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DUHIHG THE
1820°s the Ofib-
way of the 5t. Mary's
River had besn an
_important part of the
growing Indian-white
community al Saalt Ste.
"farie. They were
sooeasfiol as fishermen
and hunters while their
trade was courted by
the many competing fur
companies. Their al-
legiance 100 was courted
by the British. They
fought for the Queen,
successfully defending
their home-grounds
against Yankee en-
croachment. In retarn,
promises had been given
by the crown to provide homes for the
people. In addition, & missionary and
a school was promised to them. The
bands fully expected to be included in
all future plans for the area.
Shingwaukonce, father of Augustine,
a wise and politically astute chief, was
determined that his people would be
assured an equal opportunity to share
in, or perhaps even control, the deve-
lopment of the local economy. How-
ever, following the settlernent of border
hostilities with the United States, it
became clear that the British were not
Yout o honour their promises,
ingwaukonce donned his snowshoes
and marched, in the dead of winter,
to Toronto where he was determined
to obtain the support promised his

people.
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Aupusting Shingwauk (pletured abave wivh bl wifels "7 hope before T die fo see o
preat peaching wipwam built af Garden Biver wiere childeen from rhe prear Qfilway
Lakr wowld b recerved and clothed and fed and sought how 1o read and wiiee sad sl
Agw 1o farm and build homes and make clodiing so thae by and by riry mipghs po bock
aad neach rhdir e pecple. ™

Governor Colborne agreed 10
Shingwaukonce's requests and con-
struction of a community began on
the outskirts of the Sault where the
band was living. A farmer was sent
to teach agriculiure and oxen were
supplied to do the heavy work. A
missionary arrived to Christianize
the Indian while a teacher was provided
to educate the children, In 1835 a
school was completed.

Homes were staried but never
finished while the farmef and school-
master were goon recilled. A change
in governors beought Frincis Bond-
Head to power—a man who believed
that Indians were bettér of [ to remain
in their “original condition",

Shingwauk complained, *,..you
promised me houses but as et nothing.

Yes, we are poor, "

The people were
indesd disillusionsd with
white government, but
Shingwauk's hopes for
his people did not die.
He moved the band
downstream and settled
the band ar Garden River.

Shingwaukonce still
harboured his wish for
& church and school as
he was these as the two
means of bringing the
Indian people equality,
The church would Christ-
janize the Indians as he
had been led to believe
that ““the Great Spirit
blesses the whites and
teaches them things be-
cause they are Christian and the school
would teach the Indians new skills 1o
cope with the new “world’." ;

In the negotiations leading to the
Robinson Treaty of 1850, Shingwauk
asked for recognition of a grant of 200
acres the band for a mission and school
at Garden River. However, 8s no grants
made by the Ojibway prior to the
Treaty were Honoured, there could
be no school,

It was not until the arrival of Reverend
Chance that lessons began at the village.
Shingwauk's son, Buhkweginini
(Pequetchenene) moved to a wigwam,
vacating his log house 1o make 5 home
for the Chance family and a school.
Sunday services were also held here.

Again fate was 10 turn against the
people of Garden River for in 1870



e .ﬂﬂ_ y
i

T
¥

_Wr._._

A

i
i
..._.rn._._:__.

|

i

l

|
! —__T. __ ._: :

__ __.r, i

—

All pictuses E!;Mlllm&um of Canada 0.5 A

 —




Awgustine Shuingwak

Rev, Chance was transferred to the
Garden River reserve. Shingwauk,
who had become chief of the band
when his father died, was alarmed
that the people were again (o be aban-
doned. Following in his father's
faotsteps he went to Toronto to plead
for a school.

“The time is passed,”” he said, for
r  oeople 1o live by hunting and
i ag as our forefathers used to do;
if we are to continue 1o exist at all we
must learn to gain our living in the
same way as the white people.""

Meanwhile in hopes of getting
support, Shingwauk set aside 300
acres for an Industrial School-—-a place
where he hoped children could learn
both a trade and how to survive in a
changing world.

