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We g r at efully dedicRte this i ssue of the Great Portage. 
------ _. 



2 ~~:;. 
iA /<';~ . 
I ,,'. /j;/~~'0 i/~/' ... < Tine is . passin&, but it often l~aves beh,ind it 
\ \~/2(/(~:.A&! ·' r:lany ne raon_es. the t can. never be efla~ed . Such . 
\ '/ . )'\:::/ , lS the case , lE the rnnckly pa s sed Sl:;C ye c:-; rs of 

:%1
\/ .f / :i\ .. / dear . Fathe r BourboEnc.:_s as p : stor of L.8: Loche 

/ I( ,(, .~:~ \( chu r::h . . . 
I "'--Ii \ I ~ ~ t l S true , these yE~P rs h ' ve 1x ss e d lnto eter-

1\ \ .1 \ ni ty, but SOL.le of the g n :C1 t and m;r:1erous "\Ivo rks Cl C - . 

1'\ ,/ (. c onpli s he d by h i n , who took such a vital inten-' st 
I ) \ \ in t he La Loc!?e o. ls trict , Hill c.c lw2Ys Stl n O. out as a 
,- , I I : [1onuuent t o hl.s nenory . 

'11 I~) :in 1'/Iarch 1 9 50 , Hev . Fc). thel~ 13ourbonra i s took c. -"",.- I J ;' bC)de here s t La Loche . Since then he has been for 
I,f'" / />~:{, every nen~) e r of the pa l' ish , an ever acces~:l_ble an~ 

i 'j' . ./ _/ ;:'1 Fctt her , who \Vas lnterestecl In all the n e eds of the s ouls 

l ! ..... '-, /t~r) understandlng c ouns e llor, a dev oted ann f en thful frleno. 
1 ..• ·'.'/ .. / . ,.; ,/ .:::.\ ~hoE1 no cOlaplJ_cc< ~ed si tUCl tic?n ever too k unaware, a re2.1 

:~ r . / // f :;:~~ mfided t o hin • 
.. ' ~ i"A' 1;' ~~{) " To ElaNe a long story short , let us but ment~on the 
\ .. \\ 1. ~./1 / '7 .. ' ." / .. ;: .•.. ;.~.'.:.~ .. ' ...... th~ g r e C1t es t of 8~1 his acc onplishnent , the build-: .... '\/ "-/.:1/ >J1!):ut·,\ lng , of a be cllitl :t: ul new ch~rch , whose steeple 
\' I _-~,:_L' -- r'<J-:&i;('<~'" pOlnts to all the Catho llcs of La Loche , the 

'-\J~?;'!A-~~;?Hir i:::~~:~~h lm:~~~~~~t~~~ aHf;r~:Et:~:i~~~~ 
his utmost to promote the adv~nc ement of the 

school f or trw g erH. j~21 benefl t. Clnd happines s of a ll 
t he pupil s . 

He was secreta r y of the school boa rd dur~ng nll his stay h 8r8 . He has 
greatly encour2,ge d t he printing and perfe cting' of the ffGreat Porta[ e ll , the 
school journa l. . 



. ' 

To facilitate the g iving of little prograns and regular conc erts , 3 
he made a useful adJition to the Lajeunesse Hall . 

I, God bless FatlH:: r Bourbonm-ds for the Ercmd vmrk he leaves behind in 
leaving us for his new field of action, Il~ R 1a Crosse t We know he still 
l oves and thinks of us very frequently . His o eQory will novur ~nJe froQ 
ours . 

oun NUl PJ,STOR . 

Rev . Father Mathieu has been e l ected to succeed Re v . Fr . Bourbonnais 
as director of the La Loche mission . To hiM we extend our warrwst congra­
tulations. Fa thf,r H(~th ieu has spent the last six years at La Loche , and 
is known by all as an understandinp; missionnary . Always he worked with 

' zeal and we Rr e sure tha t under his management, this missio n will continue 
its march on the road t o progress . Hay God bless and keep him with us and 
give him many joys and consolations . 

OTHEH CHMiI Gm3. 

