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Bonanza For Northern Manitoba 
The $100 million forestry products 

plant in The Pas wiU likely be only 
the beginning of more large.scale 
industrial developments In Manitoba, 
Premier Duff Roblin said last 
month. 

"We're just beginning. folks," the 
premier beamed at a press confer
ence held his first morning back 
from a flying trip to Switzerland, 
New York and Toronto. 

Mr. Roblin said he discussed the 
possibilities of more developments 
in Manitoba with other firms in both 
New York and Toronto, on his way 
to close the pulp mill deal In Zur1ch. 

"The Nelson River project will 
tr igger other projects," said the 
premier, "We will be hearing more 
soon." 

Five weeks earlier, Mr, Roblin 
announced that the province Is go
ing ahead with the first stage of 
developing the Nelson R iver for 
hydro-electric power. 

The undertaking. Including part of 

Indians To 
Get Break 

The pulp and paper complex to 
be built in northern Manitoba may 
be the key which unlocks the door 
to the benefits of the 20th century 
for a large segment of the province's 
Indian and Metis citizens. 

" We rejoice at the opportunilies 
being g iven to the people of IndIan 
descent," Welfare Minister J. B. Car· 
roll said. 

The government is particularly 
pleased about the job prospects be
cause no group of people in Mani
toba is "more under-employed" at 
present, ~"lr. Carroll said. 

In northern Manitoba this under
em ployment resulted from a rapid
ly increasing population and the fact 
that the resources, on which they 
wel'e dependent. were not increas ing 
at the same rate. 

There are some 15,000 Indian and 
Metis citizens living in the 40,000-
square·mlie area in which CUlling 
rights have been reserved for the 
developer, Monoca A.G., a Swiss cor· 
poration. 

These people would be given 
every opportunity to participate In 
the new industry and the provincial 
government would make provision 
for their t raining. 

The government was assuming 
that each person of Indian descent 
employed would have approximalely 
four dependants. Approximately half 
of the ultimate number or workers 
could be Indians and Metis. 

There was also potential employ· 
men t fol' treaty Indians as weU, the 
minister said. 

the flow o[ the Churchlll River, 
building a generating station at 
KeHle Rapids and the construction 
of a transmission line to Winnipeg, 
will cost more than $300 mill ion. 

While discussing further new 
developmen ts only in generalities, 
Mr. Roblin hinted that another paper 
mill might soon locate in Mani toba. 
"We have other forests," he said. 

The forest industry is to be devel· 
oped by a European company, Mono· 
ca A.G. of St. Moritz, Switzerland, 

Centred around a pulp a nd saw 
mill complex at The Pas, the com
pany will have cutting rights t.o a 
<lO,O()()..square·mile area north of the 
53rd parallel along the Nelson River 
and north of the Hudson Bay Rail· 
way, 

Investment for the initial stages 
of the project are in the neighbor. 
hood of $<15 million. 

Initially, said Commerce Minister 
Gurney Evans, several hundred con
struction jobs will be provided in 
building the facilities a t Arnot and 
The Pas. As the project develops, 
permanent employment will grow to 
1,000 jobs direcUy connected with 
the operations and a nother 1,000 in 
subsidiary roles. 

Half of the direct jobs will be In 
T he Pas. The rest will be in Church
ill and Arnot, and scattered through· 
out the forested a reas or the north· 
ern p<'lrt of the province. 

"~~ulJ development of the project 
will provide 4,000 direct and indirect 
jobs," Mr. Evans said. 

The minister said that the devel· 
opment, as well as probably doubllng 
the population ot The Pas, will be 
of immense benefit to Churchill and 
o the I' communities In Northern 
Manitoba. 

He said the cordwood from the 
debarking operation at Arnot would 
be shipped through the port at 

Chu l'chill and it is pl'obuble that 
much or the paper will be exported 
in the same way. 

Steps have been taken to protect 
the righ ts of timber cutters cur
rently operating within the bound· 
aries of the area assigned to Monoca. 
Not only will they be a ble to fulfil 
their present leases, but a rrange
ments have been made for them to 
double the s ize of their tracts if de
si red. 

The province will also embark on 
an accelerated l'Oad building pl"O
g ram in the nOl1h. Projected plans 
include w in ter truck roads from \-Va· 
bowden a nd Thicket Portage to Lake 
Si piwesk, and from Thicket Portage 
to the Thompson Highway and Wa· 
bowden to Cross Lake. 

CI"ief Sees 
Nelv .Iob.s 

News o[ Manitoba's new $1 00 
million forestry development com· 
plex was greeted jubilantly, last 
month, by civic oflicials a nd busi. 
nessmen th roughout Manitoba. 

Chief Bignell, head of the Mani· 
toba regional advisory Indian coun· 
cil, said, "We always lived in hopes 
that some day there wou ld be jobs 
for all - jobs to enable to people of 
my band to earn a good living and 
take their place besidc their white 
brothers. Now the day has come." 

PromiSing the co-operation of his 
people to take fullest advantage of 
the opportunity presented by the 
industry, Chief Bignell wen l on to 
say: ''The band council, the advisory 
council and the people of my band 
will all s tl'ive to acquit'c the skills 
that will enable them to [Ill the jobs 
this industl'y will create. We arc a ll 
sincerely grateful " 

Education, Too, Has A Role 
One important aspect of the es· 

tablishment of a major integrated 
fOI'Cst industry in northern Manitoba 
lies in the extensive training many 
northern Manitobans _ including 
Indians and Metts _ will reccive. 

Many o f thc operations that are 
planned must be carried out by skill· 
cd people. T raining facilities will be 
provided for the teaching of the ne
cessary skills, with the Northern 
Manitoba Vocational Centre at The 
Pas playing a major role. 

Special attention will be given to 
employment of local people. The in· 
dustry oriel's Indians and Metis ex· 
cellent employment oPPol·tunities in 
all phases _ CUlling and fonvarding, 
wa tel' u'ansportation, debarking, 

sawmiJllng. loading and in the mills. 

About one·half of the total ulti · 
mate number of workers could be 
Indians and ]I,·fetis. Extensive train· 
ing will be necessary, but the e ntire 
new project is based on a renewable 
resource which should provide em· 
ploy men t Into the foreseeable 
future. 

In a leI tel' to PI'Cmier Roblin, DI'. 
Oskar Reiser of Monoca A.G. said: 
';We attach special attention to the 
employmen t of local people and ap· 
preciate, therefore, your intentions 
or establishing appl'Opriate schooling 
and traini ng facilities at the North· 
ern Manitoba Vocational Centre at 
The Pas." 
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Cree Employ " Share" Approach 

In Poverty Or Plenty 
By Reve rend Leon Leva sse ur 

Environment and resulting pattern o( thought and behavior are 
vel'y closely correlated. City dwellers usually make poor fa rmer s, people 
living in the Alps, poor sailors, and sea·shore residents, clumsy moun· 
tain climbers. And we could logically conclude, as we have in the last 
ar ticle. that isolatjon and small number a t least partly explain why 
the old Indian way o( lUe in Northern Manitoba and Saskatchewan was 
not the least Interested in measuring time, distance, liquids, weights, 
et cetera 

The best insurance policy in their struggle for the survival of the 
group and i ts parts, was all centered on the central value o( SHARING. 

This is possibly why the teacher's brother, a grade 7 lad who had 
come to reside at God's Lake for the academ ic year, was told by his 
Indian pal to knock only at the doors of the mission, the Hudson Bay 
manager's residence, and other "while men's" houses. Truly no one 
can be accused of trespassing when everything belongs to every body, 
at least within the boundaries of a natural collectivity. 

: 

Should one be fortunate enough in the hunt, the question of who 
should benefit f rom this good fortune does not arise: all who are near 
enough to share, do so. Sharing is beUer than a deepfl'eC7.e. In this 
custom was assured the survival of the whole group. All eat well in 
time oi plenty for one; every member of the band tightens his belt in 
time o( Iamine lor aU. 

In this context, it can be seen that our concept of "borrowing. 
lending" would have a somewhat different Interpretation than In our 
culture, so enmeshed In precision of meas urement. Thoug h much of 
our borrowing between friends results in eventual non· payment due to 
carelessness and warped social habits, not so in the old Indian way 
of life. 

Borrowing anything to be returned tomorrow, "wa paki," really 
and truly means, "when the lender has more nC<!<i of It than I, the 
borrowel·." 

The following incident which took place on the Church ill train, well 
lUustrates this point. The missionary·priest on his way from The Pas 
to Wabowden was eating a sandwich for lunch, when an Indian came 
and handed him five dollars. 

" Father, go and have a good meal in the diner. After all you did 
let me have Jive dolla rs 22 years ago." Obviously, the p l'lest was in a 
g reater need now. And so the one who had, shared with the onc who 
had not. 

