


Ivlay the Giver of Gifts g ive unto you 

An ~aster that's blessed 

the whole day th rough 

And then, through the days of the springtime too, 

The ,vill to help and the courage to do, 

h heart that can sing each day anew, 

vvhether the skies are gray 

or blue ... 

May the Giver of Gifts 

give these to you . 
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''tJ~ The more a being achieves entirel:r the purp::e for WhiCh .' >~;, ;~,. , 
it is made , the more perfect it is. For example a watch if it keep 
time, a knife if it cuts well, a rifle if it insures a great accu­
racy of fire, will all fulfil l the end for which they were made . 

There is also a reason why a human being exists . It is to love 
God and in doinz so he will attain his perfection, and his happine s . 

During the Hol:r 'iJeek many epi sodes in the life of Jesus: His 
Passion, His Death, His Resurrection : gave us a good lesson on 
lcve which we should meditate often . 

It was the love of Jesus for His Father which gave Him the ( '~ ' 
strength to ac~omplish s~ perfectly His Will ; it was also His /;::;if,! ~.' 
love f?r us Wh1Ch gave H1m the cou::age to red~em us on the cross . l$~~ : 

. . There 1S no greater love than to e1ve one I S llfe !or. the one: -:: ~f':,/l- " I , A t~ 
--'~\b lo:ed. When we love somebody J we try to plec:~e hlm ln ever Jlj- \ '~~\ I Yh7 /II \'" , ~ thlng we do . To ::,lease God we must observe H1S Commandments ~ ~ ;. '\\14/ ,~ .1/, . 
,.' \~" I."'t _,_ we must do Hi s Hol y vJil1 without any human respect . FOIIOWiA\~\ .t : . .:~ 'L '\?~ ' " i 
.\ t, / fl. the e::cample. of J~sus ~re will surely realis~ the purpose of '~I ~' f..'\, ; l ., 

~\\, ' W~i, ( our Ilfe WhlCh wlll glve us the r ew, ard of Heaven . , , \~~, \\tIC, ~i,~tj 

;\:4l1!;~/ ,..,April 7, 1958. .£~c: 0 c ~'~Yl/fJ 
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\vLLCUi"lli VISIT 

Mr . Ivan Church, Assistant Ad­
ministrator carne to visit us. He 
sent us, only grade seven and six 
to the bla ckboard to do il.ri thmetic. 
He taught grade five at their 
desks. He visited also the class ­
rooms of Sister Gamache, Sister Si­
mard and Sister Beaudoin. 

Mr . J. Archer came here too. He 
examined the children's eyes . He 
is going to g ive glasses to the 
children who need them . 

Virginie Toul ejours, Gr. 7 . 

The teachers sincerely appreciat­
ed th3 first visit of the ir new As­
sistant Adninistrator as well as 
tte pr ospect of improved vision for 
their pupils. Thanks to the Depart­
ment of Lducation. Ed. 

KI S~:ES ! 

Sister Superior visited the 
cla ssrooms January 31st . She gave 
prizes f or good e. ttendanc e during 
January . bec aus e it was t re feast 
of Saint John bosco she gave each 
pupil two good sweet kisses •.. We 
were he. ppy to have some carrl y. 

Geordie Herman, 
Grade 5. 
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The La Loche Hoad p roject was 
started in February of this year, 
by the depart rn en t of Natural J:.le­
sources. The main idea of the pr o­
ject was to open an overland trail 
to buffalo Narrows~ wh i c h perhaps 
could be used ~n summer time bv 
jeeps, and horses . Als o ~ t vJas to 
make j obs f or the men in La Loche, 
so they c ould buy food for their 
families . 

<~m(~@ 
The r:1en vJe ;ei:g~~'d '~;d<fiW"c ~~'servation 

Officer Ha rold Thomn son, as they cut 
the trail sout h east t owards lVIacLean 
LHke, then east to Lynval La ke, and 
then s out h to the s ho r e of Big Peter 
~ond Lake. Fiftv miles of road had 
been cleared whe;l wet snow conditions 
forced the me n to quit on~~rch 2$ . 

