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trouble later. These can be found 
and helped if the mother comes 10 
see a nurse or doctor a short lime 
after the birth ot her baby. How. 
ever, this Is something very few 
Indian women seem to do. All doc· 
tors and nul"SC!s repor t Ihe same 
thing. They cannot gel Indian 
mothers to come back arIel' having 
a baby tor a check. The woman her· 
seH may not know she has been 
hUI't. She may Just feel a lil tle tired. 
S he may not notice anything at all 
until the next time s he gets preg­
nant. T he only way to be sUZ'C is to 
sec a doctor and It Is very likely 
many lndian women suffer need­
lessly because they do not. This 
cou ld be one way In which indian 
women a re weakened. 

OF 1.:,\TUlAS nABl ES 

When we look at how old Ind ians 
a l'C when they die the first thing 
we see is that every year nearly a 
quarter or more of all the Indians 
who died that year were babies not 
yet one year old. This is very sta rt· 
ling. There arc "cr·y few places in 
the world where this happens now. 
Why is it stili happening among 
Ca nadian Indians? 

H just as many Indian babies died 
as amongst other Canadia n babies 

would not be very many more 
I ndians dying tha n amongst all 
Canad ians. I r six out of scven ty. 
eigh t Canadia ns who die each yeat· 
a re babies, scven ty·two m·e over one 
year Old. If twenty·five of every 
hundred Indians dying arc babies, 
then scventy·fi ve m ust be over one 
yea r old, only three mOl"C. The big 
dlfrerencc is In thc number· ot 
babies under one yea r oi age who 
die. If only eight oul of everyone 
hundred Canadians who d ie are 
under one year old why should 
twenty·five of every hundred In. 
dians who d ie be babies less than a 
year old ? What makes th is differ. 
ence in the same coun try? 

l( you take this a step Curther 
and CUI out the Indian babies who 
die before they iH"C two years old, 
you will fi nd that fewer Indians over 
two years old die each year than out 
o[ the same number of a ll Cana. 
dians. The !lrst two yea r·s or li fe 
are by far the most dangerous yea rs 
for· Indians, much mor"C dangerous 
than for othe r Canadians. Is this not 
something 10 think about? 

What SOI·1 of things kill lndian 
babies like this? The worst killers 
are "colds and pne umonia". Onc 
th ird of all the Ind ian babies that 
die each year die lrom catching cold 
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and getting pneumonia. Twelve 
times as many Jndlan babies die 
that way each year than amongst 
the same number' of a ll Canadian 
babies, Anothcr· third of a ll the In· 
dian babies that d ie each year die 
f rom lhe infections newly bom 
babies get when home care Is not 
good enough . Dial·rhea kills another 
thirteen 01· fourteen ou t or every 
hundred Indian babies who die every 
year. These three causes alone, all 
pointing to poor home care, kill 
eighty in every hundred Indian 
babies who die in one year. 

\Vhat about the ot her twen ty? 
S ix of them are killed in accidents. 
More Indian babies are killed in ac· 
cidents than d ie of measles a nd 
whooping cough and measles alone 
is twenty·six t imes more [a tal to 
Jndian babies than it is to a ll 
Canadian babies. 

If eighty·six out of ever·y hundr"Cd 
babies die f t·om these causes, tha t 
leaves just fourteen to die from a U 
the other many causes of death and, 
of course, there arc always some 
babies who die at birth [rom get ti ng 
hurt in being born. Th is docs not 
happen any more often to Ind ian 
babies than 10 other babies just be· 
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cause most Indian babies al"C now 
born in hospitals or under proper 
ca l"C like everyone elsc. Indian ba. 
bles do not die ot other causcs ot 
deat h any more ollen than othe r 
babies, j ust thosc ca uses listed 
above, "colds, pneumonia in1ections, 
dia rrhoea, and accidents". These are 
the things that make all the diICer, 
ence. What can be done about it ? 

