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crib t o s ave our soul from the pun i s hnent inflic ted upon 

u s by t he prj_d e of our f irst parents . I,ve know how miser-

a ble we were before the coming or Jesus and also know 
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which reward is reserved to those who Hill live according to His 

teaching s . That is why the feast of Christmas is a cause of 

great joy . 

Dear hilclren , vlhen He remember the sufferings of Jesus 

for u s and. when 'Ive consider His love fo r us 'lie cannot help be-

ing thankful t o Him . The best \Val :"s to b e faithful to His 

teachin[s . 

This is mv 'Hish t o all of you , for t h e cOlling New Year . 

La Loche , SaskcS.tchewan . 

December 27 , 1957 . 



Dear Children , 

Like all other children , vou have been 
looking forward for Chri stL1as . '~ou have been 
vaiting , counting the davs be~~ore the great 
day . Why were you so anxious fo r Chr i stmas? 

U 
There are nEln" reasons that vou vrould be 

, ') ble to t ell me . You ' have nice holidavs g iving 
I~\\:::.;;:;; .. " ::::,;,;~;;;:,,, .:::::,~':.----...,;:;, . , ;;; .. " .. ;:::, <", .-- \ =: yo 1.1 plen ~ IT o!:~ tine to r lc:y : Y 01.j, re c ~ i v e ~oys 

\" ~ ' t'(~ . '\"'~ nel candles ; there are nlce decoratHHls ln you r 
~\i'rJi~.::: '.",,', . .- ,:;7:;:;;er;~·.''i\.i\(.:,; omes , school and church; everubody seer.1S to be 

V1hv 
was b orn". 
a manger , 
day , full 

so happy on Christmas Da ~T . 

all this at Christmas? Becc-:use :_t is the da v on "\\Thich Jesus 
In the church at Christmas time we see the infant Jesus in 

lying 011 thE; straw, a l ready suffE~r:i.ng . It is a very great 
of mystery . 

3 . 

Did you ever stop to th~_nk why Jesus is there as a child , suffering 
when He coul d very well have stayed in heaven \vhere He was happy? Dear 
chi l dren , it is because He loves you . He loves each anc~ evel'yone of us . 
This great love for us ~ade Him exchange heaven for this val ley of tears , 
to enable HiM to o~en the ~ates of heaven for us and teach us how to 
behave to be able to go to heaven . 'Ive h'Bnt happiness for those we love 
and He do all we can t o {'1elke them happy . J esns does the sane for us . 
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vi/hen ~rou ro to c hur c h , dea r chil d r en , and kneel n e a r t he c r i b 
do no t :lor -,"et t o tell J e sus hO\ happ:r you are for &11 He d i d for you . 
Tell Hir,l t hat you \'Ja nt t o f o l l rHv His teachi ngs the bes t yo u can , all 
t he t i rl1e , t C' [,la1< e Hi lll happy , to s how Hi r!) that you lov e Hlm a l s e . 

J esus too , \va s count i ng the d a :rs and l ook i ng f orw&r d f or Christ 
ma s . He wa s l ook in€; f or " Hi s !' Chris t ma s pr esent to o . He \lras anxiou s 
t o s e e wha t \TOU would f-: iv e Hirl1 on this r reat cla:T • Ar e you not p'o ing 
to g ive J esus a ve r ;r nice present? Ye s , I arrl sure you will . I c a n 
see i n ' '''o ur e a ver eves thctt "ou [ re 1hJ_l :~ng t o d o s o . \fu& t will be 
t h i s gift thcct vlill ' please J esus v e r :T , ve r~~ much? I t i s your he a r t , 
your l ov e , your go od- will . If on Chri s t mRs Del ;T cmd e v e ryda y o f t he 
year you a l wa vs try your v pr -: T be2t t o make J es-us hR npy, -:TOU \-Iri ll be 
ha p?y too . Ma y ;rou find happ i ness in 'Tou r da ily dut:T done t hE: bes t 
you can t o ple a se J e sus . This is my vvish f o r yo u all , clear child r en , 

I wi sh t o e.>Ctend my s inc ere wishes of a l';le rry Chri s t mas and a 
v e r y ha ppy New Yea r t o all the r e de r s , fri ends and benefa cto r s o f 
The Gr eat Porta g e . 