1,bout th irty men from La Loche, 
helped in the pr oject . Mctthias Her­
r.1E~ n, Pierre Gun Janvier , l'.1ichel f.lon t­
grand he l ped as guides along t he way. 
Martial Hontgrand cmci Sa r,1my Herman 
d id a very ~ood job of cooking for the 
men. The s now bug which carried t~ 
men to ['.nd from work \'1as d riven by 
No r man r1'inke r of Buffa l o fJa rrows . 
Other [,len helping in the ""fork I'vere , 
ltobbie Fontaine , Jules hontgrand, Plflr­
re Marie Svlvestre, and ms.ny others 
too nunerolls to list here. The men 
worked very hard, and _. can be proud of 
the road they made . l.t is hoped ths. t 
some day it will be cleared all the 
wav t o Buffalo r;Fl rrows , and built 
better so tha t cars and trucks 1,'1ill be 



able to drive all the way to La 
Lo che . 

Don Neely. 

ISLANlJ LHS VISI T 

The ~iss es Bernadette Grima rd, 
a n::l IVla rcella Young , teachers at Ile 
a la Crosse Schoo l and Miss Dettv 
l'lldred , 1tegistered Nurse at the Hos ­
pital, " disc overed" La Loche Febru­
ary 14 . They enjoyed a pleasant 
evening a t the Hudson' s Bay house 
and visited thE- next L10rning all 
the important sites of La Loche i n -

HLDDDJG 

On Feb . 12 Caroline Montgrand be­
came the bride of Jonas Montgrand . 
Father B. lIIathieu bl essed their ::>ro­
mises and of fe red Holy Ivlass . 

There was a dance in the evening . 
1,.[e child ren vlere happy to look a t 
the danc e. The bride and g r oom a r e 
from Island Lake . I vlish t hey live 
happy forever . 

Jean Janvier , Gr . 6. 

WBDDI NG bELLS and BELLBS 

c luding the kennel. One of their Easter Monday \vedd ing bell s peale d 
wishes materiali ~ed when Father loud and De rry for a t ri ple wedding 
Geo r g e Hupe , 0 . l •• l ., gave them a ce remony . !!For better or for worse 
dog-s le i gh ride . until death do us part ". Cour onne 

Snow flurries ret a rded their de - Toulejour 2. nd 1ugene Janvie r, l\'Ionique 
parture for an hour and vve hoped Janvier and l\Iic he l Necroche, Alice 
t he y didn ' t miss the important 13eau- Fontaine and II'iarcel Lemaigre mutuall y 
val meeting . Can it be that what plDmised fidel ity. 
was missed in the Beauti f ul Valle v After ble ss i ng thei r vows Heverend 
was compensated in La Loche ? "B. Mathieu, O . rI . ~ . ,offered a nuptial 

From t h i s venture north the Great Mass . 
Po rtc.;ge Teachers s urmise tha t the h ll day t he newly \Jeds r ec eived 
next Churchill sub-local mee ting co~ gratulations and best wishes from 
could be held in La Loche . It appearsre~ .. atives and friends . In the even­
the c onditions are go od for charter- inc a dcmc e topped the rejoic ings . 
ing Meadow Lake Airways. .. Ii ortunatel y a kodak recorded for 

Just Teasin . 
posteri t y this memora ble event. 
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' ilien on Feb . 21 the ga i l plane 
true to its winter schedule of t~o 
days late, zoomed over La Loche, 
l~ttle did the l"lission pe rsonnel 
sus pect the great surpris e awaiting 
:i t a nd the po pulation . :Ihich diS­
tinguished guest alighted? None 
other but our devoted Bishop Ut . 
Reverend Paul DunlOuchel, O. H. I . D .. :o. 

\1Vl))7 .4 ' '\J r.tJ! li~ ~¥ 1A X~ 'if . ?!J1lfJLtlY:Jl e;:.p jj fldJ A'~~ 
Mocc a sin telegram soon info r med the 
haralet and surprise cleared the way 
for joy. 

His Excellency occupi ed a prie­
dieu in the sanctuary for the Lenten 
evening service . On Saturday at 
7.30 ii . H. he offered Holy Hass as­
sisted by the Hev . Fathers B. Math i eu 
and Geor~ e Hupe , O. M.I. 

