are now 
considering possible innovations in the 
Grade 7 and 8 social studies program as 
well as in high school. Work is near 
completion on supplementary material for· 
the Grade 5 and 6 social studies programs. 
This is expected to be available by next 
fall. Supplemental material has already 
been provided for Gnades l to 4. 

The minister said sarcity of material 
on the Indian and Metis culture suitable 
for classroom use has been a problem. 

I.A.B. staff 
by 1978? 

200 

OTTAWA - 'Jlhere could be as few as 200 
employees in the Indian Affairs department 
by l978;says one of its top-level officials. 

J.B. Bergevin, assistant deputy minis
ter in charge of Indian affairs, said in 
an interview a government proposal to shut 
down the department within five years has 
been abandoned at the request of the In-· 
dians. 

In the meantime the department is stri
ving to place Indians in policy-making jobs. 

Right now, said Mr. Bergevin, "the In
dian participation at the policy level is 
minimal." 

''I think we have about 50 trainees 
now in positions," he said. "In a year or 
two, they'll be strong competitors for the 
policy-mak::.ug jobs." 
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Students spend summer at Moosonee 
By Father PETER SUTTON, OMI . 

LONDON - What do you ge t when you 
have five girls , three boys , a priest , 
seven weeks , James Bay and a desire t o 
learn something? 

Moo s onee '70 that's what! 

It happened thi s past summer when 
Rita Jansen , Mike Lachine , Drew Dandeno , 
Leo Henry, and I from Catholic Central 
high schoo l , London, teamed up with Bea 
Minhinnick and Judy Winter , students at 
the University of We stern Ontario and 
Josie Smeenk and Betty Vandenbroek , gra
duates of London's Teacher' s Co llege . 

The project wa conceived in re sponse 
to a need and a desire . 

The need was that of providing an 
opportunity to live among and study ano
ther segment of Canadian society . It coul 
have happened anywhere with any number 
of students but it happened in Moo onee, 
Ontar io , the "gateway t o the North " and 
the "end of steel ", s o boasts the Ontario 
Northland Railroad . 

The desire was to serve , by promot ing 
a better understandin between two of Ca
nada ' cultures by sharin a summer , wor
king with , living among , and l earning 
f rom, c-ome of our Canadian Indian brothers . 
It was a group effort whereby we cou ld 
exchan e and hare many experiences . 

NEW IDEA~ 

'Jlhe c-ummer has gone an we hav some 
new ideas . We're li v1ng number l es ex
periences an thou ~h we di no set out 
to s o lve age-o l prob l ems , an we didn ' t , 
we l earned a lot and received much more 
than we ave . 

What was it like? 

Well it ' s like tryin to describe 
how one has own from June to ceptember . 
One person said it this wa.) : " I never c- aw 

a group like this one, who seem to get 
al ong s o well. Re a lly what I think you 
have accomplished is to show to us, all 
of us in Moosonee, the realization of 
Christian Community at work- at _work mea
ning liv ing with each other in this good 
friendship that you have shown us". 

If these words are accurate then the 
experimental team known as Moosonee '70' 

( continued on p. 12 ) 

TRILINGUALI SM : All 0 aints ' Church, Noranda, 
ue. , takes serious ly the three languages 

common to its area . The church sign is prin
ted in En lish , French and Cree . At a recent 
Anglican synod of Moosonee di oce se , 19 Cree 
ele~ates were present . 
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Summer at Moosonee 
(from p . 11) 

has attained perhaps the fund amen tal , ;yet 
essential ideal for Hhlch it \va~·; founded . 

}'or the members of the eroup, the 
development of a true community spir1t 
added a 6~eater sense of satisfacti on than 
the enumeration of the thin~s they riid in 
the north country. 

Until l as t December , M- 70 was just 
a wil d idea , but it evolved rap id ly into 
reality. Afte r considering applicati ons 
and interviewing young people who were 
interested , a team of eight volunteers , 
girls and boys , were selected . All that 
was asked was stated in an information 
sheet : "Of paramount importance is the 
professed dedication of all team members 
to Christian living and readiness to give 
witness to the Gospe l of Christ in the 
C a tho l i c t r ad i t i on'' • 

~TUDENT B'UNDED 

The students of Catholic Central 
high initiated the fundi ng by providing 
$1, 100 raised during their annual mission 
week drive . Donations ranged from $1 to 
$150. Three l ocal levels of the Ontarian 
Eng lish Catholic Teachers' Association 
joined the stu ents, individuals and Ca
tholic rsroups of the city of London in 
cover ing all the trave lling expenses , 
room and board . What surplus was left 
was donated t o the Moo s onee ~t . Vincent 
de Paul Soc1ety wh ich VIas coincidentally 
establi s hed the day the group lef t Moo
s onee. 

