
 

 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission to 
hear of school abuse
Posted June 2, 2008 07:48:00 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission looking into Canada's system of residential schools for 

Indigenous people begins its work today. 

The schools, which ran from the late 1800s to the 1960s, were funded by the Government and run by churches. 

They were designed to assimilate native children into white culture. 

But thousands of native children were physically, sexually and emotionally abused. 

As part of a compensation package a Truth and Reconciliation Commission will travel the country over the next 

five years to hold public hearings on the abuses, so that victims have an opportunity to tell their stories. 

The Commission is headed by Aboriginal judge Harry LaForme. 

Critics have said the Commission will make little difference. 

But others, including Justice LaForme, say it will help bring closure by allowing all Canadians to look the beast in 

the eye, so they can come to terms with this horrendous part of their history.
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