After attending to business and 
bringing comfort and encouragemf>.n t 
t o his ElissionariE s am flo ck our 
good Bishbp l eft Feb . 22 aboard a 
char t ered pl ane . His short stay of 
one day i s now treasured amo ng the 
pleasant memor ies of 1958 . 

1 . v'litness . 

TOO ~) H OHT VI31 T! 

In the afternoon of Feb . 22 we were 
happy t o greet our forme r Pastor, 
Rev . Father J . Bourbonnais , O. M. I. 
He came by plane to f e t His Exce l len­
cy Bishop DW:1ouche l. His stay was 
very sho r t but we en j oyed seeing him . 
Ple ase come E'. ga in, Fclther, a no. stay 
longer! Pascal Jdnvier , Gr . 7. 



HOTHt;R LJI.FuhC.c., VI8:LTS 
On Harch 5, Mother d . Laforce 

and Sister J . Laporte arrived to 
visit the Sisters . 

Ivlarch 7th they visited the class­
rooms. Mothe r gave us a medal and 
a balloon. She t old us not miss 
school from now until t llli end of 
June . She likes us because she vms 
very klnd to us. Mother Laforce 
and Siste r LF).porte left on March 11 . 

Couronne Lenaigre , Gr. 5. 

ON THE lI.IR 

Rev. Father E. Rheaume, 0.1,l.1. of 
Edmonton carre here t o record some 
singing because he wanted the La Lo­
che people to be " on the airt! too . 
(Indian ltelig i ous Prograr~ over CHFA) 
We school children sang hymns in 
Chipewyan. Rev . Fathers ~" 1 . Landry, 
and B. :filathieu, O.M.1. sang the so­
los. 

Father Landry came '"'lith Father G. 
Labonte and so did Father Hheaume of 
l:;dLlOnton. vve were happy to see 
t heQ all, and t o sing . 

~braham Mo ise, Gr. 7. 

MOTGltCYCLE ZIPS OVER 
NORTH COUNTRY 

7. 

If press and radio reporters of 
large dailies and radio stations had 
been in La Loche or Buffalo Narrows on 
February 14th, Rev. B.Mathieu, O.M.I., 
wou:d certainly have rnB.de the head­
line s . 

With business t o attend in the 
northern metropolis, the weather being 
relatively mild but sunny, the Padre 
decided to motorcyc le to Buffalo Nar­
r ows. He travelled the sixty mile 
truck r oad , inclue. ing the bumps, in 
six hours over l\ilethy and Peter Pond 
Lak es. Unfortunately it is impossible 
to report the impressions and reac­
tions of the wild Life country habi­
tants but we are sure this t rip was a 
first . 

From Buffalo Narrows Father IIfIa thieu 
go t a car ride to lIe a la Crosse, and 
visited shortly in the hospitable ca­
pital . Minus his beard--which he shed 
sometime before Christmas--the Padre 
was a.mused Cit not being r ecognized by 
many of his friends. He r eturned Feb. 
17th zipping again over the north 
country. He encountered no misfortune 
but gained a sun tan plus a few sore 
spots. All in all it WciS really a me­
morable journey. 

A. Newcomer. 
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Since Janua ry the stork has paid 
at least f ourteen vi s its bringing 
ten bovs a'nd f our g irls . 
Jan. 2~ Br . !lnd Mrs . William Park : 
Sedl e y Frank: Jan . 13 . Mr . and 1virs . 
C l eme~t Janvier: Arnoid ; Jan . 25 . Mr . 
and l'irs . .1.~ dward Janvier Charles Faul; 
Feb . 7 . Mr . a nd llIr s . l'la g l oire {Janvier : 
''Jial t er Harol d ; Feb . 24 . Mr . and l"irs . 
Zehirin Herman : Conrad Haymond; Feb . 
25 . Mr . an d l'1r s . Mo i s e Janvier: ~vi l­
liam Heginald; IViar. 16 . l'Jlr . and fir s . 
Tobie Jim Montgrand : Karl ; Mar . 28 . 
rJIr . 2 nd dr s . Jean 111arie Lemaig r e : 
J ohnny Mich e1; IVIar . 29 . Hr . and Ers . 
Tob ie Le Ela igre : ROi,nie Pierre; April 
5. Mr . and ' Mrs . Jo nas ll;iontgrand: James 
h.ndrew . 

