L = = s
SHINGHWALUE
PROJECT
ART : SHING
cop. #1
28]
FaoT DSES AND FR: SES7" COMTR.LVERSY

YAE «HIEG .Ul Hall

David i, YNocx,B

B.i., Inetit

ute of Capadian Studie

Indians and Eskinocs

1S Ol

herth Anerliéa

.



The Shingwauk Hall at preSent lies ematy an<d aban=-
dooed on & 100 aere site which is situated 1n a subur-
ban residertial area of Soult Ste, Marie, Ontaric, Only
a few vears ago, the Hull was still in the countryside,
but development now sxtends to this eres and beycnd,
The Hall used to be 2 residertial Home and School for
approximately 150 Indien boys erd girls-mainly from
Korthern Onteric. All fecilities were closed in Jupe
1370 and a deciszion for future uees muszt s1111 bhe made,
Tie Hall was used cortipuously forr Indien education
f3r pearly one hundred ¥ears, but it now appears as if
& new Juncticn will be found, Besides =“he Shingwauk
building and land, there are a nunber of resldepces,

a memcrial chapel (to the first Anglican Bishep c¢f Al=-
goma), & cemetary, end support buildings of varicus kinds,
Altheoupgh bullt in the courtryside, the Shirgwauk Hall

is pow situated in cre of the more desirable sreas of
Sanlt fSte, Marie, It overleoks the Chanpel of the 5t.

Mary's Hiver which conpects Lake Sfuperior end Lake Huron,

To a large extert, the Shingwasuk Hall was built by
the Anglican Church as 31 result of evasdon of promizes
br the Provinece of Upper Canada tc the local Indiane,

(wvho are Cjibway) Legeniary Chief Shingwaukoons, as
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with the caze of hi= sors, wes fafer to bring the white
man's education ip order to combat the drunkennes:s and
anomie which he had noticed. He walked to Torcnto by
srowshce (a distance of 500 miles) and requested teachers
for his band. At the mesting, he wiz asked by officials
which religion he desired his band to follow. Shirgwauk-
oone asked "What Church if the Jueen's Church?® Cn beirg
gnswered that it was the Church of England, Chief Shing-
wiukoons decided hie people would alsoc becore Anglican .1
Ttis story, guaint as iz wmay sound, was important since
the Chrrch of Epglard with its missionary societies was
very important in the a:tention it gave to Irdian work,
In 1832, a missiorary, William McMurray was appoin-
ted to establish a mission. "A farmer and & school teach-
e= ala&n were sent to teaeh them the weye of the white
man."2 A schoolhouse was built ir the northwestern area
of Sault Ste. Marie, and the Indizns began to build homes
ILnanc&d largely by goverrmepnt funds, The government
gnanged hands, however, and funds were cut off. "Im
January of 18317, Chief Shingwaukoons wrote a letter to
the Lisutenant Governocr Bond Head expressing his disap-
polntment."3 Angered by the withdrawal of funds, the

band moved to a traditional tribal site, Garden Fiver,

1 PBarbara Baggs, The Alpoma Arglican (Jaruary, 1758), p. 6,

2 Ihid:p Pa '5-
3 Ibid,, p. &,
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whieh 15 situated ter miles e&ast of Sault <te, karie, on
the banks of the 5t. Kary's River. ¥r, FcMurray left the
|aren in 1837.

In 1850, treaties were signred betueen the Indians
and government agents, in which the natives ceded all
land from Batchewana to the west erd of Leke Superior
and the other lands east - I Batchewana, including Sault
Sta, Marie, [Batchewanra is thirty miles northwest of
gailt Ste. Marie) In return, the Eoverrment agreed to
pay &n apruity te each Indian, and set aside reserves
whare they could dwell under goveroment protection, Today
there are about 1,000 Irdisns in the region of Sault dte.
harie, Some at Garden River apd the rest Deal Batchewana .

The next educationsl develcpment came with the arriv-
al af the Rev, Jemes Chince.in 1851, Father Chance-another
Church of England rissiopary-introduced a grist mill,
taught the Indians to grow wheat, and built a missien
heuse and church, "He also started a school in the vil-
lage,"l Father Chance left his pos: at Garden Rlver in
1471, after nearly tuaﬁhr years.

Several obeervatiens can be made of this early period.
Schooling resulted from the gstablishment of Church of

Ergland missionaries, but education was a marginal duty.