" . 
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DEl c e(,lb e r 1 6th .H:ev . Father L . 
ro i r1ier " O. il .L , Pr ov i ncial of the 
Ob la te :'Fa t he r s " l&.nded a't La Loc he 
fo r three days ', wi th the LL e v e r e nd 
Fa t hers an~ Bro t her .- Fat Be r Pro 
vincial ' s v isit , brcit;ght jo'y t ,o 0.'11 
those h e met " dur ing " hiS' qho rt stay . 

Sister h . Clai r e 0erva is , one of 
the f~_r s t l our Grev l!llnS to mi s si on 
in La Loche le/~"t " earl y 'i n ... De c e mber 
fo r l'Iont r ea l via ':;::le @. l a \,Cr osse 
and ~ askato o n . SiSter will ge t ,a 
well d e s ~rved rest , make h er a nnu 
al r etreat a nd visit her aEed f a -
the r . . 

Rel i evi ng her i n t he kitchen 
du r i ng De ceo b e r was S i s t e r L . n i 
vard , who l)roved as e f fi c ient as 
her predecessor . 
C, ' Howeve r the comm.unity , es pec i ally 
~)lster Itlva r d, was r10st happy to r e 
ceive reinforcenent in the pe r son 
of Sis t e r 1'1. B.os e Gos s e lin , also an 
II old t hle r " . 

In La Loche t here is n o Tl dream
ing o f a wh ite Chri straas ". For 
n early two month s a lready a thi c k 
white bla nk e t of snow p r o tects ol d 
Hoth e r J~arth a na, s :o eak s of pur i t y . 
1,.11 t he wi lde r n ess sparkles unde r 
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the touch - -( I have passed the age lI attai~ the enjoyment of His happi-
of bel i ef in elves l i ke Jack Frost) ness in heaven . 1! 
- - of the Divine hrtist . J::f one has In the silence of our eloquent 
heeded the lesson given by r,ature wilderness this prayer is often 
he has shunned all sin and awa i ts repeated by all the missionarie s 
wi th a pure he art t he coming of t he for the s ouls thev have come to 
Messiah . serve and for t he' dear ones c. t home . 

For the few dctys precedirlf: Chris t- · 
mas there is a little Nore activity . 
in the hamlet . Dog sleighs glide 
over the lake bringing in the pa
rishione r s of G&rson Lake and Wes t 
La Loche . The school pupils g i ve a 
concert tak i ng care to feature a 
nativity pl ay . Harry trappers hit 
the trail for 11oQe . ~Jor.1en like the 
world over except perhaps for cook
ing , are busy cleaning house and 
prepari ng holiday attire . The Sis-
ters see to the festive decorations 
of chapels and church and the set 
ting ul; of cribs , wh i le the Heverend 
Fathers prepare sermons and dispense 
the Sacrament s . 

Christmas Lve at Midnight is the 
culminating point when the popula
tion kneels and sings before the 
altar to offer the Holy Sac r ifice 
of the l'lass and pa r t ake of I t in 
Holy Coft1E1union . Honoring t he mys 
tery of God cmd man and of lI His 
light on ·ea r th" all beseech to 

A . Newcor1e r . 

TO \i,lEST LA LOCHE 

Sunday , December 15 , ".all reIi1ain 
a memorable day for Father Geo r ge . 
It marked his first missionary out 
ing and it was to West La Loche for 
Sunday services. He apprec i ated' 
the company of Rev . Father Math i eu 
and also his frRternal ~n itiation . 

The l'adres travelle d by dog 
sleif,h . It v.JaS the dogs I f i r st ex
cursion of the season and fo r 
Brmm i e cmd White the first t i me 
they were llRrnessed . (Young Sput
nik staved home) Need it be said the 
dogs we~e frisky t If Fathe r George 
that day got an ins i ght of wh a t is 
most import~nt to him : mi ssionary 
l i fe , he a lso got an idea of what 
a dog ' s l i fe is l i ke . 
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AT THE BAY 

In December Col:i_n Hac ColI came 
in to clerk at the store . The nore 
the merrie r ~ 

There was a new store before 
Christrl1as . The nan who opened it 
went away to Buffalo tiarrows to 
get more stuff . He is not back 
yet 1 do not know when he will be 
back . He will bring the goods by 
truck or snowbug . He he.d brought 
lots of stuff with him ~lich 

~~ /v2slff, 
, 

Four n i e r . 