In Ihls pattern or sharing, the beller provider enjoyed the g reater 
prestige; and naturally, the best provider was implicitly the accepted 
leader, or chic!. The act of receiving in itself accorded the giver the 
honor due to h is superior ability. Even today, the welfare worker, as a 
dis penser of social aid, is often, In the mind of the receiver, being 
accorded that honor. 

He Is tacitly being reeognized as functioning in the role of "chief"; 
there is absent that connotation of "charity" or "do·gooder versus under. 
privileged" shame on the part of the receiver. 

The donor's role Is both an honor and a duty ; he is amply repaid 
in social recognition. Why should he fuss and get angry with all kinds 
of regulations, If his role is to "SHARE" the commonwealth and g ive a 
chance to the rich to exercise the stewardship with which they have 
been endowed by divine Providence? 

Is there not greater joy to g ive Ihan to receive? . . , ............. .. ............................ ........ , ................. .... .. ... , .. . 
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Book Reviews 

Father Coutu re 

A Life Of 
Fr. Couture 
In English 

A name well-remembered by Sud· 
bm'ians, we should imagine is that 
oC Rev. J . M. Couture, SJ, known 
as the Flying Priest. 

Allhough he died in ]949, this be
loved apostle or the OJ lbwa has not 
been forgotten, and the life of Father 
Couture has recently been printed 
in an English volume entitled 
"Afloat and Aloft." 

Father Couture minis tered to In· 
dians from Wikwemikong of Mani· 
toulin Island Into the far wilds of 
Northern Ontario. The Indians called 
him Neend Amiskang, which means 
'He·Whose·Comlng - One-LIkeS-To· 
S&:!'. It becomes obvious that this 
brave and humanitarian priest was 
on a par w ith heroic figures of Mar· 
tyrs in the early histol'y of Canada. 

In "Afloat and Aloft," we read o( 
the forest fire, of encounters with 
the animals of the Arctic and Sui). 
Arctic country, much about the ter
rain, the life and setling o[ the mis
s ions or the Hudson's Bay Pos ts. 

This is a book with a deeply mov
ing relig ious background. but it is 
also a talc of h igh adventurc. 

-Catholic Indian New. 

* DOcrOR, LAWYER, MERCHANT, 
CHlEF. T. D. Allen. Westminster, 
]965, $3.50. An historical novel about 
John l\lcLaughlln, Chief Factor oC 
the Hudson's Bay Company. 

* TIME OF THE TOMAHAWK. Robt. 
E. Altc l" Putnam, ]964, teen·age, 
$3.50. An exciting story of a white 
boy, adopted by the Abenaki, and 
his adventures during the time or 
the Pontiac Conspiracy. 

_Amerindian 



APR i l 1966 

Indion fo rmers from 

. ese .V IIs t h roughout 

Manitoba atte nded 01 

th ree-doy confe rcnce 

on agr iculture ond 

rCSO u rC e developmen t 

at Winnipeg in 

Mo rch . l e ft to .ight 

are Ch ief Angus Swan_ 

l ake Manitoba Bond, 

Voga.; T homos Coch. 

,one, Peg,,;s Reserve, 

Hodgson, and Ray

mond Swon and law_ 

renC e Mouseou, both 

of Voga •. 

INDIAN RECORD 

Trust Needed For Progress 
Government and business people 

must learn to place more confidence 
in the Indian if the Indians arc 10 
pl'ogress, a former chief of lhe Uttle 
Saskatchewan Band of Gypsumville 
said in Winnipeg last month. 

Norman Sindall", chalnnan of the 
three · day Indian Ag riculture and 
ResoUl'Ce Development Conference, 
said in an interview tha t govern
ments and businessmen must let Ihe 
Indians handle theil' own pl'oblems, 

He said in many instances h Ighly, 
paid outside l's a rc brought to reo 
serve to do jobs the Indians could 
do themselves, 

"As long as this cont inues Indians 
will be a t a standstill," the fOl'me l' 
chief said, "Anything that pertains 
to business seems to be taken from 
us, How can we leal'n to run our 
own affairs that way?" 

i\'lr, Sinclair said a shortage of 
ca pital available to Indians was the 
biggest l)roblem they faced in devel, 
oping farms on theil' reserves, 

LOANS 
"There arc many 

would like to stay on 
people who 
the reserves 

a nd farm but they can't get the 
capital to get s tartcd," 

jl,lr, Sinclair called for increased 
loans to Indians for developing the 
n~scrves. 

"FOOling a round with loans of 
$1,000 and 53,000 is n 't enough. It 
takes at least $10,000 to get any SOl"t 
of a farm started." 

He emphasized that the money 
must be loans, not handouts, 

" Ha ndouts aren' t the a nswer." 
He said the prescnt $1 mIllion reo 

volvi ng fund ava iJable to Canadian 
Indians was not sufficient. He felt 
Increased long,tenn loans should be 
made available to Indians, repayable 
OVN a 2O·year period. 

'1'00 S;\lAU .• 
Mr. Sinclair also said some o[ the 

reserves were too small. "Even if 
ail the land was ut ilized they 
couldn't maintain a healthy fU I'ming 
community," 

He said the government has been 
telling Indlans to use the land they 
have and then the size would be 
extended. "Bu t how are you goi ng 
to usc the land when you have 

Page 5 

- Ex-Chief 
nothing to s tart with ?" 

Mr. S inclair felt Indian delega, 
tions and organizations were " push, 
ed aside" in some government 
circles. 

He cited as an example an appeal 
to Manitoba Mines and Natural Re· 
sources Ministe l' S te rling Lyon. 

"We wrote to him n,Ir, Lyon ) last 
winter and st iU haven't received a 
reply:' 

FISHING 

The letter asked the government 
to consider changing fishing regu, 
lations In Sturgeon Bay where the 
Indians are competing with commer, 
cia l lishing ente r prIses us ing mOl'e 
and better equipment. 

Commercial boats have the right 
to fish on any part of the lake, but 
the Ind lans a re res tricetd to a 12, 
mile shoreline on S turgeon Bay. 

T he regulations call for fi ve,inch 
mesh nets which are used by the 
commercial enterprises. The lndlans 
normally used 'Hl.,inch nets, fi shi ng 
for pickerel rather than whitefish. 

-Continued on Page 13 
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Prospect Of Indian Pressure Welcomed 
Speaking at an Indian Community 

and Economic Conference in Edmon· 
ton. at the end of January, a federal 
ofllclal welcomed the PI'OSpect or 
some Indian pressure on the pro· 
vincial government. 

Up to now, said R. O. Ragan, 
regional d irector of lndian a1fairs 
for Alberta, Indians have been pres· 
su ring the federal government for 
needed services. 

Why don't Indians, as citizens of 
Alberta, "stand on thei r hind fC!et 
and dema nd that the province do 
something fo r them?" he asked. 

AOUf:f:l\mNT STALLE D 
He wa r ned that prcSSUl'C on the 

pl'ovincial government might be 
necessary to rescue the federa l·pro· 
v i n e I a I comm unity development 
agreemenL 

The province has already s igned 
this proposal but it is still awaiting 
the federal s ignature. 

Federal au thorities might be reo 
luctant to sign this agreement be· 
cause the province has refused to 
go along w ith a joint welfare agree· 
ment wh Ich was proposed at the 
same time as the comm unity devel· 
opment agreement, Mr. Ragan said. 

CALL FOR S IGNL'\"G 
Delegates to the Conference ap· 

proved a resolution calling for im· 
mediate s igning of the agreement 
which provides for fede ral· provincial 
s haring or costs for sending com· 
munity development officers to I n· 
dian and Metis communities. 

Delegates talked out a resolution 
calling for fu ll liq uor privileges for 
all Albel·ta Indians. 

The l"('solution was w ithdrawn 
a fter some delega tes said the ini· 
tiatlve In granting liquor pl"ivileges 
should be left to either the provincial 
government, who took the pl'ivlleges 
away, or local bands. 

O'I' IIEU RESOLUT IONS 
Some o f the other resolutions 

approved called for : 
• An accelerated fede ral adult edu· 
cation for Indians. 
• Federal·provincial assistance for 
senior citizens' homes lor Indians 
a nd Metis. 
• More meetings between Indians 

and the provincial government to 
discuss extension ol p rovincial servo 
ic"('s 1.0 Indians. 
• Increased Alberta representation 
on the national Indian advisory coun· 
cil. The prairie provinces now have 
two repl"esentatives each. compared 
to fou r each lor British Columbia 
a nd Ontario. 

Indian Workmen To Tackle 
More Construction In Manitoba 

Construction projects In the north, 
fl'om now on, wilJ be able to take 
advantage of new skills being ac· 
qui red by lndlan workmen. 

At remote Garden Hill, a t Norway 
House, and elsewhere, hammers, 
saws and other equipment will be 
manned by Indian workmen current· 
ly e nrolled in basic ca rpentry and 
construction classes a t va rio u s 
poinls, and who will start oU by 
building t he i row n community 
houses and schools. 

Hon. George Johnson, minister ol 
education, reports tha t fOU l' such 
classes have been under way since 
mid·January at Garden Hill and Ste. 
T herese Point on Island Lake, at 
Oxford House and God's Narrows. 

