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John Seymour Hayes (1884=1357) by: Dorothy Bowers
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Rﬁnﬁwdqhhr,lﬁﬂ,lﬂthmmumul
full day helping to move *Fop* and "™Mom' Hayea' furniture to their
uﬂ;hﬂlthm-ltlﬂm&trntl..mttfnhnmmtun
utﬂ-nld-tm-h:-thrhdﬂﬂmﬂmrnuqm-. They ware
ﬂuuh'-udnummdtm.uhnmmwﬂn
befors getting back to the school. Martin Blackbird, a quiet but deep-
thinking lad, locked at Mr. Hayes and asked; "Fop, how did an Englishe
“muwmuhmuumwm
here in Sanlt Ste. Marie, Ontario? Flease tell us how you cams to be
:nmuumﬁ:nm.ﬂ'
"Thds zay take some time boym, so make yoursslves comfortabls whils
I light up sy pipe. J‘utuln-mm-furt_mlﬂtqmrmu
some of your geography lassons.
Imhummhtmﬁnﬂiutht;rutﬂtrnrhmhﬂmd.m
Jamary &th, lass, ¥y parents owmed a Pub in Londen, but I wasn'™ to
untmlmghthﬂw,uqmthnm&thrm—hﬂQIm
hﬂmmmmmmmm-m, Fose and
®yself. When I was five years old mother died and mot too long after T
weat to live in the littls village of Weston, in North Hertfordshirs,
umqumm-,mmhmurnmmmwu,
in a lovely old brick home on Fore Street. Hertfordshire was beautiful
mmmuwmmmuhmm-mm
earlisr days spemt in the crowded streets of London. Aunt Beatrice
tlﬂghtlnhlhthrimpmhﬂiﬂmmuhr%m:l-l-



many ysars sxtremsly prospsrous, and as a boy I went to work in the
gardens, and then later on in the gresnhousss, whers we grew beamtiful
orcidds. When our frismds, Mr. and Mrs., Wise, came to wisit us frem
Tottenham in London, with their pretty daughter Helema, I would make
sure thers was a fresh orchid for Halena to take home. I don™ think
sbe was too food of me at first, although our familisa had bean frisnds
in London, but I belisve thes orchids eventually halped to win her cwer!
Now, arcund the turn of the century in England, agriculturs was
beginning to collapes. A serise of extremsly bad growing seascos had
aggravatad its initial stages, but the main cause was the developmant
of the Amsrican Prairiss as grain lands, mow within reach of the English
market, Tou lads can imagine that this new coumtry, with its great
expanss of virgin soil counld produce smormous quantities of grain, which
in twrn were carried on the new railway systems to the various porta
and then shipped on the steamers acrosa the Atlamtis. Although our
English agriculture was more sclemtific and more highly capitalized, yot
under thess conditions we couldn'™ compsts with the Americans, Because
England believed in free trade, our govermment didn*t place a food tarif?
{or tax) om imported goods, as many of the other Eurcpean countries did.
This meant that many of the large farma began to shrink in size and
produce less and lesss commercial orops. And this is esmctly what was
bappening on the Fairlsigh Estate where I worked. Farm hands were find-
ing themselves out of jobs, and began to move into the larger samufacturing



oemtres, cr overseas o ths coloniss. It was a strong characteristic
of cur peopls to "betier themselwes’. Uncle George, who had been
worrying about these conditions for scms time, bagan to talk to me
more and more about opportunities for young men in the Americas. He
told me that be had read in the newspaper that in just ten years the
acreage of wheat in Znglard had fallen by nearly & =illion asres, aod
that scme hundred thousand farm labourers wers no longer needed on the
farms. Thess figures were pretty frightening and I began to wonder
wiat my future might be if I stayed on the estats.

tWhen I was twenty years old I received a letter from a boyhood
friond, Herbert Underkill, who had lived with his grandfather, the
Miller in cuwr village, for a time and had since emigrated to Canada.
In 1897 Herbert and his two brothers had worked logring in or around
Georgetown in Southern Ontario. When Jobs had become scarce they mowed
porth and found work clearing land for Mr. Bains on St. Joseph Islard.
Herbert ssemed quits happy and urged me to come to Caoada and join him.
After much soul-searching and many talks with oy sweetbeart Heleoa, I
£inally decided to make the move and emigrats to Cansda early in September
af 1904.