Geordie Herman , Gr . 5. 

He are very happy to skClte from 
seven to eight o ' clock. Somet i mes 
the [~irls skate too . I flooded 
the rink wi th Father George from 
four () ' clock to six 0 T clock . \lJe 
are very happy when Father George 
lends us some skates . t:ven the 
little children froN Grade 1 skate . 
SONetin8s the Sisters skate too . 

J e Cl n S:T 1 "IT est r e, Gr . 5 . 



DOG BLb \JbDD~NG 

Un t he 26t h o f Uec e mb e r Cecile 
Sylvestre b e ca me the bride o f 
Ch r 'V sostor.1e Herman and Cecile 
Janvie r of l!.:d ward Lema igre . Hev . 
Fa t he r B . lVIa t h ieu, 0 . 1'1 . 1. ble s s ed 
t he i r v ows and of f e r ed Ho l y Nas s 
fo r t hem . 

I gu e ss t hey we re ha ppy on their 
we dd il~ da y . Ther e wa s a dance f or 
t hem a t La j eunes s e HaJl . The dance 
stHrt e d at 7 : 30 un til mi dnight . We 
hope t hat they 1 i v e t oge t he r hal)PY 
and have a goo d hone of t he ir own . 

Le onie Lemaig r e , Gr . 7 . 

The f.L r s t da y of 1958 He had a 
dance and everybody "'vas welcome . 
Ha phael J a nvier ano 1,10 i se .l:-tche 
pIa yed Lmsic fo r wa l t~es and e qua r e 
danc es . 

Around eleven o ' clock a l un c h \vas 
served t o e v e r yone . All r eturned 
home f i ll e d \Vi th j oy . 

vie thank t he Fathe rs ror t he 
lunch and especial ly t he bis to r who 
c ooks . 

9 . 
HU1\ lE SVJEET HOl'·TE 

9! Ue i t so humble .. . 
t he r e ' s no t) l a ce l i ke home . Il 

Back fr om the l'rin ce Al bert Sana 
t orium s i nce tJO v . 21 s t are I·1aurice 
Toule j our and £ dward J &nvier . At 
the hospital o f the " Ca pital of the 
Sol itude!! Mrs . I\ladelein e H.e naul t 
and ba bv Svlve stre have 'fou~d a cure 
and ret~rned early i n De c enber. 

Al so hOl!le fo r Chri s t n as was 
Marc elline I~ntgrand . 

CotmOLLNCL 

lYlr . an d Tir s . Jean l\1a rie il lOnt 
g rand \Ve re b e r eaved of t he ir baby , 
Carl on Hovertb er l Ot h , a f t e r a 
s ho rt illness . Bur ia l se rv i ces 
we r e held Nov . 11th d t h Rev . 
Geo r ge Hu pe ) 0 . 11. I . , of :ic iating . 
Rela t i v es and fr iE~ llds jo ined i n 
expressing~ their s ympath y t o t he 
nourning pa r ents . 
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Vie are grea tl :' honoured to 

; ublish the greetin~s re c elved 

from 0ur First P8~tor , Ri ght rlever
end ~aul ~wJouche l , O . ~ . I . ) V~car 
Apo s tolic of h. e ewa tin ) and lcever 
end II/lothe r beatrice St . Louis , 
SU ~Jerior General of the Grey ljl.Jns 
of Ilfiontreal. 

Bi shop T S Hesk, ence , 
THl:'J lhS , NRn:.toba , 
Dec . 27th, 1957 . 

~Jill vou thank all the bo :TS 

Clnd ? lr J.S ~f La Loc he for the kind 
wishes the" have asked you to send 
me . I appreciate them so muc h. 
Mav :Tour cOYltinued prayers he lp to 
see theM all realized . 

1: pra:T that the co r'ling 'Tear 
wi l l see all Tl}V Children of La Lo 
che r,row in g race and in Hisdom . 
TLis ::"8 the praye r I sav for all 
of vou . 

./ I ble S8 '.'TOU a ll and all your 
dear narents and teachers . 