Six more classes were launched in 
early i\'lareh at Cross Lake, Nor-yay 
House, Sandy Bay, Roseau River. 
The Pas, and Fort Alexander. Four 
mOl"e will be under way before 
March 15 at Berens River, Broken· 
head, Waywayseeeappo and Oak 
River. 

All of the J4 courses, with aboU I 
200 men enrolled, arc sponsored by 
t he vocational branch of the Mani· 
toba dep31·tment of educa tion and 
a re being held on Ind ian reservations 
with the full SU Pl)Ort and co·opera· 

l ion o[ the federal governmen t 
I nd ian Affairs Branch. 

At the sa me time, the province is 
sponSOI'i ng 11 upgrading classes in 
Isolated communities on reserves. 
These courses a l"(' prepa l'ing abou t 
] 65 Indian men and women for f ll' 
ture trade courses at the i\taniloba 
Institute of Technology and other 
vocational centres. 

D •. Ke ll y Dies 

B.C. Indians 
Lose Leader 

The death, March 2, of Dr. Peter 
R. Kelly, long·tlme leader of British 
Columbia's I ndian people, was des· 
cribed by Native Brotherhood Presl· 
dent, Guy R. Williams, as "a deep 
pel"Sonal loss as well as a great loss 
to the organization a nd the Indian 
people ot Bri tish Columbia." 

Dr. Kelly joined the Native Bro
therhood in 1937, four years after It 
was for med , and from thai lime 
served as chai rman of its legisla tive 
committee. 

Born at Skidcgate on the Queen 
Charlotte Islands, Dr. Kelly was a 
fu ll·blooded Haida. 

Telephone Beats Isolation 
The loss of Dr. Kelly leaves the 

Native Brotherhood with an unfor· 
tunate situation, said Guy Williams, 
since it can no longer call on Dr. 
Kelly's s tore of Information and 
ex perience l or counsel . 

It was a happy event for Ch ief 
Leona l"d Monague a nd the Ojibways 
of Beausoleil Band on Christian 
Is land In the Georgian Bay last De· 
cembel' when he used the newly· 
ins ta lled direct· dialing telephone 
system to calJ the Indian Affairs 
Branch in Ottawa. 

The call marked the end of semi· 
isolation for the island in winter 
and the beginning of a regular pub
lic telephone service. 

Jules D'Astous, Director of Ad· 
ministl'8tlon, accepted the call in the 

Don't de llll Y in ren_inll Yillur 
IIIbx riptililn till the I N D I A N 
RECORD whe n YIll U renin your 
bill. 

Send ONE Dolla r ta INDIAN 
RECORD, Scott Bldg., 272 Main 
St., Winnipeg, Manitoba . 

absence o [ Robert F. Battle, Assist· 
ant Deputy Min ister (I n d ian Af· 
fairs). 

In congratulating the chief and 
h is band on their achievement, Mr. 
D'Astous reminded Chief Monague 
of the old days, when emergency 
trips had to be made aCl"Oss the ice 
_ a da ngerous proceeding in late 
fall and early spl·i ng. 

"You will recall that some years 
ago our agency s uperintendent al· 
most drowned on such an emergency 
t rip when he wen t through the ice 
with the h orse, s leigh and every· 
thing," he said. 

The new telephone service is 
linked to the mainla nd by means of 
a com plex telewave system which 
uses a 2()().foot mast. On opening 
day 55 band membcrs had their own 
telephones and 12 others had applied 
for them. 

"We wiIJ leel his loss most keenly 
because, a mong Indian leaders, no· 
one commanded as much rcspect 
not on ly among his own people but 
among repl'esentatives of govcrn· 
ment as well." Mr. Williams said. 

Executive Meets 
T he Ontario Division of the Catho

lic Indian Leag ue w ill hold Its exe· 
cutive meeting April 14 a t the Not l"e 
Dame Parish Hall in Kenora. 

Items on the agenda to be dis· 
cussed by execu tive members in· 
clude Ihe choosing of a date a nd 
place for the coming annual Con· 
ference, selecting of topics for the 
Conference and the scheduling of 
speakers 101' the Conference. 

'; 
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Copper Eskimos 
Exhibit Art 

Anothe r hkimo communi ty in Canada is gain ing recog ni 

tion for it t primit ive art . The Capper hkimOJ at Holman, 

1,200 miles north of Edmonton , produce vivid prints of hkima 

life by pressing rice pa pe r Over inked drowings cut in limestone. 

This is The Sled by Victor Ekoalak. The hkimos ... e re taught 

print making by an Oblate missionary, Rev. Hen. i Tardy. 

By ANN R UEBO'I"I'OM 

A tiny Eskimo community is gain. 
ing recognit ion fo r a small bu t Im
I>ortant collection ot graphic art. 

Copies or 35 di!ferent prints by a 
group of five a r tists at Holman, on 
Victoria Island. are currently being 
exhibited in galleries across Canada, 
aller a successful open ing at the 
New Brunswick Museum In Saint 
John. N.B. 

The live artists are members of 
a group known as Copper Eskimos 
because they fashion their tools and 
weapons from native copper. 

Theil' Isolated community ol 125 
persons 1,200 miles north or Edmon· 
ton has been changed lit tle by con· 
tact with the outside world. Their 
work shows a minimum of the 
white man's influence. 

In their precise draftsmanship, the 
black and white prints depict the 
violent struggle to live in a harsh 
land. The artists portray what they 
know best: birds. bear fights, hunt
ing expedilions and preparation of 
skins. 

Their work is more primitive than 
that of the more sophisticated Dol" 
set Eskimo artists in the eastern 
Arctic w ho have been known lor 
some time for their soapstone sculp
tures and more complex designs. 

MOST l~nOLlFJC 

Among the Holman artis ts, Helen 
Kalvak is the most prolifiC. 1·lel· 
drawings are full of frightening 
dreams, haunting legends and rituals 
wh ich she remembers as a shaman 

(witch doctor ) before her conversion 
10 Chris t ianity 20 years ago. Per
haps the most evocative of these Is 
Mosquito Dream, in which a help
less man is being devoured by 
ferocious, larger· than - life· S17.e In· 
sects. 

Victor Ekootak's Legend of the 
Bear·Hunting Dogs Is based on the 
tale or a man who had told a h unter 
where to find bears. The hunter a nd 
his dogs fou nd no bears, and the 
dogs returned to attack the liar. 

Jimmy Memorana. a lso a hunter. 
often depicts unfriendly bears, and 
even now is haunted by a meeting 
with olle when his rifle jammed. 
Harry 19 utak's Caribou Hunt from 
Kayak conveys a sense or motion 
with a few sta rkly simple lines. WIl· 
lIam Kagyoon, whOS(! main theme is 
the hunt, learned his art during a 
lO·year stay In hospital. 

Success has not come easily to the 
Holman artists. 

They were ta ught print-making 
by Rev. Henri Tardy, who came 
from Viviers, France, to the settle
ments as an Oblate m issionary In 
1939. Noticing the artistic talent in 
his people, he cajoled and even 
bribed them to draw. In 1961, he 
asked the northern artalrs depart· 
ment to help form the Holman Eskl· 
mo Co-operative to retail the output. 

Some slone·eut prints were sub
mitted to Ottawa_ A group of art 
exper ts decided they were promis
ing. but lacked or iginality. But their 
potential prompted the department 
to send Barry CoombeI', a graduate 
ol the On tario College of Art. to the 

community in 1963 as a technical 
adviser. 

ENCOUUAGEi\U: NT 
He encouraged the Eskimo a rtists 

to draw according to their natural 
Inclinations, r ather than what they 
thought was expected of them. F ind
ing a limestone deposit 60 miles 
away, the 25-year-old Coo m b e r 
helped them develop a new printing 
technique. 

Blocks 01 limestone arc cut to a 
thickness of three feet, then tiled 
fl a t. The preliminary drawing is 
then carved into the sort. s tone with 
a sha rp instrument, and the raised 
pari inked. Rice paper Is pressed on 
this with the fingers until the Ink 
Is absorbed. 

The resul t is the 35 prints now on 
sale for 515 to $30 apiece across the 
co u n try. The depar tment hears 
things al'e going well. 

Fifteen to 40 copies of each p l'inl 
were made from each limestone 
block bcrOI'e it was destroyed. 

A department oHicial said the 
number or prints isn't limited for 
fen r of fl ooding the market, but be
cause the a r tists stop work when
ever thcy become bored. It Is felt 
the estimated 8.1 0,000 the co·oper· 
atlve will obtain f rom sales, how· 
ever, wlU soon teach them that more 
pri nts mcan more income, and per· 
haps SPU I' production. 

But there is no expectation that 
the activity will continue indefi nite· 
ly. The f ive artists a rc all 40 or older 
and word in Ottawa is that none ot 
the younger peol)]e at Holman seem 
interested. 