We have seen that the lndian way 
ol Jlfe Is not healthy lor babies, 
young people and women. The things 
that kill Indians are things that or· 
dlnary people can and do very large· 
Iy pre"ent, things that only get 
serious when neglected or if medical 
help is not asked In time or Ii simple 
care is not taken. A great deal could 
be done to make things better by 
the Indians themselves and, if they 
should not know what to do, there 
ar-e lJoCople a round, doctors, nurses, 
Public Health Inspectors and their 
own Comm unity Health workers 
who can advlsc them. I t is suggested 
that Indians discuss these things in 
Council and sec what they can do 
about them. U they want mOI-e de· 
tails about their own community the 
gove rnment doctors and nurses can 
tell them. 

I 
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Southern Manitoba I ndian. Benefit 

University Provides Farm Training Course 
A new farm labor training course, 

joint ly sponsored by the provincial 
departments of education and ag ri· 
cultun~ and the fede ral gover nment, 
and providing basic training in rna· 
chinel'y maintenance and opera lion, 
livestock handling, weld ing and car· 
pentry, makes use of all visual 
means available. 

Low cd ucatiO!l(11 t'Cq u iremcnts for 
the course, being held at the Uni· 
versity of Manitoba's Glenlea reo 
search stations, have made teachers 
rely heavily on movies and other 
visual teaching methods. 

About half the 20 students en· 
rolled in the two·month COU I-se are 
Indians, Int roduced by the depart· 
ment of Indian affairs. T he I-eSt 
come through the nat ional employ· 
men t service. 

Along with the filmed instruction , 
about ha lf the st uden ts' time was 
s pen t in workshops learning the 
practical use of farm machinery. 

"We aim to make all the visual 
means of teaching available," said 
J oe Lafrance, of the Manitoba de· 
partment of agriculture, adding that 
entrance requirements for the 

course were grade 8 schooling 01' the 
third level in the provincial "basic 
training for skill development" 
course. 

"We will have to s tudy the results 
of the people taking the course 
after they have taken jobs on the 
farms," Mr. Lafrance said. If the 
results were satisfactory the pro· 
gram, said to be the first of its kind 
in Canada, will be enlarged to ta ke 
in more student s. 

J ack Ferguson o f the provincial 
education department's vocational 
branch, has hopes fo r the course as 
a means of training Indians from 
nor thern Mani toba for real ways of 
employment. 

Indians from the north a l-e first 
sen t to N inette, Man., where they 
take a three to slx·week orientation 
course to help them become used to 
a diH erent way of liJe before going 
on to take vocational courses. 

The farm labor training cou rse 
was ideal, he said, because no high 
education standard is required. 
"T hel-e Is tremendous potential in 
these people," Mr, Ferg uson sa id, 

Northe rners Study To Improve Prices 

Eskimos Learn Fur-Grading 
Fi.fteen Eskimo trappers f!'Om 

Eastern Arctic settlements flew in· 
to Churchill, Manitoba on February 
7th, to attend a three· week course 
in fur grading and co·operative 
development. The course is spon· 
sored by the Department of North· 
ern Affairs and National Resources. 

'-n distant sealemen ts, a member 
of the local Eskimo co·operative 
buys fu rs direct ly from the trappers. 
Too often he handles the responsi· 
bili ty by paying a fl a t rate ($8) for 
pelts that may sell at fur auctions 
in the sou th from 82 to $20. A basic 
u nderstanding of fur g rading will 
guarantee faire l' pI'ices to the trap· 
pel'S, and to the co·opel'atives from 
sale in sou thern Canada. 

The annual value of furs pl'oduced 
in the Canadian Arctic averages 
S6OO,OOO. The figure could go hig her 
with im proved handlin~ and trap· 
ping methods. High quality furs can 
be damaged beyond repair by g l'Case 
and stain. Furs that are not prime 
have little value. T rappers will be 
warned not to set out t l'aps until 
the wh ite fox l>ell is fully pl' ime 
w ith a dense white under· fur and a 
complete covel'ing of gllardlwir. 
Seal skins should be rendered frep 
or fat, washed in wa rm water and 
soap, and treated in a saline sol u· 

tlon to brighten the sheen. Three 
hundred and fifty white fox pelts 
and a number of seal skins will be 
used in the fu r.grading courses. 

Esk imo delegates 10 the course 
were chosen by their local co·oper· 
a tives, and come from setl lements 
as fa r north as Grise Fjord, 4,000 
air·miles north of Montreal. 

T wenty Eskimo co·operatives are 
now active in Arctic communities. 