Not the least proud of their girls 
are : 
Jan . 8 . Mr . and Mr s . J onas Hennan: 
Dorine; Feb . 2 . Mr . and i'lrs . Frederick 
J a nvier: Ma rie Claire; Feb . 24 . Mr . 
a nd J."lrs . J e an l'larie Fontaine : Audry 
Eleonore; Apr . 9. Mr . and Mrs . Pierre 
Marie J ol i bois: Grac e Evangeline . 



Since January e i ghty nine pa t i ents 
have been cared for ~t the Bospital . 
Howe ver it was necessary for Mrs . 
lvionique F' iche , l'vliss 13e rnadette l'lont ­
grand and J ohn Lapri se t o spend 
sometime in St . Joseph's Hospital, 
l I e a la Crosse, where t hey have 
recovered . 

Still under treatoent there are 
IVlr s . t;dward Psrk , and bab i e s I van 
Lemaigre a nd Danny Lapr i se . 

Mrs . riosalie Janvier left Feb . 
21 and i-lrs . Alice Laprise , l"Iarch 2 ~i 
for the Sanatorium in Prince ldbert . 
~ve hope the tr eatr.1en t giv en the r e 
wi ll be short and effective . 

PkH.TiCUL AH. JUDGMLtiT 

Judy (tearfully r unning i nto the 
house ): "Mama, lVIama l God de esnTt 
Inve me l ll 

Moth8r : "0 , sur~ly He does , Judy . 
Why do you say tha t ?" 

Judy : "I tried Hi m on a da i sy . 1Y 
Sacred Hea rt Suppl ement 

May 7 , 1951 

9 . 

\lhen Sister M. Cl a ir e Gervais 
obtained a leave of a bsence and Sr . 
lVI . Hose Gosse lin accepted to substi ­
tute l i t tl e did the" dr eam that a 
transfer woeld )ccur . On returning 
from the East Sister Gervais was 
instructed to remE~ in in 11e a la 
Crosse wh:!_l e Sister Gosse l in was to 
set up per manent resid. ence in La 
Loche . 

The mi ssion staff tbE.nks very 
sincerely Si ster Gerva is for her 
past services and gl adl y welcomes 
Sister Gosse lin . They are the onl y 
tliJC cooks the ho s pi tell and mis s ion 
staffs have knovm since the Grey 
Nuns came in 1943 . 7he first has 
served fr~m 1943 to 1945 and from 
1952 to 195a and the l atter from 
1945 to 195 2. 

J esus , tel l. me what to do , 
vJhe n my childhood days are through ; 
\ilhisper thou to my poor heart , 
And thy pl &ns to me i mpart; 
Though I am yet young and weak , 
Still I i'iill t hy counsel keep ; 
Say the word and I will be , 
J esus , what you asY.: :) f me . 
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1':IUH1 SC11uUL l ii',.IS 

REldf1.1WS 

Fa ther B. 1,la t rlie u carne to E c hooJ_ 
, on Fe bruary 7 . t o give rewards to 
the schoo l children who l.vere first 
in their Grade &nd good. at 1ilO r k and 
who do not figh t with the kids . He 
alEo gave prizes to the ch i ldren 
who d i d not miss schoo l. blandine 
Berman cmd J'ean Svl vest r e d id not 
mis s schoo l verv ~uch. 

I was f i rst in gra de seven . Fa .., 
t he r gave us our re port cards ~'~ o r 
our parent s to wri te their nE~me on 
i t . 

Abraham Mo ise, Gr . 7 . 

MY VALENTI NL }~RTY 

All wee k "lve made Valentines for 
our frie nds . Dveryone made a par­
ty hat . Th8 best onE.: livo uld g e t a 
prize . The party started at l : J G. 
We played games . I like !llvlus i cal 
chairs II be s t of 211 . 11'Je laughed 
v e ry muc h when 'vve play ed II putting 
a t ail on the donkey". Afte r we 
had a ll our vale ntine s we had our 
prize cmd then 1,;,re ba d lunch. \'ve 
had a ve ry good. time . 