, 
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Famed Native Woodcarver Dies 
Ellen Neel, a leading authority on 

Indian carving, has died. 
Mrs. Neel, 49, or Vancouver, B.C., 

died February 3 after an illness of 
two years. 

Mrs. Neel was one of the few 
B.C. Indians to take up the art or 
Indian carving and became inter· 
nationally known for her craft. 

Many pieces of her work are dis· 
1)layed in museums in Eng land, Den· 
mark, France, Russia and South 
Africa. She had carved special 
works for Queen Elizabeth and 
comedian Bob Hope. 

One of her hand·carved totem 
poles s UIl s tands on a hill in Korea, 
I)iace<i there in 1952 by Canadian 
sc lvicemen. 

Guy Williams, president or the 
Nat ive Brotherhood in Vancouver, 
said Mrs. Neel is credi ted with help. 
ing to revive the ancient Indian art 
of hand·carving in the mld·1930s. 

A member or the Niml)kish tribe 
of the KwakiuU g l'ou]> ncar Alert 
Bay, Mrs. Neel moved to Vancouver 
about 30 years ago. 

She began carving commercially 
in 1937 after learning the art from 
her g randfather, Charlie James, and 
her uncle, Mungo Martin. Both men 
achieved fame for their carving 
skill. 

Mrs. Neel taug ht the art to her 
husband, Ted, a nd her s ix children. 
One son, 25·year·old Ted Jr .. Is carry' 
ing on her tradition and carving 

Art Exhibit Plannecl 
The National Indian Council un· 

der the direction of Noel Wuttunee 
is presently working on the second 
National Art ExhibiUon, which is 
being collected Cor a tour this sum· 
mer and also for dis play in various 
regions until the end of 1967. 

Mr. N. Wultunee, of Winnipeg, hap· 
plly explained that the N IC's first 
Art Exhibit was a huge success be· 
ca use so many Indian people had a 
chance to view it, A few of the 
places where the paintings were 
displayed are: Sault Ste. Marie, 
Wikwemlkong, Toronto, R eg i na , 
the Maritimes, Brandon, Edmonton, 

No Square 
Il)' ,l a m C"S Doyle 

i ll Canad ia n Registe r 

Deal 

The Canadian I ndlan and Eskimo 
do not 5(!(!m to be getting a square 
deal undel' the law, according to 
Gene Rheaume, director of "Indians 
and the Law," a federally·backed 
s tudy to determ ine if Indians are, 
in fact, second·c1ass citizens In deal· 
ings with the law, 

" J'AR OLE doesn' t actually exist 
for the Canadian Indian," said the 
soft·spoken forme I' MP Cor the 
Northwest Territories. Citing an 
example of the unfairness of the 
law in Canada as exists today he 
said that llil l"Ole is given to the while 
man who Is able to produce evidence 
of the ability to be gainfully em· 
ployed and able to make himself 
available to the periodic supervision 
of a parole officer. 

'"How could an Indian going back 
to a remote resel've and, perhaps, 
tl"al)ping for a living, be subject to 
a parole officer?" he asked. "All the 

and at the Trappers' Festival at The 
Pas. 

The paintings are presently on 
their way back to Winnipeg whel"C 
they will be dls·assembled and each 
one sent back to its owner with an 
invitation for each artist to resub· 
mit an art work for the second 
Exhibil. 

Mr, Wultunee has indicated that 
he would like to have each painting 
framed by the artist if possible. He 
is also s uggesting that the s izes be 
kept down to about 18 x 21 size. Mr. 
Wuttunee resides at 1181 Portage 
Avenue In Winnipeg. 

- NIC News BulleHn 

For Indians -
reports we have seem to indicate 
that Indians have special problems 
with the law. We intend to take a 
look at them." 

The s tudy is under the auspices of 
the Canadian Correction Association, 
11 division of the Canadian Welfare 
Counci l, and is financially backed 
by the federal Indian Affairs Branch 
and volun teer welfare age n c i e s 
across the country. 

Mr. Rheaume noted that, "we 
have no reliable s tatistical data on 
the Indian and Eskimo." He has set 
a target date of about one year to 
com pile this necessal'y data. "We 
will have about 11 dozen people en, 
gaged In the project and we will 
work in 10 or 11 a reas correspond· 
ing roughly to provincial divisions. 
It will be a national sampling of the 
1)J"Oblems of the Indians but natu· 
rally we cannot visit the 2,200 reser, 
vations In Canada." The st udy will 
also include wOl'k among the Eskl· 
mos and Indians of the Northeast 

commercially. 
Mrs. Nee! is s urvived by her hus· 

band, Ted, and [lve children, Biddy, 
Theo, Ted, Bob and Cora, all or 
Vancouver. 

Tipi Style 

For Expo 
The Indian AfCalrs Branch in 

Ottawa, under the direction of Joe 
Pawadiuk, will altempt to have the 
Jndia ns of Canada represented at 
the World's Fair in Montreal in 
1967. Plans are to erect a Pavilion 
of tlpi design on St. Helen's Is, 
land, depicting the life of the In· 
dians. The Pavilion will be stalled 
with hostesses of Indian origin and 
will feature many forms of handi, 
crafts and Indian dancing. 

The training of some 22 Indian 
girls is planned although only 12 
girls will be hired. T he g irls, who 
will t rain in Montreal beginning this 
month, will take two language 
COUf"S(!S as well as take in such 
activities as theatre, ballet, concerts 
and sporting events. 

Mr. Andrew Delisle of Caughna. 
waga has j us t been appointed Com· 
missioner General of the I ndian 
PavUion at Expo. 

----

Rheaume 
Territories and the Yukon. 

He lauded s pecial projects in 
progress among Indians in peniten· 
tial'ies and other places o( detention. 
"Are these experiments working?" 
he asks, " these are the things we 
have to find out. How a rc our In· 
dians being handled In court? It 
could be that we wiII lind that the 
Indian doesn't have a lawyer repre· 
senting him in court. Does he know 
of the facilities available to him ? 
Are the facilities available to him?" 
These are the questions that The 
Indian and the Law study workers 
expect to answer. 

Commenting on the new project to 
bring justice to the Indian, Real 
Jubinville, an executive or the Cana· 
dian Corrections Association, said 
"There is widespread opinion that 
what is good fo r the white man is 
good for everyone - this may not 
be so - the treatment of the Indian 
before the law may not be satls, 
factory." 
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A Cause For A lar ... 

An Indian mother of five children, 
ailing and under medical care, sup· 
poI'ls herscll and three of her chil· 
dren with some city welfare aid and 
by doing part· time housework. But 
she has hope for the Toronto In· 
dians, she told The Register, It 
recommendations of a newly·com· 
pleted survey of Indian families liv· 
Ing in the ci ty are acted upon. 

Mrs. Loretta Pot hier , w ho left the 
reserve on Manitoulin Island In 1938, 
married a white man and settled In 
Toronto said, "1 would go back to 
the reserve II my parents were still 
living, though I mix with both 
wh ites and I mllans here and get 
a long well with everybody." Her 
husband neithe r helps to su pport nor 
Jives with the fam ily. 

T he plight of Indian families Jiv· 
ing in downtown Toronto's dilapl· 
dated housing will come under study 
by representatives of the federal 
Depart ment or Citizenship and 1m· 
migration and t he Ontario Depart· 
ment of Welfare at a meeting slated 
here for Feb. 18, aceording to Helen 
S utcliffe, executive director of Cen· 
tral Neighbor hood House, which has 
just complctcd the two·year survey 
of the problems of Indians in the 
city. 

VI~IU' FAVORABLE 
Mrs. SutcllUe said that official 

reaclion to the survey, 'A R eport on 
the Canadian Indian Family Project' 
was "very favorable." She said the 
Indian familics themselves, who 
were the objcet of the study, were 
pleased with the final report. (The 
Ind ians were g iven a condensed edl· 
tion of the 120 page publication). 

The project workers, under the 
dh'ectorship of Vincent H. Wall, 
MSW, found that Indians living in 
Toronto occupied the worst of the 
slum housing, had large families, 
poor education, had problems relat· 
ing to hcalth and their inability to 
communicate w it h officials of var· 
ious welfare agencies, were victim· 
ized by s lum landlords and were 
fraught with frus trating loneliness 
and the fea r of eviction or loss of 
welfare payment s. 

Included in the Wall report recom· 
mendations are: 
• A home visiting service to contact 
Indian families on a regular basis. 
• That education and preparation 
for mban living be done on the re· 
serve. 

By J a llles Doyle 
The Canadian Register 

• That a housing service be es tab· 
Iished in Toronto Jor Indian familIes . 

Large numbers ot Indian families 
live in crowded or substandard hous· 
Ing and the Indians lelt concern for 
this, particularly being overcrowded. 

'Ncnr~ASEO JlAUDSHJI' 
Ind ians in Toronto have attempted 

to paint and otherwise repair t he ir 
pl"Cmiscs which sometimes only In· 
creased the hardship. One family 
improved three suites of r ooms In 
a year and after each improvement 
was asked to leave by the landlords 
who increased the rents of the 1m· 
I)roved suites. 