Oblate 
BC 

Native 
Honored In 

Rev. Mal'vi n Fox, OMI, the first 
fu ll·blooded Indian to become a 
membe l' of the Oblate Fathers, was 
honored at a special meeting of the 
Catho!!c Indian Study and Leader· 
shi p Club in Vancouver last month. 

Fathel' Fox, a member of the 
Blood tribe in southern Alberta, had 
been conducting a mission among 
the Cowichan Ind ians a t Duncan 
during the p r e v i 0 u s week and 
s topped off in Vancouver, on his 
way home to Alberta, \0 meet with 
young Indian leaders there. 

The 30·year·old Oblate Father was 
ordained in 1963 and works as a 
m issionary on his home reserve. 

"but because they lack education 
th rough circumstances, they cannot 
compete in the labor market," 

Rehabilitation 
Counsellor 
Appointed 

The Manitoba government, in an 
effort to aid people of Indian descent 
who have an alcohol problem, ap· 
pointed Ea rl Duncan, 37, as a reha· 
bilitation counsellor for the Alco· 
holism Foundat ion of Ma nitoba. 

AnnounCing the December ap· 
pointment, Hon. C, H . Wi tney, min· 
is ter of health, said that it came as 
a result of g rowing provincial con· 
cern, and the concern of Indian 
people themselves, to do somethi ng 
about the problem. 

OC non· Treaty Indian background 
himself, Mr. Duncan was born in 
Fort Frances and raised in Port 
Arthu r. but has lived in Man itoba 
for the past six years. 

He joined the foundation staff fol· 
lowing almost three years as a cou rt 
worker for the Indian and Metis 
Friendship Centre, Winnipeg. For 
the past year he has conducted an 
alcohol education program as part 
of the centre's activity. 

In addit ion, he has devOied prac· 
tically every weekend in the past 
s ix months to vis iting reserves and 
Indian communities t a I kin g to 
groups, families, and individuals 
about the problem of alcoholism and 
the steps that can be taken to over· 
come iI. 

H is new job with the foundation 
operates along s im ilar lines. He 
maintains a n office at the founda· 
tion headquarters, 124 Nassau St., 
but spends a great deal o f his t ime 
travelling about the province. 

He expects to work in co·operation 
with other agencies act ively engaged 
in work with people o[ Indian an· 
cestry. 

He also makes use of all ot he r 
rehabilitation resources, including 
Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Mr. Duncan intends to make con· 
tact with people who want to be 
helped through the five Indian and 
Metis Friendship Centres in the 
province. These are located at Bran· 
don, Swan River, The Pas, Churchill 
and W innipeg. 

Don' t 4. lo}' in n=n_in. yo". 
. "bK ,itttion t o the I N. 0 I A N 
RECORD wh. n yo" .eeei.... yo", 
bill. 

S. nd ON.E Dollor to INDIAN 
RECORD, Scott Bldg., 21 2 Moi" 
St ., Winnipeg. Mo"it obo , 
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High obo~e New York, Mohawk iron worke rs fro m Coughnowogo, ncor Montreal , 
work O n con" , uction 01 new s k ~ , c 'opc'l. 
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0 .. .llig/. 
Steel 

" I-ligh Steel," the story of a Cana· 
dian Indian whose job lakes him 
high over New York on the skeletal 
framewo rk of new skyscrapers, Is 
now being shown in theatres. This 
IS·m lnute colou r film by the Nation· 
a l FUm Board provides a personal 
glimpse Into the l iCe of a you ng 
Mohawk Indian from Caughnawaga 
ncar Montreal whose unusual occu­
pation has become a way of life with 
the people of his tribe. 

For [Hlren years, 34·year-old 
Harold McComber has r isked his IUe 
as an Ironworker among the high 
steel of building projects but, e\'cn 
as a ch ild, Ihe thrill of high places 
held a special fascination tor hi m. 

He J'ccn lls the tragedy of )907. 
Thl r ty·slx Indians from Caughna· 
waga were killed when the Quebec 
can tileve r bridge c rashed in to the 
St. Lawnmce. I t was predicted that 
th is would be the end of the Mohawk 
Ironworker but, in eUcct, it was the 
begi nning of a heritage. 

