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Southern Manitocba Indians Benefit

University Provides Farm Training Course

A new farm labor training course,
jointly sponsored by the provincial
departments of education and agri-
culture and the federal government,
and providing basic training in ma-
chinery maintenance and operation,
livestock handling, welding and car-
pentry, makes use of all visual
means available.

Low educational requirements for
the course, being held at the Uni-
versity of Manitoba's Glenlea re-
search stations, have made teachers
rely heavily on movies and other
visual teaching methods.

About half the 20 students en-
rolled in the two-month course are
Indians, introduced by the depart-
ment of Indian affairs. The rest
come through the national employ-
ment service.

Along with the filmed instruction,
about half the students' time was
spent in workshops learning the
practical use of farm machinery.

“We aim to make all the visual
means of teaching available,” said
Joe Lafrance, of the Manitoba de-
partment of agriculture, adding that
entrance requirements for the

course were grade 8 schooling or the
third level in the provincial “basic
training for skill development”
course.

“We will have to study the results
of the people taking the course
after they have taken jobs on the
farms,” Mr. Lafrance said. If the
results were satisfactory the pro-
gram, said to be the first of its kind
in Canada, will be enlarged to take
in more students.

Jack Ferguson of the provincial
education department's vocational
branch, has hopes for the course as
a means of training Indians from
northern Manitoba for real ways of
employment,

Indians from the north are first
sent to Ninette, Man., where they
take a three to six-week orientation
course to help them become used to
a different way of life before going
on to take vocational courses.

The farm labor training course
was ideal, he said, because no high
education standard is required.
“There is tremendous potential in
these people,” Mr. Ferguson said,

Northerners St_l_ldy To Improve Prices

Eskimos Learn Fur-Grading

Fifteen Eskimo trappers from
Eastern Arctic settlements flew in-
to Churchill, Manitoba on February
Tth, to attend a three-week course
in fur grading and co-operative
development. The course is spon-
sored by the Department of North-
ern Affairs and National Resources.

In distant settlements, a member
of the local Eskimo co-operative
buys furs directly from the trappers.
Too often he handles the responsi-
bility by paying a flat rate ($8) for
pelts that may sell at fur auctions
in the south from $2 to $20. A basic
understanding of fur grading will
guarantee fairer prices to the trap-
pers, and to the co-operatives from
sale in southern Canada.

The annual value of furs produced
in the Canadian Arctic averages
$600,000. The figure could go higher
with improved handling and trap-
ping methods. High quality furs can
be damaged beyond repair by grease
and stain. Furs that are not prime
have little value. Trappers will be
warned not to set out traps until
the white fox pelt is fully prime
with a dense white under-fur and a
complete covering of guardhair.
Seal skins should be rendered free
of fat, washed in warm water and
soap, and treated in a saline solu-

tion to brighten the sheen. Three
hundred and fifty white fox pelts
and a number of seal skins will be
used in the fur-grading courses.
Eskimo delegates to the course
were chosen by their local co-oper-
atives, and come from settlements
as far north as Grise Fjord, 4,000
air-miles north of Montreal.
Twenty Eskimo co-operatives are
now active in Arctic communities.

I;ai:i_ve Oblate
Honored In BC

Rev. Marvin Fox, OMI, the first
full-blooded Indian to become a
member of the Oblate Fathers, was
honored at a special meeting of the
Catholic Indian Study and Leader-
ship Club in Vancouver last month.

Father Fox, a member of the
Blood tribe in southern Alberta, had
been conducting a mission among
the Cowichan Indians at Duncan
during the previous week and
stopped off in Vancouver, on his
way home to Alberta, to meet with
young Indian leaders there.

The 30-year-old Oblate Father was
ordained in 1963 and works as a
missionary on his home reserve,

“but because they lack education
through circumstances, they cannot
compete in the labor market.”

Rehabilitation
Counsellor
Appointed

The Manitoba government, in an
effort to aid people of Indian descent
who have an alecohol problem, ap-
pointed Earl Duncan, 37, as a reha-
bilitation counsellor for the Alco-
holism Foundation of Manitoba.

Announcing the December ap-
pointment, Hon. C. H. Witney, min-
ister of health, said that it came as
a result of growing provincial con-
cern, and the concern of Indian
people themselves, to do something
about the problem.

Of non-Treaty Indian background
himself, Mr. Duncan was born in
Fort Frances and raised in Port
Arthur, but has lived in Manitoba
for the past six years.

He joined the foundation staff fol-
lowing almost three years as a court
worker for the Indian and Metis
Friendship Centre, Winnipeg. For
the past year he has conducted an
alcohol education program as part
of the centre's activity.

