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Robbery exposes legacy of residential schools; Man jailed two years for
attacking lone worker

Posted By MARIA CALABRESE
Posted 1 hour ago

A lone man in a prisoner's box, often looking at his feet, inherited a heavy burden as the next generation to live under
the shadow of a "shameful" part of Canadian history, a North Bay court heard Wednesday.

At a glance, Mark Okimaw, 30, beat and robbed a lone worker shortly after being offered free doughnuts at a downtown
coffee shop at almost 4 a.m. Oct. 12. The worker wasn't seriously hurt and North Bay police arrested Okimaw a short
time later.

What brought the Timmins man to that point is probably no comfort to the worker, the judge said, but it's a symptom of
a bigger ill facing the children of victims of residential schools.

"Your situation, your history, is a sad one," said Ontario Court Justice Gregory Rodgers as he sentenced the man to
two years in jail followed by probation for 18 months.

"That policy of removing children from their parents and depriving them of their culture and their language and their
homes . . . had an effect that went well beyond the children who were most directly and immediately affected," the
judge said.

Okimaw's parents were subjected to residential schools and went on to create a household fueled by alcoholism and
physical abuse, with Okimaw starting to drink at age 11, playing father to two younger siblings and dabbling in
marijuana and cocaine.

Both parents, however, went on to beat alcohol, return to school in their later years and find meaningful jobs, including
Okimaw's mother who became a drug and alcohol counsellor who is now working on reserves to help children in his
situation, said defence lawyer Wayne Stickland.

In an "eloquent"” report on Okimaw's background and personal circumstances as a native Canadian, a probation officer
described the residential school policy as a "shameful part of our history as a country."

While government, churches and prejudice in Okimaw's Timmins hometown were at least partly blamed for his
troubles, at some point the man has to be held accountable, the judge added.

Okimaw was given credit for already serving six months in jail, counted as double time or 12 months because jails offer
no treatment or programs to inmates awaiting trial.

The judge recommended Okimaw serve the sentence at the Ontario Correctional Institute in Brampton or the Algoma

Treatment and Remand Centre in Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., which offer programs for alcohol and drug abuse and
behaviour problems, although court heard there can be waiting lists for both.

Advertisement

Okimaw served two years of a 34-month sentence in 2002 for stabbing the mother of his two young sons who he still
has contact with and tries to support, court heard.

"If the cycle (of violence) stops with you . . . that means all the things that you've experienced, your sons don't have to,"
the judge said. "Perhaps that's the incentive you need."

mcalabrese@nugget.ca
Fast facts
- Church-run federal schools closed in the 1970s, but they affected generations of families who struggle with alcohol

and drug abuse, sexual dysfunction and domestic violence, while many native languages were lost when children were
punished for speaking them.
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New Members Needed-
something for everyone
Dear Community Partners,
Could you please find below
info in regards to searching for
volunteers and new members.
From Levack, Ontario [...]

Nursing homes

Hi | have a loved one thats to
be admitted to a nursing
home, would like to hear from
anyone about the homes in
North [...]

Report on the March 31st
Meeting of the
Temagami Stewardship
Council

The Monday, March 31st
meeting of the Temagami
Stewardship Council was held
in the Auditorium of the
Temagami Municipal Building
In Correspondence, a letter of

Photo Contest

Hi Everyone, | need to have
every finalists contact me by
e.mail. Please as this is
IMPORTANT. | have most of
your names, but | [...]

Photo Contest

Hi Everyone, The springtime
photo contest on
Trailsnorth.info</awill begin on
May 1, 2008. Contest rules
have been posted. All
participants should [...]

I'm sorry | "misspoke"
"Misspoke" that is the new
politically correct term for, |
lied and got caught. A recent
story of Hillary Clinton having
to duck and run [...]

vehicular

manslaughter ...

the law will no doubt tell you
that - beyond a certain age -
bicycles belong on the road ...
and always aligned with [...]

Lords Prayer

Liberals looking at removing
Lords prayer from Queens
park???? Have we as
Canadian lost all pride
Immigrants are welcomed to
this country and then [...]

equity south ...

that condo seemed like a fine
idea ... it was shear pleasure
watching the dollars add up in
a boom market that never
really [...]

Re: Great Clothesline
Debate.

They say the divide between
the rich and the poor is
growing ever wider, with the in
between being upper middle. |
think most politicians [...]
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- The former Liberal government in 1998 acknowledged physical and sexual abuse in the schools, but stopped short of
apologizing.

- Last year, the Conservatives finalized a $2-billion compensation package to about 80,000 former residential school
students. The House of Commons apologized, but the prime minister has not issued a formal apology.
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Parents make final plea

Trucker hauling full load caught impaired; Callers
help remove drunk driver from highway

Fun day helps students improve resumes;
Widdifield holds certification event

Woman hurt after vehicle hits moose

Antique phonograph stolen over winter

Police seize truckload of contraband cigarettes
Union seeks discouraged home-care workers;
Low wages, working conditions affect patients -
Hurley

Gallery's emergency meeting tonight
Algonquin Avenue closing for construction

More Local News »

News | Sports | Business | Arts/Life | Features | Blogs | Contact Us

© 2008 , Osprey Media | Disclaimer | Privacy | Website Advertising | RSS | Report a Bug

Page 2 of 2

What are
these icons?
= Photo Gallery

)

Click here forthe icon legend

| EICalendar

Today

Cake Decorating-Course
1

Ducks Unlimited North
Bay Banquet & Auction

Essential Skills
Workshop series

Gum Paste & Fondant
North Bay Youth Centre
Summer Company!!!!
Hey Students.... Want To

Be Your Own Boss this
Summer?

WEIGHT LOSS
CHALLENGE 4

Apr. 13, 2008

Hymn Sing

Apr. 14, 2008

THE EDGE Youth Group
Apr. 15, 2008

North Bay SCRABBLE
Club regular game night

Shopping Directory

Shop your Local Advertisers

mhtml:file://J:\MediaClips\MediaClips 2008\MediaClips\The North Bay Nugget 09Apri... 29/04/2010