Reverend E.F. Wilson was the
answer to Augustine Shingwauk's
dream—a man who preached that if
Christianized, there would be no limit
to the success of the Indian people.
Wilson taught that the Indians could
be teachers, farmers, (radesman-
whatever they wished. He believed that
“there is in the Indian a perfect cap-
ability of adapting himself to the
customs of the white people...but he
wants advantages given him while
young and he requires 1o be drilled into
the use of those advantages. '

Wilson had come from England
seeking "a wild free life away from
the restraints of civilization.” Once
F hereceived “the call™ to help the
v .0 people make the transition from
hunting and fishing 1o Aew ways aof
gaining a livelihood. His first mission
was in Sarnia with Chief Wawanosh,
When funding was cul off there he was
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asked by Shingwauk 10 make Garden
River his home. With Wilson's energy
and Shingwauk's determination, the
gieal teaching wigwam of the Chief's
dream was finally to become a reality.

The Indians of Garden River had
another problem 10 overcome—ihey
needed money 1o build the Industrial
School, Since there was no money
forthcoming from the government or
mission societies, Wilson and the
principal men of Garden River set out
1o raise it themselves, When Shingwauk
and Wilson collected only 5300 on a
wur of southern Ontario, the reverend
and Buhkweginini 2t off for England
to try their luck there,

The two fund-raisers attended peas
and public lectures arranged by Wilson's
family connections. During these
Buhkweginini would wear his traditional
dress and tell Ojibway legends or of
how he had become a Christian, They
also sold souvenirs to the English such
as photos of the reserves. They were
a g success and many families signed
up Lo sponsor an Indian child at the
school,

And so the school was built—a
rambling two storey frame building
called ""The Shingwauk Industrial
Residential School™ in honowr of
Augustine Shingwauk.

However, the problems of the chief
were not over, The task of recruiting
pupils proved to be a harder Lask than
raising funds. Buhlweginini counsellsd
the people on sending their children
to the school to be educated, but
parents saw litthe value in doing so even
though the chief"s son promised to
send two of kis own daughters. Wilson
complained that the parents “*seemed
to care little whether their children are
in their place at class or roving about
the bush with bow and arrow, "

The first students came instead from
the south-Walpole 1sland and Sarnia.
Since humting and fishing had declined
10 a greater exient in the south, the
people on these reserves were in need
of learning a trade and Chief Wa-
wanosh approved. 5So, the fiest
studerits, Mancy Maudee and one other
from Walpele along with Mary Jane
Kabaoosa, Mary Jane Jacobs, Betsy
Corning, Elizabeth Bird, John Rodd
and Tommy Winter enralled,

Six days after the school was buile
tragedy struck. The building burned
te the ground. Fortunately no lives
were lost, Many believed that the fire
was deliberately set because of the
hostility on the reserve against the
school from those opposed to change.

Even this did not force Shingwauk
and Wilsen to give up, They rebuilt
the school and this time around the
task went much more smoothly, Twice
as much money poured in from England
and Canada only this time no touwrs
had 1o be made, The town council of
Sault Ste. Marie granted 3500 for
Wilson 1o buy 92 acres on the fdverfront
cast of Sault Ste. Marie.

The comerstone for the new school
was laid by the highest of dignitaries—
the Ciovernor General of Canada, in
one of the most gala events the Sault
had ever seen. A splendid luncheon
was put on with all the leading citizens
of the Sault in attendance.

Building did not stop with the schoal,
A chapel was built on the river for the
daily uvse of the students, A girls
school, named Wawanosh in honour
of the Sarnia chief, was also built two
miles away from the boy's schoaol,
Apparently, Wilson's strict British
upbringing could not bear to see both
sexes housed under the same roof.

Unfortunately there was a negative
side to the rebuilding of the school.
The Indians were not involved in the
fund-raising or planning of it and it
location was ecight miles from the
reterve, Also the ceremonies surround-
ing its opening were mainly for the
people of the Sault—not for the Indians.
Its rebuilding marked a beginning of
a split between the school and the local
Indian community. It also signified
the end of Indian input.

