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•

REPORT
OF THE

DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL
OF

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

DEPART}fENT OF THE INTERIOR,
INDIAN BRANCH,
OTTAWA, December 31st, 1875.
'The Honorable DAVID LAIRD,
Superintendent General of Indian Affairs.
SIR,-I have the honor to submit the Departmental Report on Indian Affairs for
the past year"
. The Department has much cause to congratulate itself on the beneficial effects,
to the Indians generally, occasioned by the suppression, to a great extent, of the liquor
traffic, pl'eviously so prevalent among them. This result is mainly attributable to
the operation of the Act 37' Vic., Cap. 21.
.
From all parts of the Dominion we receive satisfactory reports regarding the
:administration of the law in this respect j and it is trusted, that by a persistent
.enforcement of its provisions, the terrible evil of drunkenness will be almost entirely
.extirpated from ll,mong the Indians. When this much to be desired end shall have
been attained, increased prosperity must be the result.
Monetary assistance has neen continued and, in some few cases, increased aid has
been given to educational institutions already established among the Indians; and in,
accordance with the wise policy which has hitherto guided us in this respect, every
possible encouragement, consistent with the limited means at our disposal for the pur~
pose, has been extended towards the establishment of other schools amongst Indian
bands hitherto unprovided with such institutions.
In this connection the additional grant of two thousand dollars, made with this
.object last Session by the Legislature, on your suggestion, was most opporhme.
Schools were brought into operation !luring the year at Mattawa and Temiscamingue, on' the Upper Ottawa; at South Bay, at Wikwemikongsing, and one for
girls at Wikwe~ikong, on Manitoulin Island; as well as a school at Norway House, in
the liorth-West.
Aid bas also been promised to schools at Shesheguaning, on Manitoulin Island,
and at Fort William, on Lake Superior, as soon as it is shown that the requi~ite
.average attendance thel-eat has been attained.
.
.
9~1!
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The increased anxiety evinced from time t-o time, by Indians, for enfranchisement, indicates that the efforts of the Department to advance, by education and other
means, the aboriginal race, in intelligence, have not been fruitless; and it is hoped
that facilities will be afforded by judicious legislation, for the emancipation from
tutelage of such Indians as may be found fit for and desirous of ~nfranchisement.
With regard to the financial operations of the Department, the revenue which
flows into the Indian Fund, year by year, is of two classes, namely, that which is
derived from the sale of land, timber, stone, and so forth, and which is placed to the
credit of Capital account; and that derived from interest accruing on invested
capital from legislative grants, rents, fines, &c., which is distributed semi-annually
amongst the individuals belonging to the various tribes in the Provinces of Ontario
and Quebec.
In former years the Balance Sheets, showing the condition of the Indian Fund, did
not define clearly how much of the revenue had been capitalized, and how much set
aside for distribution. An effort has been made, at your suggestion, to remedy this in
the accompanying Balance Sheet lettered C, by grouping together the various items of
revenue, which, with the interest at the credit of the fund on the 30th June, 1874,
were available for distribution during 1874-75, under the numbers I, 2, 3, 4 and 5;
and showing on the opposite side of the sheet, under the numbers 2 and 4, the expenditure properly chargeable to interest or distribution account. In like manner the
revenue to be capitalized is shewn under the numbers 5 and 6; and the expenditure
chargeable against capital (being for building and repair of roads, bridges, &c.) is.
shown under the numbers 1 and 3 on the expenditure side of the sheet.
,
The synopsis at the bottom of'the sheet,' shows the revenue received during the
year 1874-75; and available for distribution, to have been $249,991.31; and the
expenditure $194,215.50, leaving a gross balance of $55,575.87, less $431.51 of interest
overdrawn in the case of the Abenakis of St. Francis, and the Chippewas of Lake
Superior; and thus reducing tlle balance to $55,144.36 net, being in the case of the
various tribes and bands mentioned in the balance sheet, the accumulation of interest,
fines and rents during the three months which have elapsed since the last semi-annual
distribution, to the 31st :Th:Iarch last; and in the case of the several funds specified
therein, the gTa,dual increase rel:lulting from a careful expenditure of the usufruct of
the capital at the credit of those funds.
Of the $55,1#;36 above referred to, $30,119.71 is at the credit of the various
tribes and bands of Indians, and will (except in the case of the Chippewas of
Lakes Huron and Superior; and certain tribes in the neighborhood of Lake Nipissing, who receive their annuities only in the. spring of each year) be distributed
amongst them as soon as possible after the 3{1th September next, while $25,024;65 is
at the credit of the undermentioned funds, the first three of which are subject to a
constant drain from the expenses attending the management of Indian affairs; the
cost of maintaining, in whole or in part, educational advantages for Indian children;
and the liberal relief extended towards impoverished bands, and individua:ls amongst
the Indians, in the Province of Quebec:Indian Land Management Fund ............................... $21,424 05
Indian 1:3chool Fund................................................
320 33
Province of Quebec Indian Fund................ ............. 2,819 57
J. B. Clench.........................................................
82 20
318 50
Suspense Account.............................. . .......... ........
The revenue received and credited to Capital Account is shown to have been
$74,955.n; and the expenditure $19,622.11, leaving a balance of $55,333.80; in all
$110,909.67 gross, or $110,478.10 net.
In other words, the Indian Fund has increased during the year 1814-75, to the
amount' of $110,909.67; of which sum $55,333.80 was added to capital, and
$55,575.87 was held on 30th June, 1815, to be distributed amongst the
Indians at the next semi-annual distribution, 01' to be otherwise expended for their
benefit.
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The quantity of land sold during the year was 33,649£ acres, as shown in detail
in the statement marked E, being an increase of 4,575£ acres over the transactions
under this head, of the previous year;· ahd the aggregate price of the land sold was
$,38,065.47.
As was to be expected, from the want of activity in the lumber market, very
little has accrued from that source; and, in accordance with your instructions, the
Visiting Superintendents and Agents of the Department were recently directed to
<lharge only single ground rent, from April 1874, on unworked limits, instead of
dOll.ble, as had been heretofore the practice.
In connection with the general administration of Indian Affairs, several important
matters, some of which had been before the Department for many years, were, during
the past year, brought to a satisfactory conclulilion. Prominent among these, is to be
recorded, as regards the Province of Ontario, a further surrender obtained from the
Chippewas of Sarnia, on the 14th January last, of six of the front lots of their reserve,
abutting on the town of Sarnia.
This surrender was agreed to by the Sarnia Indians, mainly to put a stop to the
complaints of their White neighbours, that they were retarding the growth of the town
of Sarnia, by declining to surrender any of the land for sale.
The ,Vyandotts of Anderdon also surrendered, on the 20th of August, certain lots,
having an aggregate area of nearly 2,700 acres, in the rear concessions of their
reserve in that township, to be disposed of for their benefit .
.~ The desirability of obtaining the surrenders above described, had for a length of
time been urged upon the Department; and with a view to a final determination of
the question, a visit to each locality was made by yourself, at the dates above named,
with the satisfactory results just described..
.
A surrender witS likewise obtained from the Indians owning the St. Peter's
Beserve, in the Province of :M:anitoba, of certain l?ts in the town plot of Selkirk, to be
sold for their beneiit, through which it is expected the proposed Paciiic Railway will
pass.
We have also to record the general satisfaction given to the settlers of the Saugeen Peninsula, by your recent visit to that locality, to enquire into the causes of.
complaint as to overcharge for their lands, which visit l'esulted in a reduction of price·
in such instances as it was found consistent with justice to effect, and in remission of .
interest in almost .all cas~s of settlers on unpatented lands.
A settlement of the long pending claims of the town of Brantford, as representing the Grand River Navigation Company, to certain lands in that vicinity required
in connection with navigation, was also successfully effected through your personal
mediation-the town paying therefor at the rate of above twelve dollars per acre.
And the New England Company were allowed to purchase at the same rate, about six
acres adjoining the land connected with the Industrial Institution of that Society,
their rights to which had long been disputed by the town of Brantford, as representing the Grand River Navigation Company.
By an Order in Council of 22nd July, 1875, the annuities payable under the
Robinson treaty of 1850, to the Ojibewas of Lakes Huron and Superior, were this
year advanced, from less than one dollar per capita in one case, and slightly over that·.
amount in the other, to four dollars, the maximum amount to which, under the termsof those treaties, they could be increased.
This question had been for a long time before the Department, and the increase
this year to their annuities (which it is trusted will be continued) has given great satre
isfaction to the Indians interested.
Among the year's transactions have also to be reported, a survey into lots foragricultural and mineral purposes, of the two ceded tracts designated respectively,
the townships of Laird and Meredith, and lying immediately south and east of the
township of Macdonald, in the district of Algoma, Ontario; also the sub-division into
town lots, of the tracts set apart for that purpose, at Gore Bay, in the.
Township of Gordon, on Manitoulin Island, Ontario, and at-the junction of the
rivers Desert and Gatineau, in the township of Maniwaki, in the Province of
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Quebec; which have been named respectively the Town plots of Gore Bay and:
Maniwaki.
'
The appointment of an Agent at Prince Arthur's Landing, for the Indians of theupper portion of Lake Superior, and for those of the eastern section of country covered
by Treaty No.3, has likewise to btl noted. On the one hand, the Indians of the upper
part of Lake Superior are too far removed from Sault Ste. Marie, to be properly supervised by the Agent resident at that point of the Garden River and Batchewana Bay
Indians; and on the other hand, the Indians of the easterly section of country
covered by Treaty No.3, are too remote from Fort Francis, the place of residence of
the Agent of the Indians interested in that tract of country. Hence the necessity for
the appointment of a resident Agent at Prince Arthur's Landing, lying as it doesbetween those two points.
•
The removal of one of the Indian Commissioners, Mr. James Lenihan, from the'
City of Victoria to New W estminste~, has also to be recorded. The cause of this,
chAnge was the great need existil}g for a resident Commissioner on the mainland.
,]he various tribes on the west coast of \Tancouver Island were visited by Lieut.Colonel Powell, the resident Indian Commissioner at Victoria, in the autumn of 1874.
His report of this visit, which accompanies this Report, numbered 28 (b), will be
found at once interesting and instructive.
There is little or nothing to record in relation to Indian matters in the Province'
of Quebec, or in the Maritime Provinces. In the former, perhaps, might be mentioned~
the prevalence of a malignant type of fever at Lac St. Jean, in the county of Chicoutimi, to which many of the Montagnais resident there, fell victims. The extra.
expenses, incident upon the relief of the sick and of their families on this reserve,
drew seriously upon the limited funds at our command for the Indians of this,
Province.
In the Province of Prince Edward Island, much distress was experienced by the,
Indians last winter, owing to the extreme severity of the weather, as well as from
sickness.
'
Additional funds were, as soon as the Department was advised of the fact, placed
in the Visiting Superintendent's hands, wherewith to relieve pressing caRes of destitution or distress among those Indians.
. Reports from the various Superintendents and Agents of the Department,'
numerically arranged, are placed herewith. They will be found to contain much
general information in regard to the progress and condition of the various bands or
tribes within each Superintendency or Agency.
The statistical information, however, which in last year's Report was embodied in
the different reports of these officers, has, this year, in accordance with your suggestion, been collated and included in one complete Return attached to this Report, and
lettered H; wh,ich Return shows at a glance ,the number in each band or tribe, value
and description of their property, area of reserve, improvements, crops raised, fish
and furs obtained, amount of money distributed by the Department, number of
children attending school, &c.
The usual Returns prepared by the Accountant, arranged in alpbabetical order"
likewise accompany this Report. These Returns show the names of the officers and
employes at head-quarters, and at tbe various outposts, the positions beld by, and the
salaries paid to them, allowances and payments made on Indian account from the:
various Trust Funds and from the Management Fund, as well as thosc made from the
Legislative grants.
The condition of the various Indian schools, names of teachers, salaries, and from
what fund paid, will be found under Return F.
Forms of school retnrns, recently prepared under your own direction, have been
forwarded to the various teachers. They will contaIn a great deal m0~'O information
than the Department has hitherto been in the habit of obtaining, in regard to
subjects taught, attendance, and general progress of the pupils, which will enable the
Department, in next year's Report, to give fuller particulars on these heads, in connection with educational institutions among the Indians.
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The arrears of work to which I had the honor to allude in my Report of last.
year, have, I am bappy to st.ate, been entirely brought up.
Before drawing this Report to a conclusion, I have the plel1sant duty to perform,
ot testifying to the general efficiency and zeal of the officers employed, bot.h at headquarters and in the outside service of this Branch; notwithstanding that their
capabilitiiJs have been tested to the utmost by the large augmentation of work:
occasioned by the constantly increasing requirements of the Department.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient humble servant,
L. VANKOUGHNET,
Deputy Superintendent General of Indian Affairs.

•
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PAPERS ACCOMPANYING REPORT OF THE DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT.
GENERAL OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.· . .
'.

REPORTS OF SUPERINTENDENTS AND A-GENTS ..
ONTARIO SUPERINTENDENCIES.

lio. 1. Grand River Superintendency, J. T. Gilkison, Visiting Supermtendent and Commissioner.
2. Western
do·
lst Division, no report from R. Mackenzie, Visiting Superintendent and Commissioner.
3.
do
do
2nd Division, W. Livingston, Agent and Commissioner.
4. Central
do
Wm; Plummer, Visiting Superintendent and do
5. Northern
do
1st Division, J. C. Phipps, Visiting Superintendent.
do
2nd do
C. Skene!
do
6.
do 7.
do
do
3rd do
W. Van abbott, Agent.
4th
do
Amos Wright,
do
8.
do
do
QUEBEO SUPERINTENDENCIES.

lio. 9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Caughnawaga Agency, J. E. Pinsonneault, Agent.
Lake of Two Mountains Agency, do
do
St. Regis Agency, W. Colquhoun,
do
St. Francis
do
No report from H. Vassal, do
Viger
do
do
A. Lebel, do
Lake St. John do
do
L. E. Otis, do
River Desert do
Patrick Moore,
do
NOVA. SOOTI.~ SUPERINTENDENCIIiS.

16. District No.1, John Harlow,
Agent.
2, Rev. P. M. Holde'll,·
do
17.
do
18.
do
3, No report from Rev. P. Danaher, do
19.
do
4, Rev. R. Macdonald,
do
20.
do'
'5, No report from Rev. W. Ohisholm, do
21.
do
6, Rev. J. McDougall,
do
22.
do
7, J. B. McDonald, ,
do
23.
do
8, Rev. A. F. McGillivray,
do
NEW BRUNSWICK SUPERINTENDENCIES.

lio. 24. North Eastern, C. Sargeant, Visiting Superintendent:
25. South Western, W. Fisher,
do
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND SUPERINTENDEIIOY.

No. 26. Theophilus Stewart, Visiting Superintendent.
M;ANITOBA AND NORTH-WEST TERRITORIJIfI.

No. 27. J. A. N. Provencher, Indian Commissioner.
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

:No. 28. (a) I. W. Powell, Indian Commissioner.
28. (b)
do
Report on visitation to Indians of West Coast of Vancouver bland.
29. james Lenihan,:Indian Oommissioner.
A.
A.
B.
C.
D.
D.
D.
D.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.

TABULAR STATEMENTS.
1. Return of Officers and Employes at Headquarters.
2.
do
do
Outposts.
Statement of Expenditure from the Indian Fund.
Analyzed Balance Sheet of the Indian Fund.
1. Indians of Nova Scotia.
2.
do
New Brunswick.
3.
do
Prince Edward Island. Statement of Revenue and Expenditure.
4.
do
British Columbia.
5.
do
!fanitoba.
..
Statement of Indian Lands Bold and unsold
School Returns.
Census
do
General Statistical Statement.
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No. 1.
GRAND RIVER SUPERINTENDENpy.

INDIAN OFFICE,
BRANTFORD, ONT., 15th Nov.,

1875.
The Honorable
The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
SIR,--ln compliance with th" circular of September last, I have the honor to
report:'
'
Refel!ring to my Report in the Blue Book of last year, I have the satisfaction to
state, that the Six Nation Indians and the Mississaguas of the Credit continue to progress, and the health of the people has been good.
Much has been done in clearing partially cleared lands and disposing of old
timber, hitherto considered valueless-such results arising from the judicious wood
law and its regulations.
'
1. The population of the Six Nations is 3-,052, an increase since last year of
'SO, deaths 61, births 120, natural increase the past 12 years 451, or an average of
about 38 each year.
/
The Mississaguas number 203; decrease since last year, 3; deaths, 6; births, 5;
natural increase of 9 in 12 years.
2. The real and personal property, in ,the absence of statistics not yet taken, the
estimated value of last year is $1,46;),000, which does not include the land.
3. Additional houses have been erected, also barns and other outbuildings.
4. Of the 52,000 acres of uncleared and cleared land forming the reserves, a
considerable addition has been made to the cultitivated land, while fall ploughing has
been very general.
5. The produce of the land this year is very fair, with the exception of, fall'
wheat, much of which was winter killed.
6. Their farming implements have been in active mle, but many labour under the
disadvantage of not possessing either horses or oxen.
7. The stock of horses, oxen, cows, &c., is improving.
8. Two hundred hnd ninety-three licenses have been issued to Indians only, cover~
jng 6,652 cords of wood, some logs, staves and ties, sl1ch licellse is signed by the
undersigned upon the report of the Committee of Council. No white or others
allowed to take wood from the resel ve, except by special permission.
Indians hostile to the wood law, still defy it, causing continued vigilance .on the
part of the bailiffB; but it is yet hoped all will yield and learn to respect the law, by
seeking the license to cut and sell.
,
9. The amount of interest monies divided am6ng the Six Nations last fall and
spring, was $43,229.00, or $14.60 per head; and among the Mississaguas, $4,404.00,
or $20 to each.
10. They provide themselves with what they require in seed grain, and indeed
everything as f)1r as their means will admit.
11. Their moral condition is believed to be improving under the influence of the
Missionaries, and the Temperance Societies appeal' to have some good effect.
12. 'J'he children number 1583, of whom 608 attend school.
The Pagans generally are averse to edueation, while some other parents omit
sending their children to school.
13. There are fourteen schools on the Reserve, and the Institute near Brantford. Of the sixteen teachers, eleven are of Indian origin.
14. The Institute and nine of the schools continue to be maintained by the New
England Company, of London, England; two by the Wesleyari Conference; two by
the MississaguM; and one, a voluntary effort, by a few of the Six Nations..
The usual branches are taught, and in connection with the Institute, the boys
learn practical farming, and the girls household and domestic work.

10

[PART I.]

The Institute is admirably conducted by Mr. Ashton, its Supel'intendent, and a
discipline established which cannot fail to have the best effects upon the youths who
are so fortunate as to be there.
,
Industrial schools are the best adapted for Indian children, and were it possible
to ,have all of them in. such schools, the most beneficial and happy results would
follow.
It is a matter of much rogret, that the Six Nations do ,lOt take tho interest they
should in tbe cause of education. They contributed n::>thing. though well able to do
so, arising no doubt from the fact, that hitherto, as now, they have been furnished
with schools free of charge.
The subject, however, in all its bearings, has been lately brought before the Council
of Chiefs by the undersigned, who is hopeful in the performance of a duty long
neglected.
'
It is 48 years since the New England Company began its benevolent work with
the Six .N ations, and during that period, have disbursed the large amount of at least
half a million dollat's-their expenditure during the past five years being about
#18,000 per annum.
15. The Agricultural Society of the Six Nations continues to prosper, and is
attracting incl'ea"ed interest, as shown in the Exhibition of last October, which compared favorably with those of their White neighbours.
Ploughing matches have been revived under the encouragement given by His
Excellency the Governor General, who has considerately directed a plough to be
offered annually as a prize to the best ploughman. The gift has been accepted and
duly appreciated by the Six Nations.
, I requested the Society to make "arrangements for a ploughing match, and to
appoint a CO)llmittee to act with me in the selectwn of the plough, which having been
done, the match came off on the 4th November in the most creditable manner.
Five other prizes were included for competition, namely, two in ploughs, and three
in money.
The judges having made their report, declared John Davis, a young Indian,
entitled to the first prize, which I presented to him.
16. The Six Nations and the Mississaguas now numb6r over 3,200, the largest
body of Indians probably in anyone settlement in the Dominion. They are
Ohristians of several denominations, except about 800 Pagans, who do not appear disposed to abandon the ceremonies of their fathers.
17. Opposite to the Indian Council House are extensive stores, erected by Mr.
James Styers, 'of the Six Nations, in which are large stocks of goods and provisiqns.
Mr. Styers holds the office of Postmaster there, nnd the mail matter is considerable.
18. Statute labour continues to be very well done, and the roads are as good if
not better than in adjoining townships.
.
19. The Council, having for good cause decided upon the removal of Whites and
others occupying reserved lands, without authority, steps have been taken to carry
the ordet into effect. It is intended, h:)wever, that widows,and others unable to work
their farms. shall, under regulations, have -Whites to do so.
This action on the part of the Council is nece8sary, as the renting of farms and
farming on Hhareswas becoming' serious-even among the young men, thus ind1l.cing
indolence with all its attendant evils.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obeuient servant,
J. T. GILKISON,
Visiting Superintendent and Commissioner.
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No.2.
WESTERN SUPERINTENDENCY.-lsT DIVISION.
No R,eport from R. Mackenzie.

No.3.
WESTERN SUPERINTENDENCy.-2ND DIVISION.
INDIAN AGENCY,
DELAWARE, Ont., 16th Nov., 1875.
The Honorable
The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
>
Sm,--In compliance with request contained in a circular received by me,_
instructing me to transmit a Report for the year ended 30th June, 1875, on Indiari.matters in general coming under my supervision, and in connection therewith to fill
up the enclosed Return,* in so far as the same may be applicable to the several bands
within my district, I have now the· honor of complying with said request,
regretting they have been so long delayed.
The affairs of the three Bands under my management have, I am glad to say,
gone on very quietly and pleasantly during the year now being reviewed. Thegeneral health of the members of the several Bandshas been good; and although the
:Munsees show a small decrease, the Chippewas and Oneidas, especially the latter,
have increased in numbers.
There is much l~ss intemperance amongst the Indians now than formerly. They
have some flourishing temperance organizations amongst themselves, and the
stringent law passed recently for the Eunishment of ,those who supply the Indians'
with" fire water" has also had a salutary effect in suppressing'that sad evil.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
W. LIVINGSTON,
Indian Agent and Oommissioner.

.

No.4.
CENTRAL SUPERINTENDENCY.
INDIAN OFFICE,
TORONTO, Ont., 29th Oct., 1875.>

The Honorable
The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
Sm,-I have the honor to enclose herewith a statistical Report* on Indian
Affairs within my Superinteudency, for the year ended the 30th J LIne, 1875, showing
the produce of the farming, fishing and hunting, also the number and value of horses,
cattle, &c., as well as the Teal and personal property belonging to each Band.
.
THE MORA WKS QF THE BAY OF QUINTE.
This Band now numbers 804, being an increase of 20 persons. for the year.
They have three schooh01, taught by one man and two women-one of the latter
being an Indian woman. There are 320 children iu the Band; about 120 of them
attend school. The schools are suppor1led by Indian funds, and from subbcriptions
of the White Settlers on the Reserve, whose children also attend the schools.

,

"See statement H.
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There has not been any perceptible progress in farming or other industrial
pursuits during the yeae, most of their farms being leased to White men. In the
few instances, however, in which -they work their own farms they do so with much
success and credit.
MISksISSAGUAS OF AL NWIOK.

There are 196 in this Band, showing a decrease since last year of 5.
The evidence of the !fissionary goes to prove an evident improvement in this
Band, and which from my own observation I am glad to confirm.
_
Drunkenness is not so common amongst them. They are more industrious and
-present a mueh bette I' appeal'ance.
.
•
There is one school, taught by a white woman, and supported by the Methodist
Missionary Society.
MISSISSAGUAS OF RICE LAKE.

This Band numbers 111, showing a decrease of 10 for the year. As I before
reported, this is a very unhealthy situation, and the number of deaths amongst the
young men and women reaches a higher percentage than at any other point with
which I am acquaint.ed.
As is USllar with Indians, the women of this Band contribute largely to the
support of their families, by making baskets and barkwork, and assisting to gather
the wild rice, which they store for winter use.
They have one school, taught by an intelligent white girl', supported by the
Methodist Church, of which they are members.
MISSISSAGUAS (IF MUD LAKE.

There is an increase of 11 in this Band; 8 by births and 3 by immigration.
They are under the care of the New England Society, and are well boked after
by the Agent of that Society and their excellent teacher. Theil' progress is steady
-and encouraging. They support themselves by farming, hunting and fishing, and
-during the winter season their wive., and children make a large number of baskets,
for which they obtain a ready sale.
MISSISSAGUAS OF SCUGOG.

This Band numbers 40, and shows a decrea.<>e of 3.
With the exception of one or two families, they farm but little; their hunting is
:also limited, and I am at a loss to understand how they support theIP-selves.
There was a school for a short time during the year, taught by one .of the
Indians, but which I am informed has been discontinued.
They occasionally have religious services, being visited for this purpose by a
minister of the Methodist Church.
It would be much better if they could be got to join their brethren at Mud Lake,where-there is quite enough ofland for them. They would be welcomed by the New
England Society, and in a great measure protected from the influence of whiskey.
CHIPPEWAS OF SNAKE ISLAND.

This Band shows a decrease of 3, notwithstanding that a family from another
village was admitted amongst them.
They were in the eady part of the year visited by measles of a severe type,
from which many of their children died.
They belong to the Methodist Ohm'ch, whose Missionaries visit them. They
hav~two schools taught by White men. I regret to say, however, that one of the
teachers"is altogether unqualified.
That portion of the Band residing on Georgina Island farm and fish a good deal
for the support of their families, but those residing on Snake Island make their living
principaJly by hiring out to the farmers and lumbermen of the neighbourhood.
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Cl!IPPEWAS OF RAMA.

The census of this Band shows a decrease of 7; 6 by deaths and 1 expelled forimmoral conduct.
They have one teacher for tljeir school, and a resident ]}lissionary, who, it seems,
appoints the teacher, who is paid, one half from Indian funds and the other half by
the Methodist Church.
These Indians are not so much addicted to drink as they were i and I am glad to.say they 8eem to be much more industrious.
CHIPPEWAS OF BEAUSOLIEL.

Th~e are altogether in this Band 282 persons, 92 of whom reside on the Mani.
toulin Island, while the larger portion reside on Christian Island.
There is no change in the habits of these Indians since my former report. They
continue to farm a little, to fish and hunt, and in the summer they earn a gOdd deal
of money at the saw mills.
'
.
There are also on these Islands 40 Indians of the Odawah and Pottawa.ttim~
Tribes who do not participate in the distributions.
CHIPPEWAS OFNAWASH AT CAPE CROKER.

The census shows a decrease of 4, leaving the number of the Band 374 persons.
I have no special report of these Indians for the past year. I regret to say that
in too many instances they depend more upon their semi-annual receipts from the'
Department than upon their own efforts for support; nevertheless there are thoseamong them who cultivate their farms very creditably.
They have three schools, taught by two India.n men and one white woman.
During the past year the Protestant portion of the Band have built a church, at
a cost of $1,000, out of their own funds.
CHIPPEWAS OF SAUGEllN.