The study noted that Indian fam· 
illes were reluctant to call city build· 
ing inspectors for fear of eviction 
and the diUiculty of find ing other 
accommodation. Indian families al· 
ways cited experiences of other fam· 
ilies who had called the building 
inspector who then ordered Improve· 
ments which were not made by the 
landlords. 

LOW l'nEFERF;"'~ct: 

Mr. \Vall says in h is repor t, "The 
Indians were given a low preference 
by landlords both because of family 
S17,c and s kin color ing ... the chances 
at finding more s uitable accommoda· 
tlon are poor except in a time where 
su pply exceeds demand, and the 
temptation (by Indian families) to 
accept and tolerate substandard 
housing becomes great." 

Seven Indian families each with 
five or s ix children live In accom· 
modations averaging between two 
and three rooms per family. The 
study said that the argument is 
given that these crowded conditions 
am really no different than condi· 
tions in many reserves but it over· 
looks one iml>ortant difference be· 
tween I"CSClve and urban living : 
Crowding in the city does not exist 
only w it hin the walls of the suite 
or house but also in the area outside 
serve as an extension to and a mllef 
the house. City streets a l"C n o s ub· 
stltute for the open bush which can 
from crowded conditions in shacks 
on a reserve. 

The report notes that " In the 
spring o f 1965 when housing was 
very scarce in the downtown area, 
we even began to refer people to the 
so·called 'slum landlords' as a last 
resort, firs t advis ing them of what 
to be aware." 

LANDLORDS DIJo~FICULT 

It was found to be generally dif· 
ficult to get any action from Toronto 
landlords In the im provement ot 
their properties. One landlord, after 
constant prodding by the tenant 
finally agreed to f ix plumbing in a 
house so that h ot water could be 
connected to more than one tap, but 
warned the Indian family that if he 
did this, the rent would increase by 
S15 a month. T he family dropped 
their complain t. 

Indian families were more con· 
cerned over health than any other 
single problem and in many cases 
the Investigating social workers felt 
that crowded, drafty, ill cared fo r 
housing was a breeding grou nd for 
Illness. F inancial distress as well as 
housing seemed to tie in w ith the 
Indians' heal th problems because 
four families mentioned difficulties 
in getting or paying for eyeglasses, 
tJ·usses, hearing a ids and other basic 
health needs. 

Three self·supporting fa mi l i e s 
were avoiding returning to hospitals 
for medical care because they owed 
the hospitals money already. 

'rROUBLE WITH WEJ. FARE 
Indian families found diCliculty in 

their relationships with various weI· 
fare, h 0 s pit a I and employment 
agencies. One Indian backed up his 
resentments of agencies in logical 
fashion. He said the agencies keep 
him waiting or ignore him. Once a t 
a hospital he waited from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and when Iinally called by 
the doctor he was only asked what 
he weighed and told to continue h is 
medicine but he had neither money 
nor medicine - nor got any on that 
occasion. He waited long periods at 
the employment agency only to be 
rejected in the end. 

A recurring complaint by Indians 
was the cutting or threatened cut· 
ting of welfare benefits. In every 
case the family was unclear of the 
reason for the actual or thl"Catened 
penalty and in every case when more 
information was g iven by welfare 
workers the agency eon c ern e d 
modHled their approach or the fam· 
ily accepted the decision- once they 
understood the reasons. 

It was the expel'ience of the proj
ect workers thal the I ndian Iamilies 
reacted to difficulties in obtaining 
agcncy services in one of t wo ways: 

- Cont in ued Next Poge 
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Never 

U nderesti mate 
The Power 

Of A 
Woman 

by G W A I.N HA~IIL'I'ON 

On the barren g rounds, northwest 
of Churchill , in late January, 1872, 
Samuel Hearne, w ith his Indian 
guide a nd f riend Matonabbc<!, and 
a group of Indians, stumbled on one 
o f the strangest survival stories to 
come out of the northland. 

The eyes of the Indian t rackers 
found the fi rst clue-tracks le ft by 
a strangely-contrived snowshoe. Nor
mally, Indian snowshoes were made 
to definite patterns with a ll tribal 
g roups differing in some respects. 
The Chipcwyans favoured the type 
that had a straigh t inside edg but 
with the outside C!dges making a 
la rge circular sweep culminating In 
a point at the front. Bu t this one 
dlUercd considerably. They followed 
the tracks unti l they came to a small 
Pl'otccted she.!!cr and found a young 
Indian woman. Hearne later de· 
sct'lbed her as "one of the fines t 
women I have seen in any pan of 
North America." 

Heal"ne's pa t·ty was the first hu· 
mans she had seen for seven months. 
And the story she told was a com· 
mon one In the Indian cou ntry_ a 
story of death, of tragedy and ot 
stark courage. She belonged to the 
Dog.Rlb tribe, which lived far to the 
west. The party of which she had 
been a part, had fallen in with a n· 
o ther group of Indians. All olhers 

-Continued from Lost Page 

E:ither they would withdraw a nd 
decide they did not want the service 
or they would \"ent their pent·u p 
f rustration in a burst of anger 
d irected at the agency official by 
telling him j)1'CCiscly w hat he could 
do with his sclvice. 

LOW .mUCATIONAL U~Vt;L 

The educational level of the In· 
dians who have integratcd into the 
whitc society in Toronto is low. T he 
average level a ttained by the lathel' 
is 6.93 g rades, by the mother 5.35 
grades. Of the 26 families Inter· 
viewed in the project three of the 
men had Grade 4 or less, and only 
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PRINCESS WITH A PURPOSE 

Her home was no castle for 
thi s Princess. 

Alan is Obomsowin was rais
ed o n o n Indian reserve and 
fl ed her un- royal surro und ings 
as soon as s he could. 

Not so lo ng ago, she found 
that t he child ren on her old 
reserve were barred fro m a 
'for whites o nly' pool in near
by Pierreville. 

So Pr incess Alanis raised 
funds for a $ ' 2,000 pool on 
the reserve. 

Since the n, she has become 
a pr incess w ith a message ... 
to publicize T illicum, a p ro
jec t concerned with the educa
t ional n eed s o f Indian ch ildren . 

-Catholic Indian N e ..... ,. 

. .. ...................... ... ............ ... ......... ... .................. ...... .. .. 
had been slaughtered- but her own 
comeliness had saved her. She saw 
her husband and her parents mur· 
dered- b ut she managed to save her 
baby in her own clothing. However 
her captors' squaws discovered the 
babe and killed It. She watched her 
opportunity and escaped- with noth· 
ing e lse than the c lothes she wore. 
A piece of a barrel hoop twisted 
into the shape of a k nife, and the 
shank of a n Iron a lTow·head were 
all the tools she possessed. 

And yet with these she managed, 
not only to survive through the 
winter in that biller land, but to 
achieve a sort o[ rude comfort. She 
s nared partridges, ra bbits and squir . 
re ls and had even managed to kill 
a few beaver and porcup ines. Whcn 
the few deer s inews she had taken 
with her were worn out as snares, 
she contrived her own by ty ing to
gether sinews from the legs and feet 
of rabbits. The pelts of the small 
animals were cured and used to 
make her own warm clothing. 

three attended high school a nd one 
reached Grade 13. 

Fou r of the women interviewed 
had Jess than one year or formal 
education, four women had Grade 4 
or less, another four had mOI,(! than 
Grade 4 but less than Grade 8. Only 
two managed to complete Grade 10. 

At this t ime, with federal and 
provincial governments urging mas· 
sive integration of the reserve In· 
dians into white society, the plans 
arc being mel with much opposition 
trom the Indians themselves. Judg. 
ing by the experiences of thosc in· 
dependently.minded In d i a n s who 
have made the plunge, the re5(!rve 
Indians would, indeed, appear to 
ha\'c ca use for alarm. 

Hearne later wrote: " ... she had 
extended her ca l'e much furthe r, 
as all her clothing, besides being 
calculated for real service, shewed 
g reat taste a nd exhibited no li ttle 
va riety of ornament. The materials, 
though r ude, were very curiously 
wrought, and so judicious ly placed 
as to make the whole of her garb 
have a very pleasing, though rather 
romantic appear ance." 

She spent her spare time by twis t· 
Ing the inner bark of willow into 
small lines with which she intended 
to make a net for fi shing w hen thl' 
icc left the rivers In the spring. 

S he lacked the ordinary materials 
to make [ire-but had contrived her 
own way. She used two of what 
Hea rne described as "hard sulphu r· 
ous stones," which she rubbed to
gether to produce a spark which 
ignited some touch wood. This touch· 
wood was a fungus which grows on 
birch trees, which, when dried, be
comes Inflammable. 