The groups vo lunt ee r work ranged 
from the con s truction of a new home for 
an elderl~,: Indian couple, to asc-1sting 
with r ecreation programs which provided 
art s , crafts , baQeball , hikes , picnics , 
evening gym programs f or youth and adults 
and Saturday movies at the Mosoonee Edu
cat i on Centre . 

A new musical liturgical program was 
introduced and folk Masse c: abounded during 
the summer . The group fared w1thout TV 

and rad1o and provided their own enter
tainment in La Petite Maison which ecame 
their hou 0 e and headquarters . 

Dur i ng the party ' s northern stay , 
thre e s1de trips were made . 1~e one to 
Ogoki was the most valuab l e because it a 
all owed time f or a closer c omparison VTith 
Moo s onee espec1ally . 

What was the relati onship of the 
group to the f/l oo sonee Commun ity after 
seven weeks? "By the end of the seven 
weeks , we no l onger felt like strangers . 
Perhaps it ' s better to say that we were 
observing and beinFS observed." 

As a group they had the opportun i t y 
to obs erve the Indi an and white commun i 
ties there. The barrier of shyness among 
the Indian ch ildren was qu ickly removed, 
indeed more quickly than had been antici
pated . 'J.lh e adults, however, were a little 
less demonstrative and it took almost five 
weeks before they could dectect a friendly 
"Watchi a '' (hel l o). Our greatest disa
po i ntment was, beyond a doubt, our inabi
lity to break through t o the teeanger. 

"Would we and will we return? "Moo
s onee '70 cannot be repeated. But why 
not a Moosonee '71 or an Ogok i '71 or 
a Fort George '71? If a need can be 
made known and a desire encouraged there 
will be more y oung peop l e willing to .give 
up summer vacation s to enrich the i r lives 
by meeting fellow Canadians at their horne 
and returning to their families having 
grown beyond measure from June to ~eptem
ber and l onger. 

+ 



The cattle thief 
By Pauline Johnson 

Prophetic lament 

You have stolen my father's spirit, but his body I 
only claim. 

You have killed him, but you shall not dare to 
touch him now be's dead. 

You have cursed, and called him a Cattle Thief, 
though you robbed him first of bread

Robbed him and robbed my people-look there, at 
that shrunken face, 

Starved with a hollow hunger, we owe to you and 
your race. 

What have you left to us of land, what have you 
left of game, 

What have you brought but evil, ~d cutses liDce 
you came? 

How have you paid us for our game ? how paid us 
for our land ? 

By a booi, to save out souls _from the sins 101f 
brought in your other band: 

Go. back with your new religion, we never have 
undentood 

Your robbing an Indian's boJy, and mocking his 
soul with food. 

Go back with your new ·religion, and find-if find 
you can-

The honest man you have ever made from out a · 
_ Jlilmnr man. . 

You say your cattle are not ours, your meat is not 
our meat: 

When you pay for the land you/live iD, ••'U pay 
for the meat we eat. 

Give back our land and our country, .pve back our 
herds of game ; · 

Give back the furs and the forests that were ours 
before you came ; 

Give back the peace and the plenty. Thrn come 
~th your new belief, 

And blame, if you dare, the hunc~r that lrtnJe him to 
be a thief.'' · 

Page 13 

Boola Review 

New album of 
Eskimo tales 

~orne years ago the publishing firm 
with which I was then associated published 
a small volume of Eskimo poetry, written 
by Eskimos and i llustrated by the narrato~ 
It was called Anerca, and it was reviewed 
extreme l y well, sold well, and has become 
a genuine piece of Canadiana. 

Certainly there is no better way to 
get to know native peoples than to listen 
to their folklore, and to their story -
telling. 

In this book Elik Eskimos of the 
North-West Territories contribute seve
ral stories, and these are illustrated by 
an Eskimo artist, Mona Ohoveluk. 

Most of the stories were originally 
told by the Eskimos themselves, and like 
the stories in the Bible were relayed on 
to each generati on. Here some of them 
have been faithfully translated and illu
strated. One of them is about Alik Etef
fanson, son of the Arctic explorer and 
grandson of the greatest medecine man 
in Alaska. 

These stories give insights into the 
lives , customs, and beliefs of the Eskimo 
people. ~orne of thestories are vignettes 
about the original storytellers. In any 
case this book, boxed and a delightful 
production j ob, should make a wonderful 
gift for any occasion specially for some
one who is collecting genuine Canadiana. 