1 Ibli,, P.-B.



e ipstruetion giver by the clergymer was of the prae-
tical type-trades and farming. The advancement of educa-
len wag encouraged by tie early Indiam chiefs as a means
of combstting the effects c¢f alechel. The bullding of
hingwauk Hall was not tae first experience in education
or locel Indiams but it est:blishrent was & step tp
emanerce and institutiospalizat_on. He lopger would
diucaticn depend on thw vhims of a misslorary or a bizh=
o, In the future, a staff of teachers and Supervisors

dE Sfecured.,

The building of the Shingwank was due to the erer-
ies of the Rev, E.F. Wilson, alse of the Church of Eng-
ard. Fither Wilson come to Canada as a layman but was
reainec by the Bishop of London in England, He returned
o Canada under ausvices of tke Chureh Missionary society,
r¢ earried out hie work with Indiens near Sarpia., Wilsom
a5 to become one of the early Irndian texperts? in Canadea,
erides fourding the Shiigwauk and actirg as its Princi-
1l for twerty years, he edited the diocesan PEWSDUDETD,

te & book o3 his experiences among the Ciibway, foun-

F

ed the lirst two magazinres or the Caracian Indian and a
ociety for research and aid to the Canidian Indian. He

£0 "rcte a handbock on the (jibway torgue,



Father Wilson haé first seec the Indizns around
gault Ste, Farie im 1E70, whern he had acted &5 Chaplain
to (olonel Jolseley &S far as Fort Villiam duripg the
expadition to the Hed River uprisinp. The next Year,
while on leave because of ijllness, he again visited the
grea and endeared himsell to the tri.be. By this time
Father Chapce had left so the noEt wee vacapt, 'With

four dollars in his pockut', thief iugustin Shingwauk

1eft by 3steamer fer Tororto to pleaﬁ'fnr #luon's appoint-
ment ke Bishop Bethune, (The diocess of ilgoma was not
crtaééd uftil 1873) Shingweuk, the s0D af Shingwaukoons,
asked "...the Great Blacl: Coat to s:=nd more wgachers to
the Grest Chippeway Lake (1e, Superlor] for they are in=-
deed very poor there, lest so long in ignorance apd dark-
pees with no one to ipnstruct them.,"l The apoeal belrg
suceessiul, Wilsen began work at Carden River and com=
menced & fund drive to baild a school.

Father Wil=on ehewed that ha knew gomething of
showmanship sirce he had the Indiar chiefs accompany him,
dressed in their native clothing. In July 1871, Wilson
and Chiaf Shingwauk visited Sottherr omtario. "...though
he spoks To English,..lﬁhief shingvauk) fascinated his

audience, He told listerers of the igrorant and degraded

1 Quoted by Col. D. Geddes Indian Schoels in Sault
Ste, Marie, p. 1
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tite his people had bees in before the arrival of the

tite ments religion."l lMore funds were needed BO o

;rip to England was made. "ilfon was sccomperied by Chief
Fikvujjenene, Shingwauk's brother. Durirg this wisit,

t:hkuujjgnunu was introdiced to the Prirce of Wales and

the Archbishop of Cartdbiry. "The chief, dressed in full

v
regalia for his various apreararces. created much inter- ~

5t ."2 The school was finally built-at Carder River-and
pened Senterber 2°Pnd, 1373, Disaster cccurred when it
urned to the ground oniy gix daye later. HNo one wig hurt
wt all equipmapt and coltents were destroved.

For the nrew gcheel, a site was estiblished ar the
resert location which wes then the countryside neigh-
ouring Sauwlt =te. Farie, Within a year, 2000 pounds had
ern raiged in Canada and Crest Britain, The old sshool
aril space for LD purils; the new opne had room for G0,
an the Shingvauk actually opened in Cetober of 1875,
here were 18 pupils. boye «nd girls,

The Indiar punlils ceme from all parts of Canada,
erever education of the type waoe not aveilable, However
2 largest group (:bout 75 percent) were Cjibway Indians

rym Horthere Ontario, Fost of the children:' parents
ere 8still engaged in hunting and gpathering cotivities,

Ibid., p. 2,
Ibid., p. 2,



susplemerted by fur-trapping and trading. Thus most of
. the children entered the Shingwauk new to the white man's
' eivilization, Abcut 20 percent wers still "pagan', but
as will be explaired later, heavy ompha&ls Was i-ulr.ceﬂ in
the school on Christianjzation. The majority of the pup-
415 were in the 10-15 age group, with & lirit from 6 to
22 years, Average stay at the schenl was from ope Lo
threa Years.

There i=s little doubt that the education given at
the Shingwauk was of the sort to create pronel British
subjects of the working ¢lass, Academically, the main
stress of the curriculum was on sprken and written Eng-
1ieh, completed by simple arithmetic and geography. A
small number of pifted ntudents were Eiven further
inmetructiop w-th the intention thab they should erter
the priesthood (sic.) or the teaching profession, These
adepts were taught algebra, Fuelid, history, ETamnar,
Latin, Greek, and first-aid medicire, In order to ensure
that all pupils learned English, the uce of O4ibway or
other Indian langueges was forbldden,

Besides academic subjects, trades, farming, and'
heme econpomics werealso taught, Exanmples of these oc- i

cupaticns wera laundress, housemaid, baker, blacksmith,

st A SRS s MR TR mm_——:_——i
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tiilur,.haker, caraenter, and fa}msr. Some of theze
trades were given at the Shingwauk; others, by arrange=-
ment with local merchants and tradzsmen, were given in
Sault Ste. Marie. Colopel Geddes records that ",..come
of the employers aprarertly took advantage of the cheap
lasour this system afforded.”l For the work they did, the
boys were rewgrded with small wages, For examzle, "Boya
of the fourth year will work all day (if required) at their
trade, and will receive 20 cents a week, cash, and 30
cents to their savings-bank account.. in additieon te ' . ¢
board end clothing. provided their work is uttisfad%rr.“?