U this sUrring story of th is cap· 
able young woman had been fiction , 
the proper ending would have her 
being delivered to her own people 
and there·a ltel· living a life of case 
and comfort. But the tru th is, tha t 
to the Indians Hearne was with, a 
woman was a lesser being, her only 
value being in the amount of work 
she could do as one of a number of 
wives. Ch ipewyan Indians could only 
hold their wives as long as they 
cou ld wrestle down all those who 
might covel them. Th is gi rl imme· 
dlately Ix!came a potential wife, and 
as Hearne wrote " the comeliness o r 
her person and hcr al)proved accom· 
plishments oc'Casloned a strong con· 
test betwecn scveral o f the Indians 
o f my party who should have her 
for wife, and the poor girl was ac· 
tually won and lost at wrestling by 
near haJJ a score d ifferent men the 
same evening." 



Page 12 INDIAN RECORD APRIL 1966 

THE IMAGE MAKERS 
By Pat Prowd 

writing in 
Oblate M issions 

C ive her a return tlckel and 
she'll go anywhere to talk. 

She has no t rouble getting her 
message across because quite often, 
visible evidence of what she is say· 
ing is rig ht there on the plalIorm 
with her. 

Her name is Kay Cronin. 
And the evidence? 
A panel of Indian youngsters who, 

under Kay's guidance, are learning 
to think, speak and act for them· 
selves - ready to answer with 
clarity and conviction, any questions 
concerning the problems they and 
their race face as members of to· 
day's society. 

The panel Is not always the same. 
What Is the same though, Is the 

fact that these teenagers are all 
senior members of the Catholic In· 
dian Study and Leadership Club of 
Vancouver. 

The Club was founded six years 
ago by Kay Cron in and, now spon· 
sored by the Oblates o f SI. Peter's 
Province, s tands as one of the most 
un ique organizatIons or its kind in 
Canada. 

To qualify as a senior member, 
these teenagers, ca rrying within 
themselves the heritage of an an· 
cient and proud cullure, must have 
first complelOd vocational or aca· 
demic training and, have a job. 

Until they do, thoug h members o f 
the club, they cannot become par· 
tici pants on the panel. 

Booming Members hip 
S tarting in 1960 with a roll·cal.! of 

six, at present the club lists approxl. 
mately 100 names, including those 
of s tudents or g raduates [rom voca. 
tional and nurs ing schools as well 
as U.B.C. 

The club Indulges in no social 
agenda and Kay Cronin believes this 
is one of the keys to its success. 

"The only th ing J orrer our young. 
sters is a chance to th in k and do 
for themselves," says Kay. "T here 
arc other Indian groups in the Van. 
eouver area, but they tend to disin· 
tegrate because a l.1 they seem to 
offer the you ngsters is a dance or 
a pal'ty or purely social activi ty." 

In Kay's bailiwick, the activity 
may not be social but It is construc· 
tive and, In some cases far more 
vigorous than the frug or the wa· 
tus!. 

Members receive proCessional in· 
struction in Judo, have come up 

with a cracker·jack basketball team 
coached and managed by t hemselves, 
and take part in a spor ts prog ram 
every Wednesday nig ht. 

But, according to Kay, the most 
important aspects of group instrue· 
tion are the lessons given In good 
grooming a nd how to apply for a 
job. 

"These youngsters arc so unused 
to thinking and speaking for them· 
selves," she points out, "I f ind It 
takes me three months to get them 
to disagree with one a nother and 
six months to disagree with me. It's 
really a red·letter day when a young· 
ster has the cou rage to stand u p 
and put me in my place." 

Why the s hyness and lack or in· 
centive? 

Centu ries of Civ ilizat ion 
"What people tend to [orget," says 

Kay, "is that the Indian people o f 
Brit ish Columbia are only 100 years 
removed f rom a primitive, nomadic 
life. In that short period ot time, 
we have attempted to jet propel them 
from the stone age to the space age, 
expecting in them the same develop. 
ment of culture it took us cen turies 
of civilization to acquire." 

Kay Cronin sees the Indian as 
possessed by a deep·rooted sense o[ 
inferiority and insecuri ty, mainly 
beeause of his lack of acceptance In 
our society. She maintains that the 
two things the Indian needs most 
from us are understanding and en· 
couragement, "neither or which 
costs any money." 

"The world is full or a rmchair 
cri t ics," she adds, "and very few 
of them have ever been near either 
an Indian or a reservation." 

'''Too many of us are trying to 
make wh ite men of the Indians, try· 
ing to make him in to w hat we think 
he should be, instead or pennilting 
him to develop his own culture s ide 
by side with ours." 

Two-Wa y St reet 
In Kay Cronin's opinion, "integra. 

tion is a two-way street" and, given 
the chance, the Indian people have 
a t remendous contribution to make 
to our society. 

Above and beyond loneliness and 
lack of money, Kay has also foun d 
that when her youngsters firs t come 
to town they suddenly find they are 
batting two very sticky wickets: the 
public image or the Indian and the 
Indian's own image of himsclr. 

D uri n g club discussions, her 
youthfu l members on their own 
arrived at their vers ion of that 
" public image." 

They decided the Indian presented 
a four·s ided picture of himsel!: he 
was irrespons ible, lazy, dirty and 
n ine times out of ten, he was drunk. 

"This is the image our youngsters 
are constantly holding up in front 
of themselves," explains Kay, "so in 
all our club activities we set out to 
counteract i rresponsibility, laziness, 
dirtiness and drunkenness." 

Different Image 
But if Kay Cronin's youngsters 

hold this mirror of their people so 
constantly before them, she in tum, 
carries a far different image of them 
in her heart. 

And from her heart comes a love 
a nd understanding that b rings a 
warmth of response from her young 
ones. To these young Indians, Kay 
does not constitute authority in any 
Corm. She is not a priest, govern· 
ment agent, teacher or policeman
she is, quite Simply, a friend. 

And with all the simplicity and 
humility so evident in the Indian 
nature, that f riendship is returned 
a hundredfold. 

"Cee, Kay," said one of her club 
members, "1 sure wish I could talk 
to white people the way 1 can talk 
10 you!" 

For Kay Cronin, ex·newspaper· 
woman, radio writer, author and 
humanitarian_ 

For Kay Cronin, English-born of 
Irish descent-

For Kay Cronin who, after long 
yea rs 01 service in the Women's 
Auxiliary Air Force during World 
War II, finally saw a brave, sad, 
beautiful victory sweep the skies of 
her homeland_ 

For Kay Cronin, those simple 
words, spoken with the innocence 
of truth by a young girl, probably 
to her, constituted the greatest inner 
victory of all. 

Deeply sensitive and observant, 
the members of Kay Cronin's club, 
she has found, are also desperately 
anxious to please. 

Ind ians Must Do It 
" In our own sman way," she ex· 

plains, "our youngsters realize that 
if there is to be a betler understand· 
ing between whites and Indians, the 
Indians must do it." 

To the limit of their capabilities, 
Kay Cronin's copper-toned teen· 
agers, arc doing j ust that. 

And, in the process, learning the 
r ights, privileges and res ponsibilities 
o f all Canadian citizens across this 
land - despite race, colour, creed 
- or "public image." 
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Agr iculture an d Reso urces 

Delegates 

Urge Town 

Planning 

Town planning, incmasM loans to 
Indians and Improved roads arc es
sential to developing Indian reserves 
as communities, delegates of the 
~Ianitoba I ndian agriculture and rc
SOUt'Ccs planning con(Cl'cncc a greed 
in W innil>cg last month. 

A l'esolutlon calling lor the Indian 
affairs branch to distribute a bro· 
chure on town planning to all resi· 
dents of reserves was passed in a 
committee meeting during the three· 
day conference. 

The committee Celt town planning 
was essential to the economic growth 
of the reserve, but It was noted that 
several older residents had not un
derstood the term and had felt they 
would lose c laim to their land ii 
they moved to a townsi te. 

Others wanted assurance the town
site would be solely Indian and that 
businesses WOUld be operated by In. 
dians, not outsiders. 

Edward Daggitt, superint endent of 
the Clandeboye f n d ian alfalrs 
agency, pointed ou t lhe neceSsity of 
town planning In sewer and water 
sel'vlces. 

Suilable 1'owlIs ltes 

1\ 11", Daggltt said if suitable town. 
sites were established more land 
would be available on the reserve 
for agricultUl'e and other develop. 
ment. Businesses In the towns, gov. 
e rned by Ind ians, would also help to 
bolster the economy of the r eserves. 

Some delega tes felt there wasn't 
enough money avai lable to Indians 
in long.term loans 10 enable them 
to develop their land. 

It was noted that lndlan reserve 
land, since It cannot be sold, cannot 
be used as security for a loan. 

"The Indian has no security," one 
dclegate said. " He has 10 depend on 
the Indian aflai rs bl'anch." 

Indians applying for long. term 
loans from banks or priva te Institu· 
tions need government backing be· 
fore they can get any money. Under 
the government's revolving credit 
plan, about $3,000 can be borrowed 
for five years. 