The Superior General of the 
Grey l~ un s of 'I·lontreal conveys 
sincere thanks for your !Jew Year's 
g reetings . As a grateful re turn , 
she calls upon your f amil i e sand 
your stud i es God ' s choicest bless 
ings . 

Our Administrat or , Mr . T . H. 
'tJ'aug h vibi ted La Loc he , liov . 21st . 
Unfortunately s c hoo l \Vas closed a t 
the time due to tb:: epidenic o f 
ilsicm flu . Howe v e r the teacher s 
ha d a fine opportunity of talking 
shop 'Vvi th h im . He also had t irne to 
c,mf e r with 1-l.e v . Father b . I-lath ieu 
C' : •. • 1. , Se cretary of the Schoo 1 
board . But true t o northe rn tra
di t ion -- either s tranded or r ushe d - 
the plane was the n ready to take 
off and ]VIr . Waug h had p9, id a short 
visit , ye t g reatl y ap preciated . 

CHrUSTi\lhS THEE 

There was a Christmas Tree in 
the afternoo n of Decefllber 25 . The 
Chr:Lstmas tree was in the center of 
the _ s tag~ a nd lot s of present s were 

11. 
all around it . Father Geor ge gave 
out the present s to all the school 
children . lilly present \vas a pa int 
box . :;::t is a nice one . Some small 
chllcl ren had dol l s Clnd boa ts and 
balls . The children were all g l ad 
to have presents . 1Je sang carols 
for Fathe r George and the Sisters . 

Su zanne Sylve stre , Gr . 5 . 

The ~rincipal and teachers wish 
t o express their sincere apprecia
tion t o Miss Hazel Lawrence of the 
Jun ior ned Cro ss for the nume rous 
gifts sent expressly f or the Christ 
mas Tree . TvJith f: u ch a donation and 
the presents and stock i ng s r eceived 
froM the Superiors of the Grey Nuns ' 
houses i n Broc ket , Cnrds t on , (3 nd 
Lega l the children of La Loche had a 
more cheerful Chri stMas . 

Hev . i',Iother A. TrottiE' r , Rssist 
ant General of the Gre y Nunnery in 
Mont real sent a cheque to be used 
fo r t he hot l unches . This donation 
is also rreatly appreciated and 
heartfe l t than k s are extended to a 
all our bene fa c t o r s ,vho ma ke the 
sunshine brj.ghte r in La Loche . 
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CHIlJST1'vjll.S COl, CLRT 

Sunday , Decefilber 22, was th~ 
culm::...nating point of three or four 
weeks of spe~ial activity . The 
pupils of the La Loche school pre 
sented a Christmas conc ert to a 
very sympathe tic audience of par
ents and friends. 

The Grade 2 1 s of Sister G. Si
Flflrd set the {,lood by singing a 
ha ppy Helcom~ Song and reciting 
Our Christnas Nish . F0r an inter
mission Jack Svlvestre ane:. l'''Iartin 
Jolibois sang §nowfl akes and all 
were heard a gain l~ter on the pro
g r amri1e in the carol !!J~.?.JT 'l'h~ 
Shins lf 
---'---

Two Ac tion Songs were perforEled 
by Grade 1 . Six girls were sweet 
in their white costumes and g raciou s 
in action oinick i ngthe §gng of the 
Snowflakes . Twelve lively boys 
performed in Hap py Little GnoMe s . 
To this dav the ir teacher Sis t e r C. 
Beaudoin has not solved the mvstery 
of a r roup of (green or bro\,\m) . 
gnomes who &f te r a ouick and lively 
dash to the cent er of stag e retreated 
to the wings for sing ing. Oh ! 
these unpredicted events of the 
stag e ! ll.~_l the class joined la ter 
in a song ent i tled TovlaL q Town . 

Grades 3 a nd 4 diG vel'" wel l i n 
presenting thE: short Flay· Santa 



SleeJl~ Gabriel J anvier as Srmta 
Cl a us and Gabriel Svl v estre a s the 
Cl own deserve a spe~ ic.l mention . 
bis t Gr L , Ganache ! S pUllils also 
sang a carol The Hol~.2~~~!ld ~he ]v"\C . 