; By this means, the Indien children [eakned the white man's
currency svstem, and hic concept of defsrred gratifica-
tich,

Wilson hed, of course, the usual 1%9th century Brit-
ish attitudes abcut the backwar® nature aof the Indiam,
His nrtmiaqf"ihat desired or not, the escroachment of
the white man anto Indieén territorv meanst the destruc-
tion of the native way ¢f life., ™"Che forests, where he

- (1e, the Irdisn) was wort to eccho forth his war-whoop,

" have besn felled."3 Wilsor was convinced that this meant
that "unless opporturities are forced upan him, he (ie.
the Indian) must either disappesr or die ocut.") These
eppoTtunities must be "the advance of the Indlan toward

1 Ikdd,., p. &.

® Fourth Anpual Report of the Shingwauk Home for Ipndien
Boys and First Apnual Report of the Jawanosh Home for
Indian Girle, 1ET8, p. L&,

The Capnadian JIndien, V1. I, Keo. 2. (Hovember, 1890), p. 28.
The Capadien Indian, V1, I, No. 5, (Februmary, 1891}, p. 327,
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‘civiltsavion, vis., the sdostion of the whitwman's dress,
n

aducation of chiléren, srd enessing ip agriculture.

Wikson ackrowiedged that there had bees sore good
o the T-diante traitioral 1ife strle-such as the quale
itios of courage, petd.ce, and endurance. However o the
matn, it had been ehort tnd brital. iis squa was his

slve. Wich no more affection then & coyute Teels for hisl
mate, he brougtt her to Bis wigvas to sirister to his
wanss.n2

In 3 snectal areicle, Fasher Wilson expounded his
Views on Todtar séucatior, "Industrsal trading should
be the prineiptl festure 1p its course™d, but more wes
required since the Indiar upll had missed the 'thousand
Lensfictant influences! that a whico child received from
s fanily, The Trdkan home vas Tensonpasced by & degrad-
ing atrosphere of sunerstition axd barbarien.’h Thus the
Indtan echool had to provide and substitate for the soc-
Salization that a wiste chE1d received as a mituer of
! course. The ementes of ruch traiping woild vell be worth
| 52, asserted Fathor Hleor, since other:ise the costs of
supporting the Indisn in & state of pauperisn would be
“en tines the tnouat, Thas the dystem d1d not work well
in practise 1o seen by Geddoste comnert, "ensrally spesk-
ig, the children failes 1n stte-pin to use he trades
1 Ie,, p. 19
2 M.n.sm Iratan, VL. 1, Fo.
3 5

o

2. (Novesber, 1850) . 76.
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i ekills learned at the Skirgvauk Hgne.®l

Thi= empha=zis on irdectripating tha Indian with
the white man's ¢civilizeétion iz been in the following
excerpt of & letter that Father Wilsob wrote, This 3ys-
tem of agculturation included, of course, participatiog
in and converslen to Anglicanism,

"It was indeed ar interesting sight to see thore
children, many of whom no doubt gathered from
homes where paganism, igporvance, ané filth com=
bined to make life wreténed; now there they stand,
well dressed, clean. and wholesome looking and
unitedly liftipg up their volces in the House of
the Lord in Sorge of Praise. As we listened to '/

the zinging we could almost imagine we heard the
strains of some surpliced cholr in England.®2

ised irto the white man's culture waz the process of
routinisation and institutionalizatiom. A definite time-
table was used every day which left little room for the
Indians'srtraditinnal grontancity of action,3 At £ix a.m,
thza rehoel captain got up and rang the bell, The children
ther washed and dressed, followed by a calling of the roll,

At Beven a.m. come breakfast, followed am hour later by
i morning prayer and bedmsking., Half an hour of play was
" pravided before the day's work began, Half of the pupils

i worked in the morning and the other hall went to class;

this schedule reversed itself in the aftermoon. "Appren-

1l Geddas, op, eit,, ». 5.

2 Ibid., p. 5.

3 See C,E, Hendry Beyord Traoslinesn, (Tovonta, 1969) where
the folliowing contrast of the white and Native wvaluse
crieatation iz made: "White-man dominated pature, future
Ef%ﬁ"ttﬂ' doing and activity ocriented Indian-in harmopny

nature, past and presert orientad, beicg-in- btﬂﬂmin:f p 32."

s
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tices start up town for their days work., oT goO to work ip
the institute shons; others go toc the farm or garden, or
to haul wat:sr or to chop wood; otheT® To waeh dishes or
to swesp the rooms."l Dipper was at noon, followed by a
pl-ytime After evering praYers ceme the '"retributicn
hour'when troublemakerd made amerds to Father Wil=on.
none perhaps has broken a wirdow, grother ha: struch a
comnanion with a atore, ancther has broken the rules by
sperkirg Indiap."™2 Ap hopour system wWas employed which
forbade tattlirg. Singing and school preparation cccupied
the ehildren urtil #,15 when they began to gD To bed in

