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Response to Press Reports of Diverted Indian Residential School Settlement Trust Fund Money
 

The Montreal Gazette reported on November 15th that the Conservative Government of Mr. Stephen Harper transferred $82.6 million from the Indian Residential School Settlement Trust Fund to the Department of Human Resources and Skills Development (Tories transfer funding, by Elizabeth Thompson).

 

"This report is causing confusion for Survivors and Canadians regarding how the Indian Residential School Settlement money is being used.  The last thing we need is more 'poor' communication."  said Michael Cachagee, Chairperson of the National Residential School Survivors' Society.  "This is a good example why there needs to be a regular reporting regime in place regarding any financial transactions taking place with regards to the Trust fund and expenditures being made to Survivors.  This is our agreement, yet we have never seen one report to tell us how the money is being spent.  Who is supposed to report on Trust Fund expenditures to Survivors, the beneficiaries of the Settlement Agreement?"   

 

NRSSS has requested a full accounting of financial expenditures and a report on the progress with regards to all the issues that have been raised by Survivors from the National Administration Committee (NAC). The NAC will be meeting next week in Vancouver, British Columbia.  The National Administration Committee is a Court established committee that is suppose to administer and report on implementation of the Settlement Agreement.

 

"NRSSS is required to be transparent to Survivors and Canadians in all our activities. Our financial records are available for public scrutiny and we are suggesting that other parties to the Settlement Agreement also need to be transparent." Mr. Cachagee said.

 

Ted Quewezance Executive Director of the NRSSS said, "Survivors are working hard to make this agreement work, but sometimes it is very difficult. For example, over 10,000 survivors, senior and elderly were given early compensation of only $8000.00 under the Advance Payment program.  What is not known to many is that there were approximately 1500 Survivors who attended Indian Residential Schools who where denied compensation because there are no records in existence to verify their residency."

 

It is a matter of public record that the Federal Government systematically destroyed Indian Residential School records in the 1930s, 40s, and 50s.  Survivors have to substantiate their claim that they attended Indian Residential School before any payments are made.

 

Mr. Quewezance continued "Can you imagine being told you are not eligible and in effect you did not attend Residential School?  It is as if you were not abused. It is devastating.  Then you have all the Survivors who are told that their claim is reduced because there are no records to completely verify the claim.  Many Survivors' compensation under the current Common Experience Payment (CEP) program are being reduced because there are little or no records to prove former students attended Residential School. School records are often not organized in such a way to help a claimant research their past history.  Sometimes former students were enrolled by their Indigenous name and were discharged with a new Christian name. or for example, a child's name was "Charles Larry .....", was called "Chuck," for three years, "Larry" for two years or "Lawrence" for seven years or even had a Christian nickname.  The computer system that is used to verify residency does not have these names linked in such a way so a Survivors' compensation is reduced or their claim denied completely.  Gender issues also make some claims difficult to administer because female applicants fill out forms using their married names.  

 

"The letter of denial allows an appeal if there is other information, but a five year old student does not keep records to argue their case."  Quewezance said. "NRSSS submitted a proposal for funding that identified alternative methods to help verify records for claims but the project was not funded. Now there are hundreds and hundreds of Survivors not getting what they are entitled to receive under the CEP program." 

 

"We are calling on all Survivors in Canada to ask questions.  We encourage Survivors to contact their MP's and their Chiefs to request information on behalf of Survivors: Who is responsible for holding all of the parties accountable and why there is not a regular report being issued to Survivors on the Settlement Agreement.  We need to know if the all of the provisions of the Settlement Agreement are being followed.    We are asking our leadership to be more aggressive when defending and representing Survivor interests." Cachagee said.

 

"Survivors have suffered enough. We call on all Canadians to help stop the re-victimizing of Indian Residential School Survivors. In the next few months, we will be asked to participate in a Truth and Reconciliation Process.  It is supposed to be for past wrongs, not present wrongs."  

 

For more information, please contact NRSSS at: 

 

705.949.9422

Toll Free: 1.866.575.0006

(fax) 705.942.8713

info@nrsss.ca