Coopera ting tog etht:.r Siste r Si 
mard end G[ .c o1Bche had a P;l'OUp of 
nine cowboy s , vJho l'er,tl=-~T =-ooked 
s :aa r t sin[;ing f1 f'he C;OwDQL_Song ll • 

They represent ed Loys of grades 2 
and 3 . 

The Nativity 11ay : Tl~e r e ~l?s 
One vJho Gave a Lamb VJClS r iven by 
the Seniors of Sis ter B , Leves 'JUe . 
Al l pE. r formed and sang to the bes t 
of the ir Ei.Lil i ty Emcl wi th t he .i.c 
costumes the prou d and hap)y acto r s 
seel '1ed to enjoy the l-lselves af, much 
as the audience . 

Revereltd Father tl , l1athieu, 0.l'1.1 . 
i n .r..ng l ish and Chil)ewya n , thanked 
th e teachers a nd pu pils for their 
e v ening of entertainMent . Address 
ing the pa re nt s, he urged thE: ne
cessity of c ooperating with the 
School for the education of their 
clllld ren . 

h.fter sint;ing God Sav~YJ1.e _ c2ue_en 
it co~ld De said that the Chri stmas 
ho l idays had beeun . 
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-, Ie thE.nk SiE,ter A. Gauthie r, 
Sur/erio r of Ldnonton Gene ral Hospi 
tal, for s endi ng the g i rl s s one 
hllt ting needles for they wil l learn 
how to l 'kl ke so I'le th i n s to weEtr . 

T,le aJ_so thm J~ Sister 11 . Lar:lY , 
.superio r of St . d ary! Schoo l , Card
ston ; Sister C. Fr ohl i ch , Super i or 
of Sacred He::>rt 0chool Br cl cke t; 
Sister U. La~ontagne, ~upe r i or and 
Sister J . Simard of Sacred Heart 
Convent, Lef'"al ; for sending us 

l . l · c • , • schoo_ chL_dren f;J_fts am candl es 
for Chri stna s . 

it sine t~ re t h?nk you a l so t o our 
o l d teac he r Sj_::,t 8r T . Arcand f o r 
sending us ribbons (cC'.nd i e s too) 
of very nice colors 1"lhi ch t he an 
ge l s 'Vvo re i n t he concert . 

~braham t~ ise , Gr . 7 . 

Teacher --What is the meaning o f 
engagement ? 

Bright .hlpi l - - 1 o ,?:~ . 

------~~--~------------------------- ~ 
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Mayall the season ' s 
br i .2 hte s t j oys 

And cho ic e st bl ess i ngs t oo 
Combine t o ma ke " 

this New Yea r 
A Happy One For You ! 

dAhh :i 5 :;1~JlJ!&4. .~ ? t~ f?n. 

j'.J-1tnJ..IL :?o",,,..);1; ~ ? 1rl1! ~ 

J.S I M I FLU 

Itsian l~lu s t a r t ed here on Nov . 
12 , a nd f' nded on IiO V . 25 . Schoo l 
has bee n closed ~.'o r ei ght and a 
half days . The chi ld r en have be en 
ve r ~r s lck , sone hs. cl to oe admitted 
in the hos pi t al . Not onl v the 
chi l dren had t he f l u all ~ur pa rent s 
t ook s:i_ck t oe) , i n some hom: e s the 
ent i re f amil " had t o §ta~r i n b ed 
We wer e very l ucky t o have t he Sis
t ers t o look aft e r us . Our tea ch
ers , he l pi ng t he nurse s brought us 
pi l l s and med i c i nes . One of t he 
Nurses , Sister Gaude t gave inject
i ons t o those \vho needed some . 

Now a t t he exc ept i on of Dor othy 
~ontaine who is still at 11e a la 
Cr osse ho s pi ta l a l l the pupils have 
r ec ov ered a nd are tr ~ r ing t he ir b est 
t o l)r ofi t a l CC?o of the last weeks 
of s chool before Chri s t nw.s . 



NO SHAlJOW! 