In addition, he has devoted prac-
tically every weekend in the past
six months to visiting reserves and
Indian communities talking to
groups, families, and individuals
about the problem of aleoholism and
the steps that can be taken to over-
come it.

His new job with the foundation
operates along similar lines. He
maintains an office at the founda-
tion headquarters, 124 Nassau St.,
but spends a great deal of his time
travelling about the province.

He expects to work in co-operation
with other agencies actively engaged
in work with people of Indian an-
cestry.

He also makes use of all other
rehabilitation resources, including
Alcoholics Anonymous.

Mr. Duncan intends to make con-
tact with people who want to be
helped through the five Indian and
Metis Friendship Centres in the
province. These are located at Bran-
don, Swan River, The Pas, Churchill
and Winnipeg.

Don‘t delay in renewing your
subscription to the INDIAN
RECORD when you receive your
bill.

Send ONE Dollar to INDIAN
RECORD, Scott Bldg., 272 Main
St., Winnipeg, Manitoba.
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High above New York, Mohawk ironworkers from Coughnawaga, near Montreal,
work on construction of new skyscrapers.
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Mohawks
On High
Steel

“High Steel,” the story of a Cana-
dian Indian whose job takes him
high over New York on the skeletal
Iframework of new skyscrapers, is
now being shown in theatres. This
15-minute colour film by the Nation-
al Film Board provides a personal
glimpse into the life of a young
Mohawk Indian from Caughnawaga
near Montreal whose unusual occu-
pation has become a way of life with
the people of his tribe.

For [fifteen years, 34.year-old
Harold McComber has risked his life
as an ironworker among the high
steel of building projects but, even
as a child, the thrill of high places
held a special fascination for him.

He recalls the tragedy of 1907.
Thirty-six Indians from Caughna-
waga were Killed when the Quebec
cantilever bridge crashed into the
St. Lawrence. It was predicted that
this would be the end of the Mohawk
ironworker but, in effect, it was the
beginning of a heritage.

McComber himself met near death
on the high steel but this he accepts
as part of the job. He comments:
“It's hard work, and some people
say it's dangerous, but if I didn't like
it, I guess I wouldn't be doing it."

Cree Girl Captivates Nightclub Circuit

New to the American Folk Sing-
ing scene is little Buffy Sainte-Marie,
a 23-year-old Cree Indian, The husky
timbre of her voice and the direct
appeal of her protest songs, which
she writes herself, have captivated
audiences of the nightelub ecircuit
in America's biggest cities, to an ex-
tent where she commands up to
52,500 a concert and Time magazine
calls her the “most intriguing young
folk singer to emerge in many a
moon."”

Buffy’s tribe are members of the
Piapot Reserve in Saskatchewan,
but, orphaned as a baby, Buffy was
adopted by a Micmac Indian couple

a mechanic and his proofreader
wife—and raised in Wakefield, Mas-
sachusetts, where with the aid of a
Government loan she entered uni-
versity and studied Oriental philo-
sophy and elementary education.

It was during summer vacations,

spent in a trailer on a wooded lake
shore in the state of Maine, that
teen-aged Buffy, wandering alone
through the forest, first began to
compose. She taught herself to play
the guitar “all backwards,” invent-
ing her own finger patterns.

When she graduated from uni-
versity in 1963, an honor student,
she went to Manhattan, sat in on a
hootenanny at a Geenwich Village
folk den and was immediately
offered a recording contract and
nightelub dates.

Buffy, who frequently visits the
Piapot home of her tribe, hope to
“help correct the image of the In-
dian as someone who is chased
across the movie screen or sits in
his rocking chair watching his oil
wells."

And what is the nature of the
songs she composes and sings? Here
is a sample verse from one of them:

But where in the history books is
the tale

Of genocide basic to this country’s
birth,

Of the preachers who lied,

How the Bill of Rights failed?

Book Reviews
{ Amerindian)

WEST WITH THE WHITE
CHIEFS. Christie Harris, Athene-
um, 1965, junior, $3.95. An Assini-
boine guide goes on a perilous
journey.

RED FOX AND HIS CANOE. Na-
thaniel Benchley. Harper & Row,
1964, $1.95. An “I can read” book
for the very young.

THE WHITE BUFFALO. John D.

Nicholson. Platt & Munk, 1965,
junior, $1.50. A beautifully illus-
trated, well-told story of a Crow

Indian boy and a white buffalo,
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Assimilation
A Matter
Of Choice

The question of Indian assimila-
tion into Western culture is a matter
of individual choice according to the
new director of the Indian and Metis
Friendship Centre of Winnipeg.