On June the 7th ., Rl;V . Father L. L2..vigueur, forr;jE~r rnissionnary at Le 
Pas , Man . , was welcoDed to La Loche . hs usual , this new arrival Eleant a 
departure; that of Hev . Fr . Cleoent who so generously spent hioself here 
during the last two months . Grateful prayers accoDpanied hi6 to his new 
fi 81d of la~or : Buffalo Narrows . 

1'·10DIFICJ;TIONS HilD£ TO HOLY VBEK . 

We had a surprise during thf? week before Easter .. . On Holy Thursday, \,fire 
had the mass at five o ' clock in theafternoon, about t he same hour that 
Jesus insti tut E?d the Holy Eucharist ..•• . On Good Friday we hall the nass at 
three o ' clock , hour at which Jesus died on the cross . On Holy Saturday, 
we had the Dass at 9 o ' clock at night . This was a great change for us , be­
cause we a l ways til l now went to me: ss only in the f orenoon . ( cont ' d on p . 5) 
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/ .(, , :.- ~ - "~(,;. . \>! . ' '\j' "", ;;, . '~" ,-', hr ' .:Pt'! ' . .. '. '7 
"; \. .. / '/ .(, ( ~. '. '. ,)~t- C\,;"~ r~-r . HOi It; LBj, VB . 
\ '\ ') \ ~,,5.Z:;:-" ~~~, .~;~~ \~)f) While Sr . \[~tber vv~~ away to 
", .. \ ... ~~(;: 1"'(_'/ \ >-~. l"l?ntreal vve hl1d ~, r . Jl . l{ lvard here 

....... .. ! ". \}I "\ >-'1-... -- . i.'Vl th us. She s tayed for tHO r.lOnths 
,_,,' >~-._,. " /~'~'J /1/ and has now returned t o her post , at 

/ _ ,~ l-L-<~. ,,?':,l~:( _/ ., j~! __ ~ ,I., 11e a la Crosse . ~/e thank Sr . It lvard 
/' /'7;.":~1· i 1 ,. \, J~ ,i-, ".~ fo r t!18 work she ,dJ.d for us: 
, i " : :~! \ \ \ \ if "'-.~;-").,. "", ' n\ ;\,' vi e 1.W 1 c one ~)l~ . , ,'] ebb e r . 0(1 c!5 hone 
"\ ... : .. ' ._, ' ) /~ \~y~; ~':;'J/'- " 4~ . \ .;T) and w~ wish s~ccess and JOY ln her 

, ,I /.:<. ",. ... ~~..:{/ / t .. . 1/,,' '< ~ \ work In our r1ldst . 
, ! " . ...1- / , . ..... ..-',/ ' .. . C l' H rman ' •• /" 1 _ r,,<~---• .:.:::. .. / . . , , e lna e. • 
" d "r k~~t=--.'-~-~l-,~~~ ----- .. - On 1\1av the 14th . at t.he Holy 

/\ ~~ \y ~ /'N' ·· .·" " Fanily Hospita l in P:r: ince 1I.1be rt, 
. {-:-.., '7 _:"'_-''. ''"2\'.- ... . ( ' . cane Nancy to be the J OY of 112.rk and 

/f~~':.~:::./'?V ~l" C~.:: Lr1i~y Lenaigre . As her r:1other ~s fol -
/ ,/ ~/ t.r~i&.L J I \ ~~£" • l ?wlng trE~(ltr.1Cnt ~t t he Sc,natorluD , 
', . - ' ''::':' .:::'''f> '~;¥ :~~ 1:, b;gt~.,~_ . . .. " l ltt l e Nancy was flown to La Lo che on 

~~ -. .. -~ . . June 2nd . , t o be c onfided t o the care 
/_1_. of her g randp2 rents , Hr . 8~ llIrs . Hax i me 

Lemaigre . We h~h~r @oth~ r wil l soon recover t o be able to CONe back t o 
take c~re of hbr loving child . 

S inc e the last Great Portn,f:'E; was printed., seventy- four persons have 
been c e red for at the hospital . 

Fred Fontaine fror:l Cl e& r VIa ter Hi v e r, came i n havinr a two week old 
infected cut on his hand . Althouf h very c ontr2ried b y Doctor ' s orders t o 
remb in in hospital , he le ft after fi ve dpv2 of t~eatnent, his hand b e ing 

(c ont'd on pape12 
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'\ The part which I liked best VIae where everyboby lit their candle, 

while the electric lights were out . The mass lasted about two hours as 
there were so many to make their Easter duties. We had a very nice Holy 
Week . 