The purpose of the Shingwauk
school was to lead the Ojibway from
& “‘life of poverty, dirt and ignorance. "
It was patterned on other Industrial,
residential schools opening across
Canada duri i

1~"We don’t wish to un-Indianize
| them," said Rev. Wilson, “*but for

| their own good, induce them 1o lay
aside the bow and fish-spear and put

their hand to the plough or make them

. wicld the tool of the mechanic,” Upon

“gradiation ir was hoped thati the
“Wawanosh girls and the Shingwauk
bovs may be united in marriage and by
their good conduct and tdily kept
cottages”™ be good examples 1o those
on the reserve, Four areas of teaching
were stressed; good personal habits
ssuch as cleanliness and being punctual,
learmang of English, reading and wniting,
trades such as carpentry or farming
for the boys and house keeping for
the girls,

From the moment a child arrived at
the school he or she was taught the art
of cleanliness whether they needed it



ornot. Each was “tubbed, disinfected
and hair cut."" Each morning beds were
made and floors were scrubbed *'sa
clean vou could eat of f them.” Chaores
were to be done in an allotted period
of time always “*procesding by the bell
in an orderly manner.”” Elijah Crow,
age 10, wrote the following school essay
in 1889 on tidiness:

"We ought to be iidiness while we are
bows and when we are men (o be tidy
as ¢an be; that is we are Ral fo throw
awgdy owr fhinps. HWe are fo keep them
wrlil it 5 very old amd i canner Be e
any mone; bul we ought mat to be burnr
them dn firg or throw them away into
the bush where i canmotl be seer, Angd
anyrhing we wanrl 1o do we oughi fo
do it ance and not 1o be lale in the role
il and we mst rot be late at school. ™

The following 5 a timetable of a
typical day at school recorded at the
turn of the century:

""The bell rings ar & o'clock in the
FICNTIRE. . EVETWOvTE wizshes, ey dressed
and the business of the day begins.
The boys go owr end do choves.., There
are 34 head of cattle 1o feed, milking
fo be done...wood ro carry, walks o
sweep, siables ro clean, in foct a regular
round that any farm bay knows,

“While they are engaged ar this, the
girls are gelling breakfast. No kit and
FRiss preparation kere, buf eack fo her
rask and [they aref raught fo start the
right, with @ well cooked, wholesome
break fizst, whick comes to the table o
L At 2220 all gather for prayers...only
20 minutes bul one of the greal lessons
has been faught,

"It s close to & o'clock and the boys
line up fo receive instructions for the
day'’s work. . half of the boys work
during the miorning while the other half
goes fo school, Between the line up
firme and school kowrs they go outf and
play. The girls gev af their housework
sorubbing, sweeping, dusting, making
beds. Even the tiniesi do their lile
tasks, i i is only to gather up the kiR
books or sirgighten the chairs, They
are little housekeepers in the making.
Ar 8:45 the bows and girls ger in line
Jor inspection and march into school.

“Sehoo! dissnizses for dinner at 11:45.
That gives the girly time o set the
raifes and put on the dinner, eal and
clegr up again. At 4 o'clock school
iets ot for the day and there is another
play time, Supper is af 5:30 and then,
while rhe girls clear away, the boys do
the eveming chores. [In the evening
there is guite little spare time. High
school and entrance students study
until 9 o'clock. The lirtle children go

to bed immediately after evening
prayers. In rhe winter they are fucked
away gbour T oand in the summer gt
dark, "

The principal boasted that students
were being taught to do everything
for themselves. So they were, bui there
was an additional reason for making
them work and this was a necesgity.
Funds were very low. In the early
vears children were fed on 4 cents a
redl. Therefore, the school had (o be
almost self-supporting. Extra money
was edrned in Sault Ste. Marie an
advertisement from 1885 reads:

"Laundry work, carpeniry and shop
work done ai moderale rates al the
Shingwauk school, Orders for shoes
faken.""

There were s0Me SUCCESSEs AMONE
the students of Shingwauk Schoaol,
For example, there was Joseph
Esquimau who graduated as a teacher
and opened a schoolhouse at Nipigon.
Most successes, however, were bilter-
sweet such as that of William Saguche-
way of Walpele [sland who completed
high school and was 10 enter college
to become a priest. William, who had
been to England, was very respected
by students and staff bui he died at 19
from a cold caught while working at
the school,

Sickness and death was a great cause
of unhappiness among the children,
Often children were sick when they
arrived. Tuberculbosis, called consump-
tion in those days, was common and
viruses spread quickly, A small grave-
vard behind the school is full of Indian
children who died from such illnesses,
A second cause of unhappiness was
the abrupt change from life on the
reserve to the unfamiliarity of school
life. Another was the teaching put
forth by the instructors that Indian
culture was inferior. Wilson boasted
that “‘not a word of Indian is heard
from our boys after six months."
This was achieved through sirict dis-
cipline and rigorous punishment.
Punishment was given every night at
seven to those who broke any of the
rules such as speaking Ojibway or
being late for class. There was even
a "jail" for serious offenders. Under-
standably Shingwauk's day book is full
of reports of runaways, most of whom
were found and brought back.