' shifts, depending on serhyrity. The grtes were clofed st
9,30, ard at 11.15 Father Wilson made his rounds,

For a few years the coeducstion system &t the Shing-
werk was disrunted when Wileen opencd the ¥awanosh Home
for Girls. He visited England once again in the spring of
1876 to soliecit fupde for the new Home-named afber ar
Indian rrincess ha had known et Sarria. The experience
at Wawar osh wats ot entirely happy-since 1t was situsted
in Taurentorus Township, far from the Shingwauk, It thus

 had a disruptive effedt, dividing brother and sifter and
reistions an” frierds. According to an observer, "The

girls are instrueted in every branch of hougehold work,

1 Rev, E.F. Wilson "A Day at the fhingwauk® r Forest
Children, V1, II, Ne, 10. (Chrictmas, 1aasi.ﬂ%f'r!"'

z Ibid., p. 15.
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and, ipdeggd practicelly do =211 the - rk of the hou. e
urrer tLhe CVersipnt of the matron, as well a=s gew apnd
knit....Thay Bererally go B8 demestic fervonts and pive
freat satisfoction, "l A% wat the case vith mary other
migsionary gchools, the equirment war often lens than

i adeguete, The Toronts ladies vere shocked to find that

. the pupils were forced to urnecnssary vork becsuse of

lack of furds for newer eGuipmert, The ledies hared that
"weplthy men of Torontg! would visit the .avanoshk and

. then feel compalled ta cobtridute, Dy 1900, there were

+ 1h girle at the iawaposh with 61 boys ot the Shingrauk,
However "it was found better to have all the chil“ren unser

. ore roof, and in 1897 a grent by the Society for the

' Propegation of the Gorpel from the Farriott Bequest rade-
it possible to build cn Lo the boy's part & ving for
Eivle,"™2 In 1911, the vawanosh Home was fold and served

' &5 ap orpyansge snd old folk's home for a pumbir of years,

A8 indiceted in the Account of the Torerte ledies,
the mizsionary schoal was always troubled by lack of mon-
Y. The levressiop brought en nany preblems, smong which

Was the guestion of how to firgpce pew buildings, sirce

i the €difiee raieed by tilsen Was now sixty years old,

In October 1929 :kea Rev. C,F. Hives became the raw

l Qur Forest Childven, V1, Iv, No, 6, [EEFEEMEHT|jlﬂgD}
P, T ———iildven

D. o« =

2 Eda Green Piomeer ‘ork In Algoma, (Londor, 1915), p. 51.




i

13

prircipal, travelling from his former post in Nerthern

Saskatchewan, He beeame infuriated over the ccnditleon in

. which he found the Shingeauk, ",,..1t was ill plapied,

unsaniteryy and in a very dilapidated cordition; &nd
certainly not the tvpe of bullding one vould have exXpec-
ted to see in Ondario...I'll pever forpet the rultitude
of rats which ap-eared to irhabit the old bullding. Sure
ly Hamlin town had po greater need of a Pied Piper than
did 0ld Shingrauk in those davs,"]l The Algoma Missionary
Hews sgreed that although the old bullding had been wvery
tpleturesque’, it had been 'szdly cut of date and lrade-
quate in every respect, "2

Father Hives beren a campaign for a new Shirgwauk.
At firet the prospects looked blrak-=he wag told by the
Ind an Reeidential School Commiszsicn that there were oth-
#r schools far worse off. Hovever, Hives was alded by the
lozal Chief of the Fire Department who "in golng the
rounds, . ,ufed words that are not in comvop use, I mean
marly wordes, such as are pot found in the dictiomary or
in s¢mmons,."3 A few yea:sfrﬁhu govoermment had proposed to
build a rew school in nlace of the old Shingwauk, but had
be:n rebuffed by the syrod which pladed tco high a value

on the land, Hor the Bithop, Hocksborough 3mith, was more

1 ERev. C.F. Hives "The Feriod of Transition™ In the Bpecial

Supplement? The Algoma biasiunagg News, (Sept, and Oct.
1944) Wi. 36, Woo 10 532l g '

2 The Alposa Miccioharm' Htws, Fl. 30, Neo. 3}, (May=June,
P. Gl.

3 Hives, op, elti-p. 32,
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amenable to state aid.
By the agreement sigpned in 1935, ecertain lands on

the Shingwauk property became the Church's cutTight.
The rest was ceded to the crown but "%o be used solely
for the purpose of mairtairipg thereupon a residertial
school for Indiap childrem to be called the Shingwauk
Indian tesidertial Schcel,™l The ajfreement included the
basic desire for a new fet of meern buildings. "His
Majesty shall erect (on the lands herein before ecpveyed)
for the purposes of said school sush new buildirgs as
have heretofore been agreed betwee? the parties hereto,"2
The agreement went on that ip the event that his Hajesty
ceased to use the land for the purpose of Irdian rduca=
tion that "Hisz Majesty shall pay te the EZyrod the then
fair market value of the lancs."3 If the two partiss-
jg. the federal goverr=nent and the Symod of Algoma,
eould not agree ther the settlemert would be determined
by the Exchequer Court of Carada, Fimally, as long as
t~e school continued on the Shingwauk grounds, the edu=
cstion was t¢ be entrusted to the Sypod,

" As account from the war-time princircal, the Hev,
4.E. Minchin demonstrates that the regimen at the Shing-

wauk still resrembled in mapy weys that of Father ¥ilson.

