Indian and Eskimo Residential School Commission

of the
Missionary Society of the Church of
England in Canada

(38.43 The Bible House, 184 Alexander Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba)

ST. JOHN'S INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL. (BUILT 1020)
(Dlocese of Moosonee)

CHAPLEAU 4 ONTARIO

THE SCHOOL CREST
The School colours are black and gold,
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was 82 feet square on the ground floor, with one long room, which was,
o Serve a8 a classroom and ehildren’s dining room, separated by a
Dl from the staff sitfing room and Kitchen, There was an upstairs
with five bedrooms, three of which were for ehildren and the ofher two
for themselves.

At the end of the first year the mumber of pupils in residence had
ncreased from twelve to cighteen, and the attendance at the Christmas
Doty given that vear was fftyix. The children gave a sersice of
“ong in the Town Hall, and the proceeds, which amounted to $36.00,
Tvere used o purchase a Chancel Chair for St. John’s Chureh in the
Town of Chaplea, which was then wnder the Rectorship of the Rev

3y to lend & helping hand when needed

P. Soanes, who was alwvays rea
at the Selo

Mins Sutherland continued as Head Matron for over seven years,
and during that time the pupilage varied, sometimes dropping as low
‘s thirteen, Hovwever, at the time of were farty

fool, mt only in the active life of 00
the Tndians in the settlement for whom she condneted a Bible Class
in the town of Chapleau

In those carly days the W.A. members in Chaplean gave active
assistanee to the stafl of the School in sewing and mending, and they
& keen interest in the school all through the
ry Christmas

Jave continued to take
years, and to share in the outiting of the children

the Bible Classes have provided gifts and good cheer for their

The appreciation of the Tndians themselves for the work which
was being done for them was clearly manifested in 1908 when the
Bramswick Chief visited the School and declared that he could place
Sty children in residence at once if accommodation were available
for them.

Tn April, 1909, Bishop Holmes was transferred fo the Diocese of
ishop of Maosonee, was

Adhabasea, and Bishop Anderson, the pres
conserated to take s place. Under bis direction plans were made
for entarging the School and a new classroom was built. A bridge was
s the river in 1911, and the Rev, . Prever (now
remained in charge until

construeted avri

Canon) was appainted Principal in 1913 an
April, 1924, During his Prinipalship such splendid progress was made
it Turther accommodation became ubsolutely necessary, and the
Dresent building, provided by the Indian Affairs Branch of Govern-

ment, was begun in 1920 on the new site already mentioned, and eom-
pleted in 1 cment of the Sclool was transferred
from the Dioeese to the Missionary Society of the Chureh of England
in Canada, and the Rev, J. 1L Gibson (for some time Canon in the
Diocese of Keewatin) flled the Principalship until he retired on
account.of i health in 1927,

During the years

Mr. G. Suowdon, M.A,, filed the combined
positions of VicePrincipal and Teacher, 1o 1927 he was appointed
Principal, but only oceupied this position for a short time before

coeded by the present. Principal, the Rev
for many years as Principal of the I

ackensio Tiver, and whose Tong. und. fothfl servies there were
roguised by his Bistop by bis appointment o 8 Canonry i that
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SCHOOL PROPERTY
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Holstin cattle, several pigs and 50 hens.

Sehool is supplied with five Horses and a credited herd of
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children, as well as u considerable quanity of hay and green feed for

the stock.
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THE MAIN SCHOOL BUILDING.
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THE STAFF

The staff comprises the following agents in addition to the Prin

cipal: the Head Matron, Boys® Supervisor, Girls’ Supersisor,

Super.

Visor, two Teachers, a Farm Instructor and an Engineer.
er months an additional agent in the capacity of Night Watehman

THE PUPILS
The pupils are recruited from & large area extending from Fort
James T to Fort Francis Reserse in Quebe
in the Bast, and from the Six Nations R

in the south, to Ni on

dian Affair Braneh of Government helps to meet. the e

s in the North

their transportation to and from the School

DAILY ROUTINE

This Seloal, like all the others of the same class, is a busy place
during the week days ax well as on Sunday. On week days the rising

Srain 1o call il o breskast, and at sevenhisty. prayer are con
ducted. While the bigger boys and girls are helping in the way indi-
cated, the younger ones are engaged in looking after their respective

beds and the dormitories. After prayers the ch

the dishes, sweeping floors, dusting farnitur

i .
I of the day are rung for evening study, ehoir practice, lights
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