Mohawk Pauline Johnson, or Tekahi onwake as Elik & Other ftories. Translated by 
she called herself, has been called the voi- Herbert T. Schwartz. Illu~trated by Mona 
ce of Canada's Indians. When she died in Ohoveluk. (McClel l and & Stewart. $6.95). 
1913, she left behind a legacy of poetry, 
some lyric, some harsh, on her people and 
her country. Above is an excerpt from her 
poem, The Cattle '11hief, in which an angui
shed Indian women defends the body of her 
dead father from desecration by white set
tlers who had shot him fro stealing cattle. 
Her cry may still be valid today ••• 

HERE I AM. Virginia 0. Baron (ed.) 
Dutton, 1969 , 159 pp., index, !4.95. A 
charming anthology of poems written by 
young people from several minority groups. 
~everal are by Navajo, Aleut and Eskimo 
children . 
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Catechism adapted tor natives 

c:>ne cannot brine religious education 
Lo a people without understandine or even 
knowin~ something about their culture. 
Studying a people's culture is not enough; 
there is always the danger of divorcing 
certain values from the culture by try i ng 
to integrate them to Christianity. ~ince 

Christianity is a way of life, we must be 
careful in the way we bring it to a par
ticular culture. It must become part of 
the cu l ture and not superimposed or put
in-the-place-of a certain culture. 

The early missionaries brought Chris
tianity to the Indians b,y sharing their 
way of life . They lived and suffered Hith 
the people. They were among the Indians 
as one of them. 'rhey adapted many of the 
'days to the Indian culture before bringing 
Christianity to them. 

Indian reli gious beliefs must be res
pected, understood and appreciated for 
what t he,y really mean. Heligious societies 
such as the Horn Society on this Reserve 
shou ld be clearly understood before Chris
tianity is brought to the people. Attitu
des , customs, values and traditions must 
be taken into consideration. 

Parents must be encouraged to teach 
their children about their own culture 
and what it means to them. Cultural va
lues must be transmitted through parental 
teachings. Religi ous educatio~ f or the 
Indian people shoul d definitely come from 
the parents and from people of the same 
cultural background. Too many wh1te peop l e 
think they know the Indians and wha t to 
teach them , but how can they ever enter 

~ into their skin? "Only another Indian 
knows an Indian." A white man can never 
know what an Indian thinks. "You white 
missionaries bring us Chri"'tinanity but 
let us interpret it or adapt it according 
to our own cultural understandings." The 
responsibility ~~ the reli g ious educati on 
s hou ld real ly be handed back to the pco~ 

By ~. ister 

Jeannine Coulombe, SO~ , 

Resident Catechist, 

Blood Reserve, 

Cardston, Alberta. 

ple. But how do you ge t the parents and 
adults interested or responsible? 

\<That we are in need of are techniques 
and methods on how to teach religion to 
Indian children. The content of the pro
gram should be meaningful and interesting 
to them. The actual concern is really 
what and how do you teach to Indian chil
dren who are without any kind of religi
ous instruction in School or outside the 
School? 

The Come 'J:lo The F'ather program is at 
times very difficult to teach because of 
cultural differences that exist in the 
Indian people. e.g. - The Father - image 
is confusing. The need for much visual 

aid assistance - The story-method s o 
dear to them. 

We should be doing some serious thin
king about preparing deacons on the 
Reserves. They would be very necessary 
for a true understanding of the people. 
Ho·wever, they should be chosen and ap
proved by their own people before the 
Church authorities announce themselves 
about their choice. This possibility 
should be l ooked into as soon as possible. 
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Bosco Centre ... from page 5 

"One of the biggec-t problems faced 
by Indian and Meti c · groups is f i nancing, 
and flnancial aid is about the best way 
that non-Indian people can help us." 

Father Lavall~e further advised, 
"The challenge by the white society in 
trying to help the Indians and !VIetis is to 
hold back and not intervene, but at the sa
me time to allow the Indian and Metis peo
ple to make their own mistakes and yet 
support them, without abandoning them for 
their errors. 

"The non-Indian will have to substi
tute professional skill for amateur good
will . He'll have to submit himself to the 
half-sorrowful and half-joyful discipline 
of seeing the Indian and Metis people ma
ke mistakes and still grow up with them as 
partners for a just society." 

Failure by the dominant majority to 
respond, as Father Lavall ee has advised, 
undoubtedly will only prolong and, still 
worse, increase and intensify the various 
disasters described by one Indian who has 
suffered this destructive experience of 
urban rejection and alienation. 

He's the editor of the newsletter 
published by the Stony Mountain (Peniten
~iary) Native Brotherhood, and in a recent 
issue he wrote, "When the Indians leave 
these reservations, they are usual ly drawn 
to the big city by the misleading bright 
lights and excitment, the promise of jobs, 
perhaps by the example of friends and re
latives who have gone earlier. 

"They arrive, more often enough , to 
settle in the slum district, with its din
gy little restaurants and bars, it l one ly 
drifting crowds and its cheap prostitution. 
They face the condesc ~ndine pity, the con
temptuous disdain, or the apathy of m~ny a 
countryman. 