These occupy a portion of their Reserve near the Village of Southampton.
Thel'e are 330 members, showing an increase of 6. There are two schools on the
Reserve, one taught by a White and the other by an Indian woman, with a resident
missionary supplied by the Methodist Church.
.
TheSe. like the Indians of Cape Croker, place more dependance on the moneys
they receive from the Department, than on their own efforts for support.
There are residing on the peninsula, many families of foreign Indians, who are
permitted to farm and fish on the Reserves, but do not participate in the money
payments.
.
There are about 3,100 Indians under my charge, 2,672 of whom participate in
the half-yearly distribution..
.
The total amount of money distributed by me for the year 1875'to the different
Bands its annuities, pensions and salaries, was about $45,000.
The Act 37 Vic., cap. 21, has been the means, in many localities, of preventing
the sale of intoxicating liquor to Indians, and has been highly beneficial to them;
but in many places the Act does not work so well, from the fact of local Justices
of the Peace fining delinquents a mere nominal sum, which is regarded as not any
punishmeut whatever.
,
,
I would suggest that the Act should be amended so as to give a minimum fine as
well as a maximum. The minimum should not .be less than $20 and costs for the
first offence.
Respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
WM. PLUMMER,

Visiting Superintendent and (Jommiuioner.
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No.5.
NORTHERN Sup:imINTENDENCY-1ST DIVISION.
INDIAN OFFICE,
MANITO WANING, ONT., October

5th, 18'(5.
'The Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
8JR,~I have the honor to transmit a Report upon Indian matters within thil!
Superintendency for the year ended 30th June last, and have much pleasure in being
apIa to state that most of the Indian Bands, more especially thol:le upon th. Island,
have enjoyed a very considerable degree of prosperity and .comfort-the result of
greater industry, and which has afforded them an increased supply of the necessaries
of life. As their progress towards civilization will be mttterially aided by a more
prosperous condition, it is very satisfactory to note the gradual improvement that il!
taking place in this respect..
.
The liberal grant by the Department in aid of the Industrial School at Wikwemikong will largely increase the capacity for usefulness of that institution, while
the additional grant towards the payment of the teachers will enable instruction to
be afforded on an enlarged and liberal scale: more attention will now, it is to be
hoped, be paid to the instruction of the children in the English language, without
wltich much material progress cannot be hoped for, as the inability of the Indians to
speak or read any but their own language places them at a di&advantage when
hrought into competition with White men; while tl;te knowledge of English not only
opens to them a wide field of literature, but by enabling them to read the public
prints, will enlarge their ideas and stimulate them to qualify themselves for enfran-chisement, so as to be upon an equality with their White countrymen.
The schools in operation within this Superintendency on the 30th of June last,
were:-.
Wikwemikong.-Number on register 160, average attendance 121; under the
supervision of the Roman Catholics.
.
.
West Bay or Michiguedindng.-Number on school register 52, average attendance
14 i under supervision of Roman Oatholics.
. Sheguiandah-Number on register 47, average attendance 10~ i under supervision of the Church of England.
.
Serpent River.-A school has recently been opened at this place by the OonglJegational Society of Torontp; it is in charge of an Indian teacher; number on register 20, average attendance 10.
1
Shesl}eguaning.-A school was opened in this place by the Oongregational Society
of Toronto, on the l:jth June; number on register 40, average attendance_14; the
teacher is Mr. John L. Lester, who also supervises the school at Serpent River.
The Oongregational Society have occasionally sent teacllers t<? this place during
the past three or four years.
Spanish River Mills.-A school has been established here by the Congregational
Society for about two years, and kept open during the summer season; it is attended
by White children, and also by the children of Indians employed at the mill: No particulars of attendance have been furnished.
Little Current.--A schpol has been established 'here for many years, under th~
supervision of the Church of England; it is principally attended by White children
during the months of June and July each year, at which time the Indians are
usually camped on the Islands in the neighborhood. There is a daily attendance of
about eighteen Indian children, but at no other season are there any Indian
scholars.
The enforcement, as far as practicable, of the law prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquor to Indians, has checked an evil from which they have long suffered; it
still however continues to be furnished to them at isolated points by trading boats i
,

{
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but the traffic is carried on in a very guarded manner, and is very difficult to detect,
the Indians being unwilling witnesses.
The demand for the farming lands upon this Island has been good during the
year, and settlement is progressing rapidly; the soil is productive and yields an .
ample return to the agriculturist, and the exemption from summer frost that this
Island enjoys, causes the land to be highly appreciated by those conversant with its
value, not only for the growth of cereals and roots, but also for fruit culture. All
the industrious settlers are doing well, and to such it has proved in all cases a land
of plenty.
,
The amount !Jf money distributed amongst the Manitoulin Island Indians during the year, for interest on land sales, is $1,053:91, or $1.19 per head. There is now
a large sum due by settlers for land upon which the first instalment of twenty cents
per acre only has been paid, leaving thirty cents per acre still due; this amount,
when collected and funded, will largely increase the amount for annual distribution.
The Indians on the North Shore have been fairly prosperous, and the establishment of a school at Serpent River, and the projected school 'tt Mississagua, cannot
fail to exercise a beneficial influence. The precarious nature of the principal occupation of the Mainland Indians, hunting, and the want of a constant supply of food
which the Island Indians who devote themselves to agriculture enjoy, places the former at a material disadvantage: their condition would be greatly improved if they
were to form settlements upon this Island, where they could devote themselves to
agriculture aud fishing, and where ~urches and schools are accessible, and medical aid
can be obtamed. I have reason to think this subject is frequently discussed amongst
them, And that ere long many will exchange the life of the hunter for that ()f the
agriculturist.
The efforts of the l\nssionaries both at Wikwemikong and Sheguiandah are
constantly exerted for the best interest of the Indians; the visit of one of the Mis-,
sionaries to the White Fish Lake Indians has been productive of much good-the
Chief and the greater part of the Band, who had before been Pagans, having become
Christians.
I enclose statistics * showing the progress made in a,griculture, &c., as also the
attendance at the schools; but as the Indian Bands do not preserve 'their distinct
tribal organization at the settlements upon this Island, where schools are established,
it has been difficult to furnish the information as to school attendance of the children
of each Band separately,
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
J AS. C. PHIPPS,
Vigiting Superintendent.
No.6.
NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.-2ND DIVISION.
PARRY SOUND, Ont., 15th September, 1815.
The Honorable
The Snperill;tendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
SIR,--I have the honour to transmit the tabular statement* for 1875, as called
for by your circular.
As to the tabular statement, the form generally is drawn as for Tribes in a more
advanced state of civilization than those in this. Superintendency, but as far as
possible I have filled it up.
With regard to the money, I have included in the statement all received on
account of the Indians since last report, up to 30th June, 1815, and all has been paid
to-them as per pay-list sent in.
* See Statement H.
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I am glad to be able to say that I think the inclination for work is becoming
more general amongst the Indians; but, unfortunately, there was not as much call
for their labour at the saw-mills this season as usual, still I did see some of the Parry
Islanders at work there; yet the inclination to work seems of a desultory character
-more to work hard for a short time than for regular labor. As to the vice of
intemperance, although personally I have seen none of it, I know that it prevails
with some of the Indians; and I have it on sure information that after last pay-day'
there was a heavy debauch on Parry Island. Although I believe they do contrive to
get liquor here, I think it is far more what is got from Penetanguishene that causes
the drunkenness; but the sale is managed in such a manner that there seems to be
no way of getting at those who sell the liquor, and I am sorry to say I can suggest
no remedy.
'
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
C. SKENE,
Visiting Superintendent.
No.7.
NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.-3RD DIVISIGY.
INDIAN'LANDS AGENCY,
SAULT STE. :M:ARIE, ONT., September 30th, ]8'15.
The Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
Sm,-I have the honor to inform you that I forwarded you the statistics asked:
for by your circular of September last, of the Bands of Augustin, Garden River Indian
Reserve; and the Bands of N ubenaigooching, of Batchewami, residing on the Garden
River Reserve, Goulais Bay, Batchewana Bay, and Agawa River, showing the number
of members of each Band to be as follows :-Augustin Band-males, 1'11; females,
154; total, 325. Nubenaigooching Band-males, 161; females, 146; total, 30'1.
Those residing in the United States are not included in this census. They may,
however, return at any time. The total value of personal property of the Angustin
Band amounts to $6,465, that of the Nubenaigooching Band to $8,600. Considering
the area of the Reserve, the amount ofland cultivated is very small, only 286 acres
being farmed by the two Bands, out of the entire 22,000 acres comprising the Reserve
, of Garden River.
This season some as fine potatoes were grown there as in any part of the
District; the total amount of growth by the Bands being 5,502 bushels. These
are valued at this season of the year at from fifty to sixty cents per bushel; and were
a larger tract of land planted, would form quite an item towards their winter stores.
The only other article of any quantity produced by them is maple sugar, of which
last year they manufactured 29,045 lbs., valued at $2,852. Indian corn was planted
by several this season; but owing to the very early frost, by far the greater part of
the crops were destroyed.
The return of fish for the last year is very small; this is owing to the very severe
weather during the fishing season last f~ll. Fur taking is very little gone into by the
members of these Bands; the total value taken during the last winter only amounting
to $'112. 241 tons of hay have been cut during the summer, mostly from the marshes
along the lake shore.
The last winter was an extraordinarily severe one; and owing to the stoppage of
Messrs. McRae, Craig & Co's saw mills at Garden River, many were deprived of
employment.
The permission granted by the Department to the Indians of the Augustin Band,
to cut three thousand saw logs, at half the dues, proved a great boon to manYi but

*
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1.']

[PART

there WaR a great difficulty in finding a purchaser. Eventually 1fr. P. S. Church, of
Sugar Island, agreed to buy their logs in the bush; but owing to the extreme quantity
-of snow, he was unable to remove any of them. No timber was cut on the limits of
Messrs. McRae, Craig & Co. during the past year. On the limits of Messrs. Cameron
,k 0.)., of Batchewana, 800,000 feet were cut. The Forest Bailiff in that District is Mr.
David Orawford.
I think that during the coming winter an amount of $100 to each Band should
be placed at my disposal for extra cases. Last year $150 was distributed to the 8ick
and aO'ed of the Allgllstin Band i and only $J8 to the Nubenaigooching Band. There
,are ng less than five aged Indians residing at Batchewana, who will scarcely live the
winter through. I instructed Messrs. Cameron & Co. of that place (in case of need) to
supply two of them with provisions to the amount of eight dollars. These are the
widow of the late Wahboose, and her son. Should they live, they will be sadly in
want of blankets for tho coming winter. These I hope to receive from the Department in time to f6rwat'd.
Thet'e are two schools on the Garden River Indian Resel've, which )'eceive' a grant
-of $2()() eaah per annum ft'om the Depal'tment. One is under the supervision of the
Church of England, and claims to have an average daily attendance of thirteen
,{)hildren i the other is undel' the supervision of the Catholic Church, but the attendancethere is not so large. Both Ml'. Frost,_the Church of England teacher, und Father
Rottmann, the Catholic Church teacher, complain that they have great difficulty in
gettinO' the parents of the children to send them regularly. There is !lIso a I;chool on
the R;361'Ve, conduc'eJ by the Methodists; this school gets no grant from the Department. B~tchewana Bay has a mission house and sehool, under the Church of England;
Mr. Little, the Sa.perintendent, claims to haye an average of five tlcholal's per day.
I have the houor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient serv~Hlt,
W;\f. V AN ABBOTT,

Indian Lands Agent.
No. 8.
NORTHERN SUPERINTESDENCy.-4'l'11 J)[VISION,
PRINCE ARTHUR LANDING, ONT.,

. 12t11 November, 1875.
'The Honorable
The Superintendent-Gell (lral of Indian Affairs.
Ottawa.
SIR,-I have the honor of transmitting to you, [tabular statement of ('cnsus for
year ending HOth June, 1875.
The four Bands under my charge make but little progl'e:;i; in agJ'ieulture: a' few
potatoes seem to be the chief crop, and that to a very limited extent.
They do not engage in fishing further than to meet iheir own lrlllnodiate wants.
Furs they get in considerable quantity~ but the trade iiS bO eut up hOi ,vcen sil,all
tradm's, I have no data by which to determine the amount taken by them.
They keep no stock of any kind; and the only agricultural impleme llS in theix:
po~session were fumished by the Government last spring.
.
lloping the above account is satisfactory,
I have the honor t,) be, Sir,
Your obedient c;cn-ant,
AlIfOS WBIGHT,

*

Indian Ag{nt .
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Nos. 9 and 10.
):NDIAN AGENCY,
CAUGHNAWAGA, P. Q.. 9th December, 1875.
The HonoraLle
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
SIR,-I beg to submit the following Report on the various subjects of interest in
my Agency for the past year.
The whole tribe, which is Iroquois, resides in the village, there being no dwellings on any other part of the Reserve.
The men are chiefly engaged in navigating steamers and rafts over the Lachine
Rapids: some cultivate land, and others voyage to the United States. The women
are chiefly occupied in bend work, and some of them go to the United States to sell
, those wares.
The roaclR in the Reserve were repaired in 1874; and in the spring and autumn
of the present year the sum of $205.44 was expended for the same purpose, and the
roads are now in excellent condition. These works were done under direction of the
Department, with funds of the tribe. To make the repairs more durable, drains
should be made at each side of the roads.
About 200 toi8es of stone have been taken out of the quarry situated about half
a mile from the St. Lawrence, under a lease to Mr. John Donnelly, of Montreal, contractor for the aqueduct there. His lease having recently expired, the sarno quarry
has been let to !I[essrs. McNamee, Gaherty & Frechette, contractors for widening the
Lachine canal. The stone in this quarry is of very superior quality.
Another quarry has been let to lVIr. Fran<;ois Barbeau, contractor fin' the erection
of a church at St. Isidore. This quarry is about. three miles from the Rt. Lawrence j
Ilnd the stone in it is of an inferior quality to that in the one above referred to.
I have been told that the Indians have found some indications of the existenct}
of iron Ol;e in a part of the Reserve near the village, but in such small quantities
that I am unable to surmise whether it 'is likely to prove considerable or not.
The f('rest.s in this Reserve now consist chiefly of the Sugaries, where many
Indians and Half-breeds make sugar every year. The wood is exposed to pillage by
the Whites; and some Indians who have sold the wood of their own land, now want
to destroy the sugaries of those who have preserved t.hem.
There is in these forests wood, of other descriptions than mapJe, in suffici'?nt
quantity for the use of the Indians for many years.
In spite of the repeated fines imposed during the past year for the sale of intoxicating liquor in this place, there are still three or four taverns kept by Indians,
where strong drink continues to be sold, from which great disorders constantly arise.
The number of children attending the school under the charge of Mr. and Mrs.
Fletcher has largely increased during the past two years.
, LAKE OF TWO MOUNTAINS.

The greater part of the hdian population of this place are engaged in agriculture: some voyage to the North-West. The chief occupation of the women is in
bead-work.
They are of the IroqUOis and Algonquin Tribes.
As these Indians have no Reserve, they have acquired, by purchase or otherwise
from the gentlemen of the Seminary of St. SuI pice, farms of greater or less extent in
this Seigniory.
The Indians have no common right (communante) in the forest of this placeeach has his own land, each his own wood, 'Formerly the gentlemen of the Seigniory
permitted them to take wood from their forest without payment, but as a part of
this tribe have changed theIr religion from the Catholic to the Protestant, they have
no longer permission to take wood without paying for it.
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I a~ not aware of any traffic in intoxicating liquor in this place. As disturbances, h()wever, occur among the Indians, caused by drink, they must procure it in
the neighborhood.
There are two Indian schools here; one maintained by the Seminary of St SuI.
pice, the other by the Wesleyan Missionary Society.
I have the horrot to be, Sir,
Your obedien t Hervant,
J. E. PINSONNEAULT,

Indian Agent.
No. 11.

S'1'. REGIS AGENCY,
CORNWALL, 3rd November,

1875.

The Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
,
Ottawa.
SIR,--In compliance with your circular of the bt September, I have the honor

io forward you the returns,* and submit the following report on Indian mat.ters in

connection with the Iroquois Indians of St. Regis.
'l'he population in June last was 922, showing an increase of 18 in the lust year.
The increase is through natural causes.
The real estate and personal property il'l, according to my valuation, about
3289,700, divided as follows: Real estate, $242,500; improvements on Reserve,
824,000, and personal property, $23,200. The real estate comprises about 24,250'.
acres, of which about 3,750 acres are occupied by Indians; the remaining portiol1,
20,500 acres, is situate in the Township of Dundee, and certain Islands, and is lea::;ed
for a term of years. Many of the Indians make a very good living by cultivating
their land, and some of them are very good farmeri'. A large portion of them leave
in the fall fur different parts of the Province, to hunt, make baskets, bead work,
, &c., and in the summer many follow rafting and. Loating, as pilotfi and hands. The
moral status may be considered as fair, a large majority of them being sober and
industrious.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
W ALTBR COLf~UHOUN,
Indian A.gent.
No. 12.
No I1eport from H. Vassal, Agent.
No.l3.
No, Report from A. Lebel, Agent.

No. 14.
No Ueport from L. E. Otis, Agent.
'" See Statement H, page - .
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No. 15.
RIVER

DESERT, MANIWAKI,

P.Q.,

l'1th September, 18'15.
The Honorable
The Suporintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
Sm,-As I have so recently become Indian Agent, I have no records of the
resident Indians of Maniwaki Reserve to lnf(n'm me which Band they belong to, or if
they belong to on..e-or more Bands. I am informed there has several Indian families
come here lately of different Tribes or Bands. But now the Indians are principally
all away to their hunting grounds, and I imagine it would take me all winter w.
iind them, and get the neeessary information from them.
I ha,,'e the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
P ATRlCK MOORE,
Indian Agen'L
No. 16.
INDIAN DISTRICT No. ], N.S.,
BEAR RIVER, 11th November, 18'15.

The Honorable
The Superintendent Genoral of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
SIR,-I have this day mailed to your address my yearly returns* I regret tha.t
I have been unable to send thcm before; the principal hunters have been in the
woods, where it was impossible for me to see them, in order to get at the probablo
amount of furs taken. I will try for the future to get the Indians to report to me, so
that I can have a record of it.
Taking it as a whole, the Indians have not done near as well this year, either
in hunting or fishing, as the Game Laws forbid the killing of beaver, and porpoise oil
has only been half the price of :lormer years. But with the blessing of God, I hope
we will get the poor creatures through another winter.
I h~ve the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
JOHN HARLOW,
Indian Agent.
No. 17-No.2, N.S.,
KENTVILLE, 25th October, 1875.

INDL\'N DISTRICT

'rhe Honorable
The Superint-cndcnt General of boian Affairs,
Ottawa.
Sm,-I have the honor, as Indian Agent for District No. 2, to present my report
for the year ending Juno 30th, 1875.
.
The number of Indians in this District is about 200, but from their wandering
habits it is almost impobsible to speak corrcctly of their number.
The large tracts of lndian grants in this District were laid out more for the
purpose of hunting reserve.3 than t"tr'miag, and it i,~ hard to e;;timllte their value.
Twelve small houses and three hams are owned at present by the Indians, but
thaI'S are now preparing to bllild <)11 their respective lots.
See Statement H.
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The Reserve's, with few exceptions, are not suitable for farming purposes.
The prorlllce is hay, oats, potatoes and buckwheat.
They have two yoke of oxen, eight cows and heifers, and a few of the necess;u-y
implements for planting and securing their crops.
No timber is cut or sold by Indians under licence.
A few salmon are taken in the spring i there are so many looking for them that
the Indians stand but a poor chance.
Very little trapping is done.
The monies received from the Department I have used for the purchase of
blankets, and supplying the wants of the sick and needy; and to dncourage the
Indians in tilling the soil for a livelihood, I have purchased small lots of land for
them, llClped them to build, and supplied, from timo to time, more than the
Department was pler,sed to send me.
'
, I can speak favourably of the advancement of the Indians. Wealth of courB8
they havo none, but there is a growing desit'e for more comfort than the wigwam
affords; and that rightly directed, will, I think, induce many of the young men to
!bandon that roving. reckless life they have hitherto led, which alone can bring the
comforts thev look for.
We have no scpools in this District. 1 hope in time, where there arc a sufficieni '
number settled together, to procure an Indian teacher for them.
, I have' the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
P. M. nOLDEN, P.P.,
Indian Agent.
No. f18.
No report from Rev.P. Danaher, Agent, District No.3.
No. 19.
INDIAN DISTRICT

No.4, N.S"
PICTOU, 23rd Nov., 1875.

The Honorable
The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
81&,-1 have the honor to submit for the information of the Inrlian Office the
fbllowing report of the Indians and the Indian Reserves within my District.
The total number of Indians in tho County of Pictou, which comprises Distrioi
No.4, is about 210.
'Within the last few years I perceive a very appreciable improvement in their
industri p I ha bi ts.
I
Several of the able·bodied young men of the tribe are employed iu the Publict
Works at remunerative wages. Othel',. engage in fishing at the proper season, and
. sometime;; with good results. Once a year, a month before St. Anns,· all men and
women simultaneously betake themselves to coopering-making butter firkins; this
they regal-d as the most legitimate, as well as the most lucmtive, branch of the
Indian profe,sl'ion. The women are mOilt industrious. Tho lIiemac woman is indeed
seldom idle: she is either discharging the duties of housekeeping, or making baskets;
and if she has nothing else to do she goes a.begging.
Farming, of all other employments, is the one to which Indians seem most
averse. Nothing can induce them to take the requisite interest in the cultivation of
their Rel"erves. When there is anything to be done on their farms they almost
invariably hire. The consequence is there is no sJstem in their farming, and no
marked improvement.

;
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'I1e :1i'ea vf Indian l{e"erve in thi:3 County is now ('ousiderable; if properly
cultivated it should be sufficient to suppc.l't all the Indians 'If the District. 'Ye have
a farlll of fifty acre:'> at Indian Cove; a farm of ninety odd ;,;';,,'5 at Indian Harbour,
lately purjha~ed l)y the Dominion Government; and, the two fertile islands in
Merigomitlh Harbour, Chapel and l\'101ey Islands.
All the Indians of my District are Roman Catholics.
All of' wbich [ most respectfully submit.
R. MACDONALD, P.P.,

Indian Agent.
No. 20.
'No report from Rev. W. Chisholm, IndiaJ?, Agent.
N0. 21.
INDIAN DISTRICT, No.6, N.S.,
RED ISLAND, 1st October, 1875.
The Honorable
'fhe Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
, Sm.-In compliance with eequest of the Indian Department of the Dominion, I
beg to transmit to YOll the following report on the state of affairs in my District.The number of Indiam; in Distriot No.6, N.S., which includes, at present, the
whole of Richmond County, may be put down at 220.. I find a decrease of twenty
since I took the census last year. 'rhis is, I am aware, owing to their migrating dispo:"ition.
The Indians of thi" District own but little personal property-ten boats, a small
quantity of fishing gear, thirty guns, three horses, four cows, some coopering tools,
and some Indian hou~e utensil,;, wOllld be a fair invelltory of their effects. Four small
hOllses, ~n old ehUl'vh, and a new one in cour30 of construction, comprise all the
buildings belonging to them: the majority of them have wigwams.
"
rrho area of the Re"eryc is about 1,281 acres. About 200 acres of which are
uuder cultivation; the best portion is under wood.
Tho IH'ouuce raised by the Indians of this district is confined to oats, barley and
. potatoes. I coulll not Uflcel'tain the quantity they raise; buI; I know that it is not
sufficiellt to support them over twelve m0nths at most.
Theirfarming implements consist of two ploughs, as manx harrows, and some
hoes and spades.
There is no timber or woou 801d. by the Indians of this District.
'
, [t is difficult to ascertain the quantity of fish taken by the Indialls of this Distrjct, and also the value, as they generally sell it fresh in small quantities, and keep
no ac'C'ount of it.
There are no fur bearing animals killed by the Indians of this District, with the
exception of some muskrats.
,
During the past year I received from the Indian Department $300, and distributed the same. The money allotted for farming purposes was given to the Chief
and his Captains; and they distributed the same under my supervision. AU money
for p"ovi8ions and blankets I applied myself.
The Indians (,f' this District are sober and industrious.
T regret to report that we have no schools in this district, for the reason that we
hnve no school-houses, or means to build any.
All of which I most respectfully 'Submit.
JOHN McDOUGALL,

Indian Agent.
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No. 22.

PORT

HOOD,

bmIAN DISTRICT, No.7.
N.S, 15th September, 1875.

~rhe

-,,""-

Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
SIR, - I have the honot' to report on Indian a1fairs within my Agency, as
follows :-Since my report of 1874, I have pursued the courfe therein mentioneu, in distributing the money forwardeu to me by the Department for the purchase of seed..grain and blankets.
.
The Indian school at vVhj-cocomhh, within this Agency, during the summer term
·of the present year gave general satisfaction.
I have little to report otherwise, except on the two following heads, viz. : 1st. That although thc squatters on the Reserves within this Agency have been
'removed, still tre~passes are committed thereon by the cutting and carrying away
therefrom by several parties, who reside outside the Reserves, of wood, timber, hay
'and fencing; and by actual planting, sowing and harvesting thereon;. and that I am as
yet powerless to prevent such trespasses, owing to the vagueness of the Dominion
.Statute referring to sonie of such trespasses, said Statute not referring to the rest of
them at all. Although it refers to some of the trespasses enumerated, and :tlxes the
penalty, yet the difficulty is to understand from it to wh:1t court in Nova Scotia the
Agent can go for redress. I would therefore recommend that the Act be so amended
during the coming Session of Parliament., as to make the Supreme Court in Nova
Scotia that before which the Agent can sue, enabling him to sue in the name of the
Queen or his own; and requiring the same rules of evidence and general procedure
to be followed as to proof, etc., on the trial, as obtain in Nova Scotia, an.d other cases
·Qf trespasses; and giving the form of the writ. In point of grievance, annoyance
.and loss to the IndIans, these trespasses are hardly exceeded by actual squatting.
I therefore trust j.hat. Parliament will not fail to make the nece::;sary amendment. .
2nd. That the School Board for the Southern District of the County of Inverness
have decided to give a portion of the Provincial Grant, at their disposaL to the
ieacher of the Indian school at Whycocomah, according to his standing and the grade
-of the license which he holds as teacher. This will have the doubly beneficial effect
Qf throwing the Indian school open to the inspection of the School Inspector tiJl' said
County, and of saving some of the allowance given by your Department; to help a
similar nppropriation at Middle River, if the School Commissioners of Vietol'ia
County will act as generously towards the }Iicmacs as those of Southel:n Inverness
,did.
r have the honor to be, Sir,
YonI' obedient servant,
JOSEPH B. McDON AL D,

Indian Agent.
No. 23.
INDIAN DISTRICT No.8, NOVA SCOTIA.
GRAND NARROWS, CAPE BRETON,
22nd Nuvember, 1875.
'The Honorable
,
The SuperiLtendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
SIR,-I have the honor to report on Indian Affairs within my Di.strict since my
last Annual Report made in November, 1874.
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The number of :Micmacs coming under my supervision at present are 254, of"
whom 134 are females. In Nm'ember, 1874, the number in .Band had been 234, showing an increase of 20 in November', 1875.
The improvements made on the Reserve can reasonably be valued at $3,000 •.
There al'e no less than 1,200 acres in said Reserve, 181 acres of which are under paso.
ture. ane 300 under wood, leaving 120 clear, or under cultivation.
The actual value of each acre of Reserve, considering the prices at which lands,
are bought and sold in Cape Breton, would be about $6.
To cultivate 720 acres of land it wiII be seen that only four ploughs and as,
many harrows are used, together with 15 other inferior implements.
They have 13 horses, 10 cows, 11 sheep, 5 pigs, 6 OXt:ln and young stock to the·
number of 25.
'Wheat, corn and peas are raised in small quantities, while potatoes4 hay and oats,
are raised in much larger quantities.
The quantity of fh;h caught by and for the Indians in my District is camparatively small, as there i~. hardly any length of time between hooking the fish and
quietly reposing it on the red stomach. I am at a loss to report the exact value
thereof, which however I suppose to be about $75.
, There are no fUt's caught by the Indi-ans under my Agency, unless an occasional
muskrat, which if added together ought at least to be worth $36.
Coopering is their principal, and I may say only occupation during the cold and
severe months of winter.
The amount of monAY sent by the Department to be distributed among theIndians of my Distl'ict since N oveniber, 187-1, was $5(J0, $100 of which I received from
the Re\r. John McDougall, Indian Agent for the County of Richmond. The amou~t
distributed among the IndianR during- the above period was $400.70. The amount III
hand in November, 187-1-, had been $3:~, leaving at present a fund of $63. This fund,.
however, shall be duly distributed among the extremely poor and destitute when
necessity and prudenee dictate.
As their power of exaggeration is very considerable and consequently cannot be
relied on, I find it necessary to dispose of the monies sent by the Department through
the Agency of the Chief, their reeognized and venerable head and leader.. I have also·
to report that the sum of $-16.50 had been sent by the Department durlllg" the past
year, to pay f()r medical attendancerendet· d to Inllians residing in District No.8, of
which sum Dr. A, D. McGillivray, of Sydney, C.B., received $15, and DJ'. H. B~
McPherson, $31.50. I~ conelu~ion I have to ropol"t with pleasure a very important
item, of which the lficmacs at peesent undel" my supervision had been hitherto
deprived, namely, a public school.
A new school hou~e has been erected and
externally finished on the Re-et'ye at Eska'onie, the proportions of which are such
as to meet the present requiloements of all the school-going children residing at
Eskasonie and surrounding localities.
Seventy-five dollars had been sent by the Department and totally spent in erec~
ing said school-hou;,;e. Since the 1st Novembel' a public school is taught in thlS
building, under tho supedntendency of R 1fl!Noil, teacher, a big able Scotchman~
whose peofession was for the la,;t ten years to teach a public school in Cape Blooton,
his native country. I mu"tfLlrther I'emark that this public school is undlr the immediate supervision of Roman Catholics.
The are 105 children in Band, 83 of school age, 48 attending school; daily average-nt present, 29.
,
All of which I most l:espectfnlly submit.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
. ALEX. 1<'. McGILLIVRAY,

Indian Agent.