El s ie J anv ie r, Gr. 4 . 

1'11031:: ~JutJD .bHFUL 1'HUCKS 

Trucks carlle he r e rJanv times this 
Hinter . They brought fre ight for 
t he stores which meclnS goods for 
t h e peo pl e . \ Je -'J'F.) re ha ppy t o see 
theQ coming on the l ake . 

Sometimes we see two , t hree , 
f our , or five bla ck s~ots on the 
lclke , a nd th2t mu' ns trucks a re 
coming . Some times when ve are st il l 
in s c hoo l vV(; vrant to go and meet 
t h88 bu t we can ' t be cause t he sis ­
t ers s a v "nol! t o us . 

\vh E'm ' schoo l i s over nea ~' ly 2. 11 
t h e ch i_l dren go to the tn1 c ks . :,Je 
boys hel p to unload t he freight , 
and we g e t pa i d fo r helping the men . 

Now t hey are bringing mater i al 
so as to buil d t wo cla ssrooms . They 
brought tw-- loads . The trucks are 
c om ing ba ck aga i n fo r the last t i me 
t his ;.rear . bach time I can hardl y 
wait to see them back 6 

bbraham Mo ise , Gr. 7 

On F8 bruary 3 , at 7 0 ' c l oak , we 
all saw the lights of the first 
truck s . ~ Je we re happy f or we ha d not 
seen the trucks s ince l as t year . 
They ma ke a gOGd road . }e went to 
mee t the trucks and to he l p unload 



them . They Ie ft at midnight . 
One day they gave us a mile ride . 

We were happy and we walked back 
from the lake . It 1m3 a very good 
ride too l 

I wish the trucks would come 
every day. 

Jeun Janvier , Gr . 6 . 

The fir s t trucks came here on 
Feb . 3. We met them at 7 o ' clock 
1- .M., and we v'lent home around 11 
0 ' clock . vJhen 1tre saw the trucks 
c()ming we r an after them and we had 
a litt l e ride to the store . The 
trucks bring much flour and many 
things f or t he store . 

Las t week the trucks on the i r 
way to Buffalo Narrows go t stuck in 
the snow . Brot lwr Vachon with h i s 
tractor brought them a snow plough 
and they went back on Friday . 

Jean Sylve s tre, Gr . 5. 

THMIK YOU 

The School staff wish to express 
the i r sinc ere apprec i a tion t o the 
Al umni of St . Paul ' s School of Nurs ­
ing f or the carton of soups and co ­
coa received recent l y . Their tra­
di t i onal shipment brings cheer and 

fosters better he~lth for the 
schoo l population. 

1\1Y TInF TO l,JE~)T LA LOe HE 

11. 

I ho,d a good time with Father 
George on our trip to 'vJest La Loche 
Feb . 23 . We went by dog team . Fa ­
ther George offered Ho l y nass there . 
Some twenty- five people were ITe sent 
and many rec eived Holy Communion . 
Jtfter we had had our supper we came 
back . We were home before nine P.M. 

Jean Sylvestre, Gr . 5. 

VALENTINE PARTY 
On St . Valentine ' s Day we had a 
party . 
We made pretty hats 'with r ed hearts 
on them . 
We pl ayed many games . · \ve had lots 
of f un . 
The game I like best was the musical 
chair . 
All t he winners had priz e s. 
Sister Superio r ga ve us some candy . 
Thanks to Sister Superior and to 
our teacher. 

Florence Toulejours , 
Grade 2 . 



CAT-TRAIN five hour stop at night . They reach­
ed destination Tuesday evening cover-

The Mission "cClt - trCi.inl! got in ing eighty miles in eighteen hours. 
full swing Monday, March 24, &round The ro~ds were fo od except on the La 
4 : 00 P •. M. and headed for Buffalo l le r-L oche Lake. 
rows . What is a "cat-tra in!!? No more The welcome besto\'led at 13uffalo 
nor less than a number of sle i gh s Narrows by FCl ther Levass eur, 0 . _ '" I. , 
dra wn by a Caterpillar trClcto r . The was rnost cordial , and. very typi cal 
puryose of these Clnnual trips tr' of the Oblate Charity . It appears to 
to buffal l'l Narrows i s to bring in the be t he h igh light of the journey . 
yearly supply of food, wares; gas , We dnesday was loading day . The 
and so forth for the hospital, the sleighs were a hit overloClded this 
mi~sion and _ccasionally t he school . year because only one trip was made. 