Alfred Janvier . 

SAY IT WITH FLOVlERS 

How thoughtful of Mrs . Michaud to send us for Easter, a beautiful 
plant , a giant double petunia , all in bloom . As I help Sister at the 
church , I was proud to put this lovely plant at the feet of Our Lady . 

Many thanks , dear Mrs . llilichaud . May God keep you and bless you for 
your generosity . 

Celine Janvier . 

oun FIHST B()J T hj~DE . 

Last Sunday , June 13th ., \iliat a surprise we had when we heard Father 
Mathieu call : l! All aboard ~ for a boat ride l" 

1ighteen of us jumped in the big bc.ll~ge . \rle vfent to and fro on the 
calm lake , but as some had , been late and ,were wait~ng on the shore,Father 
went back to get ther~ . We w~re then thirtv- fi ve . Hev. Father Lavigueur 
gave peanuts to all . We felt quite happy' f or we love 'boat rides . 

Thanks , kind Fathers , ~or your devotedness l 
Geordie Herman . 

Nl::U CHURCH A7 'VJEST Lil. LOCHE . 

At the site of the verv first H. B. C. Post at West La Loche , a new 
church is go i ng to be built : 

On June 14th ., Rev . Fr .' Lavigueur, Brother Vachon and three helpers 
started to work . We hope that when it is completed we will have the pr ~ 
vilege ' of witnessing its solemn blessing . ' 
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~~J4;:i)~j~ '~r"A§'. 
\';~~~{;:~}~~~L \:d::gb:l~S ;angL~err: ~::aster Mon-

/i;j::L~-,·tT1}'j;~·?~ ") /~W~r day, lipri~ 2nd~, when .El~zabeth Herman beca ­
r /~z;u/~'.ir g1'/K" "'" ':·'.~~~,/~~:e L18 ~he br~d8 ~ l J eart ~Ilarle Mont~rand . Both 
\'-L-..:::-.. ", .. ).~. ::i%g ... . >< .. I{).A: ... ~ ... ,:;.:, ./!; .. >--., ,,",,,-q • . :<::, _) ,1 ~.'~:s\ promlsed~' ldel~ ty t o each. other In t he presen-...... " .. _ c;"';,~ '\)-tL ('.d1 ~ / .:Y- / f.J~ ce of ~h(nr ~rHmds who v'llshed them many 