'.
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No. 24.
NORTH-EASTERN SUPERINTENDENCY,
CHATHAM HEAD, NJ3., 30th September, 18'15.
The Honurable
The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
SIR,-I have the honor to enclose herewith a statement* embodying the information asked for by you in circular recehTed in the latter part of AugUilt.
This retllrn is as correct as can be made at present.
I cannot ascertain the area of some of the Reserves: some time ago I apr lied to
the Crown Lands Department of New Brunswick for such information, and eouid get
none.
You will observe there is a decrease offour in the census list. I do pot think this
is by death, as I found on visiting their places a few had gone to Nova B30tia.
I may say, on the whole, 1 observe a slight iwprovement; and am cOilfiJen t thatthe stringent regulations in l'eference to selling them liquor, are having, aul wilL
have, a good effect.
I have the honor to be, sir,
Your obedient, servant,
CRAS. SARGEANT,

Visiting Superintm lent.

No. 25.
SOUTH-WESTERN SUPERINTENDENCY,
FREDERICTON, N.B., November 231'd, 187(5.
The Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
SIR,-I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with your circular, I
enclose herewith a report and tabular statement* upon Indian Affairs.conneCleU witJl,
my Superintendency, for the year ended the 30th June, 18'75,
The Indians in the several Bands, stated in the census returns, which I now make
to your Department, to the 30th June, 18'15, number, 502; decrease since last
census, '1.
The causes of decrease are, that several Indian men and w'omeu have die,l f'ince
my h"t repol't, some of whom were quite aged, and others had been sick for a \onger01'_ shorter period.
The chief mortality among that class has been within the
County of York; and although there has been the usual number of birth~, qnite a
number of children have died, showing that there has been consideraLle prevalence of'
~ickness among the Indians, especially in the Oounty of York and Rivet' C()ulltie~.
The Indians are not possessed, as far as I am aware, of any real pl'orierty in their
Own right. The land upon which they chiefly reside is held in Reserve foe them by
the Government, and they have erected th,ereon wooden habitations of variou~ kinds:
othel's live within different parts of my StlperinLo,lt!ency, upon eitherpriblic or pl'ivate
lands other than the Reserve;;, upon which they settle down and build I:1hallties or
wigwams or other places of shelter. As to personal properiy, the Indians arJ very
POOl', and, generally speaking are possessed of personal property to a small extent 01
very little value, hardly worth describing more fully than tbe tabllhtr stakment
liihows.
The Indians residing upon the Reserve at Tobique, Victoria Oounty, have a very
See Statement H.
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good c!lapo1, to which they have been making an aduition of a fine tower, and require a tilUaU a:nount of money to enable them to pay the debt incurred in consequence of the audition anl rer>ail'" made upon the same; and, I think, ,sueh a chapel
as they have built for prayer 1ml pl'!tise, de"erves considemtion on the part of the
Indian D )pal'tment, and sincerely trust, that a small amount, at least, will be granted
to the Indian8 of Tobique, for so laudable :tn undertaking. They have on the s,ame
Resel've, a hou,;e set apart for the offi ~iating priest, quite suitable for that purpose,
and which he occupies during hi~ vi6itations among them, all proving that there
must nece~~al"ily be great devotion and Racrifice among the Inuians for the purposes
-of the sanctuaI'y and the eomfort of the mmister.
Thel'e abo stands upon the Reserve, at Kingsclear, in the County of York, a beantiful chapel, comparatively speaking, uprm which the Indians have from time to
time to tho [ll'esent, expended quite a S11m of money for the purpose of making it neat,
substantial, convenient and comfortable; which has been painted internally aJid
extemally, presenting to the vbitor a very pretty church, and well adapted for
worship, which is an ornament to the place, and. highly creditable to the Inuians.
-They are ahlO erecting, at the same place, at considerable expense, a building for the
.accommoJation- of the offiCiating clergyman, who, upon his viRitations to the Rtlserve,
may OCCt!py a neat, comfortabie, and eommouious building. Surely, such devotion
to tbe Caol~e of religion and hum'wity, de<elTe" to be reasonably req llited by a small
grant, at lea;;t, on the part of the Indian Department.
There are no more chapels for public worship nor houses for the accommodation
-{)f a minister, up0n any of the other resel'ves, within my superintendancy, and the
Indians, neal' t0wns and village", attend the services of the Roman Catholic Church,
to whjch they belong.
The gentlemen who very kindly act for me in the differenL localities during my
:absence, are as follows:_
John T. Hodgson, Esq., merchant, Little Palls, Madawaska County; Benjamin
Beveridge, jun., E~_q., merchant, Andover, Victoria County; John S Vermont, Esq.,
merchant, Woodstock, Carleton County; Rev. Joseph j}£ichaud, City of St. John, St.
_John County; William J. Ro;;e, Esq" Ufayol', St. Stephens, Charlotte CO,unty; Rev.
Edmund Doyle, St. George, Charlotte County.
I have received from the Indian Department, including a sum which was forwarded for special relief the latter part of la~t_ Decemher, the sum of $l,2:n.78, The
-expenditure of part of which necessarily extended beyonfi the 30th June, 1815; as
will more fully appear upon reference to the accounts which will he]'eaftor be forwarded, ehowing the expendittu'e of the whole amount up to that period.
The Indians within my Superintendency, as a body, cultivate the soil to a very
limited extent,. Agriculture is carrieu on in a small way on the Reserves at Little
Fall,,; Tobi'lue, Woodstock, Kingsclear, Saint :lIary", opposite Fredericton, and at St.
'Croix, and probably to a smaller extent in some, if not all the other localities, and the
seed money is generally distriblltel mnong all the Indiani'l, irrespective of purp0:,es
intended, this course meeting with the approbation of the Indian Chiefs and Indian
people at large.
The Indian people do not appear to progress much, if any, in wealth. As a body
they are poor-many of them velT much so, indeed. Their chief mode of subsistence
-consists in hunting, fishing, farming, and attending to the work of their trade or
-calling, and labouring at or near the Reserves in various ways, from which sources
they derive, generally speaking, theil' living.
Hunting, from the slight information I have been able to glean from some of the
'Indians, is not carried on to the extent it was formerly, owing to the great distance
-of travel, and occupation of the hunting-gt'ounds by so many other people in common
with themselves. They employ t.hemselves partially in catching muskrats on the
rivers and streams during the proper season for that purpose.
Fishing is carried on in a small way, egpecially the catching of salmon to a.
limited extent; in consequence of the operation of 1he Fishery laws, they merely
,.obtaining a small supply for their own use, and occasionally being enabled to sell a
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few in their own immediate neighbourhood and market, if there is one convenient.
And I would recommend the amending' of the Fishery Act, in so far as the Indians.
are concel'ned, regarding the catching of salmon, so as to enable the Indians to spear
legally, that being their life-long and hereditary mode of catching, which until within
.a few yaani was rt moans of subsistence, the loss of which they feel deeply, and are
much aggrieved in consequence.
Parmirig IS conducted upon a very small scale, indeed, and I can see very little,
if any improvement since I have had charge. I have frequently called their attention
to the fact, particlllarly in the localities where the Reserves are amply large enough
to enable them to pursue this branch of industry with advantage. Some of the
Indians at Kingsclear and Saint M:arys would like to have land provided for them in
some eli}.ible place in the COllnty of York or Sunbury; and further provided, similar
to the provlflions made, from time to time, by the Provincial Government, for th e
White emigrant. I have informed them that there is an abundance of good land on
the Tobique ReserYe, but they decline removing so far away. The Indian character
being migratory, I ain at a loss to know what is best to recommend, more especially
as the Indians connected with the Tobique Reserve, which contains a vel'y large
quantity of land well adapted to agriclllture, have made, for all time past, such small
progress. I have also recommended the Tobique- Indians particularly, to have a
nu:iriber oflots lOul'veyed, so that each head of a family, and active young men, could
each OCCllPY a lot on the most promising Pal·t of 'the Reserve; but in consequence of
It disagreement among them, nothing has been accomplished. and I am at a loss to
know what other course to suggest.
A,; to civilization, their frequent intercollrse among the white population must
necessarily increase their knowledge of the usages and customs of that class of
people; and if by any possibility schools could be e$tablished, an improvement
no doubt would be the result. They can generally speak very good English; are apt
to learn, anu if a commencement could once be made to educate them, there is
nothing to hinder the Indian, in time, from taking a reasonable position, in point
·of civilization, ber"ide his White brother.
The moral character of the Indians as a body, taking into consideration their
uncultivated condition, is quite good, more particularly taking into account the
manner in which they are brought up; and certainly much allowance ought to be
made in consequence of their social condition and their want of education. I think
that they will compare favourably with their more civilized brethren. The too free
use of ~lJ'(ient spirits among many of them has certainly an immoral tendency. The
ministe:'" of the Roman Catholic Church, to whose body they almost invariably
belong in some districts, visit them occaflionally, thereby affording them spiritual
instruction and consolation, and give them good advice, particularly against the
mse of strong drink. F01' many years I have been trying to suppress the use of
spirituous Jiq llOl'S among them, and h:we been sorely tried. The magistrates in many
instance..;u()t taking the same view of the law that I did, Bome cases heretofore were,
-dismissed; bllt mOl'e recently a case was brought before another magistrate, George
A. Perley, Eroq uire, of this city, who convicted the person, and sentenced him to one
day's imprisonment, and also imposed a small fine. The case was brought befo1'1': Mr.
Justice Wedon, who referred it to the Supreme Court to decide upon. 1Vhen the motion
was made by the defendant's attorney to review the same, the Court unanimously
,BuPP()J'ted my view of the law, and ordered the conviction to stand, which finally
settled a long·vexed legal difficulty, of which I never had any doubt; neither should
,any pclrson of even ordinary ability question it, the law being so plain. And I am
satistied that the reslllt has had, and must continue to have, a tendency for good.
During my vi"itation in Saint John this autumn, where I remained nearly a fortnight,
chiefly occnpied upon tbr.t business, I was much pleased with the course taken by
Henry J. (}ilbert, Esqllire, Police ~fagistrate of that city, and also of David Tapley,
Esquire, Police :afagistrate of Portland. These gentlemen were exceedingly kind,
;an,xiolll and willing to do all in their power to strengthen my hands, and employ the
:forces at their command, now necessal'Y to carry the la~ into effect i .and from what
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I can learn, the course taken in Saint John County especially, and in other parts, has.
already had a good effect.
.
During the month of A.ngust last, I received from your Department notice~
calling 'the attention of the public to the penalty incurred by persolls supplying-_
liquor to the Indians. I immediat{)ly had several of the notices posted up in my own
county, and addressed circulars sending notices to my Agents and others in variousparts of my Superintendency, requesting them to post them up, &c., and have no·
doubt but that the result will be beneficial to the Indian people.
Upon different occasions, since my last Report, I have called the attention of theIndians to the great nel~essity and beneM of having schools established among them,_
particularly at Tobique, Kingsclear and at St. Mary's, opposite Fredericton. Suffice it
to say, wrth regret, that they appear quite indifferent upon the subject, and there areno schools at present in operation among them; however I shall still continllC, when l
possible, to call their attention to the subjcct.
I have hcen unable to obtain the concurrence of the Indians to permit any per-·
$Ons lumbering upon the Reserve, and have no return to make beyond the return for
trespass during the year upon the Tobique Reserve, which has alrea-iy been forward-ed. to your Department j and I think the tr~spassers have been taught a lesson which
they will not soon forget, and which I hope will have a deterring influenco uponothers. The Indians of the 'l'obique Reserve (upon which stands the largest quantityof lumber) have been requested by me, frequently, to look after and watch tre>'passers
for which they would be reasonably compensated j but I have been unable to procuretheir services in that capacity. They appear very indifferent, believinl5 that theproceeds of the lumber should be paid. directly to them, and that they ought to be
allowed to lumber free of charge and not be compelled to pay the Crown dues to the- Department the same asothe1'8; although I have informed them that all the ruonies
derived fl'om the proceeds of the Reserve are placed upon interest for the use-oftha'
Indians of each.
]hring the year I have called the attention of all the settlers upon the 'l'obique·
Neserye to pay the arrears, due long since, upon lands which are occupied by- them,
belonging to that Reserve; and from what I know of the state of business generally,
during the past year, it would have been imprudent to enforce payment, as a large
class of the settlers are now possessed of very small means, and at present many of
them would be uttedy unable to pay even a part of the amount due. The New Brun"wiek Government ha,·e opened up for settlement, during the
past ,rear, near the Tobique Reserve, on the Tobique River, a large tract of,~ood land
suitable for agricultmal purposes, and are holding out favorable incueements toper-sons to settle upon the same, • I would suggest, in view of the long occupation of the
Tobique Reserve by so many persons, some of whom are very poor and unable to- pay
even the prices now fixed, that a reduction of the price of the land or change- in the
mode of payment be made, with a view to the settlement of as milch of tHe- lower
part of the Tobique as possible; because I firmly believe that some of the settlers are
not indilled to pay, and many of them are too poor to compel; and some of those
who al'enow occupying lands upon that Reserve may probably leave and occupy-the
land set apart recently by the local Government, the inducements for settlement of
which being so mlleh greater than those of settling upon lands belonging to the
Reserve. And taking into consideration the small amount of money realized from
the Eale of land of the Reserve for all time past, with not the brightest prospect for
the future of realizing a large amount under the present cil'cumstances, with the probability of losing the interest upon a certain portion of the lands sold but not yet
paid fOI·, and the danger of the fit'e running through the Reserve and inj-Ql'illg it, and
the retarding o!- the growth und improvement. of one of the finest localities in the
Province, is, to my mimI, a matter of sel·ioutl consideration on the part of tlie Indian
Department.
I have been requested by gentlemen connected with the looking after of thslocal Government lands, near the Tobiqne Reserve, to seeure a frce right of waythrough that Reserve to the landa recently set apart by that Government.
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The Indians, especially those living in. the River conntie:s, have complained of
the insufficiency of the grants of money given them, For years ])ast, but more particularly duri:~g the past year, many complaints have been made by many of the
Indiaus to me, and in a very unpleasant manner, and to others regarding me. They
.have an idea that I can command for their purpo~os any sum they mny require. I
have :-cmonstrated with them and genel'ally made a point· to keep funds on hand
nearly if not quite all the time, The custom whicq prevailed (no doubt with 1he besi
intention, and fill' the most benevolent purpoB'~s) previous to my taking office was
more indincl'iminate than the course adopted by me. I have gen'erally appropriuted
the funds at my disposal to those most iu need, and have had to discriminate at times
when the funds wel'e being reduced, even amo'lg that class, and relieve the most
pressing ca8es of want, because if I gave more generally it would most certainly be
the means of depriving those most in need of what they really required, belie\'ing
the course adopted as most conducive to their gcneral welfare, thereby incurring the
censure of others, 13ut I do believe that the amount which the Indiau peoplo within
my Superintendency receive annually is altogether too small, and so far as the
:amount they receive as a body is concerned, their complaints aro just. Imagine
upwards of five hundred (500) Indian people of nIl. ages and sexes, scattered
over a Lrbo extent of country, most all of whom are poor and many of them
very de-.;titute, struggling through a hard winter during the present hard times,
·especially so for the poor Indian, and yo'u can picture to yourself how far five
hundred and forty-seven dollars and seventy-eight cents ($54'1.78) amount appropriated for ordinary purposes during the past year, and two hundred dollW"fl
($200) additional .for special relief, making a totnl of seven hundred and fOl'ty",even dol1urt! and seventy-eight ccnts ($74'1.18) divided among that numbel' for
·ordinary ne<;cslSary purposes: doctors, medicine, funeral expen~es, &c" and even
admittiB~, whieh i8 the Jhct, that part of the money gl'anted for Heed is appropriated
for pecuninl'y IHu'poses, it docs not amount to two dollars (82,00) a hea.d for tho year.
·01' tal\o HIlother view of the case, Suppose I give to the Indians, over whom I have
direct pcrsonal control, from below \Voodstock, including the Counties of York,
Sunbu,'Y :In(l Queens, one dollar ($1.00) per month eaoh for twelve (12) months to
twenty (20) IlHiitUlti, which is a large c3timate, ,,,hat does it amount to? 'Vhyonly
two hnllul'eu and forty dollars ($240) per annum, which is a small amount to be distl'ibutel among the twenty (20), and le38, vel'y mlwh less than is distributed among
the pOOl' for ont-door relief within my own city (fredericton), what remains to be
done t()1' the l:.elllainuer, nearly two hundred (~OO), and then (·.ompare their condition
now with what. it was fOl'mcl'ly. The Indians being at one time the original proprietorti of the soil, have been in the ordin:ll'y eoursc of Pl'Ovidence, wL;ely, no doubt,
depl'ivcd in tlomo way of the right to mo~t of that soil, have !:'ince been, cared for by
the Qneen':l Guvernment for a long period by grants called ResCl'Ves being allotted to
them ill ~cvel'al places within the Province, and received some other immunities in the
fOl'm ahove deset'ibed of pecuniary aid, &c. Bat I contcnd, taking evcrything into
-consitL.\:·~ltjO'1, they being the original pl'oprietol's of tho ...oil or 101'uii of the soil,loyal
to the Crow II, being now tlisposessed of the lauch> whieh they fhl'mCl'ly owned, in their
()wn right, and being almost univel'6ully, within my Supel'intendencc, very poor"
having ::.}so been Jitlposcs!-led as eiviliz;ation advanees, of' their {cwmer lpmting gl'Ounds,
and prohihitoll fiOlU ~;p(\:H'ing salmon, at one timo thciJ' elliot' source of 8ub.;istence, I '
feel t.hat the jJXH' InJian is enti tiod to greator (;on~idel'Ution on t1,0 part of the
DomilJion Oovot'HrIlont, :md Hinccrely tell.it. that Ihe annual grautti fur them will
be increa:-;ed.
I have the honor to he, Sir,
You!' obedient ('en'ant,

WILLIAM FIS LIEn,
Visiting Superintendent.
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No. 26.
CUARLOTTBl'OWN,

P.E I.,

9th I)ec:ember,

18~5.

The Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
Sm.-In following up youI' recl nest for a Roport fl'om this Superintendency as an
accompaniment to the Tabular Statement showing the Census awi other details of
the Prince Ehvard Island Indians up to the BOth J llne la::;t, forwarded on the 16th Qf
last month, I am at no loss for a topic ill what is admitted to be of primary
importance among Indians, namely, blankets. It will be recollected that the
8um of $267.45 was, in, the fall nnd wi.nte!' of 1R74, expended in the plll'(~ha:-.;o and
distribution between the 8th Octobcr, 187·t and 12th March, 1815, of 85 pairs of this
article (including 18 pairs of tho gt'ey kind) out of $300 remitted for this Flpecific
object, and in my visitation at Lennox IHland, from which Il'etm'I1cd lust evening, I
found such a scarcity and destitution of thii':! article among 19 out of 25 familie,.; thel'e,
that I am compelled to urge the lIe(~e~sity and propriety of a fresh !-<lIpp!y Leing
extendod to them without unneCeS8al'y delay; in the mcantime it will be my duty to
check and prevent any continued Imfi'oring on account of' thi~, as on ac('onnt of other
privations at ~his inclement portion of the year, I am satisfied that a simillll' !-<c:tl'('ity
and destitution awaits my visitation of tho other different localitiet.-!, whieh 1 t-ihall
shortly make, having had sevcl':d writton applications for blanket~ from p:Ll'tiCb
amongst them. J have j.·.Ii'llt by pt!l':-.onal experience that it it; a fabo ecollomy tc
~uI'chase an i,nfpl'i:Ji' a~'t il':o in the way l~f hlan.kett~ 01' other thing~ for ll(lian~. A
like grant tlllS year With the last, thorefore, Will ~nable me to moot th1:-! jll'Olllment
necesgity, without which it will be vain to thinlt of nttempting to l'aitiCl tho;;;e poople
in condition and charactel', and with it, matterti will, so to speak, go on ~lIlo()thl'y.
Several deaths having occurred sinco the 30th June, tho next return will
probably show a decrease in the popUlation from the number now ginm. lIlIder the
head of personal property ahol'sc id mentioned.: it was raic;ed by the teachel' on I . ennox
Island; was four yeal's old, and. has sineo boen disposed of by him at tho sum of $150.
He has boen pretty succeasful as an agriculturist, having with two or three of the
other settlers stored a sufficiency of potatoeH and other produce to help their
families over the winter; the rest of tho families will doubtless require aml stand
in need of occa'3ional assistanco as the wi nt 01' progresses, a fow of theRe latter mentioned having but a few 1mshcls of potatoes remaining of their late crop, one of whom,
as mentioned in previous communication, hnving beon so unfortunate as to have had
his crop of potatoes entirely dostroyed by the.- cattle breaking in upon it. All of
these families will, as they are now (loing, continue in th,~ manufacture of basketwork, tho wood for which they are obliged to bring from a distance of 15 or 20 miles,
the carriage of which occasions a sedous deduction from the profits which would
otherwise arise therefrom; for thiH reason I have sometimes found it necessary to
relieve them fl'om the latter charge. Taught by bitter experience, they Ill'e beginning
to Bee the wisdom of attending moro to the cultivation of tho soil, and to the erection
of wooden or frame buildings at:; placeg of abode, so that should their lives be spared
for another year, an improvement in both these respects may be looked for upon Lennox Island. A like spirit of enterprise as agriculturists hali been manifestea by two
members of the family of Mathew Prospore, who for many years enjoyed a holding
in the neighborhood of Murray Harbor, hut being diElpossessed of it most unfariIy
had been obliged ts faU back on a camp lifo, A so~ of the old man, Simon Prospere,
experimented in the purchase of the goodwill of a 'White settler in 20 acres of land on
lot or township No. 40, four of which were in a state of clearance with a dwelling
bouse upon it, for which he agreed to giyo $120 to the White settler who held an agreement for the purchase of 50 acres (payable in 10 years) from the Government.
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Sinco thon, tho father though greatly t\(lvanecd in years, bas resumed hi8 fnrming
p,l1r8uit~, and purehased, or agl'eed to plll'('ha~c, a like holding in bi8 Hon't:! neighborhood. 'fhe son this year has tmcceeded well at:! an agriculturalist, besiJes attending
to his man.ufacturing pursuits.
The Indian tract on Townsllip 39, remains in statu quo; two families only
being upon it; they, few as they are, have no means of egress or ingress to or
from their camp but fin' the foruearance and mel'ey of neighboring White settlers
by whom they are completely hemmed in and or: (·Io::;ed. So much fbI' the ('arelessne8s of the offiCial!:! of :be Loeal liovcrnnH'llt: tho )('medy for this nl'glcct will
hereafter be touched upon. Six families }wve for the last few yem's b('ell f'uffered
to camp on what is known as the 'Yarren Ftu m, neal' the ent\'am'o of this 11m bor,
and they would like to have their present pOl"ition Leeomo their permanent auode, if
this was pof-siILIe: they feel encouraged to look for ~ome concession of this killd f1 om
a consideration of Lady Wood's devi~e to 1lwm, to whom, and her surviving 81Bters,
this funn haH been leased by the Local Government, and the uncertainty of any
benefit otherwise accruing to them from the devise in question.
Sin(,e the 30th June, a sellool-house has ueen erected on Lennox Island ftt a cost of
$245, furnished by the Department, nnd is now in operation under favornulc (.'in'uIDstanceR, and promises to be a HOUl'ce of blessillg, I ~Lould hope, to tho Indian settlers
on the JISland.
rfho $200 remitted to purchase seed potatoes and grain and for farming implementi'l, WRf.l expended as carefully and judiciously as possible; and as relates to the
necessmT I:mpply of !:leed potatoe~ and grain, wi II, I trust in the proper sea::;on, carly
in May, be renewed. The farming implementH which were proeUl'ed by means of
this }'t'mittance were much needed; the othel' )'emittances towards the mitigation :md
obviation of the general destitution prevailing at the time among the Indian population of this Pl'ovince were mueh needed, and dealt oqt in accordance with the LCllign
intentions of your Government.
Thullkillg you for the cheque recently received to meet the constant and uninterrupted recurrence of Indian exigencies from one quarter and another,
I have the honor to be Sir,
Your Obedient Servant.
THEOPIIILUS STEWART,
Visiting Superintendent·

No. 21.
MANITOBA.
INDIAN CO}IlHSSIONER'S OFFICE,
WINNIPEG, 30th October,

1815.
The Honorable
The Suporintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
8IR,-1 have the honour to forward the following Report on Indian Affairs for
the past year.
,
I am happy to be in a position to inform you· that the intercourse between the
Indians and tho Government, through me, has been of the most peaceful nature, and
denotes, on the part of the fO)'lller~ a general feeling of satisfaction and of contentment.
The appearance of difficultie':!, which had been anticipated the preceding year,
and which had been eonsidorably exnggerated by the circulation of outside l'Umours,
entirt'ly disappeared when sufficient explanations had leen giyen.
The Indians now understand the position flecured to them by the treaties; and,
if all causes of misunderstanding have not yet disappeared, they only bear on minor
details and cannot create any serious disagreement.
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These discussions only tend to show, on the part of the Indians, a firm purpose

to defend their interests, according to the spirit and the letter of the Treaties and

Covenants, in whil'h ~purpose they ought to be encouraged, inasmuch as those
inteJ'estg cannot be in discrepancy with the intentions of the Government. It is
gratifying to seo that the first steps taken with a view to bring about confidence, and
to provide for the future welfare and advancement of tbe Indians of the North-West,
have beon so fully successful.
.
I already bad the honour to mention, in a former report, that at the timo of the
execution of Treaties in 1871, several pl'omises, not mentioned in the Treaties, had
be"n made to the different Tribes, and that the natUl'e and particulars of those
promil:lea were of too indefinite a character to allow of a settlement without calling a
new convention to annul all engagements-real, or given as such-with the exception of those expressly mentioned in the Treaties.
Thi~ solution has been accept<."d by the Government, who now otTer an annuity of
$5 per -bead, instead of $3, on condition that all claims not mentioned in Treaties
shall be given up. All the Indians of Treaties 1 and 2 havo eagerly accepted that
proposition, with the exception of one Band, who refused on private grounds~that is,
in reference to the extent of the Reserve to be granted to them.
These results assume a greater importance, fl'om the fact that public opinion i8
very easily aroused by rumors which may circulate in reference to the supposed
troul,les of which the Indians would be, or could have been, the originatol>s.
Such reports, magnified by distance, could atlect the ad,'ancement of the country,
and especially notably decrease the influx of emigration, to which so much importance is attached.
It is to provide agains\ all pretext to possible complaints and repoI·ts of thi8
nature, which would have been the consequence thereof, that 1. have authorizod the
incurring of certain expenses to which the Goverpmont was not strictly held, but
which were necessitated by the apprehen~ions already alluded to.
The final location, and the surveying of the Reseryes, where they havo been
completed, have, as an immediate result, caused the Indians to settle on the gI'ounds
allotted to them, and induced them to abandon that roving and wandering life to
whi('h thcy would otherwise adhere, to the detriment of their present mOl'al1i and of
their future condition.
The itnp!'ovements made on those Reserves are not in themselves of great
importance.
As in all things, the beginning was difficult; but the first sters have now been
taken everywhere, and the first oli>stacleli have been overcome, and everything lead.
to the belief that the improvements wil I be caJ'ried on.
TJlO Indians have now been made to understand the necessity of devoting
themselves to a~ricultural pursuits, since hunting and fishing can no longer supply
them with tmfficient means of bubsit,tcnce. This conviction, which they possess,
facilitatos to a considerable degree the action of tho Government, sinrc nothing
remains but to devise the best, I:lufest, and most practicable means to attain a result,
which all parties ncknowledge as bQing the only possible one.
.
Indian ReserV'es being generally I:lituate in the midst, or in the immediate vicinity
of settlements, there is no necessity (as is the case elsewhel'e) to teaeh the seV'cral
TI'ib('s the rudiments of the new W!ly of lifo which they are called upon to embrace.
'fheso Indians have for several years palSt, lived among the 'Vhitefl, and have
become sufficiently familiar with the elements of industry and of agricultul'e, 80 that
reliance may be had in their willingnoss to put to good profit'the several adV'antages
tendered to them.
If their education is susceptible of great improvement, it has at least boen commenced, and they are in a position to improve it themselves. This proximity to
settlements gives them another advantage; they may supply themselves, on the
same terms as othel> inhabitants of tho Province, with all the articles they may be in
need of, and call dispose with the same facility of the produce of their hunt and of
their fishing.
.
o
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For these reasons the Government is e~onerated from the obligation, which it has

-to fulfil elsewhere, of establishing model farms, erecting mills, &c., in the middle of
-ttn Indian population, and of regulating the conditions of trade.