1 Statement of Agresmnnt Batvceﬁ His Majesty and the

Synod of Algoma Converning the Shingwaux Hall, 1935, Pp.

2 Ibid., p. 5-
I..Ibid,. P. 5.

L.



The purber of pupils ".ad rizem to 130 children which was
just a few under capacity. Although the government Was

§n official charge, the sptual educatioral process was , |
gtill left in the hands of the Church of England in
canada. The type of educatior given was still very much
of the British-Canadian Angliecan brand, Prircipal FMin-
e¢hin mentione that such prgarizations as the Bo¥ Scout s,
Girl Guides, Browries, Church Boy'e League, and the Jurior
Auxiliary were popular, flass-werk was supnlemented bY
practical work in forming and housework. The programme
of marual trainrirg had been curtailed by the 1ar, but
Principal Minchin expressed hopes fhat these atudies
might be resumed after peace retgrned.

Great emphesis was still placad op religious irstruc=
tion. Daily and morning orsyers were said in the auditor-
fum, Hely Communicn each Supday, Sunday Sehool, Bible
{lasees, and repular Divipe Jorship completed the list,
Each year, the Prircipal instructed the children .D
Confirmation clazses, and the Eishop would confizm them
en Ascension Day. As Father Minchin cosmented, "The relig-
ious life of the school is 8 very re-1l thing."1

A5 with most of the Indian schools, therea Was

trouble in keepipg the pupils wittin the educaticnal

1 Rev. A.E. Vinchin "The Present" {n the '3peciel Supple-
ment! The slpoma 6

‘je-ionary Neus, Vi. 36. Fo. 1L, (Gept.
and Oet .. ] F- -
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| system. Most came for a Jew vears only and then Arifted
! northward sgain, back to their familics and the old way
j of life. Of those who passed the-T Grade VII] examinat=
- dons rat a reasonably early age' the opportunity wis open

| to atterd & Technical Institute or Collegiate Inatlituye

in the city of Sault Ste. Marie. Ir the year of Father

- Minchin's srticle. 17 childr:n were foliowirg this option.

Ag with the earlier neriod, e cap see that the nro-

. epsses of routipization, Christianizatisn, anglicization,

and institwELonalization wWere =tilL poticable, The
gituation was made Worss by the fact that the Tndian child

went to class until the end of his primary achool along

. side other Irdians-mainly Nertharm Ojibway; if he wished -

to contipue his studies, he kad to charge ccmpletely irto

an all white school system,

In 1956, the goverament Degan a paw policy which led

. finallv to the eclosirg of the Shirgwaulk. As in tha United

~ates, there were movements of thought which emzhasized

| tae benefits of integration, Recently, of course, this
 goal his been discredited by ap inereasing pumber of He-

! groes in the Upited Stites and Indians in ttanada. In both

gases, this rejection of integration was cne aspect of & .

heightened anticnalism-the brack dd red power movements,
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By 1961, the chargecver from rosidential school to

' pegsidencs anly was srmpleted. AloDg gide this change, the

| government began to lodge Indian children-at first the

| alder ones onl¥, in white homes in tne €it¥. The Shingwauk

' was left with the somewhat yestigial-albeit important-
funectior of acting as a rransitional preparation before
the Indian pupll was launched totally into white society.
There was still one study perilcd & day at the Shingwauk
in the evenings, under the supeTvisioh of school personh-
el, The new function of the Shingwnuk was demcribed as
follows, "Training at t+he Shingwauk centTes arcund help-
ing the childreb achieve & form of independence ard the
krowledge and understanding of g-cial behavior. This mal &5
thair integrasion into oresert day gaciety that miich eas-
ier."l

The last ties between the 3jingwauk and the inglican

church of Canada (as it became Known a“ter 1955) =ere
severed as of April 1st, 1969. Up to that time wthe Church
had & part in the management through our pational office™<.
ifter April lst, the Shingwauk em>loyees all became ¢ivil

. servants. FoBt cortinued to serve in the last year of op-
eraticn, The Principal, for example, the Rev. Howel Goater

remained until the sechok closed in June 1970. He then

1 Sauplt Daily srar (76 June, 1968}, foird Section.
2  Saplt Tally Star ( jjo date. From Father Goater's 8crap-
book, Probebly late 1969 or 1970.]

o~
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left the civil =ervice slthourh all employeees at the
Shirgwauk had been assured of postings in cther areas,

The main reason for ¢losing the Shingweauk even as am
torientation centre' was because of the construction of
public schools in the children's own avea, Of the 95
Infizns still at the Shirgwauk in June 19568 "Seventi-two
e..are from the wilderress north of Wakipa ard Sioux Look-
put, while the remainipg 23 are from variocus loecatlops inp
the James Bay and Kenora areas."Mr. Scott, the district
gghool superintendent of tha Departm:nt of Indian Affeirs,
commented that "Taking childrer %o schools in far-off
nlae+8 has been a problem. The Indian parents hate to cee
their kidAies leave hore. There are a lot of wet eyes in

the fall, The proposed closing is pot a part of the fed-

~eral austerity program, altheugh savings of tax-payers

 oney in a consideration.™? Instead 'at their narents re-
suect?, the Indian children would row be placed in the

rew public schools arcund thelr own areas.