"Thi s life, most often, ends in frus
tration, confusion and self-pity, as the 
Indian is once again faced \vi th the deci-

sion of leaving his ho me or to continue 
l iving under the s e ·conditions. However, 
the Indi an does not have much cho ice but 
t o return to the reservation and create· 
an even greater pro blem . 

"The person is s o frustrated and re
sentful that alcohol seems to be the only 
escape from these overbearing problems. 
Thus, the homes of these individuals be
come more of a battleeround with ever-in 
creasing tension. 

"As the tension steadily increases, 
so does the drinking till finally ••• sui
cide s , murders, traffic accident s and free
zing to death by s ome l onely ditch. 

"At this point, they become a menace 
to themselves, to their friends, relatives 
and to society. So, the l aw has to pro
vide a place for them- prison." 

By my interpretation, the editor is, 
i n effect, expoundine what I originally 
contended in .a previous artic le - that 
the far e,-rreater "crimes" have been com
mitted b;y the indd.fferent and insensitive 
dominant majority. And the elimination 
of this senseless and inhumane "crimi nali
ty " is the re sponsibility of all of us. 

L. 1.0 tl. ~mlle !f'l eury, Jl!la ln"Lenance; t;llii 
Richard, Metis Federation F'ield Organizer; 
Norval Desjarlais, Vice-Pres. M.M.F. Wpg. 
region; Edith Reidel, Social Worker, Chil
dren's Aid Society; Ralph McDougall, Metis 
Field Organizer; Gertrude Flett, Secretary; 
J os. Breland and Albert Houle, F'ield Orga
nizers; Bill Coble, Social Worker, Children 
Aid Society. 

See PERSONNEL, p. 16 
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I Bosco Centre Personnel 
'The Boc- co taff is unde r 

o f l•'athe r 1u,y Lavall 'e , Of,~ I , 

Fat her Antonio Lace le , OMI . 

the direct1on 
~· 1ste y 

'rhe Winni pe . egi onal offi ce of the . a
nitoba Me tic- Fede rat1on is directed by Mr . 
Norval De Jarl 1 an 1s located at the 
Bo~co Centre . Secretary i r iss Gertru e 
Fl ett . 

The Bosco ~taff consists of two compe
tent ~ocial worker c- fr om the Children's Aid 
~ oc i e ty of \</1nni eR' ; they are Bill Coble 
and M1c- E 1th Riedel . 

Two Commun1ty eve l opment officers of 
the r~ani to a Ind1 an Brotherhoo are Mr . 
Lawrence Morr1s se au and Mis s Lesl ie Sharpe ; 
three ~ oci al animators of the Mani toba In
dlan Brotherhood : Mr • Betty Spence , M1ss 
Cec 1. ia York an r r . Leonard f\ cKay ; all 
have off i c e pace a t the Bosco Centre . 

The r anita a Me t1s Federation field 
organizer working f rom the t . John Bosco 
Centre are ~essrs. Ralph McDougal , Joe 
Bre l an and All an Dumas . 

]•'rom January 6th to the 2~nd , twenty 
'rre 3.ty In· i anc· of Gr eater Wi nnipeg fo l 
l owe a Social animation session daily fr om 
. a . m. to 4 p. m., covering a w1de range of 
·u j ects : 'l]coholl rn , we lf re , empl oyment , 

education , etc . 
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Trains teachers from p. 9 

'1' he cour e and the r esource s centre 
have been har hit b.Y u t:Jetary cuts an 

ck 0 funj c• ' n l•'a ther Hen au conce e 
that re ati onc:: bet\e,n hi ·eople n the 
c:: c:kalchewan "overnmen t 'have et ,ri o:tat e 

Canad1an I ndian an Meti h ve been 
promi e a ecent ducat1 onal system by 
c- ucce sive federa l and provinc1al overn
ments for more t han a centur,Y . It ' s one 
of many promi es that haven ' t been kept . 

The church- operated schoo ls in the 
first half of the cen tury were a ismal 
failu re . Indian affair it c:: e lf c- aid in 
a rief submitted this year to the Sena
te pover t y c omm1 t tee hearings : " ~1i ' s i o
nar iec- provided a modicum of ervices ut 
their 'noble ' ~av ,e phil o ophy effecti
vely 1nsulated the Indians from th main
c-t r eam of s oc lety ." 

The e partmen t did not fare much bet
ter . In the same br i ef it said of Indi
an education until after the Second Wor ld 
War : Sch oo l~ and hostel s f or Indian 
ch1ldren were established but cant 
attenti on was paid t o developin a 
curriculum ::> eared to either t heir l angua
ge difficultie or oc iolog ical nee " •" • 

II . 

(The Can dian He ister ) 
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