Nothing therefore re!!lains to be done but the snpel'illtendence of real estate and
the prevention- of the sale of spirituous liCl nors.
The practice followed to this day of distributing agricultural implements, some
tools and some cattle, has met the req uiremonts of the Indians, and nothing more
will be claimed by them.
The use they make of these articles, and the care they give to the cattle, exonerates the G0verllmollt from all farther responsibility.
_
But I will repeat what I had already the honor to urge, on the importance of the
-appointment of Local Agents, which will carry with it a great weight of influence.
It iil the presence of a Local Agent of the Government, residing with the Indians,
watching their progress, ready at all times to give advice on all questions put to him,
-and being in a position to give to anybody the encouragement and information he
may require.
/
These local appointments would have a mo;,;t beneficial re~mtt, ttnd no measure,
no expell3e, can ever have so good an effect.
Imp()etant changos have recently taken place am<:mg the Indians and the Halfbree::lil of the North ttnd of the We;;t, and these changes have, in a.gl·eat measure,
reacted on the condition of the Indians of }fanitob!l. It is a well-known fact that
the hunt is rapidly decreasing evelT year, and is now profitable only to those who
travel a considerable distance and who sever themselves entil'ely from the Ejettiements.
At the same time the system of navigation inaugurated on the lakes and rivers
-of tbose Territories, leaves without work a great many of those who gained a livelihood in that line of labor.
By the treaties concluded to this day with the Indians, no steps have, as 'yet, been
taken in reference to tho pO:5ition' of the Half-breeds. The common law settle:> that
matter.
,{~
From the second section of clause 15 of the Act 31 Vic., Cap. 42, Me to be c()usi<iel'ed as Indians, "all persons residing among tho~e Indian,.; of whom theil' parents
« fl'om either side were descended from Indian,S, or reputed Indians, belonging to 1.he
"Nation, Tribe or particular people of Indians intere~ted in real estate, 01' their
" descendants."
The Cluestion of re3idence ha3 !1lways reeei ved a ver}" liberal interpretation, as
was neces;:;ary in a country whose inhabitants lead sne.ll a wandering life.
,
Trusting to this system, a gl'eat many Half~bl'eects and Indians now return from
the North-West, and claim their place among the Indians of this Province.
They maintain that their absence was but a tempol'ary one, and that they never
have ceased to belong to the Tribe of which they formerly were members.
This desire to come back to this Province is still increased by the amount of
arrears to be paid to them. In consequence, the annual grant is raised to $10 for the
first year, and $8 for the four subsequent years.
It is true that the settlement of Half-breed claims in l\fallitoba has re,;ulted in
doing away wit.h that difficulty, insomuch as it refers to the inhabitants of' this
Province; but it again occur::; in that part of country (lovered by Treaties 2 and 3,
. and even, in part, under Treaty No. 1.
I have even reason to believe that this difficulty assumes a special feature in
localities where Half-breeds are in numbers; they wish to~be acknowledged as specia.l
Bands, distinct from the Indian Bands which surround them, taking, at the same
time, their share of the privilege granted the Indians, and claiming under the two
heads of White and of Indian descendants.
All those among the Half-breeds wishing to avail themselves of the law above
quoted, have all facilities for so doing, and the law hag alway;:; been broadly interpreted in the- most favorable meaning to this class of claimants. '{'he partie,; concerned have only been given to understnnd that their joining an Indian Tdbe, with
the intention of shadng in the benefits :teeming to them a" an Indian Teibe comti-
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tuted a complete abandonment of the privileges granted to White citizens or to Halfbreeds.
If the new claims which I have now mentiQned were entertained, the result
would be the springing up of a new class of inhabitants, placed between the Whites
and the Indians-having, in a political and legal point of view, special and separaterights, or, at least, this is the 'interpretation which will certainly be g'iven to that
measure-and this acceptance of their rights, far from being considered as a final
decision, will only be a starting point for them to prefer new claims as issue of thefirst White settlers of this country.
The principle of the proprietary right, insomuch as it refers to the Indians, has
been again revived in the several meetings which we had this year j and I mention
this specially as from the manner of its acceptauce will depend the system of administration to be adopted in this matter.
The Indians, as may be expected, claim the exclusive right of property to lands;
they deny to the Government the right to possess without their consent; and, as a
natural conclusion, reserve to themselves the right of stating their terms, and Ot
selecting their Reserves. On all questions which might arise in the future in reference to those rights, it follows that their opinions, their demands, and their interests
ever ought to predominate.
_
There are many, who, for several rea'lons, and in all good faith, do everything
in their power to keep tbe Indians in that belief: on the othe,r hand, other parties,
under the widespread belief that the Indians are useless to the country, and especially
to their neighbors, maintain that they ought to be, at most, only tolerated; and that
every restriction to their rights, claims, and actions should be held as of advantage
and benefit to the public.
.
Should the Indians ever come to the knowledge that such is the system to be
followed regarding them, they would fall into a state of discouragement to be deplored
as much in regard to themselves as to the Government. Should they lose faith in
their rights, odn the acknowledged obligations contracted towards them, they will
shut themselves up to all inducement tending to better their condition; uncertain of
their future, without any guarantee that the proceeds of their labor shall not be lost
to ·them and to their chilurml, that the parcel of land which they are asked to improve shall not be taken away from them, they will relapse into a total unconcern
and depend on public charity for the means of sustenance.
•
The fact that the Government has treated with the Indians for their bunting
grounds, is looked upon by them as an acknowledgment of their absolute right to the
whole country, and this, along with the outside advice they receive, requires a good
deal of caution and patience to bring them io understand the true meaning of these
conventions, and the exact amount of the rights acknowledged.
The recent legislation of our country does not recognize the Indians as the proprietors of the land, and, in its dispositions, has only kept in view the general interests of the public.
The Indians are subjects of the Crown, as well as other citizens, and as such have
a right to the protectiou granted by the authorities to all the inhabitants of the
conntry.
This peotection manifests itself in several ways. All classes of citizens cannot
prefer the same claims, since they are in proportion to their individual condition, and
they can ouly claim at the hands of the authorities, the sum of assistance necessary
to their ordinary way of living.
This protection is not altogether beneficial, since its existence is in opposition to
individual enterprise, without which there cannot be any economic~l progress.
According to these principles the Indians certainly have claims and rights t(}
press upon the Government. They are British subjects, they have a right to a living,
and consequently to all that is necessary to secure it to them.
But it must not be believed that for this reason the Government is bound ever
to provide for their wants; such a measure, let alone the expense, would be detrimental to the recipients thereof.
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The interest shown towards them ought to manifest itself in the shape only of
gratuities in proportion to their individual endeavors in the same sense. The
advantages conferred ought to be considered by them, less as a payment for their
former pursuits, which they abandon, than as an assurance of their future welfare under the new conditigns pressed by circumstances and the state of the country.
Such are the ideas which I have endeavored to impress upon the Indians under
my charge, and I have found it to be the only rational way to point to them the
justice of the legislation which is now to guide them.
It is especially in these intricate and self-interested discusl'ions that the want
of able and faithful interpreters is felt; one word may sometimes give rise to difficulties which no possible explanation can smooth. This branch of the service lacks
organization, for, as a rule, we have to accept the intel-preter the Indians themselves
may select.
• Experience has taught me the danger incurred in relying on the first version of
the interpreter.
If I insist at such length on these details, it is because I have been in a
position to ascertain what importance the Indians themselves attach to it, and
with what logic they derive all the consequences of each of the COL cessions made
to them.
Evil counsellors are at hand who desire to lead them astray, or at least to exaggerate their rights, a practice so common, as to warrant the Government and its
representatives in not leaving any doubt on the important points which al'e the
main basis of all negotiations with the Indians,
All those who have taken an interest ill the future welfare of the Indians have
directed their minds to their education, and have insisted on the necessity of raising
the level of their knowledge, of enlightening their minds, and above all of acting early
- on the minds of the children, so as to give them at an age when they are more susceptible of l'eceiving an impression, intellectual habits, which are the most striking
feature of civilization.
On the principle itself of the necessity of education, there is but one opinion,
bnt not as to the best means of obtaining the greatest sum of success, in the
promptest manner, and at as Iowa rate as is possible.
Education, in the present instance, does not only mean the use of books, but alsothe intellectual, social, and religious advancement of the children, and of'the class to
which they belong.
So long as the families themselves are not settled in a more permanent manner,
the education 0f the children must always be made under very precarious circumstances. As they are obliged to follow their families in their hunting and fishing
expeditions, they cannot attend school, but with such irregularity as to lose most of
the advantages they might have otherwise derived. As soon as their age renders
them fit for useful service, they must leave school at too early an age to have received
all the benefit they ought to have derived therefrom.
.
~fo]'eovel', the cold winter, the want of proper clothing, and the distance to the
school-houso often keeps them at home at a time which, under other circumstances,
would be the most favorable to them. A special difficulty in the way of the
education of these children is that many of them understand the Indian language
only, and that the teaching must be done in that language.
The necessity of having the Indians forget their native tongue has been urged
several times, and under many circumstance:;, and it was believed that if it 4\vcr
could be accomplished, it would be the main step taken towards their advancement,
and there is a good deal of objection in allowing them to learn or to speak it.
With regard to the result of the teaching itself; this opinion raises objections
which can be overcome but with difficultv during the time that the children have at
their disposal~
"
It is evident that there is a great loss of time in these attempts at education
which are nothing more than sounds of which the child understands neith81' the'
signification 01' application, and consequently cannot see its usefulness.
9-3~
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The first principle in education is to interest the pupil in what he is
taught; it id foe that reason that teachers are required to k;now the Indian
language, so a3 to, give the childt'en all the necessary explanat.ion3 in their own
languJ..sJ without fe.tr that this ClBtom will pt'ove detrimental to their learnmg other
languages.
Cm3id3:'ing the now constant intercourse w:th the Whites, among whom they
live, it is im;l0Eible for the Indians not to learn the idioms in u~e around them; and
then, the education they may have acquired, even should it be in the Indian language,
ihall recei,'e the desired application.
I might add that the Indians will ever preserve among themselves the use of
their OlVn language. Past experience shows this.
Now, if we go back to philosophical, ethnographical and historical reasons, well
have we the right to enquire whether every language has not its reason to subsist.
and whether it is the duty of a civilizing Government to use its influence to
extinguish a language spoken by thonsands,-a language well-formed, and well
adapted for its purposes; the study of which may one day contribute to throw
light on the darkest and most interesting points in the history of half a world.
I do not mean to say that these que3tions are within the immediate province of
the Government; neither do I contend that con8iderable outlays should be made with
the sole object of completing a work which is generally left to scientific corps; but I
merely wi"h to eXl,ress an idea that there are ,mfficient reasons to maintain the study
of these ancient languages of the continent, so that the education of children may
not be sacrificed to the prejudices or the antipathy which may be felt regarding them.
Another feature of education to which 1 wiUcall your attention is the education
of girls.
.
The aim, in this instance, is to elevate the moral and social standing of the
Indians.
The best means to induce the Indians to give uT:> their nomadic hahits, is, that
they should find home-comfort, a well-brought-up family, and all the pcace and contentment given by an industrious wife and an intelligent mother.
It is especially in a new country like ours that the mission of woman is appreciated. 1Vhen we see one class of people in advance of the other, one may safely
state, without fear Of contradiction, that it is due to the education of woman. Men,
brought up to the habits of their fathet·s, very soon forget the notions which they
may have imbibed in their youth; but women, on the contrary, from the vet'y nature
of their daily avocations, the tendency of their mind, and their relative want of distraction, preserve within themselves this primitive influence, and it will be their
ambition to transmit it to their children.
The experiment of Industrial Schools, which has sometimes elsewhere been
attended with success, cannot, in this case have any application. To benefit by a
more complicated system of teaching, the pupils must be better acquainted with the
elements of education.
The first intercourse of the Indians with the Whites is always extremely
dangerous to the former, and it is, then, the duty of the Government to see them
constantly protected if they want to guard them against the abuse of strong liquor
And the ambition of traders, who will not shrink from the commissiou of any fraud
with a view to extort from them, 1Lt nominal prices, the little produce which they
may have to exchange against articles most. nece~sary to them.
But no such fears need be entertained in the present state of thingtl. The
Indians have long since gone through the first ~tage of t.heir intercourse with the
Whites, and their experience of civilization runs atl far back as half a century. _
As to the Bands dwelling llear the limits of this Province, trading is to them of
but very little consequence, and cannot give rise to any dangerous compe~ition. The
price of all trad~ng a~ticle" is well l~Jlo\Yn.' and there eannot exi"t frauds so seriou'~ as
to call for the dIrect lllterfel'cnce of t.he (xovernment.
The credit syBtem, still in-exirstencc, may CUUKe ~ome impositions, but it; not of so
grave and general a character as is generally ~llVp()"0d.
\
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If, in some cases, advances of provisions, ammunition and clothing ha.ve been
made compelling the debtor to give in exchange the produce of his hunt or the
amount of his annuity money, these conditions have all been fI·eely entered in 0, and
for full value received. One may judge of this fact, from the orders given by
the Indians to draw the amount of their annuity. These orders are few, and in the
hands of honest and trustworthy traders, and we have still to leat'll that any
of them had been obtained under false pretences or given without valuable
consideration.
I had the honor to mention above that the survey of the Jndian Re'serves
has, as an immediate result, had the effect of keeping the Indians within those
limits, and of keeping them away from settlements where they have so many
opportunities to give way to their most dangerous inclination, the use of strong
liquors.
With a view to leave no excuse for their visiting Winnipog, as they were fain to
do to their great loss and to the annoyance of the inhabitants of the city, all payments have this year been made on the Reserves. In one or two instances, thi:; rule
has given rise to so,ne complaints, but I thought it better to submit to some inconvenience with the object of'laying down the principle that all intercourse between
the Government and the Indians should take place on their Reserve, and above all
to provide against the temptation to spend a part, if not the whole, of their annuity
money in the purchase of useless or injurious articles.
It must not be said, however, that these several measures nave had the effect of
keeping the Indians altogether away from drunkenness, but they have conAiuerahly
diminished its results. If there still exi:;t some disorders they are merely individual,
and do not'bear that general character with which, nnfortunately, we had become
familiar. The p'tssing of the new law regulating this matter has greatly contributed to bring about this commendable re,;ult.
Another danger, which it was very impOl·tant to guard against, was the sale
&1' harter of cattle and agricultural implements given to the Indiautl fOt' their sole
nse. There were at first some cases of that kind, but the parties ,who had obtained
these articles having been compelled to return them without being left a remedy t()
recover the money paid for the same, their failure has proved a sufficient wa, ning to
those who would have felt inclined to do likewise, and for more thau one yea!" no
illegal kansaction of that nature has been brought to light.
During the past year 'a considerable amount of sickness has prevailed among thlt
Indians at St. Peters and Fort Alexander, especially amongst the children which, to
all appearance, and somewhat strangely, had its origin in the intI'oduction of measles.
So far as I have been able to ascertain, by inquiries made by myself and the medical
man sent among them at the time, the breaking out of the epidemic was spontaneous,
no cases being' known at the time among the White and Half-breed popUlation within
a distance of forty ",,;1';0, and there jlad not been a case of measles among the Indians
themselves, or in their neighborhood within twelve years, thus rendering the whole
ehild population liable to contact, and, with singularly few exception:;;, the whollt
of the children became involved in the epidemic. The first few cases were of th@
ordinary mild character terminating in rapid recovery, but :ttl the disease became more
widely spt'cad and embracing a larger number of cases, the type of disea8e became
more serious and the disease in many cases fatal. I sent a medical man to St.
Peters to examine into the affair, and he pronoun,'ed the epidemic to be. of a very
malignant type, and in danger of reproducing ib,elf amongst the surrounding White
population, if' Dot mitigated. Whel'eUpOll I authorized him to take such steps as he
might think proper to give relief, altd to make all possible efforts to prevent thlt
lipread of the mischief.
,
'
.From, the beginning of his labour among them, a marked change was visible.
The number of cases was lessened although the epidemic was just about its height,
and in a few weeks it subsided altogether. I was told by the doctor, that much of
his success ~n all the cases was due to their adoption of a few 'rational practices in the
method of diet and nursing, instituted at his direction, but previously neglected though
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in the more serious cases he was obliged to have recourse to medical treatment,
tonics, &c., to which their constitution is very quickly responsive.
.
At Fort Alexander, where the disease broke out quite' in the same way, and
which in its earlier st-lges was of the same ordinary mild character as that of St.
Peters, the type became malignant and continued so to the end, until it had embraced
the whole population.
I did not receive intelligence of its existence until it was too late to send any
aid.
' l
During tbe existence of the disease, and for some months afterwards, though not
noticed to be an unusually unhealthy season in other years, a greater number than
usual of adult Indians were also sick. I am informed by the doctors, however, that
it is always mOre or less the case that any epidemic of a severe type has the effect of
calling into active play any latent disease, though the subjects so affected may be
perfectly free from the epidemic itself.
. It certainly has been so in this case that a greater number of chest and liver
diseases, and more deaths from these diseases have occurred this last spring than for
many years past.
Taken in conjunction with this probable cause, however, there is another very
apparent reason for it which is that as the Indians conform more and more to the
habits of a cIvilized life, they become less able to stand their former mode of living,
to which they are constantly returning at intervals from necessity as well as
inclination, such as fishing, hunting, dog driving, without taking the precautions
whieh tneir new mode of life has rendered neeessary.
It is much to be feared that a recurrence of the various epidemics such as scarlet
fever, whooping cough or small-pox, which they have hitherto escaped, but whictl is
becoming every year more probable through immigration, will make sad havoc
among the entire population. I think the lesson of the last epidemic, however, will
not have been without its uses in showing them what may be done by attending to
the obvious rules of' nursing and sanitary comforts
Some attempts have been made during the year to obtain the division of certain
Bands, the members of which, for several reasons, said they could no longer remain
under the same chief. Some of these demands had no other grounds than personal
ambition, or arose feom complaints which the Government could not entertain. In
this case the promoters of' these dissensions were peremptorily told that their
propositions would not receive the sanction of' the authorities.
, Other demands have been entertained and were submitted to you, with the approbation of His HOllOI' the Lieutenant Governor, and my own.
Some of the Reserves, such as St. Peters, are of too great an extent for only one
chief to meet out justice to everybody. In other localities, for instance at the Portage,
it is the diversity of interests and customs that seem to call for a separation. Those
who feel inclined to devote themselves to agriculture, are thwarted in their designs
by the othel' party who wish to resume the old way of living by bunting and fishing. The first need some encouragement in the shape of agricultural implements,
seed grain and money to assist them during the period of their farm labors. The
others, on the contrary, can give up every advantage to obtain a Reserve uf such an
extent as to enable them to continue their usual mode of life.
When the populatioI! shall have increased to a sufficiently large figure, and cir(lUmstances will allow of it, I do not think it would be inOppol'tune to allow the
interested parties the privilege to form a separate Band, if it is self-evident that it is
to their advantage, and that they cannot continue to form part of the same Band
without prejudice to their own interests.
ST. PETERS' BAND.

The Band at St. Peters is the most numerous, the best settled, and most progressive all of the Bands which have been party to Treaty No. 1. It numbers 1,943 souls,
and their Reserve is of 51,200 acres in area; More than haH of the Band consists of
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Half-breeds, for many,Years settled on the banks of the Red River, who compose the
Parish of St. Peters.
"
There are in that parish 130 proprietors of 15,OO(} acres ofland, of which about
:2,000 are under cultivation; 120 houses valued at $30,000, and 190 other buildings,
having an approximate value of $28,500.
MoreoveI 55 families are settled outside of the Reserve, where they have their
farms, houses, &c.
The balance of the Band, to the amount of 160 families, make a living ft'om
hunting, fishing and voyaging.
The fiest of these occupations -has the least to do with the resources of those
.Indians.
.
Fishing, though not the element of a large trade, contributes nevertheiess to the
support of a great many families at a. time of the year when they would lack all
-other moans to procure the necessaries of life.
'When fall fishing is productive, it provides the necessary food for the greatest
part of the winter. Unfortunately, good luck does not always attend them; and last
.year this source of supply was far below the wants of the Tribe. Then it becomes
necessary to meet this deficiency by outward assistance.
These remarks, however, have no reference to that part of tho Band who derive
.a livelihood fror::l agriculture and voyaging.
.
This Reserve is large enough to support two schools. The Indian Department
pays one-half/>f the salary to each teacher (in all $300). and an equal sum is paid by
the Board of Education of Manitoba. A third school will have to be established next
summer at Nottly Creok, where about twenty families will then be settled.
The Reserve of St. Peter is placed under peculiar circumstances from the great
number of inhabitants residing within the limits of the Reserve, who do not share in
the annuities, and, in fact, do not form part of the Band. The question of claims of
Indians to lands which they occupied at a date anterior to the Treaty having only
been settled since last session, it is from that date only that positive 'instructions
·-could be given to the Indians on the principle of their tenure in the Reserve.
Unfortunately, considerable damag€ has been done, caused by the destruction of
timber, which it was impossible to prevent, by reason of the number of claimants to
those properties.
It must be hoped that these trespasses may now be less frequent, especially if a
"Commission settles at once the claims of the Whites and of th.e Half-breeds within
the Reserve.
FORT ALEXANDER BAND.

.

This Band numbers 506 per30ns, settled at the mouth of the 'Winnipeg River.
Reserve, surveyed during the f:111 of 1873, embraces 7,500 acres, on both sides
of the river. They have ·made remarkable progress, if consideration is taken of
their isolated position, and of the want of communications with th~ settlements of
the Province, who could have set them an example .
. These Indians have no less than 45 houses, well and strongly built, of the value
of $12,000, and farm about 1,000 acres of land.
They have not as yet suffered from that ruinous plague, the grass-hoppers.
For many years they have had a school, originally supported by the Miss:onary
Society of the Church of England, and at present by the Indian Department. This
one school not being sufficient for the l"flquirements of the teachings, principally on
.account of the extent ofthe Reserve, they have built another school-house in the hope
that the Government would assist them as well in the finishing of the building as in
the payment of the teacher's sa.Iary. From last accounts, about 36 children attended
·the school already established, and 30 more are of age to attend the other scftool
when built.

~heir
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BROKEN HEAD RIVER BAND.

The Fort Garry Band, now better known as the Broken Head River Band, had:
formerly selected their Reserve on Rousseau River, near Pembina.
At their request this Reserve has been transfelTed to the mouth of the Broken,
Head, on the shores of Lake Winnipeg, The first survey indicates 10,920 acres, iu,
proportiou to the population, numbering 439 souls.
But the land being very swampy, and to a great extent unfit for farming pUl'-poses, a new limitation will have to be made with a view of giving to every
one the share of arable land to which he is entitled.
This Band had for a long time been in the habit of spending the greater part of'
their time in the vicinity of the settlements, seeking a living a little by hunting
and fishing, and at other times begging. For a year past they have definitely
settled on their Reserve, and I have reason to believe that their position is remark-·
ably improved. Ten house8 have been erected since that time, and they manifest
the intention soon themselves to provide for all their wants.
'
This Band is still altogether Pagan, and, through religious prejudices haveopposed the establishment of schools, which they persist in regarding as closely
connected with religion itself.
In the same locality, a part of St. Peters Band, numbering about 92 persons, are'
settled. This post has formerly been of some importance, on account of its proximity
to the river which was the outlet to a large tract of country lying between Red River
and' the Lake of the Wondfl, Formerl}, the Hudson Bay Company' kept there It
trading post. It is the e:-tabJi"hment of the Dawson :Foute that has put a stop t<>
trading in that direction. Those Indian~, wLo ought to be called Half-breed>" for the·
last year and a-haH bave a scbool, whose teacher i~ paid $200 a year by the Indian
Department-an average of 24 children attend the school.
This Band is industriom;, well-behaved, anxious to improve, and in general givefull satisfaction. Some signs of dissati;;fl1ctiol} had appeared in the spring between
these two bands, wbo were compelled to liq' in proximity to one another. They
both complained of encroachments ('ommitted by eaeh other. It was afterwards
ascertained that these complaints 111111 no eel'ious fonndation, and that harmony
existed between the two parties.
PEMBINA BA:'<T>S.

The Pembina Bands, under the three (·hief's who were party to Treaty No.1.
number 480 souls. This number hl1l'< riecl'eat'ed sil1ce 1871, 80me having gone back
to the United States where they alwllF had l'eRided.
Their Reserve, as surveyed from 1 he outlet of Riviere aux Rousseau, going up theRed Rivel', comprises 13,.554 acres. 'l'ho Pembina Indians contend that this reserveis not located )n conformity to the cOllventlOns ..of tne Treaty, and they claim the
grant of the land on both sides of the Rousseau River, runni!jg east. These lands
having been set aside for Half-breed claims, or fol' settlers who had already taken
possession, it does not seem possible that their request could be granted, They gave·
as a reason for the ne~essity of a change that they already had commenced. large
settlements at the places which they claimed, but it is now in evidence that the num·
bel' of houEes built does not come up to one-half dozen.
There are altogether eleven houses belonging to these Indians. They are very
docile alld well conducted and are anxious to put to gooJ. profit the advantage&
they derive from the Government. They have expressed the desire of having a
school established amongst them next spring.
PORTAGE BANDS,

At the time of the first Treaty,,it was agreed that the Reserve allowed to thePortage Bands should be of 160 acres per family, and a tract of fivtl miles alOuhd
the ReLorve.
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By virtue of this disposition of the treaty, these Indians, though numberingonly 738, have claimed a superficies of about twenty townships, on both sides of thecAssiniboine River, from (easterly) the middle of Range 7, to (westerly) Range 12,_
and rUlming from the centre of Township 5, to the middle of Township 10.
_
These demands, which cannot possibly be takcn into serious consideration, havebeen left open for a fnture understanding.
The settlement of this question has proved the more difficult, that the I'ndianl3
themselves do not appear to take much interest in its solution; twice, surveyors hav&been on the spot to run t.he necessary lines, and each time the Indians have refused
to give or to ask for the least information, even when required to do so.
lt is for this reason that the Portage Band has refused this year to accept theincrease of annuity tendered to them.
Through their Chief, they positively refuse to make the least change to th&Treaty before the settlement of this question of Reserve. As it is not probable that
any application shall be made before several years for the lands which have been
appropriated for that purpose, it has not been thought necessary to hasten theirdecision.
The majority of the Portage Indians live by hunting and fishing, the produce of·
which is sufficient· to afford them a comfortable living.
•
The settlements have not driven away the game for which that part of the,
country has always been noted.
At the mouth of the White Mud River is found part of the Portage Band who>
have refused to submit to their Chief, and who have persisted in requesting the-Government to acknowledge them as a separ:ate Band from that with which they
have been associated in the T1ieaty.
For several years past, these Indians, to the number of 180, have devoted themselves to farming, and they contend that they would be prevented from pursuing
their avocations if they were compblled to join the others. This year, they were
entirely disposed to accept the conditions proposed by the Government, and it is impossible not to notice the apparent injustice in consequence of which their families
found themselves deprived of this increased annuity, the result of a misunderstanding to which they were not parties, and about a Reserve on which they positively
declare they will never reside.
.
. The locality where they wish to remain, and where they have settled, and on·
which they have already built about twelve houses, is situate to the south-west OI
Lake Manitoba. The locality suits them, because it gives them the arable ground
they need and a good hunting and fishing country.
The conduct of the Chief in ref-qRing to accept the increase of the annuity on.
the conditions offered, has given rise to other dil:lsensions, and brought to light other
motives of division for a long time already pointed out.
Some few other families already own eight houses to the south-east of thePortage, and bid fair to give themsC;llves entirely up to agricultural pursuits. They
also ask to be separated from the party having Ozooquan the present Chief.
Thpugh their reasons are not so disinterested as those of the White Mud River
party, and that there is a slight show of personal ambition on the part of those wh9would like to become the Chiefs- of the new Band, their demands claim some attention since the Chiefhas shown himself so averse to accept for his Tribe the advantages
offered by the Government.
TREATY No.2.
From the changes which have taken place among the Bands of Lake Manitoba.>
the discussions whieh have taken place in reference to the Reserves have delayed th.esurveys, and as a consequen-ce deferred the settlement of the Indians.
At Fairford two parties are in contention as to the localization of the Reserve.
The Band, recognizing Woodhouse as their Chief, wish to have both sides of the Fairford River, from Lake Manitoba to Lake St. Martin, so including in that Reserve all
the settlements in that locality, the Hudson Bay Company's Post and the MissioD.
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The other Band, on the other hand, want their Reserve to be located on the shores
,of Lake St. Martin, where they are actually settled.
,
Those two Bands are not large, numbering respectively 240 and 146 souls,
and, it, is not to be expected that large settlements will ever spring up in their midst.
'There are, however, 'leveral houses, gardens, &c., along the banks of the Fairford
River.
'Abollt fifteen families from Fairford have been settled for the last two years at
the meuth of the Little Saskatchewan River, on the west shore of Lake Winnipeg.
In the spring they had erected ten houses, and were sanguine of the progress of
their establishment.
The other Bands are not numerous and their success in agricultural pursuits is
merely nominal.
Their population is as follows:-Lake Manitoba, 213; Crane River, 86; Water
Hen River, 145; Riding Mountain, 194. The Crane River Reserve has been
surveyed and contains 10,865 acres. The question of Reserves has been finally
settled to the entire satisfaction of all concerned.
The Riding Mountain Indians having, last summer, expressed the desire to locate
on the shores of Little Saskatchewan River, in the vicinity of the Hudson Bay
'Company's Post at that place, a Reserve has been surveyed there, having a
superficiesflof 5,600 acres; but as their is some doubts as to the real opinion of the,
majority of the Band, the questions remains open until further enquiries have been
?Dade into 'the matter.
SIOUX.