McComber himself met nea r death 
on the high steel but this he aecepts 
as part of the job. He comments : 
" It 's ha rd work, and some people 
say it's dangerous, but if I d idn't like 
it. I guess I wouldn't be doing It." 

Cree Girl Captivates Nightclub Circuit 
New to the American Folk Sing. 

ing scene is little Butry Salnte·Marle, 
a 23,year·old Cree Indian. The husky 
timbre of her "oice and the direct 
a l>l>eai of her protest songs, which 
s he writes herself, h ave ca l>tivated 
a udiences of the nightclub circui t 
In America's biggest cities, to an ex· 
tent where she commands up to 
$2,500 a concert and T ime magazine 
ealls her the "most intriguing young 
folk singer to emerge in many a 
moon." 

Buffy's tr ibe are members or the 
Pla l>ot Reserve in Saska tchewan. 
bu t, o rphaned as a baby, Burry wus 
adopted by a Micmac Indian couple 

a mechanic and his proofreader 
wi fe and raised in Wakefield, Mas· 
sachusetts, where with the aid of a 
Government loan she entered uni· 
versity and studied Oriental philo· 
sophy and elementary education. 

It was during summer vacations, 

spent in a t raile r on a wooded lake 
shore in the state of Maine, that 
teen·aged Buffy, wandering alone 
through the forest, first began to 
compose. S he taught he rself to play 
the gu itar "all backwards." invent· 
ing he.' own !l nge r pattems. 

When s he g l'aduated from uni· 
vers lty in 1963, an honor st udent, 
she went to Manhattan. sat in on a 
hootenanny ut a Ceenwlch Village 
folk den and was Immediately 
otrered a recording contract and 
nightclub dates. 

Buffy, who Crequently visits the 
Piapol home of her tribe, hope to 
"help correct the image o f the in· 
dian as someone who is chased 
ac ross the movie screen or s its in 
h is rocking chair watching his oil 
wells." 

And what Is the na ture of the 
songs she composes and sings? Here 
is a sample verse from one of them: 

But where in the history books Is 
the talc 

Of genocide basic to th is country's 
birth, 

Of the Iweachers who lied, 
How the Bill of Rights failed ? 

Book Reviews 
I Amerindian I 

WEST W ITH TH E W HI TE 
CH1 EFS. Ch ris tie Harris. Athene· 
urn. 1965, junior, $3.95. An Assini· 
boine gu ide goes on a perilous 
journey. 
RED FOX AND H1S CANOE. Na· 
tha nlel I3cnchley. Harper & Row, 
1964, $1.95. An " I can read" book 
fo)' the very young . 
THE WH ITE BUFFALO. J ohn O. 
Nicholson. P latt & Munk, 1965, 
junior, $1.50. A beautifully iIIus· 
trated, well· told story of a Crow 
Indian boy and a white buHalo. 
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Mory l ouise Defe nde r 

Assimilation 
A Matter 

Of Choice 

The question of I ndian assimila· 
tion into \Vestern cultu re is a matter 
of individua l choice according to the 
new directOI' of the Indian a nd Metis 
Friendship Centre of Winnipeg. 

" If an I ndian ean find a useful 
role for himself on the reservation, 
why shouldn't he stay there?" said 
l\'la l'y Louise Dcfendel' in an inte r· 
view. "On the other hand, if he finds 
a useful role outside o f the l'esenra· 
tion, he might live there." 

Miss Defender, who was raised on 
the S tanding Roek Indian Reserva· 
tion In South Dakota, doesn't believe 
in wholesale dese rtion of the reser· 
'"at ion. NOl' d~s she believe i n 
abandonment of Indian customs. 

She docs believe the answer to 
many of the Indians' J)1'Oblcms in 
modern society Is education. 

But it's no good s tarting h alf way 
through school, when Indian stu· 
dents will have difficuhy in catch· 
ing up. l\ lary Louise Dcfendel' thinks 
the 1)I'OCeSs has to s taJi at about age 
three. 

Miss Defender, 35 whose name is 
anglicized from the Sioux, Wa,A 
naksin, received her early educa· 
tion on the reservation. whel"C she 
took part in a work u 'a ining pro­
g ram. She began as a $5-a·day o Uice 
girl and soon became the executive 
secretary to the tr ibal council. 