/;'/\~;1ltr " "':'0.. ~.' ~... / - V yea rs 01 happlness . 
~'/~)f:«( · '·\'i t : . .>;'·/ " <'I1Ji;;~ On th~ sarno ~ay ., Del phine LeLlaigre Wive her 
"-/&.J~,,::)t<ik ___ ---'?~~'1 hand to Benol t Ler,1algre . Rev . Fr . Bourbonnals bles-
~~~tiPt:£:L(L~~'4\ s~d the two co~ples c:fter wh i~ h h~ celebrC1ted the nup-
~;S\~\ t lal r.1~~S , durlng w}llch a chOl r o r volunteers sang 
, ...;/' .. ," . ./ approprlate hymns . 

" _._ , Many relati ons and fri ends shared the wedd ing f esti -
_'. lt~r'~'>',,,,,-- vi ties ~ The cOG1muni ty hall Has the site of ev e ning 's 

~~'~ : ~0{~~; c ~ danclng and fun. 

i
~· '\~ { . <.:-;- .; >''' ~~\. - .h t hird marriage cereL1<my was h e l d on May 28th . 

r -' . '-:;'?;' l \ 'J~:::::::r ' ,\ ""Z.\;r ha t morning, Rita Herman becc:nw the bride of C~rprien 
'(. ~x'''\ :~SJ;\·· ·;-: Janv,ier . Rev . ' Fr. Clement officiated at the special 
J:' '-.~ \-'* . .':-t. ~,. mass. The wedding dance t ool: place ~t the c ommunity 

to'; ~~: \. On June the 19th ., J osephine Lema i g r e Qarried 
If'\. '''''' .. '. hall • .. 

~\~ ' I), ~. Daniel Hermcln . Jose phine left a few da.ys after the 
-;~'f;1 . ' wedding with her "bes t half", for the.if hOQe at Garson 
~ Lake '. 

Congratul ~t i ons and best wishes to all these 
happy Qarried couples . 

Marcelline Ha ina ult . 

g-O-O- O-O- O-O- O- O 



THEft TY P i.RTY . 

June 14th . was the day for the annual payrnent 
the Indians of our district . 

'7 

of the treaty money to 

Treaty time is always a rJerry time , a1'3 the "Party" uses our 
We then have an extra holiday . 

i 
classroom.: 

The T. B. Survey was also nade , and from v"hat v"e can see, many were 
kept busy throughout the eveninc till 10 P.N. and the whole forenoon of 
June 15th . 

Due to unfavorclble weather, the Treaty Party v'laS 

In the evening, it was flmm t o Clear Lake to perforn 

LiI.ST FLASH . 

de laved till Saturd~ 
the sar!1e duties t her~.> 
Marguerite Syl ves en , 

Sr . L. Garnache and Mr . N. L. Stasuik boarded the plane for Prince Alb e ~t 
as soon as school closed . We wi1'3h Sister, success in her University c ourse 
and pleasant holidays t o Mr . Stasuik .. 

AT WOaK AND PLAY . 

Our fathers and big brothers spent the long winter season at diffp~f·. · 
points in the North . They made U1'3 a hurried vis~t at Easter time, but 30.;­

again all returned for the busy betver and rat seFson ahead . Most of thl ~ 
rernained on the trap line till the end of 1lt1ay . ~lfe gladly welcomed oU i.~ 
friends again and He spent a week or two togethnr, gettinr: the gardens i n 
shape and resting all the while • 

. Now again most able - bodied men , h~ ve left to seek their livelihood ~ ~ 
IJIc 1:1urray or Watervvays . I,,ihole families have !!loved out, hoping to find 
the~r daJ.ly bread more easily at this neighboring point . Mav you be happy~ 



EhSTEH C OHCEH'l . 

.I 
~ Where &re all t hese people , little and 
,} /0., big go ing ? Lveryon8 ' he,s a radiant f uce and . ttl , seel!1S anxioufl to see a picture show? the tele -

I ~ vision? Oh n o ! hll are go ing t o a conc e rt 
~" . :.,:. I/'II " ' £;J #.:, p __ , giv en by th~ children at ~he Laj eunesse Hc:-ll . 

{-... , IFI~\ ,'. ry.l iLS a vVl tneflS of many such progrm.ls g ::!... v e n 
.,. i/ ,f~;' by the pupils of the school , one notices tha t 

_ \ .... , "'.. ""''\.~ V " the t eache rs I devotedness and patience has 
·ds)..f!.;:. / .. . . /I/J~\\'\~~iY' ~,'\., borne fruit . ' T~e actors. ar~ willint? t o 

;J!!(,.i .. ;:;j/f/;/,!? ~0;J7 ple ase Clnd satlsfy the aud::!...ence wh lch is 
~~,: ,';,~k T ~/" much to our pleasure . ,. 

L.-- : f ,,/,<, J! The concert opens by a s ymoo llc re -

\ 
. 

,A' '\ presentation of bes t wishes to· ou r kind 
/~.-::; ~I pastor , Father Bourbonnais, who throuf-: h -

~\ . . \ ' ~':.""/ q ,_ fr ,out his life has 2nswered the call o f 
~~\J\l ~. (' VI) // Master . . . 

~.
::::- --("~02'!' i~ ';::-7":"'/ i\. / The I)resentation of the Splrltual 

/:'~ ,- '~\Ir'" 1-
~/ i';;...J":'~'" 'L~XfJ _ Bouruet is [lost ~harr:l inE? . Five fr r ose I I 

.. ,./ ft~;j~'-..L-J,{f;:r . faces express th8 lr grc:.tltude f o r clll the 

t~1fJrl(~tJ>' ~e~~~~~'G ~~/;~~~~s h~~ v~O~fi!;~~e p~~~~~~e~~d ~~_ I> n L -. crificE;s for thE; continu ed welfare of our Pastor . 
, "' ,' The Crow , though crafty , vms shot dovID and what 

delicacy , fr Yurn lt is a fried crow ~ Gra des t'Vvo and three sing their song with 
g r ea t pep . Can y ou guess vvho Ca tkin is .. aCe. t? no, a Pussy Ui llow! Hiss 