When Brothe r Vac hon , the pilot Thursday Dorning at four the train 
and the engineer of the outfit, was left Buffalo l'j arrows and hal ted at 
interviel,Jed, all he had to say was the Little Portage unt il 7 0 T clock 
that the trip this year had t e en goodwhen it resumed its turtoise like pace 
and very o rdinary. Brother very ' · north . Five mile s out of Dillon they 
humbly stated that after ten vears left some merchandise for Fathe r 0uf-
one no l onger remarks the cl e tail s of fault, 0 . 11 . 1 . 
such journeys. He suggested however Heac h ing the La Lache Hiver they 
that Father Geoge Hupe , O . ll . ~ . , his l~aded Cl _f ifth s leigh 1;vith he.y and 
captain , coot a nd moral support, who hlt the l-'ortag e at 11 : 30 that night. 
rode the trC1in for the first time, ~s there was little or no snow on the 
may ha ve kept some record of the 1>or tCl ,? e they dec i ded to rest until 
passage . In fact he had ,. and we are six o ' clock Friday morning . 
tha nkfu: for it will g ive us some __ The p2. c e t hee t day Has snail like. 
idea of a good journey by Itcat- .in places each sleif; h h.::.d to be hauled 
train" .... separately . The eighteen miles were 

With Brother and Joe Janvier at chugged in twenty-two hours. 
the controls , . they travelled night By 10:15 Saturday morning the "cat 
and day, e x cept perhaps for a four ortrain" was hea ding along on the La 



Loche L<.;ke at the spe ed of t vvo mil e s 
per hour on second g ear . Shortly 
after they met the D. N. H. Bombardier 
which carried for the m bread, boots , 
and the portable a l tar . j, rUDo r had 
reac1:lfil Father Mathieu at hOLle tha t 
the travelers were stuck and DOEt 
pr obab l y would not arrive before Sun­
day . Being a n experienced v o yageur 
Father l\,lathieu foresaw that if t he 
news was t rue the crew wou ld a )pre ­
c i ate re - inforcements . 

The tra-:"n Has i n at 3 : 15 Saturday 
aft ernoon , March 2S . The excitement 
was n ow all 1'0 r t he boys ;,,,ho helped 
to unl oad i n a dri z zling rain . 

MY THIF TO DL ~ CK ~OINT 

One Sunday a fternoon in ~ebruary, 
Father Mathieu asked me t o f:o t o 
Elack l- olnt vii t h him . He Has g o i ng 
t o sa'y 1-12,8S fo t' the peo ple thE~re . 
'Ive harnessed fiv e do gs and we put 
our d inne r i n the sl ed . I d i d not 
,go t o Benediction that UCi" because 
'~le l ei' t at one 0 ' clock . J:t took us 
three quar t ers o f an hour to ge t 
there . lilany peopl e can; to confes ­
s i on 2,nG communion . At seven o ' ­
c l ock we carne back . it vms qui te 
cold COMi ng but I was happy to have 
go ne with Fathe r Mathieu . 

Gab r i e l Sylvestre , Gr . 4 . 

Dl~CLASbD 

Flora Jolibois died at St . Jo ­
seph's Hospi t a l, I le!C:i la Crosse , 
on Janua ry 15th . Her brother Lu­
cien and her brother--in- law Si meon 
Janvie r ,rent by dog t ean and got 
her bo dy bac k, on January 27 . 

Funeral Services Here he l d on 
t he 2t.5th . h e'T . Father b . Mathieu, 
0 . 1'1.1 . , offic i at ed . 

I-Ll . P . 

1 3 . 

}ascal J anv i e r , Gr . 7 . 

D1CLj~SED 

Isaac Ja nvie r le f t February 1 4 
fo r Ile a la C ros ~ e . He ~ot trea t ­
ment there fo r a couDle of weeks . 
He c ame back home although he was 
not much bette r . His family was 
ha:)py to ha ve him back . 