During the year important measures have been adopted in reference to the
,Sioux.
, It had been at first determined to grant them a Reserve at the mouth of the
LittlE:! Saskatchewan River, near the Assiniboine.
,
A closer survey of the locality having disclosed the fact that timber was not
plentiful enough for the prop.:>sed settlement, a new Reserve was surveyed, further
to the west, at the mouth of Oak Rivet', which Reserve, comprising 7,936 acres, is
sufficient for 100 families, with a grant of 80 acres to each family.
Since that date the Sioux have less visited the settlements of the western part of
this Pro,vince, where their presence was always the subject of numerous complaints.
'Their improvements are but few, but several among the heads of families seem to
have determined to settle permanently on the Reserve. Five or six houses have
;already been erected. This result should not be unappreciated, if it is considered
that the settlement was started only a year ago, and that this Tribe seems to have,
more than any other, led an altogether nomadic life.
,
At their request another Reserve of 6,885 acres has also been surveyed at Bird
Tail River, near Fort Ellice. Those interested seem to be ,well pleased with the
locality selecled for them, and at once, last spring, started }heir gardens, and
, -commenced the construction of their dwellings.
And, finally, everything seems to warrant the belief that no more grounds of
<complaints, arising from the constant visits of parties of Indians (chiefly Sioux)
without any known means of livelihood except begging and, may be, thieving, will
be left to the inhabitants of the settlements.
I have good grounds of belief that, in a year or two, all these complaints
which have been constantly and for a long time made, will have entirely
.disappeared.
.
These habits of the Indians were so deeply rooted in them, that it has been, up
io tliis date, aJ together impossible to protect the settlers who were constantly com;plaining of the 'depredations committed by those Indians whom it was impossible to
keep within the boundaries of their Reserves.
But as the authorities had no means at their disposal to prevent these outrages,
no coercion was possible. The Indians, in the eye of the law, being in the same
category as other citizens are to be treated as such.
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This is the only possible information we can give in answer to those who prefer
grievances of this nature.
Some of the parties have in consequence been brought before the courts, sentences
were pronounced against them with the good effect of rendering the Indians more
{lareful in following the good advice .given them and more wary of the threats made
to them.
TREATY No.3.
The Indians included in Treaty No.3, to the number of about 2,700, cannot be
said to have made great progress in their settlement. They have, however, given
sufficient evidence of the sincerity of their intention to devote themselves to agriculture to warrant the Government to deliver into their hands a large proportion of the
agricultural implements and cattle which are promised them by the Treaty, and next
spring no less than twenty-five Reserves, out of thirty, will have been put in a position
to show whether or not their plans of settlement were permanent.
Thes? Indians have, up to the present time, obtained a livelihood from hunting
and fishing. This produce represents to their country an annual revenne of more
than $25,000.
. '
The main settlements are established on Rainy River, at White Fish Bay (north
from the Lake of the Woods), and at Lone Lake.
Up to this date their agricultural productions have consisted in corn, potatoes,
and garden vegetables. Theirfirst attempts to farming will be considerably increased
as soon as the Reserves are surveyed, and the land distributed to the several families
of each Band.
No sehool has yet been established by the Government in the part of the country
.they live in, but some requests have alr{)ady been made, and three or four teachers will
have to be appointed in the course of the coming year.
The Agent specially appointed for the Indians of Treaty No.3, Mr. R. Pither,
has at different tImes expressed his satisfaction with regard to the good behaviour of
the Indians under his care.
It is a known fact that in their intercourse with the Whites who visit their
Reserves on Governme:rit serVice, or in any other capacity, they have always tendered
them all the help and assistance whlCh it was in their power to bestow.
The staff of this office has not allowed of the taking of a complete census
of the Indians who are the subject of this report, but if the figures above
written do nqt always prove strictly correct, they have only been arrived at after
using all the means and best sources of information at my disposal.
One assistant only is given me at Winnipeg, Mr. J. F. Graham, and notwithstanding the zeal and in.telligence he exercises in the fulfilment of the duties assigned to
him, we canIlot bestow all the care and give all particulars which might be given by
aLocal Agent touching the details of each Reserve.
Mr. Pither has continned to fulfil his duties at Fort Francis with an exporience
and willingness deserving of the highest praise.
r have the honor to be, Sil't
Your most obedient servant,
J. A. N. PROVENCHER,
Indian Commissioner.
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ICE,

The Honorable
VICT lA, Oct. 1, 1875;The Superintendent General. of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
SIR,-I have the honor to submit the following Report on In ian Affairs in the,
Province of B1'itish Columbia for the year ended 30th June 1875.
The nnfortunate condition and non settlement of the Indian I nd question, ha&
rendered it undesira'ble to make official visitations this year, and hence I am
precluded from the possibility offul'ni8hing you with ample and i teresting matterin regard to the various nationalities of Indians inhabiting the rovince, which I
have no doubt would have ibeen both acceptable and exceedin ly uoerul to the-Department.
'
Indians however expect at a visitation, that the policy 0 the Government
respectmg their affairs will be then made known, and therefore w en a question of'
such vital import to a large proportion of them, as that concernin the quantity of'
land to be reserved for their benefit and support remains in doubt, an official visit is
much more deti>imental than useful in cnrrying out the o~ject in iew, of promoting
<.,'onfidence 'and amicable relations between them a,ld the Whites.
•
This statement is no doubt morc applicable to the Indi~ns of the Interior, whoare extensive owners of stock, and possess considerable knowle ge of, and much
appreciation for, agricultural POUl'suits, than to those of the Coast -ho depend almost
exclusively upon the products of the sea for their existence. Still't is of importanceand interest to all, and without some definite settlement it would eem a matter of',
great difficulty, if not impossibility, to cstablish that confidence am ng them of justice
and fair dealing so necestlary to the future peace and welfare of tb Coun try.
O:-ving to the savagtl character of the natives inhabiting t
West Coast of'
Vancouver Island, and the frequency of ~hipwrecks the1'e, it w s veJ'y desirable- '
that an exception should be made in regard to them; and in acco ance with your
instructiQns, the only official visit during the year, was made to t e various Tribes
of this portion of the Province last autumn, in Her Majesty's gun essel," Boxer."
The Indians ofthe West Coast comprise some twenty Tribe8 and though n()
Accurate een::.us of those above Barclay Sound hat; been taken, thei1 number I think
:is pretty correctly estimated at some three thou"and souls. Thoug heretofore noted
for thc:>ir treacherous and warlike character, I found them tractab! and remarkably
well disposed. Somewhat shorter in stature than the Indians of th East side, they
are darker in complexion and more robutlt nnd strong in appearan e.
The language of these Indians is spoken by twenty differeD tribes, and th&
l'osemblance of many of their words to the Quackewlth tongue on he North, would / '
convey the idea that at one period they were all united under on head, and must /
have been a powerful nation.
; . /
They are a hardy and industrious race, and so far as I could perceive, the richest'
or any Indians I have met in the Province. Were a proper disposl\l made of their
immense gains they could, without a doubt. live independently, and furnish th€mselves with every comfort, and even luxury to be wished for. There seems to be
scaJ'cely a limit to their productive resources, and I am told that it is not at all uncommon for any Indian to realize from $500.00 to $1000.00 per annum, from their sealing,
&ronnds and fisheries alone.
"
Notwithstanding the above statement, it would seem almost paradoxical to add~
that as a general thing they appear to be poor, if not in many cases absolutely in
want. There are however two serious obstacles to be overcome ere a change can be
looked for in this latter respect, or before their present condition can be much
ameliorated by the blessings of' civilization.
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Firstly. They are inveterate gamblers, and this vice has taken such a firm hold
-of them, that ft'om childhood to old age thero is no attendant sacrifice they are noi
ready to make to g!'atify and encourage it.
Secondly, The frequent assemblages of the different tribes for the purpose :>i
holding donation feasts C" potlatches "). On such occasions a large amount of
property is given away or destroyed, and the continual round offel1sting at a peripd
·ofthe year ml)~t important to the development of perhaps the most valuable source
ofwe:dth, is quite destructive to any settled habit oflabor and industry.
They care "el'y Itttle for, and their knowledge of agriculture, is exceedingly
'limite,i. Indeed their facilities fo!' obtaining support, and even plenty, from other
.and more profitable.means are so great, and the extcnt of cultivable land is so limited,
that Nature liaS furnished these rude savages with every requisite to make them
what they really are, " Toilers of the Sea," and happily so-for placed where they
are, they can never become tillers of the soil.
From the dangerous nature of the West Coast they have become splendid seamen
and expert canoe men.
The timber which often attains magnificent proportions in this region, afford!!
them excellent material for the manufacture of canoes, fl'om the tiny toy of the
young papoose, to that which gives safety and defense to one hundred warriors. .A
canoe was formerly dug out from a single tree, generally by means of a chisel and
stone mallet, a gimlet from bird's bone, a muscle shell or stone adzo, and perhaps
the addition of a little fire as atI assistant, these primitive tools have however long
given place to the axe and chisel of the white's. The exterior is fashioned with the
same implement8, and the canoe is then thoroughly steamed, and light cross pieces
are inserted from side to side which improve the form and render it symetrica1.
Both ends are raised by means of separate pieces highly ornamented, the bow being
long and pointed, the stern square or slightly rounded. TheBe canoes whether for
whale catching or war purpose~, are not only most useful but splendid mo<iels of
marine architectUre, and certainly merit special mention in respect to the manufactures and genius of the Aht Indians.
With the exception of potatoes raised by the women in limited patches, the food
()f the Ahts ill wholly derived from the sea Salmon is their great staple, and their
winter stores al'e taken in Augu~t and September from the extensive inlets and
dvers with which the whole coast is intersected. Many other varieties of fish, suchas halibut, cod, helTing &c., are obtained in any quantity, and with the greatest
facility.
In )\fay and June whales appear, but an attack is only made on one by a care~
fully selected crew, and after the most artistic preparation.
\
A set of whaling gear presented me by a Clayoquaht Chief consists of two
barbed bones JJeet"s horn) pointed with a sharp and polished piece of steel used as a
harpoon; and fastened to a few feet of whale sinew line, and this to a long bark rope,
\ ~~ one end of which are seal skin air bags and bladders to make it float. The
arpoon is also fastened to a staff or shaft fi'om 15 to 30 feet in length, fl'Om which
i· is easily detached. This rude and simple arrangement itl very effective in the
ha'llds of a dauntless and dexterous crew, and if a sufficient number of floattl or air
ba~s can be attached to a whale, the largest of these" monsters of the deep" soon
fall an easy prey.
. Blubber aJ?d oil have always been esteemed delicacies by the Aht.s, being much
preferi'ed when rancid or nearly putrid. Clams, shell fish, all kinds ,of fish spawn,
wild fowl, deer, bear, and the llleat of other land animals, afford them variety in
food; while seaweed, lichens, "Camass," and other roots are regularly coHected and
preserved by the women for their winter supply of vegetabl<ls. Seals and Sea Otters
are killed in large numbers by them, and the profits realized fl'om the sale of their
furs are comparatively great.
The sealing grounds of the Ahts are from 25 to 40 miles distant from the coast
and extend from East to Wcst (with a width offou!' or five miles) a great distance.
IIi July the Seals leave for the Northern I Seas, and are said to retlll'll in Decembe!',

46

[PART

I.]

when they are frequently killed on rocks bordering the sea coast or in the different
sounds or inlets.
Another source of wealth these Indians have is in their oil fisheries. The
ordinary dogfish, from their great number, furnish them with an almost inexhaustiblesupply, and they seli large quantities of oil every year to traders at the rate of
twenty or twenty-five cents per gallon. ,The dog fish are found in all seasons, but
most abundant in March. August, and December. I am informed a canoe will
average during these months about 200 fish per diem, and as the livers are said, often
to produce a quart of Oil, each Indian whilst so employed would earn from four to
six <.lollars.
The Ahts have strict customs in regards to their exclusive right to every thing
their country produces. The limits of tribal properties, or tribal claims to land areclearly defined. Anything for instanc;e cast up by the Sea being considered at once
the property of the tribe claiming the locality. Frequent and bloody disputes in
times gone by have occurred between different Tribes from this reason, and have led
to the establishment of distinct boundary posts by which the lines of each little
locality are distinctly defined and respected by neighbouring Tribes. A knowledge of this fact led me in addressing them at each point -along the Coast,
to impress upon them the importance of living on friendly terms with theWhites, and particularly to afford shelter and hospitality to those who - wereunfortunate enough to be shipwrecked on the Coast. In every instance I was
listened to with profound attention, and in their replies, the different Chiefs assured
me of their intention to follow my advice. A gratifying proof of their sincerity was
. soon after exemplified in the great bravery of a party of Hes-qui-aht Indians who at
imminent peril to themselves, rescued from certain death the Captain and crew of an
American barque, which foundered during a gale off Hes-qui-aht Cove-great kindness of heart and humanity which would have distinguished any of our own racer
were afterwards evir.ced in relieving the urgent wants of these distressed mariners,
and in conveying them from one tribe to another until they reached Victoria in
safety. I had much pleasure with your subsequent approval in promptly rewarding
these Indians, and a further recognition of their services came in due course through
the United States Consul from the Government, at Washington, an act of ju~tice
and appreciation which cannot fail to be followed by a most beneficial effect upon all
these sea-faring tribes. Observation and personal inspection have convinced me,
that the Ahts are a race of people confiding and easily controlled. Their prolific
resources will render them independent of any material 8,.id or assistance for years tocome, and even their latent wealth may also be made subservient to general proKperity by simply treating these simple but fearless people WIth firm and judicious
management.
No doubt the different tribes of this nationality have been decimated by bloody
and ruthless internecine wars, but with scarcely any effort on our part, they evince
a great desire "Qy the sincerity of their acts, for a permanent change, and there- ~eelns to be no reason to anticillate a repetition of past troubles with any of thejr
natives on the West Coast so long as we ourselves, are not the aggressors.
i
, In addition to the implements named above, these Indians manufacture witl(t
neatness and facility chests, boxes, buckets, cups, eating ladles, baskets, mats, arid
ornaments painted or carved and adorned with shell work &c.
i
Their intercourse with the whites and the adoption of many of their customs
have lessened their necessities for native manufactures and no doubt checked their
inherent ingenuity.
An American Commissioner-Mr_ 1. G. Swan, a gentleman of long experience
among Coast Aborigines is now engfl~ed at the request of the Unit~d States Government in making a collection of their handiwork which cannot fail to be of interer:;t at
the approaching Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia, in showing the character
and ethnOlogical history of all our Coast Indians.
Many rare and clU'ious relics exhibiting the ancient manners, customs. and
habits of distant Northern tribes elf the Province have already been added to the

I
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repertoire of Mr. Swan, and the specimens of native genius as exemplified in th6'
present manufacture of various useful implements, gold and silver jewelry, ornamental
carvings in slate, stone, &c., will not be ame>ng the least of the attractions furnished.
from this Coast.
PRESENTS.

Agricultural implements, and seed grain to the value of $5198.13 have been
distributed to the Indians of the Interior, the lower Fraser River, and other places,
and much improvement is already noticeable in both the quantity and quality of the'
crops grown on many of the Reserves. In makin'g these presents in tbe name of the
Government, I have endeavoured to avoid giving the impression that they were
indiscriminate gifts, but rather as aid and encouragement to those only, who gave me
evidence that they were able and desired to utilize them. Learning from personal
inspection those articles Which would really be appreciated, I placed them in the
hando, of the Chief. wbom I authorized to act as Custodian and who became responsible to me for their care and preservation; in this way any Indian could obtain the
use of any article in the possession of the Chief, but as it was intended for the benefit
oftbe Tribe, he was obliged to return it safely to the Chief for the further use of
others. The Indians thus do not experience that feeling of dependence which they
otherwise would, and whilst acquiring the confidence of all Chiefs by investing them
with a certain amount of authority, I have not been harrassed as I should have been
hy individual appeals for gifts and assistance which anything like the present appro·
priation for this Province would not by any means justify.
For the articles presented in the manner described, I have had the honor of
forwarding receipts of the various Chiefs duly attested, along with the ordinary
vouchers for payment.
'
SURVEYS.

No surveys have been undertaken during the past year owing to the unsettled
condition of the land question. The correspondence which has already taken place'
in regard to this vexed subject is so voluminous, that I do not feel it necessary to add
more to the present report concerning it, tban to express my great regret that the
usefulness of the Department to the peace and prosperity of the Province, continues
to be so retarded, if not indeed destroyed by it~ non settlement.
FISH AND FURS.

Until sub-agents are appointed to re~ide among the various Indian nationalities,
no concise estimate can be formed of the quantity offish, fish oil, and furs, taken by
the various tribes of the Province.
Th'e Exports for tbe year ended June 30, 1875, are as follow:
Fish ......................................... : ..... $114,170 00
OiL... .......... .......... ...... ..................
19,8116 00
Furs..... ........ ................................ 411,810 00
Cranberries...... . ....... ....... ...............
3,568 00
TotaL.................. $549,364 00
I

Nearly the whole of the above exports are contributed by Indians.
to submit a comparative statement for similar exports last year, shewing
in favor of the present.
18'74.
Fish ...................... ;... ..
Fish..... ............... .......... $69,665 00
Oil. ............................ .
OiL............... ............... . 44,453 00
Furs ............................. 307,625 00
Furs ........................... .
Cranberries ................. .
Cranberries.... ......... ........
2,011 00
Total. ............. $423,'754 00

I heg also
the increase

18'75.
$114,1'70 00
19,816 00
411,81000
3,568 00

Total.. ............. $549,364 00
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Gold is mined by the Indians-principally the" Shushwaps," who obtain it in
(lonsiderable quantities from the various trIbutaries of the Fraser.
.
SCHOOLS.

With the exception of the Wesleyan School at Fort Simpsom, no additional
IIchools have boen opened by any of the Christian Missions this year.
The grants inaugur~ed in 1874 have been continued, and the following schools
have received aid subjeGt to the conditions contained in the OI'der in Council of
April 7, 187:4.
-* St. Mary's indust.rial. .................................................... . R. C.
$350 00
* Nanaimo ...................................................................... . W.
250 00
Met.lakatla .................................................................. . A.M.
500 00
D~
(special grant) ................. ~....................... : ...... .
1,000 00
Comox .......................................................................... .. A. M.
250 60
Quamichan ................................................................... .. A.M.
250 00
Kincolith ..................................................................... .. A. M.
250 00
300 00
F?rt ~impson ............................. , ............................ ~ ....... . W.
VIctorIa ......................................................................... . W.
300 00
Lytton (amount to aid) .................................................... . A. ~f.
7'5 00
Quamichan (tools to assist) ............................................. ..
49 4'7

'*

Total. ............................. ..
MEDICINES AND

/

~IEDICAL

$3,574 4'7

ATTENDANCE.

During the past year medicines and attendance have been freely bestowed on
aU suffering Indians and have contributed greatly to relieve the distress heretofore
experienced from the absence of such a boon. Many of the Missionaries resident
among di"tant tribes ha\'e been furnished with medicines and medical comforts, so
that the benefits under this head have been pretty generally dispensed throughout
the Province.
Owing to the small pox having lately appeared among the Natives sojourning in
this city, I established a Pest Hou3e and Quarantine grounds which have been
~reatly instrumental in preventing the spread of the disease not only in this vicinity,
but along the whole coast. The Indians confined in this place have been regularly
attended by a medical man, and supplied with all necessary food and medicine.
The ,.Indian however is not blessed with the vis naturce capable of withstanding
an attack of small pox, and recoveries among them are rare and exceptional. In
previous years whole Tribes have been decimated and swept off by this much dreaded
disease, and a chief object I had in view in establishing quarantine grounds, was to
confine the contagion to this place.
'
~£any of our Northern tribes however visit Puget Sound regularly, and as it
seems to have been brought thence to this Oity, it is not at all improbable that the
disease may yet be carried to distant Camps at present out of reach of protection.
Shortlyaftee accepting the appointment of Superintendent of Indian Affairs, I applied
to the :Thiedical Department of the Privy Council in England for some pure lymph,
and thanks to the kindne::ls and courtesy of the medical gentleman: in charge, I 2I.m
now furnished every six months with an abundant supply of fresh vaccine virus, by
which a large number of Indians have been regularly vaccinated.
LIQUOR TRAFli'IC.

This nefarious trade has considerably declined since the adoption of the new
liquor law, both on Vancouver Island and the mainland; on the American shore
however, the British Columbia Indian can still obtain it in large quantities, no law
.. The grants paid to these thre~ schools do net appear in the acco!mts for the past fiscai year,
baving beE)n paid in May 1874 and July 1875. :Metlakatla grani not yet paid, for year ending June 3Q,
1876.
•

I
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€xistiilg in .the United States against the selling of spirits to other than American
Indians; consequently a considerable quantity is still purchased at the various ports
()n PugetSound by the Stydahs, and other Northern Tribes, and taken by them
direct to their own houses.
.
The knowledge of the distillation of alcohol by the Natives in the Alaska ter.
ritory, as stated in my report of February 3, 1874, does not appear, so far, to hav"
spread beyond the boundaries of that State.
RESERVES.

;
There are many places in the Province where Reserves are urgently peeded as
( anticipating White settlement, and the difficulty of selecting them subsequently.
f
No Reserves have been made north of Burrard Inlet on the Coast of the l\lainj land, nor :Q.orth of the Shuswhap Nationality in the Interior. On the Island no land
\ has been reserved for any of the Tribes north of Comox, nor on the West Coast.
I have, with your concurrence, considered that until all doubt was dissipa'ted as
\ to the ba~is which should determine the acreage of existing Indian lands, any appliI<cation for reserves to meet future requirements, would only complicate the present
\untoward condition of Indian affairs. The schedule of Indian Reserves therefore
remainS the Bame as that furnished the Department last year.

t

SONGHESS RESERVE.