Latel' she moved to Pierre, Sou th 
Dakota, whel"C she was a govern· 
ment law clerk and then realty 

Intriguing Indian rock paintings 
produced h undreds of years ago are 
to be found on vertical rock faces 
at numerous locations In eas tern 
and northern Manitoba. 

Locations of these paintlllgs, the 
matel'ials used to paint them, along 
with other a bsorbing in!ormation is 
included in a new 32·page booklet­
"S tone Age Paintings" - prepared 
COl' publication by the conservation 
section of the Manitoba Department 
of Mi nes and Natural Resources. 

H on, Sterling Lyon, Q.C., reo 
sources m inister, repo.'ts t hat the 
booklet was writte n by a r tiSt Sel· 
wyn Dcwdney, a well·known cana· 
dian authority on '"aboriginal petro· 
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officer in charge of admin istering 
the lands of two l"Cscrvations, 

When the U.S, department of the 
interior sponsored an executive de· 
velopment program, Miss [)(!fcndel', 
along with 35 othe l' government 
employees, wcnt to Washing ton for 
seven months. There she l"Cseal"Ched 
various departmen ts and took a 
course In pubtJc adminisu 'alion at 
George \Vashington Univel'sity. 

S he was working at the Un iversity 
of South Dakota with the dean ot 
the graduate school, when she heard 
o f the opening at the Winnipeg 
Centre. 

Miss Defender arrived in Winn i· 
I>cg last month to succeed Jean Cut· 
hand, who has martled and moved 
to Brandon, Man. 

graphs" as the paintings aJ"C called. 
Field work for the booklet was 

done during the past two s ummers 
by Mr. [)(!wdney with help [!"Om the 
de pa rtment and other interested 
sponsors. It contains more than a 
dozen re productions of the paintings 
which depict everything from bird 
fo rms to human figures, along with 
supem a tural f igUl"Cs and a "bird· 
man." 

The paintings described in the 
bookle t appear In the woodlands of 
the Canadian S hield, which extends 
in a band across the eastern a nd 
northern part o ( Manitoba. They aI"C 
usually found · on vertical rock faces 
close enough to water to have been 
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Sakimay 
Organizes 
Teen Club 

By Mrs , l eona Acoose 

A teenage club was organized by 
the Catholic Indian Leag ue (Saki · 
may Local) Jor the youngsters on 
Cowesscss and Saki may Reserves. 

It was dedd<!d by DII"Cctors tha t 
while children, as well as Indians, 
would be admitted. Several of the 
white chlldren in the area have al· 
ready joined the club, and the ven· 
ture has proved to be hig hly success· 
ful. 

The first meeti ng, held for thc 
election of officers and to plan activo 
ities for the teenage rs, was held 
February 11. 

In the teenage g l'OU]), o(ficers 
elected were; President _ Wesley 
Kaye; Vice , President - Jo· Ann 
Acoose; Secretary.Treasurer-Gw~ 
Acoosc. 

Adult directors elected, were: 
P resident _ MI's. Lon'aine Acoosc; 
Vice·President- Mrs. Leona Acoose; 
Secretary - :Mrs, Mal'le Therese 
I( aye. 

The League raises funds by hold· 
ing bingos, a uctioning home baking 
and other a ctivities. 

Bowli ng parties a nd social even· 
ings for the teenagers are organized 
by the direclol·s. 

W e urge Our rflIden to send 
their reports, photogroph$, ne .... 
item. to : 

The Edit or, INDI AN RECORD, 
504 ,$cott Bldg. - 272 Mo in, 

' W innipeg I , Mo n. 
April Issue DeG dline: Mo rch 2 5 

I)ainted from a canoe or f rom a 
convenient foot hold near the water's 
edge. 

The colors r ange f rom a rusty 
o range to a dull brick red. The pig· 
ment is known to be red ochre - a 
loose term fOl' any natural clay or 
mineral containing a h igh concentra· 
tion of any hydrous Iron oxide. 

Mr. Lyon said that the booklet 
will be diSlributed to libraries across 
Canada a nd to libraries a nd schools 
in Manitoba as requested. 

It will also be available, in limited 
q uantity, to interested adults who 
write for it. The address is: The 
Parks Branch, 802 Norquay Bldg" 
Winnipeg. 
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