After LlE_ny d a ~!S of i l l ness he 
died Harch 27 . A 11:1as s fo r the dead 
"va s of fered on 11/larc h 31 st anci bur i a l 
followed . \Je all pr a v ed for the 
re pos e o f his s ou l- and we al l fe lt 
sorry fo r I,ll'S . Janvier and he r 
family . 

Pascal Janv i e r, Gr . 7 . 

Our since r e sympathy is ext e nd e d 
t o the bereaved famil i e s . 



14. 
CONSLRVJ.TION COl-uam 

There's money in Muskratst 

lvIany trappe rs mak e a good vear ' s 
wa ges out o f muskrats alone • . But 
some trappers aren 't getting as much 
as they should out of rats . This is 
especially true of the part time 
t rappe r who would like to make a few 
extra do llars . 

lvIan y t rappers mis s out becaus e 
they cannot c atch rats . Lv en mor e 
fa il to C'la ke top money becaus e they 
don't skin and stretch their pel ts 
properly . 

In this art ic l e I am going to 
d eal wi t L cal'in£ fo r the pelts , be­
cause this i s one of "'Ghe most com­
mon faults of the t ra .,pe rs in this 
area . I f a rat is c au _"ht while in 
a prime condition, and is properly 
pelted, It wi ll bring several times 
as Il1UC h as an avera: ' 8 pe lt . During 
the pa st few years , pr ices for top 
pelts h.s.ve been as high as t vlTO , or 
ev en three d ol l ors . On the other 
hand if a rat is under pri r.le o r ove r 
prime, or lS not ~ ) el ted properly, 
the pe 1 t may bring as 1 i t tle a s 
fifteen cen t s . 

If a large number of top grade 
pelts a r e to be har vest ed the trap-

pe rs must be willing to get out dur­
ing winter, for this is wh en the musk­
rat pelt will be fully prime , and 
undama ge d . j~fte r t he ic e goe s in the 
spring the rna t:Lng season begins, and 
ma n y of the pe l t swill be da rr.a g e d in 
fight ing . 

Seve ral othe r th i ngs wil l l owe r 
the v alue of thep:; 1 t , one of the se 
is Greas e-Burn . If too muc h fat is 
left on the pelt, it starts to spoil, 
and burn through tiE s kin . This 
loosens the ha ir, [md. Cb.US e s it to 
fa ll out when t he :)e lt is tanned . 
Th is c onditi on can only be avoided 
by s craping the pelt t ho r oughly, 
l e aving little o r no fat. 

Taint is anothe r th::"ng t o be care ­
ful of, j_ n caring for your pelts . 
Ta lnt is caused by the r o tting o f 
any f l e s h , or ti ssue left on the pelt . 
\.Jhen a tainted pe l t is tanned the 
f ur will probably falloff . 
Tainted pelts are ev en worse than 
grease burned })el ts, because if the y 
a r e f> Eld:ed in Hi t h gClo d pelts, the 
ta int lvi ll spread through the who l e 
shipment . The only w'J.Y to avoid 
talnt ed pelts is to d r~r the pelts 
thoroughly before pac k ing, a nd also 
d o a good job of i l essing the pelts . 

If a pe lt is d ried too quickly in 
the sun , or in a room whe 1'e the 



t emperatur e is too h i gh , the pelt 
will c rack when handl ed , and thE: 
ha i r ,vi II slip off when it's t a rmed . 
There should be pl enty o f coo l air 
around the pel t whi l e it ' s drying . 

Over-fleshing or scraping the 
pelt t oo much ex po se s t h e roots of 
the ha irs . Hhen the pelt is tanne d 
t hese poo rly anchore d ha irs lvill 
falloff . 

Old s cars cut down the g rade of 
the ~Je 1 t, but there is not r:1uch the 
tra pper can do a bout theu , except 
try to keep the musi:~ rat ua rs he s 
tr1. pped dO"lfm so the rat s are not 
fi ght ing f o r food . 

Over·- stretching cut s down the 
g rade of the pelt . Rat s should be 
stretched at close their normal 
size . ln f act unde r- stretching is 
better than over- stretching . 