“If an Indian can find a useful
role for himself on the reservation,
why shouldn’'t he stay there?" said
Mary Louise Defender in an inter-
view. “On the other hand, if he finds
a useful role outside of the reserva-
tion, he might live there."”

Miss Defender, who was raised on
the Standing Rock Indian Reserva-
tion in South Dakota, doesn't believe
in wholesale desertion of the reser-
vation. Nor does she believe in
abandonment of Indian customs.

She does believe the answer to
many of the Indians' problems in
modern society is education.

But it's no good starting half way
through school, when Indian stu-
dents will have difficulty in catch-
ing up. Mary Louise Defender thinks
the process has to start at about age
three.

Miss Defender, 35 whose name is
anglicized from the Sioux, Wa-A
naksin, received her early educa-
tion on the reservation, where she
took part in a work training pro-
gram, She began as a $5-a-day office
girl and soon became the executive
secretary to the tribal council.

Later she moved to Pierre, South
Dakota, where she was a govern-
ment law clerk and then realty

|

it
Miss Defender

officer in charge of administering
the lands of two reservations.

When the U.S. department of the
interior sponsored an executive de-
velopment program, Miss Defender,
along with 35 other government
employees, went to Washington for
seven months. There she researched
various departments and took a
course in public administration at
George Washington University.

She was working at the University
of South Dakota with the dean of
the graduate school, when she heard
of the opening at the Winnipeg
Centre.

Miss Defender arrived in Winni-
peg last month to succeed Jean Cut-
hand, who has married and moved
to Brandon, Man.

CIL Local

Sakimay

Organizes
Teen Club

By Mrs. Leona Acoose

A teenage club was organized by
the Catholic Indian League (Saki-
may Local) for the youngsters on
Cowessess and Sakimay Reserves.

It was decided by Directors that
white children, as well as Indians,
would be admitted. Several of the
white children in the area have al-
ready joined the club, and the ven-
ture has proved to be highly success-
ful.

The first meeting, held for the
election of officers and to plan activ-
ities for the teenagers, was held
February 11.

In the teenage group, officers
elected were: President — Waesley
Kaye; Vice - President Jo - Ann

Acoose; Secretary-Treasurer—Gwen
Acoose.

Adult directors elected, were:
President — Mrs. Lorraine Acoose;
Vice-President—Mrs. Leona Acoose;
Secretary -—— Mrs. Marie Therese
Kaye.

The League raises funds by hold-
ing bingos, auctioning home baking
and other activities.

Bowling parties and social even-
ings for the teenagers are organized
by the directors.

We urge our readers to send
their reports, photographs, news
items to:

The Editor, INDIAN RECORD,
504:Scott Bldg. - 272 Main,
Winnipeg 1, Man.

April Issue Deadline: March 25

Ancient Rock Ard Found In Manitoba

Intriguing Indian rock paintings
produced hundreds of years ago are
to be found on vertical rock faces
at numerous locations in eastern
and northern Manitoba.

Locations of these paintings, the
materials used to paint them, along
with other absorbing information is
included in a new 32-page booklet—
“Stone Age Paintings” - prepared
for publication by the conservation
section of the Manitoba Department
of Mines and Natural Resources.

Hon. Sterling Lyon, Q.C., re-
sources minister, reports that the
booklet was writien by artist Sel-
wyn Dewdney, a well-known Cana-
dian authority on “aboriginal petro-

graphs” as the paintings are called.

Field work for the booklet was
done during the past two summers
by Mr. Dewdney with help from the
department and other interested
sponsors. It contains more than a
dozen reproductions of the paintings
which depict everything from bird
forms to human figures, along with
supernatural figures and a “bird-
man."

The paintings described in the
booklet appear in the woodlands of
the Canadian Shield, which extends
in a band across the eastern and
northern part of Manitoba. They are
usually found on vertical rock faces
close enough to water to have been

painted from a canoe or from a
convenient foothold near the water’s
edge.

The colors range from a rusty
orange to a dull brick red. The pig-
ment is known to be red ochre — a
loose term for any natural clay or
mineral containing a high concentra-
tion of any hydrous iron oxide.

Mr. Lyon said that the booklet
will be distributed to libraries across
Canada and to libraries and schools
in Manitoba as requested.

It will also be available, in limited
quantity, to interested adults who
write for it. The address is: The
Parks Branch, 802 Norquay Bldg,
Winnipeg.
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