I travellesd first to London whare sad good=bgyes wars sald to ey
family and Helena, with the promise that I would come back to make her
my wife just as soocn as I was established in Camsda. Then began the
train trip to Liverpool where I boarded the ship for the next lap of



L
qluqm. I soet tall you that trawvelling third class was no
lmeury trip, and there were smix of us blokes all crowdsd imts coe
rather suall cabin. For four of ua, it was our first sea woyage, and
we sxperisnced varicus degrees of ssasiciness during the pext twelve
dayse. Mdmm—utumhuﬂmﬂhﬂmmﬁ:hth
adidrg districts of Cape Ereton, whils ancther brave soul decided he
would set up a homestead and farm in Saskatchesan. He had no knowlsdge
whatsosver of farsing as the pearest be had been to a farm in Eirmingham
was a nedighbour who kept a dosen chickenw, I wished him Inch.

Stopping off the boat in Halifax was indesd stepping imto a new
land. About 90F of the passengers were hew immigrants into Camada, all
fealing as I did, wery strangs, and a great mmber frem the Continent
not ables to speak the language. Lione of us quite knew what was abead of
uinﬂd.-nihmﬂ.r;.

The paxt thres days om the train ware an experience I shall never
forget. The hard, wooden—slattsd, bons-sbaking seats were ocur beds at
mdght, and for wost of the journey I shared a seat with Tom, who was
beading for Saskatchmwan. (ur meals were sketchy, as peither of us had
very much morwy in our pockets, but we did try to oip owt to the staticn
cafs in a few of the larger cantrss for one dscent meal a day. The
countrynide became a blase of colour as we passed through the maple
Hﬂdmm,-niuthhﬂmmmﬂrmduunﬂnnm
colours in the many lakes we passed, my strangeoess and lomelinsas
gradually maltesd swxy and I began to fesl that I hed indeed come to a
beautifol country.



I sadd good-bye to =y travelling comparion in Sudbury, as be
changed traine for the west, and onoe again I was on =y owm for the
last lap of the ‘curney to Ssult Ste. Marie. After many stops at
the tiny stations oy train fipelly pollsd intoc the little station
in Saalt Ste, Haris at abont 3 cfelock. Upon making inguirdies I
found a team of horses would be lsawing for Rlchards? Lapdins, 3,
Jossph Ialand, after plcicing up some supplies at the station. And so at
about 8 ofclock that eweming my long weeks of trawelling had finally
coms to an end and I was re-umited with my school friemd, Herbert Under=
hill, oow an establisbsd Canadian farmer.

Herbert had halped clear land for Mr, Haine, and consequently bought
fifty acres wien hs had saved esough money., His two brethera had sach
bought fifty acres on sdjoining lots and wers busy building up farss of
thedr ovm. Herbert later bought cut one of his brothers and expanded his
farming to cattls, sheep and pigs, as well as a mmber of chickens.

I spont my first year woridng on HerbertTs farm and living scith him
in kis log bhome. Ky first winter was pretty hard on me, as I had never
been used to soow or below freeming tesperatures. Herbert scon) had me
outfitted in a pair of locally mads mocassine and heawy broeches. I was
able to keep warm by splitting cords and cords of wood for the stove,
bexides assisting with the farm chores, and soon began to £it in with
the Camadian social 1ife as well. What fun it was om a erisp, clsar
winter might to pile into a sledgh with a mmber of other young people
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and go for a slaighride over the smow packed corduroy roads. I must

admit, I was scon to find out that trawelling the roads was a great

deal more comfortabls in the winter than in the spring? The ladiss of
the community often held "Quilting Bees™, and it was quits common ta

see them all gathered arcund a frame, transforming materials from cut—
grown dresses or shirts into beautiful, warm, bed quilts. I was the
reciplent of one of these quilts my first Christmas in Canads and used
it for many yeara.