Matted fur reduces the v alue of 
t he pelt . If t here is Erud or blood 
on the re lt, it sho ul c:. be washed in 
wa r m water, then hung up to d r y fo r 
t wo hours before stretching . 

110re infor mat ion on carinG for 
mus krats can be o b tained f row any 
off i ce of the De l-'t . of l\i atl!ral He ­
sources . The Conservat i on Office r 
there will be glad to he l p . You 
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make ym: r nuskrats wor t h more mo n ey . 

Don Neel y, 
Conse rvation Officer . 

l'WHTHLRN LI FE 

I went north on ~) eDt em oer 1 8 th. 
I had nomv £!'ood times ' the re . I 
p icked crElrlberries and Vlent swimmi~g . 
I played out s ide with a l itt le tent . 
I saw a noose c'cD.cl a porcupine. I 
ate noose I:leat and rabbits . I also 
sat" atruck , afls nowbug ll and a trac -­
tor . I had a ride in a t ruck a 
snowb ug an d a pl ane . I pla yed with 
t he do~s but also visited the rab ­
bit snares. Afte r all this I came 
ba ck to La Loche . 

Bea tr =:. ce He r man . 

VJ-,Ld'.i TH1E bdlTY 
\Je had a party on Valentine Da y . 

How 'de en joyed our p:'?rty ~ vve piaved 
games , S i s ter g avE.; out t he Valent­
ines sent t o us . 

Sister Superior and Sister Gosse ­
lin vis ited al. l the classes. They 
pl ayed some g ames 'with us. ~ Je 2 r e 
alwa ys happy when "Fe he.ve a IBrty . 
Ive hope Ive Hil l have allot her one . 

Leonie Lemaig re , Gr . 7 . 



16 . 
NEWS HOTCHrOTCH 

Jan .18.- - Robby Fontaine l eft by 
Bombardier to visit his daughter 
uorothy in the P.A . 5anatortum. 
Jan.22. - - Both out on business 
since Jan . 17 Don Neely , D.~ . R . 
Officer and Charlie Kleine, H. B. C. 
Manager returned. 
Jan . 27 . -- Father George Hupe, O.M. 
I . , r e turns from a ten day in Buffa­
lo Narrows and I l e a la Cros se , wi th 
Mr . Glass, H. B. C. District Super­
visor on a routine trip to La Loche . 
Feb . 4 . Mrs . Don Nee ly and baby 
Creig who r:tad teen "out" since Jan. 
17 returned . She visited her sick 
mother in Big Hiver for a f ew davs 
while her husband accepted to bach . 
Feb . 19 . - - A.t the Hudsonfs Bay store 
an exchange of cl erks was made in 
January when Donald Thompson trans ­
ferred to Buffalo l~arro\tTs and was 
replaced here by bob Ho c;ewelde . By 
the sched plane of this d ate Colin 
McColl left La Loche bringing dO~l 
to three the bachelors at the Bay . 

ltLTURtTED HmIE 

On Jan . 17 Julien Toulejour, Cle­
men tine l':Ion t £;rand, 1::l ise Ler.J.aigre, 
and im::-:..lie bag came back on the r.J.ai 1 
plane . TLey all returned from the 
hospital in lIe a la Crosse . They 
were happy t o t e hODe. 

On Feb . 5 . j,ugustine Hontgrand 
came back f rom Buffalo Narrov!s where 
she visited her son . L~na I\Iontgrand 
a 3_so C CU·'18 back t he sane day fron :LIe 
a lEo Cros se and l:;Dilie Lemai gre from 
the San in rrince Albert . We were 
all elad at hOr:J.e to see Emi lie , afte r 
more than two years the. t she was 
away . 

Jean Janvie r, Gr . 6. 

SKAT~].JG TnlE IS OV ER 
Thi s winter we skated manv times 

Sometimes we played hockey which 
made us very happy . f.1an~T chi l dren 
know how to ska te . I am one of them . 
The Sisters tuo sometimes ska te . 
Two of t hem are very good skate r s . 
NoV! the skating season is ove r so 
liVe c an not ska te any more . 

Thanks a lot Father Geoge fo r a ll 
your trouble . 

Geordie Herr1an , Gr . 5 . 
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