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Susan Esquimaux- Burke is an example of the resiliency and determination that enabled some residential school
survivors to become bright footnotes to one of the blackest chapters in Canadian history.

The second youngest in a family of nine who grew up in Whitefish Falls, Ont., she is a citizen of the Sucker Creek First
Nation, now known as Aundeck Omni Kaning. »

In 1953, when she was five years old, she went to Shingwauk Residential School in Sault Ste. Marie, where she
remained until she was 16.

Esquimaux-Burke now lives in Hamilton, an active grandmother. She speaks candidly about her experience at
Shingwauk and the impact it had on her life. The childhood feelings of fear, anger and loneliness are still fresh in her
memory. X

Holding back tears, she recalls as a six-year-old seeing her mother arriving to collect her sisters and brother to take
home for the summer, but leave her behind.

My mother does not love me," she thought, not realizing that school officials refused to let her accompany her siblings
home.

Shingwauk's legacy, Esquimaux- Burke says, was the message constantly drummed into students that
Indians cannot hold down jobs such as being a lawyer or doctor because they were not capable of it."

She had to overcome a total dependency on school staff who decided everything from the clothes students wore, to the
food they ate and the chores they were expected to do.

She saw corporal punishment meted out for infractions" such as speaking her Ojibwa, or showing any type of affection
towards other students.

Esquimaux-Burke learned to be silent and speak only when spoken to. Later she would have to re-learn how to be
gentle, herself and toward others.
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Esquimaux-Burke credits her survival of the residential school experience to the knowledge that she had six siblings
attending the same school, as well as her mother's teachings of how to treat people in a good way. She fought
loneliness because staff kept family members apart and her correspondence was censored; announcements about
births or deaths at home were deleted, making students feel disconnected from their communities.

| was sitting on a fence and straddling two cultures," she says when she left Shingwauk. My ways of interacting and
dealing with people was no longer recognized and this became a source of resentment from others."

By living with one of her older sisters who had left Shingwauk before her, Susan was able to watch and help her raise
her children.

Those parenting skills came in handy when she began raising her own family, and Esquimaux-Burke vowed that what
she had experienced at Shingwauk was something that she would never let her own daughters and grandchildren
experience.

Because Shingwauk had tried to suppress her feelings of identity, and her sense of culture and connection, Susan
recognized that it was important for her daughters and grandchildren to know their culture.

It is the foundation on which you stand on, in knowing who you are," she says. | tried to teach them to know balance, to
be strong and to be true to themselves".
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Habitat for Humanity
Recycling Program
Habitat for Humanity North
Bay and Blue Sky Region We
are still collecting pop cans
join me Saturday August 16
from 10to 12 [...]

You're Invited! Northeast
Mental Health Centre
Celebrates 50 Years of
Providing Service to the
Northeast Ontario
Region!

The Northeast Mental Health
Centre welcomes you to
refresh and celebrate the
history of the Northeast
Mental Health Centre in its
many forms such as [...]

A Weekend of Shamanic
Healing in Algonquin
Park

MANDAZA, a Bantu Shaman
is visiting Algonquin Park this
August, 2008. This shamanic
healing retreat,visioquest, and
community appearances will
be held at Northern Edge [...]

First Aid and CPR - Aug
23/24

The North Bay Branch of the
Canadian Red Cross will be
offering a First Aid and CPR
course at our branch on
August 23 and [...]

The Basics of Babysitting
with the Canadian Red
Cross

The Canadian Red Cross
Babysitter Training Course will
be offered at the North Bay
Public Library on Saturday
August 16th for those aged 11
and [...]

C. difficile/Hospital
Secrecy.

Super bugs are stalking the
hallways of every Hospital.
Even the best kept Hospitals
are not immune to them. I'd
heard about C.diff. some
years

return policy of local
furniture store--be careful
| wish to warn people out
there to be VERY CAREFUL
where you are buying your
FURNITURE. | bought a
sectional at a local furniture

north bay hockey grads
off to college

If A.J. Shiverdecker gets to
see a bruins game in boston
before his Uncle Bruce, he
wont be able to return to ohio
lol. love
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At 60, Susan Esquimaux-Burke can look back and say that now she is in a good place because she has learned about
relationships, and has raised two daughters who are successful in their own lives.

She says she has let go of the shame that was imposed on her in residential school. She believes that many doors
have started to open for her because she sees life differently.

She is proud to be a mother and a grandmother and understand that Shingwauk could not suppress what has always
been inside her.
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You might think this article is
on climate change, and global
warming, but it's not. It's about
an event so macabre, that you
would think

Cops are getting a bad
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Cops are getting a bad rap
these days and it's unfair
Many who know me would
shake their heads in
wonderment hearing that
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Facing the Demon: The
Agony and the Ecstasy

Laurentian Wesleyan
Church Sunday Services

Ontario Senior Games
Winterfest 2009 Official
Online Trivia Contest

Aug. 19, 2008

RideShare's Not-So-
Silent Online Auction (on
Facebook)

Aug. 21, 2008

MOTRIN Canadian One
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