The greatest factor of the limited
sucoess of the Shingwauk School system
in its early years was the lack of Con-
fidence by the parents in this system.
They doubted if it provided the best
education, for their children. The

Rewerend E.F. Wilson

Qjibway educational system was very
different from that of the school as the
children worked with their parents and
learned by imitating, Boys learned (o
humt and Ffish beside their fathers while
the girls learned to cook with their
mathers.

Apprenticing to become a member
of the 1%h century working class
could not have given much joy either,
COme wonders at Wilson's opinion that,
“‘our apprentice boys work ten hours
per day, isx days per week and very
rarely ask for a holiday. Having once
become accustomed to regular work,
they like it and will stick 10 it as well
as 'IHE. LR}

It must also be taken into consider-
ation that there were even problems
o overcome for those who did
graduate from the school. Jobs wers
scarce and the Indians sometimes faced
prejudice in the white man's working
world, Older relatives and friends
were often suspicious of those who
took these jobs and so alisnted them-
selves from the workers, [t was

difficult for the graduate to fit into

either world,

However, many lamilies were con-
vinced to send their children to the
school when Wilson would tell them of
the tremendous value of training a
child his way. He would travel by the
Shingwauk boat, “'The Evangeline,"”
to the willages from Sarnmia to Forl
William and once the parenis had
agned up, he would sail away with the
children. It was only after the boat
had left that parents would realize
the significance of not sesing their
child for five years.

Maturally families missed having

Fa



their children at home, The day book
al the school has many entries which
say that the “*mother took (the student)
put.”* This, of course, greatly upset
the staff.

“The parenis were the grealer
problem...they would demand their
children back again after they had been
admiried some few wesks. .. The parents
being accompanied by a retinue of

Specrad 5
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relations...which meant feeding the
whiole family for an indefinite period
or giving up the child, ™

Few parents allowed a child younger
than ten to leave home and the average
stay at the school was (wo years, [t
was, therefore, almost impossible to
obtain the kind of resulis that Reverend
Wilson hoped for.

Wilson could see positive features.
He was sure that life for the child was
aften happy at the school and some
students did enjoy their teachings
while others graduated and found jobs.
The school provided a very real service
in providing a home for orphan
children. Yet, in his frustration over
the failures he digressed further and
further from his original purpose—he
one shared by Shingwauk which was
to create a climate of egquality for the
Indian people.

So the reverend suggesied a break
with the reserve. He decided that
graduates should establish a model
cofmmunity from which the old people
who refused 1o adapt 10 the white
culture would be barred.,

Then, when “integration’" became
the popular philosophy in the late
1880's and 1890's, he began 1o preach
that the Indians and whites shouwld
become “one in language, one in
pursuits, tastes, ambitions and hopes.
What we want to do with our boys"'
he continued ““is 10 make Canadians
of them. When boys leave our insti-
tubion, insiead of refurning to ther old
wiys of Eving, we want them bo becoms
apprenticed out 1o white people and
to become in fact, Canadians,"*

When Wilson spoke of “one'" n
language, ambitions and hopes he really
meant that the Indian children were
1o give up their heritage and o beoome
like the white man. This was nol the
concepd of equal opportunity espowsed
by the Indians. They had wished 1o
learn from the white man 0 order 1o
add to the Indian way of life,

The 1890"s marked the end of one
era in the history of Shingwauk School.
Wilson resigned i 1892 1o make his
home on Salispring Island off the
coasl of British Columbia. Augusiine
Shingwauk died in 1890 and Buhk-
weginind in 1900, Without the personal
interest and drive of these men the
school changed drastically, [t indeed
became “‘an institution”" and was no
longer & dream. It became a school
for those at Sault Ste. Marie rather
than **for children of the great Ojibway
Lake, Oarden River."
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