I most adwit that as the winter months dragged on, my thoughts often
turned to England, to my lovely Hslena and to Aunt Beatrics and lUnels
George, as well as to the lovely, comfortable hoee T had left behind.
Had I done the right thing in leaving England and coming to live in these
rather primdtive conditions? Weould edty-born and bred Heleoa ever be able
to adapt to this rustic 1ife? Her lstters, read and re-resd so many
times in the privacy of my littls rocam, gave ms hops that she could be
bappy with me in Camads - but still at the back of my mind thers was a
gouedng uneasiness as to whethsr I should stay in this small commumity,
or perbaps lock for work in a larger cemtre whare the adjustmsnt wouldntt
be quite so severe.

After the busy calfing and lamhing season was over in the spring, I
felt that I had been with Herbert long encugh and was abls to secure
work on Mr. Eains? farm as a laborer, sarning a ssall salary of $18.00
a month plus my keep, The years alipped by, and in 1910, after working
first oo the Underhill farm, then on Mr., Bains' farm for a year, and
then for four years both elsaring land and helping on the farm of Mr,
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JﬁM,Iummtnmirmwhthmu;
mtﬂtp.hﬂulmlﬂh-.uﬂmhMtnhhmﬂ-
appsarance of & good—sized town, with its strestear service and
thriving business such as Globe Clothing Store, Megrinscn Shos Store,
T. E. Simpscn, Furniture, Pinch Groceries, Ercughton's Drug Store,
mhmm&mm,mmmmﬂmmm
Business College. After scanming the Want ids in the Sault Daily Star
for some time, I finally asswered com for the pomition of Farmer at the
Shingwauk Home, as it was then known. The Prineipal, The Hev, Ben
Fuller, accepted my application and I moved my few belonrines to Sault
Ste. Maris, and into a bed-sitting room on the second floor of the
school, and cnce again started a mew life.

To tall you the truth, lads, I had a little diffieulty at Sirst
mummqmmpﬂmﬂmwmm
School . lmhitmmhﬁthluntaidlthlnﬂng:htdnﬂuitr,
ﬂthit-ﬂu—mm,mmthwuthuluﬂnﬂrm.
mm:tmttm-.lmmu&mﬂ:mmm,
whdch was built in 1934. The one I came to was buillt in 1874, through
the eiforts of the Rev. Ehard Wilson, an Anglican missiceary, and
Chiaf Bublomijensne of Garden River, who hed travelled to England to
Taise the money for a 'Great Teaching Wigwam?. I am sure you have all
mmmﬂmﬂmmmmnmmmmm,
with accommodation for forty studemts, and how 14 mystsriously burped
down just six days after its opeming. Stubborn Englishzan that he was =




Mr. Wilscn was still determined that the Indian children should hawve
thel> schoal, so be immsdistaly wired the news of the disaster to
England, and within a week or two £350 bad been subscribed to the
rebuilding, The funds grew steadily, both frem English and Canadian
contributicns, as well as the inmurance and government comtributions,
untdl 512,000, was raised. The declsion as to locatdon of the new
school vas pot sasily reached. The Carden Elver Indian Band had besn
aaked if they would swrender ons hundred scres of land on the ressrve,
but seelng that tbere were both Protestant and Homan Catholls Indiaos
in the Eand, they were hesitant abeut nalcing this decisicn, The
Fodedpality of Sault Ste. Harde had offered a bomus of $500. provided
the school was built within the bounds of their smmdedpelity. As a
result, Mr. ¥ilson wss successful in purehasing 91 aeres of land, about
two miles below the willage, for the smm of $500. In dus time the now
school, with its main building 75 feet long by 38 feet wide, was ready
to accomodats from ssventy to sighty popdla. A seperate building,
eallad kthe Inflmmary, was erected to care for aged or sick Indians,
who could mot lock after theoselves. There were also other buildings
for the induytrial trades such as carpsntry amd boat maldnz, and of
course the farm bulldinge at the back. TYou fellows hawe 1ife pretty
easy thess days coopared with thoss young lads. TYou only have a fow
bousehold chores, such as malkdng your beds and elesaming up the dormitory
and recreation aress and such-like. These boys would rise at the crack
of dovn and do their chores frem & to 2:30 each morming. Some would be