"Everybody Is concerned," an· 
other delegate said. "Things can't 
continue the way they are." 

About $20,000 is required to buy 
machinery to run an econom ically 
sou nd farm, it was noted. The com· 
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Proud of their heritage as m e mbers of Canada's prairie tribes, 
Mr. and Mrs. Pius Kaisowatum of Piapot Reserve, Sosk., s t ill toke to 
tipi living sometimes, when the summer is hot. In the second wor ld 
war, Mr. Kaisowotum was chosen president of the J u n ior Red Cross, 
Piapot b ranch, and met people from al l over the cont inent at the 
Sioux Indian Pow-wow Celebration which took place every year on 
t he Standing Buffalo Reserve, wes t of Fort Qu'Appelle. 

m illee w ill pl'ess for increased 
amounts to be made available fOl' 
developing r esources on reser ves. 

One measure approved called (or 
better roads on reserves. including 
dust control on the roads in the sum· 

Trust Needed 
-Continued from Page 8 

"This means we have to buy addi· 
tional equipment and fish for while· 
fish, rather than pickerel, which 
bring a better price." 

NO R t:PI, " 

The Indians were told the regu· 
lation would be changed In 1965. 
They were a lso told to organize 
themselves _ which Ihey have done 
- and they would be heard. 

"We s t ill haven't got a reply to 
our leiter." 

A t the opening session of the 
three·day conference, R. M. Con· 
nelly, Manitoba director of Indian 
Affai rs, said the white people have 
to change their views o f the Indians 
and the Indians must loose their sus· 
picion of while people. 

"The basic importance of human 

mer and better snow cleari ng meth. 
ods In the w inter. "In the wintel' 
most roads are impassable due to 
lack of service," the motion read. 

Some of the roads mentioned are 
under provincial jurisdiction. 

For Progress 
re lations is working together. "Mr. 
Connelly said government policy 
was now to help the Indians develop 
thei r reserves, rather than get them 
orr the reserve, as it was until 1965." 

AGRICULTUR E 
W, Esmond Jarvis, deputy min· 

ister of agriculture and conserva· 
tion, told the Indians they must 
recognize the role they could play 
In the province's agricultural econ· 
omy, He pledged the support of the 
provincial agriculture department in 
their work. 

J. M. Parker, director of the soils 
and crops branch of the department 
of agriculture, outlined several spe
cial crops that might be considered 
by the Indians. 

About 75 Indians from all palis 
of Manitoba registered for the con· 
ference. 
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The Johnstons look settled in their modern city home, 0 for cry from Cape Crocker 

reservation, but they find life too regimented and organi%ed. That's why . .. 

They Want To Go Back 

One solu tion to severe 
Ute on an Indian reserva
tion is to move away. 

Basil Johnston Ie ft. 
Now he wants to return 
some day. 

"When I go back to the 
Cape Croker reservation 
and visi l my friends I 
get the Ieeling I'm com· 
ing home," he says. It 
sounds a I m 0 s t incon· 
g ruous. 

He looks too settled 
s itting there in his com· 
Iortable city living room 
wearing a dark gray 
pinstrlped suit with 
matching vest and con
servative tie. 

But In some ways, Mr. 
J ohnston is more I ndian 
than many who remain 
on reservations. 

"I stay In Toronto be· 
cause I like the reason· 
able security of a steady 
income and I've become 
accustomed to modem 
conveniences. But when 
I relire I'll live on the 
reserve." He's emphatic 
about this. 

Mr. Johnston is a his
tory teacher at Earl Haig 
Secondary S c h 00 I . He 
lives in a white stucco 
house with his wife and 
Iour children. 

A ttr actl\'e 
Mrs. Johnston, Lucie, 

Is an attractive woman, 
a French Canadian from 
Pcnetanguishene, Onto 

Allan, 8, the oldest 
child, is an adopted In· 
dian boy; Ceo (frey, the 
youngest, wus born four 
months ago. In between 
are the two girls, l\Uriam, 
almost four, as fai r as 
Elizabeth, two, is dark. 

"Some ladies get qu ite 
excited because our 

daughters look so dlt
ferent. But we never no· 
tice," Mrs. Johnston says. 

"I met Basil at a 
church group meeting 
and I didn't even know 
he was Indian. The 
French don't think In 
terms of races." 

S he smiles at her hus· 
band and then continues 
speaking in a v 0 l ee 
touched with traces of 
French accent. "Basil and 
I have had less adjust· 
ment dilliculties in mar· 
riage because we believe 
In the same religion and 
come from rural com· 
munlties." 

Same Problems 
"An Indian faces the 

same problems as any 
white person when he 
goes from a rural setting 
to an urban cult ure," 
Mr. Johnston adds. 

The Johnstons are 
teaching their children 
10 be proud of their 
background. All f 0 u r 
youngsters have bee n 
rcglstered as Indians on 
the Cape Croker reserve 
and are learning words 
from the Chippewa Ian· 
guage. 

When Allan started 
school his parents pre· 
pared him Ior any teas· 
ing he might receive by 
st ressing that he was 
very special. You're one 
of the first Can3dians, 
they said. 

Ceoflrey has the In
dian n a me, Wamtick, 
w h i c h means stout· 
heal·ted, his fa ther's fam· 
ily name. 

But the J ohnstons' 
pl'ide is quiet and they 
don' t flaunt their herit
age. 

"The only time I'm 
aware of my diUercnt 
I' a c ia I background is 
when someone suggests 
it to me," Mr. Johnston 
says thoughIully. 

lUy P eople 
"I don't consciously 

fhlnk about being an I n· 
dian but I dislike books 
that use uncompllmen. 
tary adjectives like 
'fiendish' or 'perfidious' 
to describe my people 
and I don't appreciate 
the penny arcade mao 
chines where one shoots 
at paper Indians. 

"However, I'm rather 
amused by phrases like 
'he's acting like a wild 
Indian.' He removes his 
durk f rame glasses and 
slowly wipes the lenses. 

"In a sense, I suppose 
it's an advantage being 
an Indian because you're 
unique. In my experi· 
ence, if two men with 
equal qualifications ap
ply for a job, the Indian 
is often chosen because 
management feels he has 
to work harder to get 
where he is." 

And now the con versa· 
1 Ion switches back to 
urban society and Mr. 
Johnston is q uite frank 
about his feelings. 

Regimented 
"LiJe here is too regi· 

mented and organized. 
You're shut in," he com· 
men is. 

"M ost of my friends 
are Indians because they 
don't take tbemselves 
too seriously. 

"It's as simple as not 
having to make an ap
pointment w hen you 
want to visit somebody." 

He leans against the 
mantel and thinks about 
what he's said. "That's 
just one reason why I 
belong on a reserve and 
don't lit in with this k ind 
o f JiJe." 

Mr. Johnston sees the 
reser vat ions a s a neces· 
sary part of Indian liv· 
ing. 

"The land is valuable," 
he says. "Not merely as 
parcels of real estate but 
In the sense that it rep
resents independence and 
a symbol of the past. 

"As time goes on and 
as the Indian population 
increases, the reserves 
will have greater im· 
portance. Many will leave 
but a great many others 
will stay on. 

OIJtimistic 
"I'm optimistic about 

the future," he continues. 
"Ou r young people are 
gett ing a good education 
now. They're the ones 
who will change things. 

"If anything Is going 
to be done for the In· 
dians it will have to be 
done by them." 

His wi f e interrupts. 
"Everybody feels sor ry 
Ior the Indians on reo 
serves. I don't. 

"One of Basil's sisters 
has two sons who can go 
into the woods and build 
a fort whenever they 
want. Every time Allan 
starts to build a fort in 
our backyard it looks too 
messy and he has to 
clean It up. 

" Allan's cousins both 
have dogs; Allan com
plains because he can't 
have one in the city. 

"And e"eryone feels 
sorry [or the Indians." 
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Adult Education In B.C. 
An aduh education course has 

been set up for the resldcnts of 
Moricetown, B.C., under the direc· 
tion oC the Department of Indian 
AIfairs and the Adult Education 
branch or the provinces Department 
of Education. 

Three courses wcre oCfcred and 
all met with enthusiastic response. 
Enrolment in all till'ee wenl well 
over what had been expected. 

The premier course covers the 
req uis ites of literacy - reading, 
writing, spelling, lang uage and al'ilh · 
mcHe and Is conducted two nights 
a week. Large enrolment for this 
course, has divided the class Into 
two, having two teachers instead of 
the Intended one. 

The other two courses, Wood· 

working and Carpentry, and Dress
making. have also shown encourag· 
ing interest In the number of partl· 
cl pants. 

Woodworking and Carpentry, in 
two classes, each meeti ng once a 
week, are filting out workbenches 
for class use, as their Initial project 
and will later move on to la r ger 
projects such as boatbuilding, etc. 

Teachers for the courses in liter· 
acy and dressmaking are members 
or the staH of S t. J oseph 's School at 
Smithers, B.C. Rev. S . Gordon, OMI, 
says, "I believe this means a s ignl[!. 
cant step in the social and intenec· 
tuailives oC these people and we are 
awaiting the outcome oC the first 
series with great interest." 