Negotiations have been opened with the Songhees IndIans m regard~o their reto a more -suitable place. The Reserve at present occupied by them being in
'the suburbs of Victoria, and consequently open to the visits of Whiskey sellers, and
-othel~ disreputable characters.
Two tracts of land were selected for this purpose, Sallas Island lying about 20
miles from the City, and a farm at Cadboro Bay about 3 miles distant. Neither of
these places seemed altogether acceptable to them, for variol1s reasons, the former
from its distance and consequent liability to be exposed to raids from marauding
bands of NOl'thern Indians, and the latter, though favored by the young men of the
t.ribe, was considered to contain too limited an extent of arable iand. Much opposition has been given to any intended removal of these Indians by traders and others,
who regard such an intention as most detrimental to their interests. They do not,
~.act as Mentors to the Indians, for their advice is generally neither faithful nor wise, '
I but they instigate obstaclel:l which greatly retard the accomplishment of the object in
view. Added to this, the Illdians cling with great tenacity to their old village sites
and burial grounds, and were no consideration shewn to these valued predilections,
so much confidence in the reasonableness of one's advice would be 101:lt, that its accept!.ance would be much delay~d, if not indeed quite rejected.
(
An appropriate place for these Indians in lieu of their present Re:oerve is exceed\ ingly difficult to be found, owing to the scarcity of suitable locations in this vieinity;
but I trust at no distant day that a favorable 8e1ectio)1 may be made, when I may he
\ able to effect their much required removal, peaceably and without any great dit:fiI culty.
.
,,
It would almost seem superfluous to repeat, or add.to, tile recommendations J have
; in previous years had the honor of submitting for your approval, in order to pel'feet
. and facilitate the management of Indian Affairs in this Province. I am aware tha"\;
pending the settlement to the land question, any policy in the power of the DeI)artment
to pursue, must of necessity be merely a temporizing one. .A. very largf' uumbe!" of
'our Indian population I believe understand this, and it is most creditable to their
intelligence and desire to cultivate friendship and peace with the Whites, that IlO dil:lturbance has taken place in any part of the Province. Fortunat6ly too, for the pa"t
security of the Whites, Indians are divided inj;o small bands under a,.. mnn:v chil'fRo and
I am not Mvare of any instance where the" different tribes oj one nationality 01' t(,nUae,
have been able to combine in any united movement under one Chief, or head, either to net on
. the offensive or defensive. No doubt present complaints among them on a(Oeount of
\,moval
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---c-=======_c===::c-=--:--------- ----- -- ------------ ====:=the deficiency of the Reserves chiefly exist among the Inrlian:; of the Interior, whodepend for support almost solely on pastoral lands and small cultivable cont.iguous
areas. F,l'om these people I have had frequent evidence of the serious diRsatisfaction
which prevails amongst them, and which if not allayed, may possibly culminate in
something more to be dreaded and of greater difficulty to control. The land questicm
excites much less attention and anxiety among the generality of Coast Indian,,, wh\)
obtain all their necessities or desires require, from the sea and its tributaries.
1
Their prolific fishing resorts are as yet unmolested, and the wild and rong~l aspect of their hunting grounds bordering on the Coast, have been t{)O repellent to
foster and encourage the encroachments of White settlers experienced in tlle Interior;.
Should difficulties occur they are at allY season easily reached, either for the purpos~
of satisfying their complaints or punishing their misdeeds, and hence they are not wan1:;ing in respect or admiration' for lIer Majesty's law and power. Notwithstanding
this however, it is important that Reserves which may indude many of their most}
valued fishing stations should be set aside for them without delay, in ordel' to p]'even~
possible intrusion and consequent disturbance.
[
Justice and fair dealing with a due allowance for the perplexity pos"il>le to the~l"
primitive nature in regarding onr different roadways to attaining the sll!)t"}'iodty <j1r
the Christian Race, and civilizing habits, will then render thom contented, I:n-vabiding-in mOf't instance:o; indu~trious and u;;eful citizent:l.
I have the honor to be,
\
Sir"
Your obedient servant,
I. W. POWELL,
t,
Indian Commissioner.
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VICTORIA, October 29, 1874. }
The Honorable
The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
~
SlR,-I have the honor to report my return in n. M, Gun Ve:'!sel "Boxer" feo!}\}
a v~sitation to the Aht Indians inbabiting th. e West Coa"t of Vaneoll vel' Island, UI1~
to enclose, for your information, copies of correspondence between the Senior N av'!'"
Officer and myself relative to having one of Her l\Iajesty'lS ships of waI' placed at m!}"
disposal for the purpo~l.e above referred to.
"
Agreeably to the arrangement made 1 embarked on board H. lV. Gun Ve.:iseJ
"Boxer" on the 3rd ultimo, accompanied by Mr, Blenkinsop who had just returned.
from BarClay Sonnd, and a photographer to take views nf Indian Villagec and in hal
bitants at diiferent points on the vVel:lt Coast.
1
1'he " Boxer" steamed down the straits de :Fuca and a:rrivcd at Neah Bay, \V.T!
at 5 o'eloek p. m., at this point there has long been an Americ:1D Indian Agency;which is now in charge of a Mr. Harlington. Upon invitati'}ll of the Agent we
landed and inspected the Village, and buildings erected by the United States G-ovcrnment for the uses of the Agency. Some 250 Indians called Mak-Kah3, reside here,
and 'though large sums of money have been expended upon them al1JHlally by the
American Government, they are seominglyno bettm' oft' nor fartbeJ' aclYfltlCed in
civilization than the Cowt Tribefl of this Plovincc, "'9-0 have at-ways huon obliged to
provide for themselves.
These Indians still Iivcin their pl'imitive houses (r1mcherias), and In,~el'Ve their
former customs and habits. The fine school house erected here appears decidedly
more ." ornamental than useful." nor could I find that they had made any advanc:e8
n mechanics or agriculture, such as I expected to witness.
.
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Mr. Hurlington informed me that they obtained fhod too easily from the sea to
6xpect that their attention would be directed to any other means of riving, and they
had evinced' no desire to partake of any of the advantages of education, which I ..aw
could be afforded them by the Government.
Besides the Agent, there are other officia1s such as Doctor, Farm Instructor,
School Teacher and Blacksmith, and in additiull to this village, there are some thre<.!
others of 100 inhabitants each under the control of thit! Agency.
4th. Left Neah Bay at 5 a. m. but impeneteaole fog ell'OVP U:-l back, alldwe remained here until evening when we steamed over to Port Sail .Tmnl, where I visited.
the Pach-e-Nahts resident at this place. The Pach-e-Naht camp is pretti~'y situated at
the mouth of.the San Juan River, .decaying fish, (fyum which oil had been prel'sed)
garbage, and the usual surroundings of an Indian camp, made it filthy in tlw
extreme.
Besides, there Wall an entertainment of a neighbouring tl'ibe going on at the tim~ ,
and a plentiful supply of whiskey with consequent dl'lmkenneB"" gave tho village too
worst appearauce of any yet visited.
I informed the Chief in rather severe term" of my sorro"r and annoyance at
finding his Camp in snch a disgraceful iitate, and unle:,;" he cooperatoo with me in
preserving order among his people, and preventing the ahominable whi~key traii~
which seemed to be freely carried on there, !:lome miw would be ,,;eJected of moht
weight and greater influence, to take his place, .xc., &c.
\
The Chiet stated in reply that he was averse to the eontinnanee of the condition
'; in which I had found hit; Village, that his people wCI'e fast dying oty, and he woul(l
, be glad if outsider,; CQuld bo prevented from bringing liq nor to his Camp. 'l'hey could
., proem'e liquor with facility in Victoria, and mentioned to me thb plnce from which
he pre~ent supply had been obtained. lIe wa;; glad to hear that ~teps would be taken
,0 stop it, and would aet stronll:ly in preventing allY more hom being lu.nded there.
A census of the Tribe "howed them to number 74 men, women, and childrell, A
. ictoria fi I'm hnve a /Station here for the purchase of dog- fiAh oil and fut's.
,; 5th. Proceeded to Barclay Sound and anchored oif the Ohe-haht Village whieh
>;tre found de>;el'ted, Steamecl thence to Christie Bay (Noo-moo-kamiH) where t.he "hip
,vaH anchored £01' the night, Some .i:lldian~ coming alongside I t>cnt word to the
~-heh-alts and Ou-chnk-Ib-ahb to meet me herc Oll ",{ondav. 'rho following thl'oo
· d~y8 were Ui:;eJ in Yii'iting all the Tribes living in B:1relay flannd, and I am glad t,t,
n?port that. t.he yisitution made to them last fall, and tilO fulfllment. of my promis., to
. e them a.gai~ at ,this tin?!.), has ha~. an exc~lIent ~ffect in pi'esecving .order among
em and ('ultlvatmg thOll' good WIll and frtendshlp. Speeches were lllterchanged
·ith each Tribe, and I presented ttem with tools to assist them in building their
hQuses and cultivating gardenR. In respect to their general condition, character,wan~
'C" I havo pleasure in referring you to the comprehensive Report ofMr Blenkinsop
ho at my request has resided among these Indians during :ho ia:;t three months, .t<)r
t e purpose of acquiring an intimate knowledge of theil' wish os in regard to lands
· ~ be hereafter reserved for them, and whose long experience in· dealing
~ith Coast Indians renders his statements important and valuable. These Indians
· ~re all well satisfied with their present treatment and should their just expectations
~e realized in setting aside tho lands for fishing stations, and village ~itesj whieh they
greatly desire, I have no doubt of their future friendly disposition to the whites, and
obedience to recognized law.
8th. Left for Kla-oo-qua-aht Sound where 'Ve arrived in the afternoon and were
Boon honored by a visit from the A-hous-aht Chief, Seta-ka-nim Chief of a neighbouring tribe tmel hil:l two sons, with many of their people. These tribes are the mOl!l
powerfnl and warlike of all the Aht lntiians, and have long been a source of terror to
,beir weaker brethren.
In 1864 their villages were shelled anri destroyed by Her Jli3jesty's ships of Win"
nnder Admh'al Denman, in consequence of the murder of the Captain and crew of a.
trading sloop and their refusal to give up the murderers. They suffered a good deal in
thi8 brush and incurred a wholesome dread of our men of war, though really, the
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guilty ones managed to elude arrest. Seta-ka-nim has been a great warrior in his
day and even now is as strong and athletic as in his palmy days. He is, however,
to all appearances frank, open, and generous, and were his energy and ambition
llllder different guidance would no doubt be as powerfnl in peace, as he has been
hloodthirl:lty in war. Our interchallge of salutations was of the most friendly character, and thc greatest satisfaction W8.8 evinced by his people (by whom he is held in
O'reat respect) when I invested him with a military coat and cap, and confided to his
~are a British Ensign as a distinguishing emblem of law, order, and protection.
8eta-ka-nim' has promised to control his people and preserve peace and good goyernment among them, and reciprocal aSlSUl'anCe of assistance, and a repetition of my
visit early next year were given by me in return. Like the Barclay Sound Indians
the Kla-oo-qua-ahts are rich in all the resources the sea can furnish them. They
find no difficulty in procuring all kinds of fish at any time during the proper season,
.&nd their trade in large quantities of dog fish oil, sea otter skins &c., is both constant
.&nd extensive. They subsist principaHy upon the whale, halibut, cod and salmon,
which they take in any quantity with the greatest facility. The implements used
for whaling consist of harpoon, staff, rope, and sealskin buoy. The harpoon head is
a fiat spear-shaped piece of iron or copper, to which a couple of b'arbs made of deer's
horn are secured, and the whole covered with gum.
The 'staff is about eighteen feet in length, thickest in the centre and tapering at
both ends. When the harpoon is drivcn into the whale, the barb and buoy remain
fastened to the fish, but the staff comel; out. The harpoon thrown into the body may f
have mimy of the buoys attached to it, thus preventing the whale from sinking, and /
enabling the Indians soon to dispatch it with spears &c. On the 9th I visited th~
Hish-quay-ahts, and Man-oh-ah-sahts at Refuge Cove, and arrived at friendly Cove
Nootka, the house of the Moo-cha-ahts on the 10th at noon.
This latter point was made a rendezvous by Captain Cook in 1778, and Ia ,1'
became the head quarters of the English and Spanish discoverers, "Vancouver a d
Quadra. Immediately on landing I was greeted wIth the same salutation referred to i by
both Cook and Vancouver,"Wan-kash-wan-kash," a circumstance by which I could(at
once account for the appellation, "Wan-kash " Indians applied by Cook to all inba.
bitants of the West Coast.
I
_
The great Chief alluded to in these early days" Maquinna" has his imccesso:r(of
the Bame name now, though the present representative does not appear to be the
brave stalwart savage extolled by these distinguished voyagers so many years ago~
The camp was anything but clean, though the site is ono of the prettiest ,nd
most picturesque I have seen. The houses are built in the same style as those of he
Northern Indians, and are quite extensive.
After addresses had been made and the usual presents bestowed, the Indim.ns
formed themselves in a circle and honored me by chorus singing, and other frien1ly
demonstrations of kindly feeling.
.t.
The day was spent in visiting and photographing all points ofinterest.aboutljl..Ilis
historic camp, and inquiring into the general character and wants of its inhabitants.
On the 11th taking the inside passage the 'I Boxer" steamed round Nootka Island
to Esperanza Inlet where I visited the N oo-chatl-ahts, and Eh-aht-tis-ahts, proce~
ing thence to Kay-u-kaht Sound the camping place of a large tribe of that nar¢.e.
With the exception of a few old men all the Ky-u-kahts were away procuring their
winter supply of fish, so our call at this point was necessarily a short one. I left a
f~w presents for the Chief and a message th~t his people would be visited next year.
..
On .the 13th I started for Quatsino Sound, but on account of being overtaken by
'11. heavy south-easter, it was not deemed advisable to proceed in, but direct our course
at once to the East Coast.
I visited the Quahkeulth Indian8 on our way down, and reached Victoria on the
17th, thus completing a most successful visitation, though precluded by the lateness of
the season and consequent storms from making it as thorough as I could otherwise
have wished. I have the honor _to enclose photographs of IndianR and camping
. grounds met with on our trip, though the weather wa~ most unpropitious for the
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success I hoped for in obtaining this object. I SllOUld recommend that lands be selected
and set aside for the Tribes in Barclay Sound, a matter not at all difficult now, as you·
will observe by glancing at the plan of that locality which accompanies this report.
Lands may be- selected for tGe other W·est Coast Tribes as circumstances will .,
permit. The occasional visit of a man-of-war is most beneficial, in order to promote
respect for constituted authority, and at the same time encourage friendly relations:
with these Savages.
'
The WeEit Coast of Vancouver is most expof'ed and dangerous to navigation,
shipwrecks are therefore not unfrequent, and it is important for the safety of luckless
mariners, if these savages can be taught the human principles of kindness and hospitality, instead of allowing them to follow the evil promptings of their savage spirit
as they have in times g.one by.
They are mostly strong and hardy, and have sufficient resources for support to
make them independent of the white man's a~sistance, but I believe them generous
and easily controlled; and a policy of kindness, attention, with strict justice, will
'\ make these rude and savage people, who have never been under the civilizing influ}
} ence of any Christian mission, friendly and peaceful citizens.
....."---.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
.,
Your obedt. Servant,
I. W. POWELL,

Indian Commissioner.

No. 29.
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MAINLAND DIVISION,

B. C.

Nov. 7 1875.
.
; The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
( SIR,-I have the honor to submit this my first Annual report on Indian Affairs
iJll this part of the Province for the year ending 30th June J 875.
'I
Circumstances over which I had no control, and with which you are already
apquainted prevented me from making a report for the preceding year.
j
Owing to the unorganized state of the Department here, the unsettled &tate of
the Indian land question, the presence during a portion of the past summer of
t~e small-pox, and having as yet no assistant, thi8 report will not be as complete as
11 would wish.
.
: Immediately upon the opening of the office here the lndians of this. section
Visited me in large numhers to enquire ahout the ;:;ettlement of theil' Reset'ves, to ask
advice ane!. information upon various matters concerning thmYl; fH1d se('l';"~~ ~,~.-1;r~~!
liIid, and other assistance all of which occupied the greater part of my time, and confined me to the office. Consequently my visits were limited to the Indians of the
LoweI' Fraser and of Bunard Iulet. I also availed myself of two opportunities to
meet large gatherings of the Indians of the above section, ltnd of the Coast of the
.<Mainland as far north as Bute Inlet, which 'opportunities occurred at St. Mary's
'Mission, where they assemble at least twice in each year for the purpose of receiving
religious instruction and the performance of their religious duties.
.
The number who visit St. Mary's has been estimated at between 2,000 and
2,500; they include those from Lillooet, a portion of the Thompson, and Hanison
Rivers, and r;peak five different languages.
.
In my various interviews with those Indians I observed that the paramount
question with them was the settlement of their Reserves.
/
Knowing the earnest desire which has been evinced by you to obtain from the
Local Government a satisfactory solution of this question, it is needless to urge the
great importance of it, or the necessity which exists for a final and permanent settleNEW WESTMINTER,
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ment olthe Indian land question in this Province, in OJ"C,' to establish confidence
among the Indian~. They are patient and reasonable, at the' ,',me time they are quite
sensitive upon thi" question, and view with suspicion and alarm, the encroachment
of the settler, Lhe land f:peculator or the sllrveyol's, They know that they arc being
rapidly hemmed in upou theil' limited l'e3erves, and that their domain is fast dimilliBhingj undel' such circumstances it is not an easy matter to convincothem that full
and .complete ju,:tice will be done them.
In a recent interview which I had with the Indians of the Lower Fraser, their head
Chief addreRSed me in the following language viz: "You told us that our great
Mother the Q,necn wa" good and powerful, and we believed you. We know shc has
only to speak to thi~ Government and our lands must be fixed (defined) ; we wonder
why our great A{ot.her does not speak, we want you to tell Her that we havc said, we
were promised 80 acres of land to each family and now we are treated like children
and are put off with 20 acres, which is not enough, jf we are to do like the whitemen,
shall we be obliged to turn to our old ways?" The Chief spoke in a tone of deep
oorne,3tncss, he is a remarkably intelligent, clever man. The comfortable appearance
of the dwellings of his Tribe, and the neat and substantial church erected and finished
by himself, at his own village (Cheam) speak well for his industry and8kill. _. ' .
In his garden I observed vegetables of various kinds, including tomatoes, alIso some
flowers, and fruit trees. It was after much hesitation that he consented to ~ccept of
a present of apple trees, fearing that by doing so, he would be impairing ~is claim
to an extension of his present limited Reserve.
'
The Indians generally appear to know that they are now under a new form of
Government, and, having heard of the fine tracts of land and the valuable presents
which have been given to thei!' brethren East of the Rocky :'iountains, they very
naturally look for similar treatment,
;
Tl.e rapidity with which the wild lands of the Province are being taken up foit
"ettlement or speculation, rendel's it imperatiYe that the neceSSRl y additions should:
be made to !heir pl'e"ent Reserves with as little delay as possible. I believe that if
the matter was promptly dealt with, a satif'factory compromise could be effected withi
tbe Indian" whieh would be entirely satisfactory to them.
f
Some Tribes have taken upon themselves to llity out their own Resenes. I a~
inform('d that the Chilcetin Imlians have staked out a large tract of land in too
Ohilcotin Valley, and declared that it should not he encroached upon by the whitement~
.
Th,e Itnt~cedents of this Tribe are such, that .great prudence shou~d b~ exercis~l~
1ll deahng WIth them.
The sad fate of the Waddmgton survey party IS stIll fresh nt'
the memory of the people of' this Province. Happily they are now under Missionary
influence, which will do much towards averting any trouble in dealing with them. W~
must not forget, however, the readiness with which the redman becomes himseW
ag:1in nDder a sense of wrong, fear, anger, or other exciting cause.
;
In one or two places in the intel'iol' of the 'Province, the Indians have also taken
upon'themselve:3 to adjust this matter, and' have entered upon the lands of the white
settler', erected houses thel'con, and cultivated as much of it as they pleasod asserting
that until the land question had been finally settled it was their duty to make ample
p~'ovisions tor themselves and their families.
.
This state of things is much to he regretted, rand should be prevented as soon as
posl:'ible, as it cannot but plOduce disorder and disaffection.
.
Many of the Indians have spoken to me in high terms of praise of the manner in
which they were dealt wlth by Sir James Douglas when he was Govel'norof the Provinc('.
.
. The small-pox having bl"oken out amongst the white citizens of Victoria I
deemed it my duty without waiting for instructions :rom the Department to adopt
pl"ompt measures to avert if possible, its spread to the Indians of the Mainland, and
to the precautions then taken, I attribute in no small degree, the fortunate elScape
of the Indians 0 f this section of the Province from that fell disease, only six eases
having occurred, and they were among strange Indians who imported the die~
fi-om Victoria.
./
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I made a personal visit to each Indiandwelling in and near this City, and also to
those of Burrard Inlet, and had lin:e, tloap. and brushes, distributed among trem, at
the same time urging the Indians to make a good use of them, adviee which I was
pleased to find was readily taken as a sanitary measure, as well as because of the
-civilizing influence which it mast exert upon the Indians. I would re:3pectfully recommend thnt the same nOl11'se may be followed every year; more espenially among those
Indians who reside in large centres of population.
N ew ~;Vestminster, and Burrard Inlet, being both Ports of E~try, and liable to
have contagious diseaso;; introduced from other ports, and spread among the Indians,
upon whom the sa\v-mills, and the farmers, and others, are so dependent for their
supply ofIabouring hnnds.
I am told that in 1862, the Olmall-pox visited this section of the Pl'ovince, and
.decimated the Indians in a fearful manner, thousands having then fallen victims to it,
the Indians have a vivid recollection of that terrible calamity and will most readily
.adopt any precautions to escape the disease.
.
I advised them to have themselves and children vaccinated, and believe that
nearly 2,000 of all ages and sexe" mopted that wise precantion.
\•
The alarming-and lamontable prevalance of disea"es of tt serious nature among
' \ the Indians of this section, caused me to rl'com r end the appointment of a salaried
medical officel' at this point, whose duty it should be to attend to all ~ick Indians
visiting thi" place in waut of medical aid.
\
The prevailing disea,;es are, scrofuln:, syphilis, phthi,,;is &c.
I
Unfortunately fOl> the poor Indian, his contact with civilization (?) has in too
J many cases hrought him nothing but misery and the 10we8t depth,,; ofdepl'edation, and
this is constantly going on to a fearful extent. While the self sacri ticing missionaries
'\ .are reclaiming the Indians in large numbel's, the drunkard, and the debauchee, are
.also doing their foul work of destruction to an alarming'extent. .
)
The new Indian liquor law, has done mnch good in suppressing the Indian liquor
Jtraffic, but several amendments are still necessary. The perialty of hHl·d labor should
\be added to that of confinement, for all infr!\.ctions of the law by the sale or distri,~ution of liquors to Indians, and when the vendor may be licensed, he or :-;he, should be
<Ueprived of Huch license for a period of at lea:;t two years, as nnder a former Provincial
ftatute.
j
Another clat'lS of criminals who should be bt'ought under the operation of the law;
*re those white persons who. may furnish writteu ordel's to Indians by means of which
4he natives can obtain all the liquOJ>s which they deBire. I have heard of' children
~aving wri.tten :mch orders, at the ~olicitatio:l of Indians. U nscmpulous dealers knowilpg the advantages. which this :>ystem give, them, will not hesitate to encourage
ithis nefarious practice.
'
j
Half-breeds rlesiding upon, or in the vicinity of Indi:tn Re~erves, should be
:placed upon the same footing as Indians, and held amenable to the Jaw as if they
:were Indians. The f:1cility with which. they can obtain liquor>s and OlcIl or distribute
}he same among Indians is much to be deplored, they do a liu'ge amount of mischief,
4tnd the law 8honld reach them in some manner.
.
If possible some legal provision should be made which would secure the offspring
.of }Vhite1l!en cohabiting with Indian women from being thl'own upon society ~
paupers, in case of the death of such male parents, or in case of the ab:tndonment of
them by such male parents after tt certain lapse of time.
I visited the Indu:stl'ial School at St. M!try's and was much. ple:l>e t with the progress which the childr.3n hal m',de in the val'iou~ b"anchel of an [~'lg!ish educ:ttion.
At the time of my visit thera wel'e 32 girls atten1ing school and 2J b))"", all of whom
passed a very creditable examination in reading, writing, gt>ummal', geography,
arithmetic, &c., &c.
The girls exhibited !'lome very fine specimcn~ of their needle and knitted WOt'k,
and concluded their examination by singing, in good style, some vel'Y beautiful pieces.
The order and neatness whic.h charactel'ize this establishment throughout, reflects
the highest credit upon the good sisters of' St. Ann; who cheel'fully devote their
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lives to the education and training of the poor childt'en of the forest. The boys
have a brass-band of their own, numbering Hixteen instruments, and perform a number
of pieces of music with ability.
.
Attached to the MiRsion are a flour-mill, saw-mill, carding-mill, blacksmith shop,
&c., &c., also a farm. There are also extensive and beautiful vegetable and fruit gar:"
dens, play grounds, everything to make the place an attractive resort for ~both young
and old. One or two more such institutions in British Columbia would do an incalculable amount of good among the natives.
I have heard much of the Industrial School at Metlakatla, and regret that I had
not an opportunity of visiting it. The Indians do not appear to appreciate day
schools, boarding schools are most popu,lar with them when the children are boarded,
clothed, taught fl'ce.
For the.reason hlready given, I am unable to furnish statistics and census required by departmental circularf
Upon the land question being arranged, the Indians wm require assistance to·
irrigate the lands in the interior, and to clear the lands along the rivers.
I would re;:;pectfully recommend the annual distribution among the various.
Missionaries, of some boxes of assorted medicines for the use of the Indians.
)
There are many aged and infirm Indians who require some assistance in food
and clothing, also a number of orphans in destitute circumstances..
}
The Indians of British Columbia as a rule, are sober, industrious, self-reliant, aml r
law-abiding. They labour in the saw-mills, the logging camp, the field, the store, (
in fact in every department where labour is required, and are fairly remunerated.
~
A majority of the Indians of this section have adopted the dress and habits of
the white people, in the construction of their dwellings, they imitate the white man to ('.
a considerable extent.
Their food conlSists chiefly of salmon, which is here very abundant and of fine
qual;ty, they smoke and dry it for winter use. Other kinds of fish snch halibnt, cod,
and herring, are abundant in the waters.
Fish, game, and wild berries are the great staple food of the natives of this
Province. . The Indians use considerable flour, meat, groceries, &c., for which they)
pay in cash.
.
(
Could the Indians only be kept from the use of strong liquors, and away from the)
haunts of vice, it would add much to their health, and happinef\s.
'.
Some Tribes are rapidly decreasing in number;;, one was pointed out to mel
which ten years ago numbered not less than 800, and now it is believed they will not{
number more than 500.
{
Among th08e who are Christian there is a perceptible increase, while amongstl
those who still remain pagan there is a marked decrease.
\'
A suggestion has been made in some quarilers, that our Indians should be gathered I
together upon large reservations. I believe this would not be fouud practicable in
this Province; the Indians are so much attached to their native villages and to their
favorite fishing and hunting grounds.
The fand question being once settled to their sati"faction, a policy of uniform
kindness being p·ursued towards them, they will readily submit to be firmly governed,
such at leadt is my opinion.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient serva:qt,

I
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JAMES LENIHAN,
Indian Oommissioner•
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Of Officers and Employes of the Indian Branch, Department of the Interior, for the Year ended 30th June,

~875.

HEAD QUARTERS.

Designation.

•

Annual
Salary.

Name.

"Date of'
By whom appointed.

When appointed

first

Remarks.

~ppojntment.

--------I---.------ --------------1--------~
$

ets.
Superintendent General................. Hon. David Laird.... I ............... JNovember 1873..... ' ...................................................... IHOldS this office, combined with

~~~~~~~

I

~~

I

Deputy Superintendent General... .. L. Vankoughnet...... 2,000 00 1st July, 1874........ Governor in' Oouncil. .. Feb., 1861 ...... Succeeded to this office on the
I
death of the late Superintendent General, Wm. Spragge,
i
Esq.
Accountant .................................. Robert Sinclair........ 1,400 00 1st June, 1873.......
do
"'jAnril, 1859...... To Post Office Department.
Clerk in charge of Land Sales ........ J. V. de Boucherville. 1,150 00 1st April, 1874 ...... Sir E. Tache .............. May ,1864........ ITO Department of State for
Oanada.
.
Corresponding Olerk ...................... A. N. McNeil!... ........ 1,10000 ,1st July, 1874........ \ Governor in OounciL.llst July, 1874..
Assistant Corresponding Clerk ...... J. B. Butler..............
850 00 1st :::lept., 1873....... Hon. Joseph Howe ...... l2th June, 1869 To Post Office Department,
Halifll.x, N. S.
.
Assistant Accountant.................... ,F. Smith ................ , 800 00 1st Sept., 1873 ......
do
...... 113th Oct., 18701
CC' lerk in charge of'Registers........... T. F. S. KirkPatriCk., 900 09 6th August, 1873 .... Governor in OounciL. 6th Aug., 1873.
lerk and Assistant Yrench Trans. latar ...................................... John penner............
800 00 \21st Oct., 1873 ... ;..
do
... \21st Oct., 1873'1
Assistant Land Sales Clerk............ J. A. Fraser ............
400 00 221ld Oct., 1873 ..... \
do
... 22nd Oct., 1873

I
I

I'

.

&

,

"I

\

1

ROBERT SINCLA.IR,
Accountant, Indian A(fairs.
DEPARTMENT OF TIlE INTERIOR,

INDIAN BRANCIl,

.

30th June, 1875

'

I

Of Officers and Employees of thfl Indian Branch, Department of the Interior, Outside Service, for the yoar
• ended 30th June, 1875.

Names.

I

I

~i~~;.l

Office.

!I

Where Stationed.

Remarks.

----1---------\-----1------------$ cts.

J. W. Powell, M.D ........ Visiting Super' dent and commiSSioner...

,1

James Lenihan ..............
do
do
......
J. A. W. Provencher......
do
do
......
M. St. J ohn .................... A8si~tant Superintendent ........ '" .........
Robert Pither.................
do
..................... 1
N. Ohastellaine .............. Interpreter. ......... .............. ......... .........
Wm. Fisher .................. Agent............... .................. ..............
C. Sargeant. ......... ......... do ......... ......... ...... ......... ......... ......

J. Harlow...... ......... ......

do ...............................................

.

100 00 Bear River, N.S .............

I

do ................................................ ,

Rev. P. Danahar............

do ......................................).........

I

Rev. R. McDonald .......... 1 do
do .............................................. ..

Rev. J. McDougall ........ .

do ........................................ .....

~ I

I

,"

!Victorilt, B.O· ......... ·...... IWith travelling expenses.
New Westminster, B.O....
do
Fort Garry, Man............
do
I
do .
·········· .. 1Re.signed 15t~ May, 1875.
Fort FrancIs, Man .......... Witli travelllllg expenses.
Fort Garry, Man ........... .
IFredericton, N.B ......... j·In charge of Indians in the south and west parts of N.B.
Ohatham, N.B...... .........
do
north and t'ast
do

!

Rev. P. M. Holtlen .........

Rev. Wm. Chisholm .......

2,60000
2,000 00
2,000 00
1,000 00
1,000 00
250 00
400 00
400 00

\

.Jos. B. McDonald ........... 1 do ............................................... j

I

do

in District No. ]1· Counties Annapolis, Digoy, Yarmouth,
and Shelburne.

100 00 KentviIle, N.S...... ..........

do

in District No.2, Connties Kings,
Queens, Lunenburg.

10000 Bedford, N.S ................. 1

do

in District No.3, Counties Halifax, Hants, Oolchester, and
Cumberland.

100 00 Pictou, N .S.................... '

do

in District No.4, County Pictou.

100 00 Antigonish, .N.S ........... ..

dQ

do No.5, Counties Antigonish and Guysboro'.

100 00 jRed Island, NoS ............ ..

do

in District No.6, County Richmond, C.ll.

do

in District No.7, Oounty Inverness, Viotoria, O.S.

.

1

I

l~ ~

Port Hood,
..........

,.-.-

N.s.............. 1

"',

'-,-

-

.................

... ..
~

...,
~

./

novo D.

MoI.~ o............

do. ...............................

..

,~r~~~:~r:.1
'r;··

l

T. Stewart..................... Visiting superintendent .......................
Wm. Plummer ............... Visiting Superintendent and CommieBiQner ........................ .....................

I

R. G. Dalton ................. \Qlerk .................................................. 1

J. T. GilkisQn ................ Visiting Superintendent and CQmmissiQner.................................. ...... ......

I
Henry Andrews ............. Clerk .................. •.. ···•··• ........ ··~· .. · ...... I
J. O. Phipps ................... Visiting Superintendent.. :....................

I
I

RQbt. McKenzie .............. 1
Ohas. Skene............ .....

do
do.

.......................
.......................

..

"..f:

I

I

I

1: 00 !Oape Breton, N.S...........

I·

do.

in.

:bi~·ct

No.. 8, donnty Cape·
Breton, C.B.

200 00 . CharlQttetQwn, P.E.I...... jWith $100 a year for travelling expenses.

I

I

1,400 00 ITQro.nto., Ont ................ With 3 per cent. eo.mmissiQn on timber dues co.llected
by him and transmitted to. the Department. .
800 00
do.
................ .
1,610 00 Brantfo.rd, Ont .............. With $200 It year additiunal for. hQuse and Qffice rent,
I
and $140 a year fur travelling expenses.
900 00
do.
............. ..
1,200 00 Manito.ulin Island .......... With 3 per cent. CQmmissiDn Dn timber and land sale
cDllectiDns transmitted by him to. the Department,
and $100 a year fur travelling expenses.
1,000 00 SarnialOnt.............. ..
.
900 00 Parry Island .................. With 5 per cent. oDmmissiun Dn amDunts cDllected
yearly, up to. $2,000, and :l~ per cent. on any
yearly oollectiDns in excess Df that Bum; $60 for
Qffice rent, and travelling expenses paid.

I
I

I

Wm. Van AbbQtt ............ Agent ........................ ::. ...... ......... ......
1

500 00 Sault Ste. Marie............. With 3 per cent. commissiQn on timber and land sale
cQllectiQns transmitted by him to. the Department.

F. McAnnany................. 1 do. .................................................................. Belleville, Ont ........ ;...... Receives in lieu of salary IS per cent. CQmmission Qn

1

1

i

all moneys cDllected by him from land sales, and
transmitted to the Department.

G. Deschenes.................

do. ................................................................. ~Ste. Epiphanie, Que ........ laeceives in lieu of salary 5 per cent. on land sales up
.
to. $2,000, and 27 per cent. Qn amDunts exceeding
$2,000.

Wm. Livingston............

do. ................................................ \

H. Vassal.......................

do. ............................................................. " ... Pierreville, Que .............. Receives in lieu of salary the fDllDwing cC1llmissiQns;
-2l per cent. Dn mQneys paid by the Department,
.
I
thrDugh him, to Indians, and 10 per cent. Qn ren.ts
I
,collected by him and transmitted to. the Department,

I

I

Walter CDlquQhoun..... ..
L. E. Otis ..................... .
JDhn White· ................ · .. i
succeeded by
C. Baudin, 8th July,1874,
succeeded by
Pk. Moore, 10th June, '75.

400 00 Delaware, ont ............... IWith 3 per cent. Qn timb:r dues cDllected and transmitted to the Department.
.

do .............................................. :.. 1.................. ODrn.wall, Ont ............... Receives in lieu uf salary, cDmmissiQns as abuve.
do. ...... ......... ........................ .........
300 00 IRQberval, Que ............... In charge of the AfQntagnais Indians at Lake St. JQhn.
do. ............ :...............................~ ... \.................. River Desert, Que........ {( In charge Qftha AlgDnquin Indians at River Desert.
Receives in lieu of salary 10 per cent. cDmmissiDn on
do. .................................................................. 1
do
........
mQneys paid by the Department, thro.ugh him,
I
to Indians.

I·

I

I

I

.

,

',- ." ,,"- ."
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i

\
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RETURN A 2
r

Of Officers and Employes of the Indian Branch, Department Of the Interior, Outside Service, for the year ended
30th June, 1875.-Concluded.
'

I

,
I

I

Names.

Annual
Salary.

Office.

. Where Stationed.

I

- - - - - ,---------1----1Amos' Wright ................ /Agent ................................................
Mathew Hill...... ............

' I

d9 ............. , .............. " ......... .........

A. B. cowan .... , ............. 1 do ................................................

i

Remarks.

--------!.--

:00 :='1 Fort William, L. superior/IApp.intOO 101 May, 18"
' the Mohawks.

350 00 IShannonville, Ont.......... For collection of rents of leased lands belonging to
500

co

1Gananoque, ont ...... ·..... IHas charge of the

,

ISlan~s in the River St. Lawrence.

ROBERT SINOLAIR,
Accountant, Indian Affairs.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
INDIAN BRANCH.
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RErURN n (1.)
DR.

CR.

INDIANS OF NOVA SCOTIA.

To the following payments during the year ended
the 30th June, 1875;-

I

1,616 4'1
4,500 00

By Balance a.t their credit on 30th June, 1874 .......................... ..
Legisla.ti'V'e appropriation for 1874-71> ................ , ................. .

I

I

I

Salaries.

$ cts.

$ cts.

$ eta.

$ ets.'

To John Harlow, Agent, District No.1, for year
ended 30th .Tune, 1875.......... ............ ............
100 00 1
Rev. P. M. Holden, District No.2, for year
ended 30th JunC 1875 ...... ;.... ...... ........ .........
100 00
Rev. P. Danahar, bistrict No.3, for year ended
30th June, 18'75..... ...... ............... ......... .........
100 00
Rev. R. McDonald, District No.4, for year ended'
30th June, 1875.. .................. ...... ..................
100 00
J. J. lIIcKinnon, jun. District No.5, from 1st
July, 1874, to 28th 'February, 1875....... .........
66 66
Succeeded by
Rev. Wm. Chisholm, District No.5, from 1st
March to 30th June, 1875......... ......... ...........
33 34 ,
Rev. J. McDougall, District No.6, for year
\
100 00
ended 30th June, 18'75.. ......... .................. .•..•.
Joseph B. McDonald, District No, '7, for year,
ended 30th Jnne,_1875.................... ..•............
100 00
Rev. A. ]1'. McGillivray, District No.8, for yearl
ended 30th June, 1875................... " .............. _~

II

I

I'

I
I

I

I

I

1\

II

I
!

,

I
'183 93

Distributionfor Relief of Distress andfor the Purchase
of Seed Grain in the foilOlvin{j proportions:Relief.
In District No. 1. ........ $10129
do
150 00
do
3 ......... 100 00
do
4 ......... 150 00
do
5 ......... 200 23
do
250 00
do
7......... 150 00
do
8 ......... 100 00

2.........

6.........

:fi;:~;j~i;:,7·"':};~~".~
;.",1~·.:-· ....

l

Seed Grain.
...... $10000 ...... 1
...... 150 OO ......
...... 100 00......
...... 150 00......
...... 150 00 ...... \
..... 150 00......
...... 150 00......
...... 200 01)......

----

Oarriedlorward ............... ~ .. 1,.................

, . '-~., """

I
!
I
I

20129
300 00
200 00
300 00
350 23
400 00
300 00
300 00

I

II
II
2,351 52

--;;i:34~

I

I

,

CarriedfoTUlard......... ......... \ ..................

I--;,ii:647

II

."r- ."

RETURN D (l}.-Ooncluded
INDIANS OF NOV A SCOTIA.-Ooncluded.

·--·---;;-----·--.·-·-----.-·-.-·--··----.·-I---;-::-I---$--~.=-------llrougld fO'f'ward ....... .................................... · ..• · .... 11
Medicines and Medical Attendance.

In District No.1, A. ~axwell, M.D., moiety

I

otl

ai~eObUs~!~,.. ~i.'D:;··~~·i·~tyl

do

2, H.hE.

do

of his accoun t ........ .... ......
2, H. Shaw, M.D., moietv of his

de

4, W

do
do
do

do
do

do
do
do

87 80
32 25