Doc tor ill . Hof i'man was in La 
Loche r·: ov. 6 to give the second 
shot of t he Salk vac cine . He re 
turned for el. rou ting v if~ i t on Ho v . 
1 8 . On Dec . 1 he \'vas Gtoard the 
lvle r c y pl ane , and made a presto 
round of the Hospita l tak i ng back 
with hiP1 to the Hosp i tal in ~_le a 
l a Cr oEse , JJorothy Fontaine a nd 
Ba bv J c.nv i e r . Flown bv 111e a do\!\T LClke 
Air · Servi ce on Dec . 22 " he I! al)peared l! 
a gain and hrs . l"l.a~cie LTcmvier left 
for trea tmen t at ~le a l a Cr osse . 
BacK on Dec . 30 . the Doctor suent 
the l ong evening in cbnsultatlons . 

The good i1I . D. usuGl.ll y arrives 
aft e r s unset and depa rt s at sun
r i s e o r is in such a rush tha. t h i s 
shadow is a rar i ty . Don ' t depend 
on it to find your dir ect i on s in 
La Loche ~ 

CONGHATULATIOF S 

Cong r a tulations to the happy 
par ents who have a br and- new boy 
or eir l ! 

Mr . and ~r s . J ohnny HenJan , 

15. 
John James , Dec . 1 8 ; llIr . a nd Mrs . 
ltlfr ed Lerflaip' e, Jinm~r h,trice , 
Dec . l A; Mr . end Mrs . ~lzear Lap r is e, 
l\'Irt t hilda fJ[ar i e , Dec . 30 . 

The sclled plcme of Dec . 4 t h flew 
Fl ora Jolibois to Ile a la Cro s se , 
for treatnent at St . Joseph ' s Hos 
jJital . J.lt the same insti t ution is 
Julien Toulejours who left aboard 
the scheel on Dec . 21 . Bes t wi she s 
to both for a speedy recove r y . 

Teacher 

'l'eache r 

Teacher 

Pu p i l - -

SOCI AL STUDILS 

lTho is the Prime Ministe r 
of Ca na da? 
! ! ! ! ! 
He wa s e l ecte d las t June 
! ! ! ! ! 
He WE< S from Prine e J\ l
be rt . ... ~ut on vo ur 
think i ng ca ps .. 

Mr . Waugh ! 
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Now thft t ol d {nan winter hEts 
turned the deep- free~e on, and the 
fisheroen are pulling their nets 
through holes i n the fro zen lakes, 
it is time to give sone thought to 
the selling of these f ish . 

COr!lfJle rC ial fishinG in baska t
chewan is a million dollE, r business 
and thousands of peopl e make at 
least .lJCtr t of t he ir liv i ng f r om it . 
The better the l!lElrket is for these 
fish, the better will be their 
living . In the l),ast few years 
step'" have been taken to nave a 
better market for fish . '1'hi s hfts 
teen done throu£:~h better laws , to 
contro l the hand ling of fish , and 
~or making fi::' h packing and fillet 
lng plan ts cl e ane r . 1110re people 
are now euting l'ish bccam.:e t he 
fish they buy are bette r to eat . 

But ail tl~i::: can be chc n g ed 
jus t b ;, sell.:i_ng poo r fish . The 
fisher~an himself can e ith er keep 
the rllarket EJ od , or let ~_t get 
bad just by t he f ish he sells . 

Fish should be treated , and 
handled, as food . They should 
be carefully d r es s ed , the insides 
should be taken out and scraped 
wi th a spoon, and the g ills shou l d 
be taken out . Fish tubs shoul d he 
washed and ke p t clean , and the 
fi sh shou l d not be le ft on the 
g r ound vlhe r8 thev will rret di rt y , 
and the do g s miEht chew them . 

VJhen fish i ng in suruner) the fish 
shoul d be kept cool , E:.nd out of the 
sun . Thev shoul d be so ld 8. s so on 8.S 

possible after t hey are caught . In 
winter they should be frozen, un
less they are t " be so ld fresh . 
Lven the~ if they are not picked up 
in a few davs the v should be f r o z en . 

The r,la i n "' th ing ' to rerrember iihen 
caring for fish , :Ls tha t they are 
food for peopl~and should be kept 
clE,an , and free frma spoilage . It 
is up to tl18 fishE~rll1an to sell g ood 
lis h if hE~ want s more mone:' for h is 
fish . 

Don Nee l y , 
Conservati on Officer . 
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