Sirce the abandormert of the Shingwauk, there has

' emarged & gquiet but nonetheless real community split ov=

_er its Tusure possible use, It will be Temembered that Lhe

Shingwatk now liea in a choice aren of Sault Ste. Marie,
overlooking the river on a large tract of land.
1 Sault Daily Star (26 June, 1968], Third Sectiom.

2 Sault; Daily Star ('No date. From Father Gzater's scrap-
book . Probably late 1969 or 1972.)



19

The debate has primarily been oDetreanl lgeal Lodian® who
. want the ghing~auk a& 30 Indian culsural certTe, meny of
. the vownsfolE af Sault S%t. Larie who went i+ for a hos-
pital for the mentally ratarded, anrd several membeTs of
what ope might call the local jpdustrial, religlous, and
| gducational 1elite!. No of figial decisich has yet bDeed
reached slthough there is much speuulatlun.

A pumber of ather sugcestions had beed made, Lne wad
that the shipgwaul: continue to be used as a residence OT
school for Indian children fyrom the dipcese of Moosenee.
This dlocese, which lies noTth of Algoma and ceptres arourd
James 1ay, extends inte the Frovince af uebec. Because
of conflicts of prnvin¢1a1 juriudi:ninn this solution ap=
neared impossible.

The civic puildirgs of Sault Ste. Vvarie wers fast
wecoming inadequate and it was proposed that the Shing-
wauk provide at least temporary ruarters {ar cit¥ hall.
The Soo SLAT, for exarple. noted that "the gity woulsd be
best advised tao...purchase this valusble niece of proper-
ty and use it 88 temnuTary headqaarters."l Gr August 26th,
city A-ministrator Don Evans reported that as he saw 1t
this pnaaihilitéagi dropped . He noted that it would cost

much more than apticipated ard that acquiring the Shing-=

1 Sault Daily Star (7 August, 1970}, P 6.
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wauk "may 'ell denrive the comrunity of gome warthwhile

developrent or delay its progress."l He alsc voliced the

' opinion-which was shared by scome citizens-thal because

the Shingwauk had been used for nesrly one hundred years
for the murnoses of In‘ian educaticp that the goverrment
would probably wish to keep it for some Indian purpoSe.

4 proposal which caught nonuler suppert ir sault “te.
Varie was to use the Shingwaulk as & home for revarded chil-
dran, The Algoma Health Urit had sugge:ted the idea. Fr.,
Art Ros=a, nresident of the local assoclation for the rTe-
tarded, =aid that the Shirgwauk would be 'an ideal sol-
utien' to the problem of overcrowding at present instit-
utions, A4 petition begar to be circulated arou~d the city
and it rained widespread support. ['ost importartly, the
~etition was prirted in the Algom: Unionisg. (Sault Ste.
Marie cEcapes narrowly i'rom being a pne-industry town-the
Algoma Steel Company employs about 8000 nersons). The pe-

tirion read "At present there ars approximately 150 retard-

. ef ehildren and adults from the Sault and surrounding area
. 1iving in, or will'have to be evertiual?ploced in ingitut-

fons more than 400 miles from their homes .71t added that

"he -hipgwauk Student Residence gould, with little added

expense, become & most suitable home for thé retamied;

1 Sault Daily Star (%5 August, 1970). p. 11,
2 Algoma Uplonist, V1, 18, Ne. 7, (Nov. ard Dec., 1970}, p.7.

=l - -'i'-i'l_"i
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therefore, 1 mest respectliully sugrest that every consid-
eration be giver to the efforts being made in this direc-
tion."1

: The Shingwauk had, it will be remenbered, originally
been built at Gerden Aiver. Leter on referve schools were
built =o that the Shingwauk lost its early correction with
1ozal bands, Wwhep the Shirgwauk became 7ace:t. howeYeT,
the (fibway bands around Szuls Ste, laric made a bid-
with the genersl ides thet the Shinmraux ghould rot cedse
to be uced for Irdier werk, The Soo Star had already com-
mented that although the suggested conversian of the
Shipgwauk to & retarded care certr: was ts commendable
suggestion' that ".,.foremost eonsideretion when it comes
to the future disposition of the gairgvauk is: shculd
this property contipuc 1.0 be devotzd to sore use that 1ill
aid and imrrove the Indians of this province? Te live up
to the reputstion of extending a wezleoming community hand
tc the Indisns the citizers should be symvathetie to the
ices that the first copsideration whieh should be given
te the future of the Shirgwauk 1= whether it can scontin-
ue to ip =ome WAY Serve the provinee's Indizns,”™ 2