Polly! s doll was sick but 8. pill 'dicl her good . Th8 bE'ginners I action spng s 
"Thi s is East and this is vvest Tf , shows tha t even they know how t o please us 
But, "Can you hop" c e rtRinly stole the show , if one judg~ s by the cl~pp ing 
tha t accompanied the final action , "Swing your partnE.or". Thre e cheers fo r 
the little ones ! 
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In "Laying ~he Ghost ", J.\."lfred Janvier, the C'rhost, Er nest 1-10ise , the 

professor, Jean Janvier, the butler, Abraham Moise , t he housekeepe r and 
Leon J2nvier, the constable , show marked ioprovenent i n act i ng . Where did 
all this al~ and those biscuits go? It remlined to Abraham to find out 
that ghosts don 't eat and that a tramp must b8 abroad . 

In a final scene the " traL1p" and "ghost" in one , is caught up by jus­
tice . 1.s a finC11 chorus "B18ss this HouseYl Has very apprpriC1te . We thank 
the acto r s for their right good will and wish ther:l continuous success .. 

ll.n On l ooker . 

" el, T DRJ:V1" 

We went for a picnic on J.pril 13th . l-·'1r . Stasuik was a good driver and 
we thank him for it . He drove about three miles and a h21f to the island . 
We t he n - enjoyed a hot drink and tasty cookies . hnd of course, Father and 
Si ster Superior had seen to the 8SS(mt ials .. cancliE;s and Easter eggs . 

To all who me.de our picnic so pleasant , our sincere thc-nks'. 
Beatrice Herman . 

OUB. FiELD WI.Y 

There was a fi eld day on May the 25th . Whut fun it was to rac e ,jump 
and try our l uck at one or anothe r stunt . I was ' lucky to win five prizes . 
lViany other children won ancl even thre8 men who rac E;d , each got a pri ze . 
"I am anxio us to be a nan 11 l 

B.ev . Fr . Matll i eu , Mr . Micha ud and Mr . Simpson donated money to buy 
the prizes . We thank the~ very sincerely . 

Ernest Ho i se . 
BOOKS FOH OUH LIBlU,HY. 

The first series of books we r ece ived were from Sr . A.Ganacije ,superio r 
who is very interested in our school work . 

" Then Sr . B. Levesque also sent us some panphlets and coloring books , 
whlch we greatly appreciate . 



10 Last, but not least, was the gift Mr . \vaugh sent of forty books to be 
i,distributed in four classrooos . 

I like reading as it gives 
ther folks around the world . To 
thanks . 

us some knowledge of ways of living of 0-
al l our generous benefactors our sincere 

Marguerite Janvier . 

SVENGS 

We are . going to have swings for the school children . We did our 
share of the work by digging the five - foot deep holes -where Father Mathieu 
and some helpers planted the poles . One morlling we carne to school and 
found that two swings were r eady for use . We are thankful to all who 
make our school days happier. 

Marcel Janvier . 

Throughout the spring season , we he l d regular meetings . We discussed 
ways and rJeans of having the very best gardens ever seen around here . 
We shall each have our plot i n our garden at home , so as to safeguard al l 
neighbour s ' honesty . 

After Mr. Michaud had ploughed .\our garden we sowed our seeds and now 
we hope thO't the ra in and sunshine wi l l nmke them grow . 

Mr . Neilson sent us two hundred el ms and twenty five red pines . In a 
special plot we put them till they have grown tall enough to plant around 

-the school vard . 
Surely' when all is cons i rlered "we" shal l become as good farmers as 

Mr . Neilson and Nr .Michaud are . 
hbraham Mo i se , secretary . 

On May 21st . we had a holiday in honour of Queen Victor i a . My frien~s 
and I spent the day in the bush mRking arrows and shoot i ng at this and 
that. We had a very happy time together . Jean Sylvestre ~ 

cont ' cl on p .1 2 



- is for the GRhTITUDL we extend to you 
R- is f or the It}c;',JJdW vou are bound to re ce ive 

1 r is for the wise ~DVICEyou ' ve giv en u s 
T- i s for the TR1kTS you gene r ous l y shRred 

I - is f or the I1"IliliJ.SlJH1i.I3LE GOOD you ' ve done 
T- i s f o r the T}.~r~S y ou ' v e perforr.wd 

U- is how UNDLHSTi-tNDHJG vou ' v e b(~e n 
D- is your D1VOTLDNLbSEo your work 

E- is your LfFORTS t o have things just right . 

T- is the TU:BUTE we pay t o you 
O- is the OC C"SlON ' tis offe r e d you 

~
o. t:f;t~h/F- is . the Fll~rlIb~LY ~dvices you gAve us 
}:I\; .t)'f;- l-L - lS the lLDl1..LHh'l..LDfJ we 'll keep of you 
'\of!J:{;..-,.., T- is the 'lHOUGHTS we ' ll bear in ra ind 

'~1.Ji'~"1 (\~ H- i s HBfl.VLN whe r e Wl, will meet 
~~~ r~~p > E":' is the ENCOUH1l.GLdLWl.' y ou've given us 