~~~!~~, .. ~f·.D:,.. f~~~·~~~·~i~:\

I

II

I

'1\

1

I

'\

I

;-:.1

$ ct-s'l

6,116 47

\

75
8

ating 60 Indians....... .........
4, Dr. Me-Kinnon, forvl1ccinating
65 Indians ........................ 1
II, W. H. McDonald, M.D.,moiety
of his account....... ...... ......
5, H. B. McPherson, M.D., moiety!
of his a ccoun t ..................
6, P. A. McDonald, M.D., moietyi
of his account .............: .... 1
6, H. B. McPherson, M.D.,moletYI
of his account .................. ,
7, J. M. McInt.osh, M.D., moiety!
of his accoun t ... ...... .........
7, S. G. A. McKeen,M.D., mOietYI
of his accou~t.......... .........
8, A. D. McGillivray, M.D.,
moiei~' of his accoimt ........ !

30 00

32· 50

I

I
I
II

1
53 00

\'

37 50 !
55 00

I:I
.

24 63

95 00

1

I

I

11 98

I
To ltrant in aid of erection of Po School-house atl
Eskasolli, Gr.pe BretolJ. .. .......................... 1
Paid 'reacher's srtlary, Vi,;!!';". \0.5,4 months,
at $20 pCI' month ......................................... 1
Paid 'l'cacher's salul'y,at Whyeocomah, 6months,.
fIt. $20 pCI' month .....: .................................. I
;;;choo~ bOOKS !md BtMlO!\Cry purchasc{] ............ I

\

19 28 I

----

I

4.'17 6~

75 00
80 00

1~0 00

30 00

I

II

I

1

i

I

Ii

!

1---1

;'

-I

Brought forward ...... ......... ......... .........

;lO5 00

II

squatter"1

Le[Jal,JiJX1'MW.~ in connection with the arrest of
at JJlidrile River and {(/ lVltycocomah.

II

To ,J. S. Ingntham "..............................................
R. McDougall ................................................. 1
J. B. lI1<lDonald ........ " ............. ......... ...............

-

3000
40 00
' 131 00

II

471

i

Micmacs of the County of Pictou, at $13

20100

II
19

\I

I

j'

'£0 Refuud to Widow McAulay of this sum deposited
by her as purchase money of Indian land at

PI;:~I~~~c~:fa:·~.~~~·1:~:~·ti~·~··~·f·8·9.. ~·~~·~~··i·~'l:'th'~

.

II
II

1---1

Jliiscellaneou8 Expenditure.

Ii

\1'

I

pe~

L,;~~le~~i;~·~~~~·{;;· ~·~~;;~~ii~~·~itil·~b~~~:~·~;{~

1,157

00

Si;i~n;~\g~)~~;;~~~~~·~·~·P~~:~h~~~·~;;~~~y· ($i; i'57> \

32 00

·from June to December, 1874. ......... ............
Paid travelling expenses of Chief J. Meuse,

34 71

from Ottawa to Bear Rive1', Nova Scotia .........
Balance unexpended ........................................

!

50 00

I

=:-:=:-:I~~ ~g

_______________-"-__......!I__

I

I

I

I

II

I~~I

____._
By Balance on 30th June, 1875 ..............................

1=== ~~

NOTE.-The Districts into which Nova Scot.ia is divided for the purposes of the Indian Office, comprise, in each, the undermentioned Counties;District No. l--Annapolis, Digby, Yarmouth, Shelburne.
District No.5-Antigonish, Gnysboro'.
do . 2-Kings, Queens, Lunenburg.
do
6-Richmond, O.B.
do
3-H.':\lil\u; Hants, Colchester, Cumberland.
do
7-Inverness, Vict0'ria, C.B.
do
4-PlClou.
do
8-Cape, Breton, C.B.
'i'he IndifUl Office pays one-half of the cost of' medical attendance on the Indians; the'remaining haif being paid by the Overseers of the Poor for
the counties in which medical services are rendered. This rule does not, however, apply to the cost of vaccinating the Indians j the whole charge tor
tbis ~ervice being borne by the Indian Office, from the Legislatlve Grant..
.
.

ROBERT SINOLAIR,
Accountant, Indian Affairs.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
INDIAN BRANCH,
OTTAWA,

30th June, 1815.

ll:ETtJRN D, (2)
INDIANS OF NEW

DB.
=ollOWing payments during the year ended 1
tl.e 3uth June, 1875 :-

$

cts·1

I
I

Salaries.

Wm. Fishel', Agent, Fredericton, for year ended

I

O:~:~ ~~~ie~~~~"'Ag~~t:'" Oh~th~~;"'f~;"Y~~~1

I

I
I
I

I

Distributionjor the Relief oj Distress, andjor tM PU1chase qf Seed Grain in the following propo~tion8:-

I

1,280 00

!

I

In North-Eastetn Superintendency, through Chas.
Sargeant ...................... _
$510_
00 •.. $510
OO"j 1,020 00 I
---

'III

II
!I

I

I

cts.1

l. . . . . . . . .

I

I

400 0(,

1,330 00

Relief. Seed Grain.1
,
tendency, through W m . ,
Fisher ........................... $790 00 ..• $490 00..
-----

't:;$

By Balance at their credit on 30th June, 1874 ....... " ................. .

Tim bel' dues collected and deposited to the
credit of the Receiver· General. .....................
Legislative appropriation for 1874-75 ................................. .

400 00
ended 30th June, 1875 ................................... ,
Rev. J. J. O'Leary, Missionary, Tobique, for year
ended 30th J une l 1875 ...................................
100 00
Rev. J. C. McDeVItt, Missionary, Fredericton,
200 00
for year ended 30th June, 1875.......................
Rev. J. Theberge, MisFionary, Miramichi, fori
yea.r ended 30th June, 1875............... ............
100 00 I'
Rev. W. Morrisey, Missionary, Blackville, foq
year ended 30th June, 1875........................... \
100 00
J. S. Benson, M.D., Newcastle, for year ended
30th June, 1875 ............................................ 1_ _ _3_0_0_0_,1

In South-Western Superin-

.

$

I

I

BRUNSWICK~

I
\

"~I

2,30000

I
I
I

$

cts.
330 60

1'7500
4,500 00

Medicines and Medical Attendance.

'I

~~'IllilJU
Paid Board of Health for

I

professional servicesr
rendered to Indians suffering from small-pox..
400 00
Paid J·ID. Ross, M. D for professional servioesl
j
to " Augustin," an ndian suffering from the
effects of a railway accident ............ _ .......... ·I--~l

I'

II
I

I

Pai~;:h~ri~:s tw:~ndi~::hildren

461 00

r;r
...........
lIalall.ce unexpended .................................. · ....

1......... .........

i

:1

:\

I
12 00 \

·1· ....·..·......... __9~

I

I,

II!

I

Education.

1(11

I

I~~I,

!
I

.

I____

"1

i

I~0560il

Ir By balance on 30th June, 1875...... ........... ......... ...... . ................ \

902 60

~-·N~o-rE--~I-n-t-h-e-P-u-b-l-iC-A~c-oo-u-n-t-s-t-o-r-~-e~y-e-a-r-e-n-de~d~3-0-lli~J-U-n-e~,-1-8-n-,-t-h-e-b-a~l~an~.~a-t-~-e~c-re-d-i-t-o-f-~elud~NewBrunswic~appeanu$1,O~.88;

II

the

l

diff~rence

is caused by the non-presentation for payment of a cheque for $197.28.
In the North Eastern Superinteudency is eontalllcd the Counties of Kent, Westmoreland, Northumberland, Restigotlche and Gloucester; in the SOllthl
Weltern Superintendency is contained the Counties of Victoria, Charlo~te, York and /:)t. John.
I

----------_._----.ROBERT SINOLAIR,
Accountant, Indian Affairs.
DEPARTMENT 00 THE INTERIOR,
INDIAN BRANCH,
OTTAWA, 80th

June, 1875.

I

RETURN D. (3).
On.

INDIANS OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

DR.

;:30;:~~~;;~;~::H::':;~~;;;:';;:;;~;;d\ "~W $'~ III By
I

I

1'. Stcwart, Agent, salary fl'Oill 30th JUlie, 1874-,
to 30th JUllC, J875 ...... ,,, ................... " .... ".....
200 00 \
1'. Stewart, travelling expenses 1874-75 .... .......
175 00
For seed, grain and agricultural implements purchased for and distrihuted to the Indians........
200 '00
For blankets purchased and djstributed.............
300 00
For erection of School-house ot! Lennox ISlanv: .. ,
245 00
For supplies purchased find distributed by the
Agent, and for relief afforded to destitute
Indians through him,. ....... ,. .. " ........ "........
703 75
s. W. Dodd, for medicines.... ....... ......... .. ....... :
7 82
Dr. McKelvie, for professional services· .............. 1
20 00 ,
Dr. F. Fox
do
do
.............. 1
5 50 I
To Balance ..... : .................................................... [_ _134 35

I

I

I
I

J

I

II

i

j

I

2,000001

I

g~nt. <8" 15........ ;, '''~~l'' O~O ~~.

IIi

I

I

L'gi,l.ti"

II
I
I
I

----r

I

II

I

2,000 00

I By Balance on ~Oth .June, 1875 .......: .............................. :~.. ~_.. ·_.._I_~
ROBEI{T SINCLAIR,
Accountant, Indian Affairs.

DEPARTMENT Ol!~ THE INTERIOR,
INDIAN BRANCH,
OTTAWA, June

30th, 1875.

:~,

RETURN D (4.)
D:a.

INDIANS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

-1-1-"------""

E

I

To the following payments made during the ycarl
ended 30th June, 1875:-

$ cts

I
I

I

:I;

ctS.1

i By Balance on 30th Juue, 1874" ...... ·.. · ............. · ...... 1........ : .. · ...... \

I

Legislative Gmnt ...................................... "..... 1........... ".... ..
Rents collected by Commissioner Powell fromi
I
tenants on Song-bees Reserve .......................................... i
Refund of expenditure, 1874-75 ........................

i................."I

!I
$ ets"

26,667 95
25,300 00

223 10
58 76

6 26
561 85
493 55
2,548 00
1,960 00

1

To Travelling expenses during the year........... ........ ......... .........

Supplies and present~ purchased for Indians ........................ 1
School grants and purchasQ of books ........................ " ....

A~~~d~~~~~~l.~~.:.l.~~~.~~"~~:.~.~~.~.~~.~~~.~~~.~a.l:~~~

I

ctS·1

I

Accountant-General of the Navy tor coal used
ou board H M.S. "Scout," while conveying
Commissionel' Powell to the North-West
Coast, in 1872, £673 68. 3d. sterling ............................ .
For coal used on board H.M.S. "Bllxer,"
while engaged in similar services in 'day
and June, 1874, £1 58. 9;1. sterling ............................ ..
For coal used on board H.M.S. "Boxer,"
while engaged in similar services in Scp:
tembel', 1874, £116 138. 8d. sterling.............................. j
For coal used on board H.M.S. "Boxer,"
while engaged in similar services in May
and June, 1873, £101 88. 3d. sterling .......................... ..
Commissioner Powell, Victoria, salary for yearl
ended 30th June, 1875 ..................................................... 1
Commissioner Lenihan, New Westminster, salary
I
for YMr ended 30th June, 1875 ....................................... ..

Ewpen8es in connection with Trictaria Superintendency.

:I>

CR.
~--"--~--~--""----I---~-I

1,468 95
3,458 85
2,414 4711

..................
5,918 13
MedIcal attendance and meulCmes.................... ..................
1,288 80 I
Surveys and Surveyors wages ........ .... ..... ......... ......... .........
5,171 57 'i
H. Moffat, Assistant to Commissioner, salary one
year, to 30th June, 1875.............. ......... ......... ......... .........
1,725 00
Wages paid to Office Messenger, Interpreters,
712 74
General expenses of the Superintendency, inI
cluding office rent, books of account, sta[I
tionery, postage, telegr~ms, &c ....................................... 1__1,308~
,1

II

&0.1............ ......

Carri6Q forward• ...: ........... 1.................. 1 32,37!l 11

II

I

I

I
I

1---1---

Oanied /UI ward ...... , .... ...... ,......... .........

51,94c9 81

1{.E'rURN' D (4}.-Ooncluded.
.

.

i

[NDIANS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA-Concluded.
i . ··.·-.··.·-r--·----

I
$ cts.\
Brouflht forward .. .............. j ................. .

Nxpenses in conner/ion with the
Superintendtncy.

I
PrtlSe1'

ct.S'j

Brought forwarl ..............

l. ~. . ~. .~.~ .·! -5-1-}-49-~t-t

I

,

II

.

'1'0 T. W. Hibbin, for stationery........ ...... ..... .........

37
G. '1'. Seymour, for office desk...... ............ .....
18
Broderick & Co., for coal. ........ .. .............. ......
10
Pos, tage ~nd bfoxHren,t, .. : .. t";"'B": ·h.. d...... · .. ........
2540
C e ebratlOn 0
er ,ullra y S lrt ny..............
'l'ravelling expenses of Commissioner Lenihan...
50
Paid Interpreter .................. '........ ......... .........
27
Presents to Indians ........................................ 1
50
Snndries........................................................ _ _ 21
BaJ .. nce in hands of Commissioner Lenihan ...... I'
do at disposal of Departmen t...... ...... .. ....

24
00 i
01) I
°0 0
0

25
50
00
73

!i

)1

:I

I
I

\
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _:.-I_ _ _ _

.

1\

468 72

I
I

.

1

281 28/
18,820 70
--_.

_~

:1;

:12,379 II

19,101 98

;~4981

I

:
I

...!I~~~~_-_=-I\ By BaJ~n:.: 30t~ June. l~~ ..............................1==1

51,9498t

19,10198

N01'lI:.-In the Public Accounts the balance at the credit of the Indians of British Columbia appears as $19,882.10. The difference is caused by the
.terling accounts for £11613,. 8d., and £101 88. 3d., respectively, not having been paid in L·)]]dun until after the 30th .June, 1875, and so not entering
into t.he accounts of the Finance Department for the yeM 1874·75, althongh they had been brought to account in the Books of the Indian Office. I

ROBERT SINCLAIR,
Accountant, Indlan Affairs.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
INDIAN BRANCH,
OTTAWA, 30th

June) 1875.

RETURN D (5)
DIt.

MANITOBA.

I

Treaty No. 1.:......... ......... ............ ....... ..........
do No.2 .. ,..... ......... ...... ......... ......... .........
do No.

1l,004 00
2,667 00
13,600 00

B........... ..................... ..................

Agricultural Implemmts and .Farming Stock.

27,271 00

I

Ammunition and Twine.
Treaty No.

1

-.---\

1----.

. . . . . . . . . .,. . . . . . . . . \. . . . . . . . ..

3;:~.~~~~;~~~

I

'I
II

10,572 04 1
10,679 03

21,251 07

I

I

I

$ cta.
15,568 49

$ eta.
$ cts.
By Balance on 30th June, 1874 .............................................. ..
Legislative Grants for 1874-70, as
follows ;-

$ eta.

Annuitie•.

Treaties Nos. 1 and 2........... .. .. " ......... ........
Treaty No.3................... .. ......... ......... .........

I

Ii

:;, cts.

To the following payments during the
year ended 30th June, 1875;-

Ca.

II

1~.~~~~~~~~:

I

Treaty No.
.................. 114,425 00 !
do No.2 ....................... ··· .... 1 4,355 00
do No-. 3................................ ~60 00

38,140 00

Agricultural Implementl and Farming Stock.
Treaties No.1 and 2.................... ..
Treaty No.3 .............................. .

16,000 00
10,000 00
26,000 00

Ammunition and Twine.

I

1,541 77

Treaty No.3 ................................................ ..

13,919 92

For Indians assembled to receive
annuities under above treaties ................... ..

1,1500 00

Provision,.
For Indians assembled to receive
annuities under those treaties ....

i............ ...... ..................

8alarie., and O.tJice dnd Oontingent .
Expen.,es.
j

I

Oommissioner J. A. N. Provencher,
salary to 30th June, 1875........... ...... ...... ......
Assistant Uommissioncr JI. St.
John, salary to 30th June, J875 ................... '1
Assistant Commissioner R. PIther,'
salary to 30th June, 1875... ........ .. ....... .. ......
Interpreter, N:Ohastellaine, salary
to 30th June, 1875 ....................................... 1
Sundry School Teachers ................................. 1
Al terations and repairs to office at
' Fort Garry ..............................
Purchase of school books ....... ...... .. .......... .....

I

I......... ........

Qarriedforwl1.rd .•.••.

13,000 00 1

Sala1'ies, and Office and Contingent
I

1,960 00

I

980 00
980 00

I
I
II
I'I
!

250 00 1
1,250 00

I

I

=== === =:::::11
128 79
100 04 1

Expen.e~.

Covedng salaries to Commissioner and Assistants, salaries to!
School Teachers and Medical
Officers, travelling expenses of
Commissioners and others employed in Indian affairs, pnrchasel'
of medicines, relief to destitnte
Indians, &c ..............................

1...... ...... ......

1
1

I

Ormicd/orw

......

22,610 00

I

===

1==1. . . . .

I

RETURN D (5)-Oontinued
MANITOBA.

th.
- - - ,--

--.---~

--

-~---------~---I ~--~-'--~-·------·-I----

---~--------~---

"

$ cts,

$ cts.

~

$ ets.
76,984 75

Brought (r!TIvrml ...... ................................... .

Fuel for offices at Fort Garry and
Fort Francis .............................................. .
Office fnrniture ............................................ ··1
Rent of offiee at Fort Garry, to 30th
Jnne, 1875 ............................................... ..
Mes~euger's sulary, to 30th Jnne,

162 80
67 24
89 17
228 06

Tr~~~lt~g·~~p~~;;~~;·o~;;;~i~·~i~·~~~I· ........ ·........ 1

1

· .... · ...... · .... ·

$ Cis I

·.... · ............ 1
I

I

I

825 00

Stable expenses, 01lts, hay, &c ..................... ..
'l'elegrams, postage, &:c. .............. .. .............. ..
Staticmcry ............................................... · ..
1~~:~~~~n61~;k~.. ~'~pi~j'~d' ;·i;i·i~tl .......... · ...... · •
annuities were in process of pay,

$ cts.

Broughtforu.ara.. ····

309 50

750 00

·1

.

692 50

1870 .. ..................................................... ..

Provencher ......... ......... ...... ......
Travelling expcnses, Assistant
Commissioner M. St. John ........ i
Travelling expenses, Assistant
Commissioner R. Pither ........... .
Travelling
expenses,
Donald
Bruce ..................................... .
Travelling expenscs, sundry Indians .......................................

On.

'\

I.

I!

li:

1

I)

I
!

1,092 50
222 00

[I

10 00
. 12 50

1----

2,'772 00
227 00
360 00

Medical service and medicines ...................... ..
Commissioner's uniform ............................... ..
Gratuities to ,. destitute Indians,
payments to Interpreters, freight
of supplies, &c ........................................... .

I
I'

I

699 89

1,0009'

Ii

Expenses in connection with Indians on
the Saskatchewan.

,

Party sent tl) ae.company Colonel
.French on the occasion of hisl
. Oi;!~:~~he Blackfeet and PlaiU

,
W~~~ .~.~.~~~~~.~~.~,~~~.l,~~.~~~ .~~~ j

"u" -tun u""

II

I
I

\

5,040 00

I

I
I

Ii
II

,,,

1,435 00

'$ et.s.
15,568 49

"II

I

:f

169 00

.... --.. --

I

i
iI
.
.,
,
E xpenses In connectIOn WIth Tndia.na on the Saska.tchewan........ ......... .........

j
1

.

6,000 00

I'resents purchased for distribution
among the Indians ..................................... .

I

1,782 57

rWlolll for Levaillcr aCId his men ..................... .

Legal expenses, drawing contract
with Levailler aud men ........ ,..... ,..... ............
EX)H)JlReS in con'l1ec#on 1~:/lka.l{e1JJ 'l"teat'!/
•
to be made wilh in the yea?'.
'

'l'mvclling expenses of Supt.-Genl.
and Secretary, from Ottawa to
Fort Garry and return .............
Trave!ling e;xpen~es. of Hon. Mr.
Chnstle. CommISSIOner ........................... ..

92 00
9 00

j--,

. . . . . '. . ..

S%~l~~~tribeti~~~~~.~.:~...:.1~.~~~~.~~.~ I...... '......... '.1
Sl~lg;i::s .:.~~~~~a~.~~ . :~~. .~~~~.i~~'I
1
'l'ransport of those supplies to Fort
Qu' Appelle ............... ...... ...... , ................. .
Ad vertising for tendcrdor convey-,
"nce of snpplies, .............. ' ........ i..... ...... ......
Paid Hon. P. Breland, for services
as Special Messenger ........ ' ........ ,.................
Paid Jlessengers and Interpret~rs .. ' .... ,............
Purchase of waggon for CommisSlOncrs ................................... , '........ .........
Paid R. Gcrric, for pillows ........ ,... '..................
'·'irst, pn,yment of annnities under
Treaty No. 4 ............................ 1.................. ,
Paid Hon. Mr. Christie, for s e r v i c e s . ,'
E;~e~~~~~~~or~~d ..i;;·r~~~~~~y ~f: .................. i
stolen horse .............................. 1.................. I
lJliscellaneous.

I

'. . . . . . . . .

Oarried forward ......

215 80

I

12,440 40

i

1,012 75

ill

990 00
283 60

1'1

00

34,000 00

1·

1

1----1

I

18,19400,

221 21

1

[I

1000

750 00
10 00

.........

i

I

14 40

300

ili~\!~~~~~..:~ .. ~~.. ~~·~~...~:~~~~I

1

3,661 50

I

~,1s~~~~e~fS~~;~~~;~~ ~~~~ ?~~~t .............. '
~:s~~~·/F~~~l~is i,~.. ~~~~~~~~~~.~.~!

~

. connectlOn
..
h aI
JJ.xpenses 111
WIt

I

Paid
..
..
Genrgc Hacette, for service I in con- I
nection with Sioux Indians .. ,..... i........... , .....
Hu'l,on Bay Cu., for supplies fur-'

J. Metcalf!', for pattern coat for
Chiefs ........................... ,........... , ................

"I

404 65

11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

..

I

i

~'23

1

I

I

5000

I

38,287 10

I
I Mi.~I1..,,". "P'""'·· ....•.........1......... ...... .. 3,000 00 I
1

'I

359 65

I

27 50 ,

I'

Ii

I:

----------11
....... .... ..... ......... ........ ..................

I

I

I

1

,-

1
--'-----

Oarried forward,..... 1 •................ 1.................. 1................ ..

RETURN D
DR.

(5)~-Concluded.