with me, feeding the chickens and sathering eggs, feading the cattls
and horass and =ilicing the oows; others bringing in the fire wood or
fatohing water from the river with THubnedooshish?, the 1ittls grey
peoy. IT11 bet you didn?t kpow that we sven had cur own fish boye and
beimr boys who helped to make the bread in the huge brick cvems. (me
of the coldsst jobe was when wa went out on the riwer and cut the huge
bloeks of ics and dragged them ashere, to be stored in the ice house,
uhdch vas Just back of thes mirls® pligroom. That is how we were abls to
losep cur peat amd perishsble goods, apart from the root callars for the
vegetables. Of courss the girls were 2lso kept very busy, chorming
buttar, asxisting with tha mealsg, and woricing in the laundry and sewing
roomg. I found it pretiy strange at fizst that there were oo sermants at
21l in this encrmous Home, but discowared that this was done for two
reasons; the first being - rightly or wronzly, the school was established
for the popose of making the Indlan children useful and acceptable in
the white soedsty. Secondly, the Chureh found itsslf in & tdobt fioanein]
pesition and there just wasn¥t any mcoey at all for servanta. As &
matter of fict, when the Bew, Den Fuller, who had just recsctly besn
appointad Priscipal of Shinmwmule, hired me, ho mads it clsar to me that
there would be very littls salary svailable umtil the schbool got on it'a
foet again finanedally, but I wemld hawe my room and board prowided.
Mrs. Foller and thair danghter Berma, both worked full time for mo wages,
and it turnsd out that I put in three years with no salary except my fare
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back to England to ba marrisd in 1513.

Martin, I suspect that you are wondering how an English san,
brought up in an absolutely different farm enviromment, amd accustomed
to a mmch milder climate, adjusted to this completsly different lifes
style. Well, to start with, I did have something in eceson with the
ehdldren, They, for the most part, were far swey from thedr familiea
and frismds, and had to contend with locelinoss jost as Idid, I am
sure I foond the rules and regulations of institwtional 14fe just as
frightending amnd constricting as those cidldren at first, but like the
children, I bad to put =y perscoal thoughts aside such of the time, and
H11 oy daye with the tasks set out for oo oo the farm. I scon pot
msed to communicsting by hand sigmals with ry boys who had not yet
learned English, as I knew no Cree or Ojibway, bot it was asssing how
qudeldy tha children picked vp the langmame. Thery weres so proud when
they could coma to mwe with new words they had lsarped in the elassroom.

Up untdl just a few ysars ago, we cultivated most of the Vhaek
fortisa® and bad good crops of turndps, potatoes, cooTots, beets, cnlons,
cabbagws and cther yegetables, beszldss our livestock = cattle, chickens,
turkeys and geass. So you sas, by providine so moeh of oor own prodoes
and meat, the children as wall as the staff were able to have a plain,
but wholescew dist.

In tha sommr, thoss boys who werent™ ables to o home to thedr
fapilies would alp me with the haying, and would receive a sma]l amcwnt
of spanding money. We bad hay lots and a garden, down whers the Hankin
Location now is, and at coe tinme rested a hay lot in Xorah, in the
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vicdmity of the Third Line. The children put in long hours with me,
but wa had some fun on the bay rides back inmto towm.

The first thres wintars were long and dreary, and without the
gardening I was given to brooding and wailting for the day when I could
gt back to England and marry Helema. What did I hawe to affer her
here = just a 1ifs of hard work and little money. Would she be wdlling
to accept thia, or was it indeed fair to even expect ber to lsave her
home in a large city, to come to this mmll town, with very few of
the comforts of bhoma? Oh how I longed Just to see her, and talk to ber.
This longing eventmally became too mnch for me to bear and I tald Mr.
Paller that I sizply mmst go Thack home®, lot wishing to lose my
services as Farmer, ha firally agresd that on January lst, 1913, he would
provide =y fare to England on the condition that I returm to work at
the school aftsr my marriage.