Win Scholarships 
The Indian A f f air s Branch 

awarded fo ur scholarshi ps to Mani· 
toba young people, J anuary 29. 
Guest s peaker, Minister of Veterans' 
Affairs Honorable Roger Teillet pre· 
sented the awards In Winnipeg's 
First P resbyterian Church Assembly 
Hall to: Jocelyn Wilson, Margaret 
Rose Bear, Leonard Sinclair and 
Stanley John McKay. 

Jocelyn Wilson was awarded a 
scholarship to continue studies for 
a Bachelor of Scicncc in Nursing at 
the University of Saskatchewan. 
She is a member of The Pas Band. 

Margaret Rose Bear was awarded 
a scholarship to continue her Exe· 
cut ive Secretarial s tudies at Success 
Commerclal College. Miss Bear Is a 

member of the Birdtail Sioux Band 
ncar Portage la Prall·ie. 

Leonard Sinclair was awarded a 
scholarship to continue his s tudies 
In automotlves at the l\lanitoba In· 
s titute of Technology. Mr. S inclair 
is a member of the Fisher River 
Band near Hodgson. 

Stanley John McKay was awarded 
a scholarship to continue studies In 
second year arts at United College. 
M r. McKay Is a member of the 
Fis her River Band a t Koostatak. Mr. 
McKay completed his teacher train· 
Ing at the Manitoba Teachers' Col· 
lege and taugh t at Norway House 
Indian ResldenUal and Day School 
for two yea l'S. 

Surveying Course Starts 
A three·week course in basic sur· 

veying st arted Mal'ch 14 for a S(!lect 
group of 25 Indian a nd Metis youths, 
Saskatchewan Education minister 
George Trapp said. 

Mr. Trapp, in a press rclease, said 
the colll'se is sponSOl"cd by his de· 
partment, the indian and Metis 
Branch of the Natural Resources 
Department and the surveying pro
fession. 

Nine of the s tudents will be em. 
ployed by thc surveys branch of the 
DNR on completion oC the course 
and others will be employed by 
private f irms, Mr. Trapp said. 

The course will provide the 

youths with s urveying terminology 
and instruction In basic Instruments 
a nd, Mr. Trapp said, will be ex· 
panded if successful. 

Indians and Metis were selected 
because Indians perfonTled an im· 
portant r ole on survey parties dUI"' 
ing the early settlement 01 the West. 

" It is h istorically true the native 
Indian was first of al.1 an outdoors
man, superbly conditioned to the 
often harsh vagaries of outdoor 
life." 

Surveying demands outdoor lIv· 
Ing. the ability to move over great 
distances and the ability to move 
by one's own resources In remote 
areas, Mr. Trapp said. 
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Trappers 
Con,plete 

Course 
Ten Eskimo II'appers returned to 

their homes recently after attending 
a three·week course at Churchill, 
Man., in fur grading and co·oper· 
ativc development. 

The trappers, members of Eskimo 
co·operatlves in scattercd settle· 
ments of the eastern Arctic, attained 
a good level of proficiency in grad· 
ing in the three weeks, reports 
Andrew Stewart, ch ief of COA's i ur 
section. Mr. Stewart conducted the 
fur grading part of the course spon· 
sored by the federal Department of 
Northe rn Al!ail'S and N a tl 0 n a I 
Resources. 

Trapping is an Important. means 
of livelihood for the Eskimos in the 
Arctic where over S6OO,OOO worth of 
white fox and sealskin pelts a re pro
duced a nnually. 

In the more rcmote arcas of the 
northland, the Esk imos co-ops buy 
the pelts from the trappers and fre
quently th is is done by paying a flat 
rate per pelt - a system that favors 
trappers with lower quality furs at 
the expense of thoS(! selling ones of 
better quality. 

The flat rate payment oHcrs trap. 
pel'S no Incentive to concentl'ate on 
quali ty by handling pelts properly 
or by refraini ng from setting out 
their traps until the fur·bearers 
have developed pl"ime coals of fur, 
1\'l r. Stewa rt explains. 

In Memoriam 
Brother Romuald Menard, known 

to Western Indians Jor ovcr thirty 
years, died at SI. Anthony's Hospital, 
The Pas, on October 14. 

Born in Quebec In 1897, Brother 
Menard planned llrst to become a 
priest. but by the time he was ready 
to become a sub·deacon, he was 
stricken with influenza and forced 
to res t for two years. During that 
time he came to understand that the 
priesthood was not for hi m. 

He went West as a lay teacher at 
Lebl'Ct. Sask. In 1922 he was sent 
to the new novitiate, the lndian 
School at Cross Lake, Manitoba. 
Seven years later, he made his per· 
petual Oblation, to become Brother 
Menard. 

He lived at Cross Lake for over 
thirty years, devoting himseli en· 
tirely to the servicc of his Order, 
the I ndians, the School, the Sisters 
and Children of Cross Lake. 

From Cross Lake, Brother Menard 
was sent to Guy Indian Residential 
School, Manitoba, where he spent 
the twelve last yea rs of his I\[e. 
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$12 Million Improvement Program Launched 
The Federal government will put 

up $112,000,000 in a five·yea r drive 
to get better housing, sanitation, 
roads and other facilities for Indians 
on l"Csel·ves. 

Northern Affairs MinIster LaIng, 
announcing the program last month, 
said it Is an outgrowth of a study 
of housing conditions on reserves 
that was completed in February 
1965. 

The federal government would 
supply $75,000,000 to build 12,000 
new homes during the five-year 
period. Another S17,OOO,000 would go 
toward Improved roads, $10,000,000 
into su pplying safe drinking water 
and proper sewage disposal and $7.· 
000,000 towards electrification of 

homes on l"Cserves. 
Mr. Laing said the housing pro· 

g ram would recognize four general 
areas o[ need: 

• For widowed, aged, indigent or 
disabled Indians unable to make 
more than a token contribution to· 
ward houses. This would be provided 
largely at pubUc expense. 

• For families In marginal eco
nomic areas who must be helped in 
order to provide housing meetin g 
minimum standards. 

• For families that have some in· 
come through wages or selI-employ
menlo They would be helped to ae· 
qu ire a higher s tandard ot home. 

• For families thal want to take 
employment oCCers of( the reservc 

or live permancntly off the reserve. 
Financial assistance would be given 
to help them obtain and hold Jobs 
away f!"Om the reserve a nd to take 
advantage of normal lending faci l
illes. 

A background paper released by 
1\'11'. Lalng's department after he 
made the announcement noted that 
the Indian population has climbed 
to nearly 220.000 from 136,000 In 
19:19. 

Most live in crowded conditions In 
shared family unils or in inadequate 
shelters or substandard housing. 
Sixty per cent ot Indian families live 
in three rooms or less compared to 
a national average of 11 per cent, it 
said. 
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CARMELITE CROSS on right shoulder Of this oncient Bolivion monolith is 
be lieved to hove been carved about 1570 by Cotmeli te fr ion who occom· 
ponied the Conquistodotes 01 choploinl . The pogon ItotU. itself, hewn from 
volcanic lovo found typicolly in the Andel, is e$timoted to be neorly 3,000 
yeor. old, a relic of one of mon's first civil i:lations in the western hemisphere. 

Oblate Heads 
Integrated School 

A capacity crowd of 500 attended 
the December 12 official opening 
and blessing of St. Mary's Catholic 
Public Elementary School in Cran· 
brook, B.C. 

The school, which has been oc· 
cupled since September school open· 
ing. has an enrolment of 203 pupils, 
91 of whom were fonnerly students 
at the Kootenay Indian Residential 
School in Cranbrook. 

In a unique move, the fonner prin. 
cipal and staff of the residential 
school assumed similar teaching 
positions at the new integrated 
school. 

First ollts kind in the Nelson dio· 
cese, the school became a reaUty 
through the joint efforts of Bishop 
W. E. Doyle of Nelson, St. Mary's 
Parish In Cranbrook, and the Indian 
A!!airs Branch. 

Cranbrook's Mayor George Had
dad, who cut the ribbon officially 
opening the new $183,000 school, 
said the structure was "a credit to 
the city." 

The building complex features 
eight classrooms, auditorium, cafe· 
teria, library and administration 
offices. 

l i rror i n ' ••. filt i.fils ••• ! 
An a l·ticle abou t Alberta's Indian 

Education Association's meeting In 
last month's Issue stated that a 
resolution was passed to ask the 
federal government to offer subs tan· 
tialleave to teachers with live years' 
service to increase professional 
training. Of course, this should have 
read "sabbatica.l leave". With apolo· 
gies, the editor regrets if this errol' 
Indicated that tcachers in Indian 
Schools al"C Interested only In the 
pecuniary end of teaching, when In 
fact this resolution was intended to 
help raise the calibre of the teaching 
s laff. 
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