In Uctober 1970 a meeting had beer held between the

Butchevrana and Rarkin bands,. A spokesman, Carole Fadji-

1 Ibgd,, . 7.
2 Sgult Daily Star (March, 1970)
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won had sugpested thet the Shingiau< could serve a8 an
Indian centre to preserve and promote the Indian's cul-

" tural heritage. She said that it woild ",,.provide an
opportunity for the Indizr people to meet and learn their
. treditions, speak their languages,..(it would be] a meet-
ing place for both the whiteman and Indismn, an Irdisn
ersft certre, a d-op-in centre and educaticnsl centre."l
wWith the help of the Iretitute of Indi:p Studies, a brief
was being prevared for the perusal of the epartment of
Inéian Affeirs,i lirger meeting was held on Noverber Gth
of the =even bards of the local adripistrative unit, at
whieh the chiefs urged that "the Shibgwuuk (be obtained)

for continued Indian-oriented purpcses."2 Chief Richard |

Pine raiged the possibility that the land was originally |-

Irdian property which sheuld row be reverted to the Ind i
diap. {Pine, one should notice, is a translaticn of the
Ojitvay for Shing auk), A lawyer, Mr. Frank Shuncock, was
engaged to investigate the possible Indien claime.,

In a letter to me, Mr, Shunock wrote "Flease pDote
that the property coes pot revert to the Churceh after the
'use of the property as a place for school age Incian
childrea' has ended, Rather, the Foderal Govearnment must

pay a fair market price now,"3 It 2 clear that Mr. Shun-

1 The (ilobe apd Mail (12 Cctober, 1970}, p. 4.
2 Sault Daily Star (6 November, 1570).
3 F.F. Shunock to D.A. Neck, (& March, 1971).
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mﬁulievas that the original agreement between the EOVEIT-
ment and the Apghican synod of Algoma must be gtrictly ad=
! hered to. If this was done, the =ite cowld then be trans-
ferred to the Indians by the federal government. However,
since the closing of the Shinprauk the goverrment and the
' Church have beand renecotiating, and although the fipral
agresments have not vet been signed, it is ¢lear that the
origiral agreement will be bypassed, H.D. Rodir &, Ontario
regional superintendent for the department of Indiam uffairs
was quoted as Saying nthe Shingwau¢ property 1s in the Dro=-
cess of being turned over from the federal goverimert to
the Anglican Diocese of Algomsa "1

In this drive by the Indians to sgcure the Shirgwauk
for Indian purposes can be feed tte 'mew Indian nitional-
i{sm' that Bruce Cox has poted, As quoted by Cox, Dr. Hewr=
ard Adams (a Wdtis) sees Indian schools as serving to "fos
ter fe:lings of depende nce, and deprive Indiars ef their
sense of idemtity...In our schools we are beirg brainwas-
hed to believe that we are shy, retiring, and lack =elf-
confidence, The bralnwashing deprives us ol developirg our
leadership gaalities."2 Ip striving to secure the Shing=-
wauk, the local ban~s 3ave chown po little Sense of irony-
acouiring a school where tha meir thrust had been Lo train
she Indian into the white man's cultule, end using 1t to-redefine
1 Sault Daily Star (27 January 1971}, p. 17.

2 Bruce Cox "Canadiar Indisp Natiopalism: A Proposal for
Further Hesearch"™, agsay tyne=script, P. b



théir status and retain their idercity as ludiens,"l

Since the “hingweuk has become vacant, however, the
" ipdustrial, religious. and educaticnal elite have Decore
conritted to the idea of usi:g the site for a campus of .
_ Algoma (College. This word 'elite! may be pompous when us-
ed in reference to a small ecmmunity like Ssult Ste. Mar-
ie (population 70,000} btut it is useful in that & emall
group of men, preminent ir their respective flelds, are
of key importarce ip community deeisicps, Ip the cese of
the Shingwauk, the 'elite' consists of an'impﬁrtant;;}ac-
utive who is on the Algcma Beard of Goverrors, several
members of the Arglican hierarchy who are irvelved in
matters concerning the higher education of leorthern Unt-
aric, and education officials who Feel that the exvansion
of nlgrma College is absolutely reczessary.