\ :\~ '~..l!:.: ./ R- is f o r HJ::;T1ILl\1BIU.IJCL fond and true 
~~, '7 " '~":' 

\~ {v.~;i~' '.,.'(\ . - 1 , • 

. \f":?;,;\.\.:.~ f·j!lfl." - lS. f 0 1: the BLbSSHJGS rwc:ven wll l . pour on you 
I '~ \ .,~/).,)} if O- l S lo r the OBLhTl2, f amlly to wInch you belong 
\~:l5~~~:~ U- is . for the yHI~L~~!,L cl; ,:.trity . 
~~ /~ R- lS . theRU)l)()N s ItHL I 'lTCS you have enciur(;d 
ft\~:}< B- lS for the BOtmmJ y ou gave us 
:~1g . O- is f o r the fe rve,nt OFFLRTOIt~:ES of all your masses 
~v N- is the NObILITY of your charac te r 

N- i s for the nice s~ile you a l ways wore 
A- is our ABUNDI.f/I' prayers f or you 

I - i s I1IIThTION of Our Lord 
S-j s the SOUVENIJ. we ' ll k eep o f you . 

11 



12 in exc ellent condition. He was ve ry grclt~ful for what the nurses had 
done f or hiw a nd found t h< '.t the hospital was not a bad place aft er all . 
\ Prospe r Lernaigr e: al so had a deep gash on his ankle which hus respond­
ed so well to treatraent tha t he has be en able t o leave for home ,swee t home 

On kpril lSth . ,Joseph Montgrand returned ho~e fro~ the San after a 
ten month' trea tment . On June 25th . ,the ambulanc e plane came in for Joe 
Moise who has been called to the San in P. f\. . 

In May , a r,lercy fliE~ht was made to Gypsy Luke to take Adeline , I s ane 
Montgrc>nd ' s vdfe to lle a la Crosse . She returne d on June 20th . 

CAME TC REJOICE THE!R PARENTS. 

Mnri et te, to Mr s . Edward Janvi e r . Roy Lester , t o Hr s. J.lVIarie Fontair ' 
Jules, to Mrs.William Piche. Shirley, to Mrs . Lionel Herman . 
Madeleine Doris, to Mrs . L. Toulejour . Allen Pierre , to Mrs . J . Janvier. 
JacQueline, to Mrs . Billy Janv i e r . Mabel J oyce, to ~1rs . G. Fontaine . 
Dona ld il.mbroise, to JliIrs. Philippe Lema i r, re. 

School cont' d .... FI~EvVOOD 

All our stoves are he t ted with wood . This neans a Frest deal ofwork 
f or Gll t hose who take the trouble t o hnve vwod at h<.:nd 'for the l on8 
winter months . 

This year we helped piling the wood f or the school . It was Cl big job . 
but we were glad t o do it as it fa ve time to the men who were hired , to 
finish off our new swings . 

Geordir Hermc1D . 
b. PLEAS1LllT HIDE 

On Sunday a fter ilBenediction" Geordie Herna n and Je a n Sylvestre were 
chosen t o accoQpany Father Mathieu t o West La Loche , to s ee how the work 
was progressing . They saw tha t the fl oo r was already cOrJpl e ted . 

THMJKS! 

" 



,,' 
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