¥hat a warm reunion when the ahl p docked in Southarpton, after
such a cold twelwve days at sea, for there to meet ma were Halsma, Aunt
Beatrice and Uncls Gecrge. Three days latsr, on Jamuary 15th, we ware
marrisd in the stataly old Holy Trindty Choreh in Tottsnham. Although
I had worked for thres years without a salary, I had managed to keep
enough money from my farming days om St. Joseph Island to take my bride
for a short honeymoon on the Ials of Wight... '

Arriving back in Senlt Ste, Maris on Harch 30th, with my wife, I
was happder than I had been in some years, and determined to work hard
and mice & good 1ife for Halema. It was pot an easy adjustment for
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Helena, who had been brought up in a comfortabls home, attended Private
Schools, and who had a dresssaker to keep her in the latest fashions in
elothing = to suddenly find hersslf in the midst of a struggling
institution with its accempamying shabbiness and frugal living, and

with all these "foredgn' children with thedr strange manrers of bebaviour.
She had to work hard to overcoms the extreme hurt she falt whea the
ehildren laughed at her for calling candies "sweets' and other such
typleally English expressions, which to these boys and girla scunded so
funny. Having only two rooms to kesp clsan and tidy alse lsft my wife
with too much time on her hands for brooding and homesickness, so at ons
podnt she went to the Hatron, Mias Bottrell, and asked if thers wasn't
somsthing ahe gould do. In answer, the Matron disappearsd and arrived
back shortly with a bolt of pavy blue cotton and a pattern, and set my
inexperisnced wife to work sewing aproms for the girls. This launched
Helema's sewing career and from that rether crude first apron, I just
couldntt begin to tall you how many aprons of all sizes and shapes amd
colours that she bhas sewn, both for the use of the girls and staff members,
and later for sale at our annual Christmas bazaars, This did help Helers
hhlmmmmmtlﬂhmmuﬂ,mmtmnrbﬂm—
mww.mwpmmnmn:mg:h,um
woriced along with them in the mending and sewing room. As you realizs,
she was later to become affecticnately known as "Hom® to children and
adults alike at the school.
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Shortly befors cur first child Margaret was born, we moved inmto
llrprllﬂn;q-rtm,nﬂnhmnuﬂdtnthmpﬂllm,
lmthﬂiﬂuhmwmrnuumnhﬂdﬁmpmmm
years later. thth:bmhnun,uhﬂ.:hmhujmth—ﬁrnﬂtﬂ.
h“lﬁdhhhhunnﬂthn-hhmmmmnlmghn
bave & real home for our family.

ds the years went by mny changes tock place, including the bulldine
of the present school, and subsequent tearing dewn of the original Home
in 19357 as well as changes of Principal and staff members. [me to
some changes in policy, amd also to the fact that my back had been
truuhungnlmﬂllldnimthhnrhmmt,Imhnpndn
pﬂﬂdmm,h&lﬁhlﬂi.mrﬂmwﬂﬂnﬂmﬂ,
dmugmmnwpnum.mnrmumqmﬁm&mw
Fourth Class papers. However, during the pericd of the constructisn of
mﬂiﬂhmlIdidmuHightHntMﬂthnulwﬂﬂﬁ.Mt
month. In 1935 the Eew, C. F. Hives breought me back to the school, but
this time as Enginser in the mew building, Of courss you fellows pretty
Well know what this job has entailed, what with the steam boilsrs, the
laondry rocm equipmsnt, the furnace at the Fauvguisr Chapal, as well as
the gemeral maintenance of the school to ses ta,

¥d we ever want to go back to England to 1ive? Tes, Martin, I would
hﬂthummmthanmmmgiﬂm
about leaving our hoseland, particularly at such times as when members
of cur families were 111 and when deaths occurred, and there wers so



many miles beiwean us. EHowever, by the time ocur children were growing
wuﬂmﬂhm.hthﬂllﬂwlh&mﬁthmunﬂmtm,
even though there were the lsan depression years to contemd with,
Carads was a young and growing comnmtry, with hopefully a great future
for our children, and this is where our roocts wers now firmly smbedded,
dnd where else could a lowly farser or engioeer have the opportunity to
sbake hands with not less than five Covernors Ceneral of Canada, from
the Duke of Commanght to Viscount Hassey? Certainly not im England,
of that I am sure, ]

How fellews, many thanks for all your help to-day, but if you don't
get aleng now you will niss your supper.®
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