Algoma College crened in 1967 as an affiliated col-
lege to Laureptiap Univerzity. This stev was taker since
the uriversity studert group in 5auilt Ste. Karie either
hed to ettend an inferior near-by Michigan college which
~ had high tuition fees for loreipners, or else travel at
- least 00 miles, (500 miles if Laurentian is not cop-ider-
¢?) The college was only given the first year of a full-
: time programme, and expansion to degree-grartipg status

wis to follow when sufficient demand wes shown,

1 Ibid., p. k.

4 .-‘fi' "i.}I
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Besides the limited DTOETAMTE »ith which Algowm Op=
apned, the buildings in hich it was housed were inede=
| quate. The college shares {ts campus with the Cambrian
. Community College, but where the Cambrian buildings are
imposing, mederm, and spaciocus, Algoma had %o be content
with portable blue shacks, Later the college also acquir-
ed an srtigue former rublic scheol, The general digsatis=-
faction with these accomadations iz seen in the following

letter to the aeditor:

"Ypu mean there's a college or somethifrg in tho=e
little blue shacks? (the typical vistor would ask)
Algoma needs an identity, a separate jdentity. For
an ipstitution, idertaity¥ iz almost synopimous with
loecsle, I Algoma Gollege were ELiVeD the Shingwauk
gchool instead of the cambrian parking lot, its
location would be guraranrtecd at least for a few
years,..this would be a start. This is what “e
cry for now=-a at art...Algora College geams doomed
to exisztence or non-exictence in the ghadow of
Cambrian, fipurstively and literally.”l

Despite its inadequate faeilities, Algoma Gopllege has
successfully builf a loysl spirit among its studerts, and
when William Davis, then Education Minister and now Opt=
ario Premier, came To sault Ste. Marie to apnouniA that
at. lopg last Algoma could expand to gaco~d and third Yyears
| he was ret with a pumber of placard-bearing studentd.

They had feared that the decision would not be favourable.

gince Alzoma College opnned it has trebled fuli-time

1 Pat and Mary Grogan geplt lally Ster (20 AuguEst, 1370])
letter to the editor, P 5.
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enrolment, and has attracted a large number of summer =nd

part-time students, Ope of the bodiss which has supcorted
Algoma's expanzion has been the association of secondary
schocl teachers. They signed a netition which read "We
most strorgly support Algoma College in its current attempt
to gain second year status, a pecessary end tigrnificant
step alaong the road to becoming a full degree granting
university.” The local navsparer noted that with increases
ip enrolment ™., .it [Alpoma) is =till lcoking for a perman=-
ert home M1

AS noted, the nefotiations between the government and
the Anglican diocese hava not beirn completed. What seems
likely however is a turnover of the entire Shingwauk to
the diccese which may then do as it wishes, Fost probably
the site will ther be lezsed by Algoma College, Since Al-
goma will be offerinrg a second year this September, infor-
mal. agreemerts between the three parties must already have
been reached., An indication that they have been was the
comment printed from Algoma College's cheirwan of the
board of . goverrors, Lawrence Browp, who is also a highly

placed axecutive with Algoma Steel, Asked to verify Te-

; ports that the Shingwauk would be sequired by the zollege,

he said "no legal documents have beep signed, but I fully

"anticipate that this will be the case."Z

1 Sepli: DPeily Star (26 August, 1970}, p. 21.
2 S8sult Daily Star (27 January, 1971), p. 17.




Sore peomle have nope that the ghingWals property
could accomodate both the college gnd TheE Inalens. AS 8
newspanpe’ phserved ", ,.900e people sugrest both ETOUps
 gould be served with the development of Sningwauk by the
pollege with & gection dedicated LD Ipdian !tuﬁtes.“l
The priﬂcimal of Algoma. OT. 180 Brown, has EUEftEtBﬂ
path in the prese and to the author the hope that guch &8
prog ranme might be inp]ementtd. Hewever, DT. Brown Tesign®

as principal ghig sprirfg. eo that the prnwused jrdian TLud-

ies section 1% =541l pypothetical. fo,x' .
The deeisiont over Shingwius Hall remaln to be aP- 4 _;;¢r

poun ced . This bullding, which instiga-ed 8 copmunity sLTUg-

gle and ip which Indian aducatlon wWAS car-ied of for one A5 ! i

hundred Years, may in the future lose 118 attachment B2 e oy

ipainns, 1f the decision 4a adverse L© vhe local gribes, E*:" i

thers ma¥ be sharp protests from the ojib-ray who feel that1 n

they B8TE moTally right iD 1emandine that the gite be COD= |

ginued fo¥ Indian purposes- Thiz is erpecially likely¥ W :

sipce the lastk two yaars nes se(n & apectacular rise in el ; L i

the visibility grd forcefulness pf Indian gxponerts of
pationalism, qwareness, and nilitarsy. Haviee gerved In=
dians foT penrly ohi hundreé years thers may re Severe

eriticism if the ghingwark L8 adapted IZT other nurposes.

1 gl obe and Msil (12 petobeT, 1970}, P- (18

The Globe BEC ==
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d=
Nates: A few of the fontnotes for the Sault Daily itar are nob
precise because they wore taken from the ECcTApDOUK ol the BV,
joel Coater, fozm T Prineipal of the Shingweuk. He did rot al-
ways date tha columns. However excest fer the exce tiorE poted,
they all date from 1973, During the essay 1 used the [rejuent
shart form current in sault Ste, Marie Soo Star Tor the news=
paper's full pame.

Please note that words such as ipriestt ard tFuther' are not

nhe preserve of the Rosan Catholic Church, but are com—on usage
{n the Church of Englend =pd the angliean Church of Canada.

The latter term repladed the former (3.of E. &P gapsda) in 1955.
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