MANITOBA.

~~~~~h::~f;~:~f~:~:1 : : : :~: ~.: ' . .~,:;:: '. . . ~.~~.
1, 2 and 3......... ...... ......... ......... ...... ....... ....

169 25

O~~~::::::~::::::~~~tm.·~~'.:I·················· --.!:".~

5,00061

Paid Vepartment of Public Works, fori
0

............ ·.. · .. 1

j'

3,651 57

II

,.

,

I

Crees:I
Rev. John McDougall ..........
10 I
Wm. M<"I\ay, Esq ................ __ 8~~_921
-~'irstpayments to absentees, 'rreaty

No.4:-

I

I
Ii

1,681

I

ByoommiSSiouerprovenCher\'
Hon. Huuson Bay 00.. ........
Seed grain given Indians,
under Treaty No.4 ......... /

I

2,548 02

I

!:

II

I

lOS 00

nl, 00

139 05
------

I

'"ppkmml", N,Um""., 1874-15.
the

following

------1

I

313 05

6,542 61

I

Balance ............. ·· .... · ...... · .... ·, .... ·\ .................. i· .... · ........... 1.- ;;:::: :: 11'11
1

_ .__________L_ I

.

I

I

I
I
I

unfOrSeen)

T/~~~:o:;:t
of men and provisions
to X. W. Angle... ....................

I
----I
I
\

~l('s"c"gel'B to Bbckfeet and Plaint

Ore,.'s to iin"""nco the approach
of the Mounted Police .... ......... l
First payments of Rnnuity to suchl
Iudlans Tas were abse?t whenl
Treaty No.4 was negotiated......

I

I

3,651 57

2,548 02

I

6,00000

12,19959 I

----

Rpful1d.

I

Of unexpended portion of appropria.tion of $40,500.00 in

1873-74

'.

i

IM,449 59

Ii

'"n'go,;.ti,n,,,,",'y Nn'3"'I=~I='I' 17::::: ~:

By E,I",,,. 00",

'<me, "15 ........... \ ............: ... '1"................

l~OBERT

INDIAN BRANCH,
O':l.'TA.WA.,

June 30th, 187il.

SINOLA Il{,
flCCOtultant,

•

44,"'.4.~ I

NO'J'll.-In the Public Accounts the balance at the credit of the Indians of Manitoba and the North-West, is $44, 723.'1ll. The difference is caused
by cheq·Jcs Nos. 41 and 70 for $50.00 and $410,00 respectiv.ely, iS3ued by the Indi:<n Office and charged against this account, Hot having been presented
for payment; they Rre not therefore included in th?- sum charged to the Recount by the Department of Finance.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

·1
.

--~:ght forwara.=-\, · · · · ~· ·~·:~:l u~· ·'·~ ·I· · ~ ~ li

'11

I\OOVeripg

Me~SrS:e~n~!-e~r~ ~·t~O·~·B:~I·ar.oC·~k·~e~e~t~sa"·n~od" ~1·;·l·a: l:n:I
po

CR.

Indian Ailairs.

I

[PART

I.]

RETURN E.
STATEM]~NT

showing the number of acres of Indian Lands sold during the
Year ended the 30th June, 1875, the total amount of Purchase Money,
and the quantity of surveyed surrendered Indian Lands remainingunsold at that date.

Towns

01'

Townships.

Number
of
Amount.
, A cres. 1

Counties.

Quantity II
Remaining
,
Unsold.

I

Remarks.

-------·----1--1-$-::--1---Albemarle ....................... Bruce
AmabeL.... ..... ............... do
Eastnor ........ ............ ..... do
Lindsay .......................... do
St. Edmunds .................... \ do
TownPlotofHardwick''' do
do
Oliphant .... 1 do
1

~~

.................. 1
1,030
1,316 00 I,
......... .........
'710
1,589 25
.................. i
4,218
5,435 75 j'
.................. 1
1,627
1,901 75
......... .........
100
100 00 I
.................. \ ............... 1.................. 1
......... .........
13 1
78 00

~~~!~~:~:~~i:: : :. ::~~:. : : : : : : : : : : : : I.:::::::~::::::::: I

22,970 Some of these landac
7,319
have been resumed by the Depart85,282
55,470
ment, the condi-·
tion~ of sale not. '
56,987
having been com1,100
477 I plied with.

I

1, :::

I

do...........................
Bury.
do ...........................................1.,.6..3..3.. 1..... 4..,.4..0.3. "0"0"\
Grey
Keppel
Town Plot of Wiarton...... do ......... .........
4
360 00
do
Brooke ........ j do ..................
6
294 06,

1,168
9,678
122

1

Bid ~ell.. ..................... · .... 1District of Algoma
1
326 50
Howland ....................... ,
do
800 00
.::'heguiandah .................. 1
do
20 00
Town Plot of Sheguiandahl
do
I
Bill!nirs .......................... 1
do
...... 'i;i'09' ·.. ·....554 ..50·
'
Asslgmack ...... ...... .........
do
... ,
937 ,
468 50
Oampbell........................
do
...
1,100 .
550 00
Oarnarvon ....................... ,
do
2,620
1,31000
Allan ............................. 1
do
1,646
827 00
1
Tehkummah .................... 1
do
4,009
2,004 50
Sandfield ...... ............ ......
do
...
4,058
2,029 00
Gordon ......... ...... ....... ....
do
'''1
2,187
1,093 50
Town Plot of ShaftesburY.1
do
'''1
6
225 00
Macdonald .................... 1
do
1,630
92000 I

22,143
16,100
22,551
349
26,951
]4,77'1 .
36,635
33,111
19,007
IH,565
14.32:l
15; 129
270
12.600

11

i!:!l! I

·········1

I
653
1,600 I
31

I

' '1

it~i~::EfF:~:~:v,,!,

I

I

.·.:::::~E'':li:::':F:E

I
I

Dennis ...... ...... ...... .........
do
................................... j
3,509
Harwick .......................... ,'
do
............................ · ........ 1
7,106
Fisher .......... ......... .........
do
123
61 50.
9,102
Tilley........... ......... .........
do
................................ j
12,(.91
Haviland ......................
do
... j ........................... · .. •.. 1
3,821
Vankoughnct ......... .........
do
................................... 1 1l,850.
Tupper ......... ......... .........
do
... !................................ ,
2,800
Archibald .... · ...... · .. · ........ 1
do
... 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.................. 12,900
Ne~bing.........................
do
... · ............... 1................. 1
3,778
LaIrd.:....... ....................
do
... 1............... 1..................
2-t,632
MeredIth ........................ ,
do
... 1................................. 11
9,7531
'I'own Plot of Gore Bay.....
do
.................................... I
;{99
flo
1rlltnitowan-I'
1
ing.........
do
...
'l
474 40
178
Sarnia............................ Lambton ........ ......
6
220 00
15
Tyendenaga.................... iHastings ........ ...... ............... ...... ...... ......
3,725 /1
Seneca ........................... iHaldirnand .......................... 1.................. ,
1,100

I

I

I

I

I

Oarried forward ... ......

----- - - - - - ----,
33,041

30.,220 21

I

•

856IN;~t.m the niarket

614,541

I

'78

[PART

1.J

RETURN E.-Oontinued.
:STATEMENT showing the number of acres of Indian Lands sold during·the
Year ended the 39th June, 1875, &c.-Oontinued.
I

Towns or Townships.

I

Number
of
\ Amount.

Oounties.

I

Quant.ity "
Re?lammg

:---1 unso~I

_______._1 ______ I~cres.
Brought jm'wa1'd

:

'1:iii
33,041

cts.!

30,220 21

I

614,541

Remarks.

_ _ _ __

II

·Oneida .......................... Haldimand.. .........
295~1 5,824 26 (............. "['
Oayuga, South ................. 1
do
...........
120
1,465 20
980
"Town of Brantford ........... Brant .: ................ !
:l:
115 00
80
Tborah Island ................. Lake Slmcoe ........ t ...........••. , .................. J
405
·{)uiatchouau ............... ·· .. 'lfJhicoutimi ........... 1............... , ............. · .. ·1
13,280,
Viger ... : .......................... Temiscouata......... .......... .... ...... ...... ......
250
,Islands m St. Lawrence ...
193
412 80 ............... Island~ only s.old to
,
parties now in pos1_ _ _ ' _ _ _ 1_ _ _ 1 session.

I

I

1......... ......... ........

o

Grand Totals ...... .................. 1

33,649!1

38,037 47

I

629,536

I

J. V. DE BOUCHERVILLE,
Olerk in Oharge of Land Sales.
:DEPARTlIfENT OF THE INTERIOR,
INDIAN BRANOH,
OTTAWA, Nov. 15th, 1875.

RETURN F.

~~~TEMENT of the co~ditlon ofthe various Ind_ian School~ wit~in the bominion, for ~h~._year_~nded 30th .r~ne,
Indian Reserve or Band to which
Schools belong.

I

1/'
Name of Teacher.

I

Salary per
annum.

'\

i

~.

~

From what Fund paid.

' .oS

cB

'/.....

""

~

I

'", '
";.oS

IZ·2,

~ ~~

1875.11

Remarks.

I,

I

I

--------------' I--I---·----~~I~I-----I
I'
II!
I

PROVINCE Oli' ONTARIO.

Carra~oe
Reserve, :lfount Elgiu IndUS-j
trial School................... ....... ........ Thos. Cosford

$ cts.

1

1

I

I

I

.

.,

I

J\Ietho(hs~ 1hsslOnary
S~etety and Indmn Funds ... /

............................. Wesley>;-n

In
.,

26

II

1

l

43

I

r

An

$60
30

I I from Indian Funds.

1......... ......... . ....... I

Moravians of tile Thames ....................... A. E. ~utn~1ll .:..........
Wyandott. of Anderdon .......................... ,:lIarcelme Cuener ....... I,
Chippewas of Sarnia .............................. !Wilson heobs ............ 1
!
!
~~
a~hotta~~tt~;;;i~s ~·i'i~~i: WillIam Rlliott... .... ·· .. 1

300 00 IIndian Funds .................................... 1 ..................
250 00 I
do
..........................
300 00 ,Indian and Wesleyrw Mi~sionary

Funds ................................................ ,1.........
250 00 IIndian Funds ..........................
·1 ......···

i.................

i

do
do

pole Jshwd ....................JamesCameron ..........
Chippewas and MUllsees of the 'fhames ... Geo. Fisher ...............
do
do
do
... Abel Waneosh............
Chippewas ofSaugeeu ........................... I'Loll~sa At!hill .. ·........ ·1
do
do
........................... Pollle Chl'lstoe ...........
do
Oape Oroker ..................... D. Oraddoek ... ..........
do
do
..................... Isabella McIver ........... ,
do
do
..................... I Peter Elliott ..............

1 ...... • ..................

1

do

200
200
200
200
200
150
200

::
•...... :::::: ::::::
.. ::::::::
do
Georgllla Island .............. ClIas. Grylls ............... ,
Missisaguas of Mud LAJ;:e ........................ Georg" C,rook ...........
do
R,ce Lake.........
.. ....... \Mary: J. Sandersoll ...... ,
do
Alllwlck .......................... l~ott'e Barrett ........... 1
Mohawks of the Bay of QlIint6 ................. W. J. Wilson..............
do
do
do
................. Lydia Hill ........ , .........
do
do
do.
·.. · .... ·........ IOlara Brown ........

2:>000
400 00
~~o 00
"DO 00
370 00
150 00
30000

I

1

·I·....·................
·..............·. ·....·..........·........
.Indian Funds ...........................

;:~~{: .;~;~~.~.::::

~~~.~~~~.~~~~e.~~~

00
00
00
00
00
00
00

1

'18

do
......... ..................
~Fllnds ?fBand ........ ~ ........ :..........
IMethodlst MISSIOnary SOCIety ..... 1
Funds of Band ................. .........
1
do
.. ................. ......
I'
do
.................. · ...... 1

30

I

I

22
10
25
141
25

11'
1"
13
15
14
8
14 I

N 0 return.
do

29
45

"'1

INew EI!glan.d 90mpany ............ ,

25
I?
4:>

22
16
28 1
15.
17

11Iethodlst MISSlOll Fund ..... ......
do
do
.. ·.. · ...... 1
:Indian Funds and Whites.. ........
11
26
',Indian Fnnds ...........................
14
31
Indian Funds and Whites ........ ·I~. ~I~

I

Carried forwnrd ............ ......... .. ............... .

'I

I
I
I

II
'I'

I'

2".
39
22
39

191
47
33
73 1

i

i

3~

I........~~~ '~~" .Methodlst
~~~~~~.~.~~~~~.~
. ~~~~.t/~~~~~~:~:i:~~I .....11:~ ..... :.~.I81 . . ~~.
Ohurch ofOanada .....
I

India~ Industrial I

Boardlllg School. i
iI andpupils
per annum each, for
is con tributed

I

'i

"
I

do

RETURN F.-~tatement

il
of the condition of' the various Indian ~chools, &",.-Oontin1;ted.
i
.,.,.",.."~~__.,......,...~~.,.......,.,,,.===:o======-.,....,....,.,=_=~-=--=--=.=
...=.-=~=._=_..=-=-=;=-=--=~=I=-'=-=.._=
. _=_._=--=....=-=-,.",..- ii

····Inru~nl~:h~;I:b,~:~:tn

Whi,h····

r·N":'n:T~'~~·--:~~~I,··· l'mm

whot

Fnnd p"d.

.

I! ~ ~~ I
II

~

~

R.=,ko.

I'

I~~

'.

1

il

-------------------------i
-----.------ ~- ~ ~ ------il
I
Six Nation Indians.
1•

U

lUO

h

I

t'
t I'
...... ......
awk' I ns t't
1.1l :on a
)ran tf'Ul'd ..... { \Isaac
,Miss J.Barefoot
M If'.isher.........

2. On the Grand RlVer .......................... Mlss Cromlne .............
•
3.
do
~ ......................... Miss Oarpen tel' ..........

4.
5.
6.
7.

I

:iii

cts'l

Bl'oughtforwa.rd .. .......................... 1.........

·100 00 ., } N
E J d"
200 00
• ow ,ng an vompany.........
250 00 New England Company and In""5 00
diadfloFunds ......l;·O.................. /

I

I

~

I

.1

do
uo
do
do

.......................... Miss Hyndman...... ......
............ : ............. J. A. Powless ..... ......
....................... 'lMiSS Clench ...... · ........ 1
.......................... Mrs. Kate Osborne......

250 00 ,
do
do
.. ,
250 00
do
do
... 1
15000 Voluntary and Indian Funds .....
250 00 INcwd~:~g¥~:~~2.~~~:.~.~:..~.~.~ .:.~-

do
do
do
do
do

.......................... IC. Jackson ................ \
..................... · .... INclles Monture ...........
......................... Geo. Powless.......... ....
.......................... Mis~ E .. Gordon ........... /
.......................... BenJamru Carp(>n ter....

250
250
250
250
250

j

40

I

23

I

C

35 I
25
30 I

28
15
23

I

I

26
15

4601

Island Indians.

I

17

181

321

13

35

West Bav ............................................... Jos. Assjn~·way...........
Sncker Greek ........................................ Mrs. Mdnnany ........... 'Nc)t
Shegui'lllUl1h ......................................... Will. Stinson ........ ......
.
I
Shesheguaning ..............'........................ J. L. Lester ............... INot
Wikwemi~ong .... · ...... · .. · .. ·· .... · ...... · ........ IJos. Jennessca:1)( ........ 1
Serpent River .............................. : ....... I'J. Nowwekezluk ......... Not
Gardell)Uvet" .................................... · .... IOhr. Kottm!ln ............ \
qo
....... ,., ......... , .................... Fl·CCI. Frost., ........ ......

.

30
38
44

I

36

I

IfJO 00 Indian Funds ...........................
known .. Not known .:..... ...... ...............
400 01) Indian l~nnas and Church of
Eng-iau!l Society................ ,
known. Oong"eg-,ltional SOCiety, Toronto
30000 Indian F'll~ds .....: .. :......... .......
known. Oongregatlonal tioclciy, Torontcj
200 00 Indian J<'unds ........................... 1
200 00
do
... ," ....... " ...... .....

.---.....-...

,

32

I

\1 . . . . . . . . .

i

I!

51
46

I

~[aniloulin

:i

I

21

00
do
do
... ·1
17
15 I
00
do
do
...
15 I 15 \
(10
do
do
...
21
17
00
do
do
... 1 15
29
12.
00 W esleyunllfissionary SocietJ' and I
i
Illdiml Funds ..................... , 18
18,
13.
do
.......................... Miss J. S. Fuller.........
250 00
do
do
...
21
14
Mattawan ............................................. }liss O. T. Gunn ........
200 00 IndiRn Funds ...... ...... ...... ......... ......... .........
Mississaguas of the Credit on the Grand { IJohn Imiolt...............
200 00 IFnnds of Band ...........: ..... ;.......
29
9
RIver ...... ......... .. ...... ............... IAlfred A. Jones .........
200 00
do
and IndlRn If linus
18
9
Shingwank Home ............................ · .... I::ll1mnel Beuuett"............................ Indian Funds and SllhRcriptions ...........
i
8.
9.
10.
11.

II

63

I
I

35
61
38
27
48 iTI~~ ~~l~~~l~f~f~~~ ;~~

I II ~~~~e~f 2b~pils,

head towards the supnot to

I

361

5

\i

26
20
85 \
10
11
23

16
13

i

52!
18
',.
21
47
20
40

I

I

751160
j
10
20 '
5
H

16
34

i-

I

- ...r--"'"

do
......................... :............... jd-race E WiiIiams .... i
rort William, Lake Superior .................. Miss J. Martin ........... ,

R~

t'
1 e ..........................
.
.'J
oonal'lt
"SlgOUC1
/ .P. Aroc.
1 ..........
do
Marh .................................. Louise Couture...........
La.ke of Two Mountains Indians .............. 18ister Ste. Dorothee. }
do
llo
.............. si 8ter Ste. Claude ...
do
do
.............. F~·ere Philip~e............
do
do
.............. ~I1SS A. COUSlllS .........
IroquoJ~ of Cs.ughn»W~g'i ....................... IMr. and Mrs. Fletcher..
Ahenalns of St. FranCIs................... · ...... 1H. TJ. Masta ...............

l

do

St. Franyoi9 de Sales ........... ,,110uise D . .\fauraUIt......

, T o t a ! . . .................... ..:::.::.:.:.

I

I

!

Temisr;amingue ..... : ............................... ' 'Sister St. Antoine ...... j
IroqUOIS of St. RegiS .............................. Mary J. Powell...........
River Desert Indians .............................. Sisters Gertrude and 1
St. MichaeL ............ \
Montagnais (If Lake St. John . . ........... Mdme. L. R. Otis........
PROVINCE OF NOVA

00 Methodist Missionary society ..... '
io
22 1
15000 Indian Funds ........................... ~I~ ~\

I'

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.
u'
w.l cmah
"sof

I 121

:ioo

SC~TlA.

I

-1"0
v"

1·11 [1(\'I·"n
Fune'"
":

00

10 ...... • ...... ·: .... • .. • .. •

Mc~achen

1

150 00 \prUVlllce of Qilebcc IndIan Fund. ......... ......... ........

I

·350 00 Seminary of St. Sulpice ............ , ......... \

247 00
200 00
350
250
290
100
200

.

1/

do
12\SOme children who »ttend,
these schools but rarely 1
12
are not included.
21
156 i

12

d o . . do
.:..........
12 .........
Wesleyan .\1188IOnary SOcIety.....
10 J 11
00 Indian Funds ............ ...... ......... 109 \ 47
00 Indian Funds and Colonial
1
Church Society..................
18
16
34
00 IIndian l<'unds and Provincial Instructiou ......... ......... .........
8 I 20
28 I
00 Indian Funds ........................... 1......... \ .................. \NO return.
00'
do
......... ......... .........
15
16
31

150 00
150 00

I

I'

do
do

I

i

1.. • .. • ..

:.:.:=! 1,762
I1· ........ I'· ........ k,o
~O+""n
,·· ----....

......... ......... .........
...........................

3fl \
22

50
39

I

86 1
61

--1-

I==i==I~1
Provincial and Indian Funds ......
151 16
31 I

1

Total ...... · .. · .. · ........

Whycoc?mah ....................................... iJOhn
..........\
240 00
Eskasome ................................... ' ....... ',R. McNClI ........... · .. · .. ·1 .. ·.. ·.. · ...... : PrOVinCial Funds ..................... 'I==I==I~I
PMV)NCII

o)~~!;Nf~~~~T~I~S~HJ!l

NOR1'H-

TotaL ....................

!,

i==I==I~1

St. Peter's Resorve (Nort.h) .................... W. Leask .................

I

Ii

40000 IIndian Funds; $150 Local Go-I
vernment; $160 balance byl
,
.\
I Assessment ......... ...... . ·· .. 23 20 43
54 1
do
do
(South) ..................... H. A. Ross .................
400 00
do
do
...
27
Fairford River ..... ........................ ......... ........ .................. ......
300 00 l'Indian Funds .......................... ,......... , .................. No return.
Broken Head River ........ ...... ......... . ..... Richard Chief ...... .......
300 00
do
...................... :....
12
8
20
Fort Alexander ..................................... David Rruee...............
250 00
do
................................................. · .... 1
Rossville ............................................... Peter Badger .............. \
300 00
do
...... ......... ..... ......
331 38 1 71 1
Crooked Turn ....................................... J. C. Sinclair .............. Not known Wesleyan Methodist Society......
18
16
34/
Jackson's Bay (Oxford Honse) ................. Not known ...............
do
.. .................. .................. .... ...... ......... ........
40
Ber~n's River ......................................... 1
do
.......... .....
.300 00 Indian Funds .......................... 1........... • ...... 1 30 During the Bummer
W:hlte .Fish Lake...... ......... ......... ...... ......
do
...... ......... :N at known .. Weileyan Methodist Society ...... j.........
60
months.
VICtorIa......... ......... ......... ......... ...........
do
............... 1
do
"
do
do
...... ......... .........
58
Woodville (Pigeon Lake) ....................... 1
do
................ \
do
..
do
do
........................ , 30
Yorleyville (Bow River) .......... :.... .........
do
. ..... .........
do'
do
do
...... i:.:.:=l~ ~I
1

·1

I 271

I

I

1' . . . . : . . . . \'

"I

I

I

I

Total .....................

\""""'1 ......... 1

480

III
I'

I
,ill

I

RETURN

F.-Statement of the condition of the various Indian Schools, &c.-·Oontinued.

~

I
Indian Reserve or Band to which
Schools belong.

Name of Teacher.

I
--PROVINCE

-::-BRITISH

1 Salary per
annum.

i

I

COLUMBlA-.--11'----------I--$

~

From what Fund paid.

"-<

I

cts.I---------------

~

II

~ ~

~
J....

~~

Remarks.

A

~ I ~~

!~,~ ~

-----------

I}

St. Marys ............................................ ;rwo F.athers Oblats ... 1
400 00
Roman Catholic Bishop and {
22 .........
22
do
............................................. rwo SI~ters ofSte. Ann
400 00
Parllamentary Grant.....
.........
32
32
:\'aultimo .............................................. Alfred E. Green .........
500 00 JMethodist Missionary Society.....
13
11 I 24
( Alfred Dudoward ..... }
I
Fort Simpson ..................................... i Angus McKenzie...... Not known .. \Not known ,............................. i ........ \ ......... 1 278,
.
.
l K:,te ~ll?oward .....
!
VICtOrH1 ................................................ !lv!Jss C. J<.lford ............
400 00 , ............................................... 1 141
15\'
29
:Vlellllkahtla ........................................ \wm DlJllcan a:n d Mr'
and Mrs. Collison....
1,50000 !Ch. ;o.f,SS. Society, London, Eng.,
and Parliamentary Grant..... 151 1178. 329
Comox ..................................... , ............ \ReV. J. X. Willcmal' ... Not known .. Society for Propagation of the
,
Gospel......... ......... ..... ......
17
15
321
\
. I1an . ......... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... { D.
'I
75
00
28
15
43
Q lIamlC
r'lT. Holmes
S INew t..................
75
00 } I n d'Ian F nn d S ...................... ..
on .............
J
Kincolith ........................................... ·IRev. Robt. and Mrs.
1
Tomlinson...... .........
250 00 Church J.\oIissionary Society.........
52
48, 100 I

I

I., .

.

l

I

PHOVINCE OF

I'mxcE EDWARD ISLAND.

.

I

Lennox Island .............................. ~=lMal'tin Francis ..........

i

I

J

I

!

I

240 00 Indian

I==I==

--.----

'1'otal..· .. · ...... ·.. ·.. ·..

1,159

F~~~S~~:... ......... ...... ... ........................... No retnrn.

RECAPITULA'l'ro~, SHOWING 'l'HE 'rOTAL NU.MBER OF PUPILS IN EACH PROVINC!!;.
ONTARIO .............................................................................................. :. ......... ......... ...............
1,762

Qm:!ma .......................................................... '........ ...... .................. ...... ........... ......... ............
~EW BI.'GNSWICK

(No schools).
,
NOVA SconA ........... ............................................ ..................... ........................... ......... .........

MANITOBA AND 'I'IIE NOR1'H-WEST TERRI'I'ORIES ......... ......... ........ .......................................... ......
BI<I'rmu COLUMBIA ................................................................................................. ,.. ............
['HINDE

441

79
480

1,159

EDWAIW Tsr,AND (One school; no return).
Total uumber of Pupils .................................................. :........

3,921

1.J

[PART

83-

RETURN G.
CENSUS Returns of the different Indian Tribes in the Dominion of Canada,.
oy Provinces.
PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.

IPopul,tio.
in

Name of Tribe or Band.

I

-----·--------1
Oh~idas, of the Thames ........................................... i
Chlpoewas ,md Munsees, of the Thames ..................... ,
Moravians, of the Thames ...... "......................... · ......
Wyandotts, of Anderdon ........................ ,... ......... ......
Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottuwattamies, of Walpole
'1

Chii;~~:s··~;~d·P~tt~~;·;~t;;~;;;i~~·;·~f s:~~·;i~..:..........:··.::::::: I

Chippewas, of Snake Island ....................................... \
do
Rama .......................................... "...
do
Christian Islaud ...... ..................... ....
Odawahs and Pottawattamies, of Christian Island......
Mississaguas," of Rice, :Mud !1n4 Scugog Lakes .............
Mohawks, of the Bay of Qmnte ................................. 1
Mississaguas, of Alnwick .............. ........... ........ ......
Chippewas, of Sauge~n............ ......... ..... ...... ...... .......
do
Cape Croker ....................................... 1
Christian Island Band 011 Manitoulin Island .............. 1
Six Nations, of Grand River .............................. " ...
.ilfis.sissaguas, of the Credit ........................................ ,.
Chippewas, of Lab; Supel'lor ............ ".....
..... ......
do
Lake Huron ...................................... 1
llIanitoulin IBland Indians.........................................
Carleton Connty
do ......................................... 1
Indians of So nth Lanark..........................................

I

i

from.

"
Decrease.
I
1- - '

I

1.. .............
I..........·....

I

571

2676~

..........................·.·1·.·.·..·......................

mII

~g~

I:::::: ::::::::: ::::::::'.::::::

558
267
76

133
263
1b2

604

..............

13

784

......... ......
3
......
.. ... 1
';
............... 1
8
3 .............. .
300...... ........
2
804
20 I· .... · .... · .. ..

37

302

130
256
190
40

201

196

324
378
87

330
374
92

2,996
211

3,052
203

56 ............. .
......... ......
8

1,488
2,228
1.476
. 21
J7

1,488
2.298
1;492

............................. .
70 ............. ..
1......... 1
..6.................................

i~ Eml~ He~llew·:·::.::::·::::·.:. :.::.:.:.:.:.::. .:·:·.:.:.:::.:::::::::::::'

~~

75
312

21

............... ,

5

6
............ .
...... ........
4
......... ......
5

1

~~

I..............................
I::::::::.:.:::::: :::::::::'::::::

75
312

............... 1· ............. .

17

I·. · ·. . . . . . . . . . . .
____
__
·i ......··· . ·.... ·
I

!__ ~1

Total .......... ·· .... ······ ...... · ..

I Increase.

1--1-604

do
:3outh Nipissing ...................................... J
do
North
do
......................................... 1
North·east shore of Georgian Bay ..............................

1

I

Population
when
last heard

1874.

5~1

15,305

~1===

1.. · .. · ........

·1 .............. ·

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.
Iroquois, of Sault S:. Louis ..................................... 1
do
St. RegIs......... ............................ .... .....

N~Pi~~~l~~~!~;l;<\.I.~~~.~~~~~s.~~~.~~.~~~~.i~:..~:. ~~~.~.~.~.~~~~I
Dese~t

Inrhans ...............................................
Indians of'l'emiscamingue ........................................ 1

RlVer

~~

do

j

~~)~~~ POd~iac:::::: ..::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: \
Hnll ...... ................... ........ ......... ............

i~ ~1~~~~::~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Carried forward. ..........................

.

.

1,557
904

1,511
922

...............
46
J8
............. ..

427
198

506
427
198

......... ......
41
.............. 1.·· ........... .
............... 1 ............ ..

66

66

1:::::::::::::::1:::::::::::::::
I........................... :.

M.
5~~

5~~

!~

~~

:::::::: ::::::::

1=== ===/=== =.=
II

'.

J

'- .

:84
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RETURN G.-Continued.
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.-Oontinued.

Name of Trib~" or Band.

II

Population
when
last
heard I ncrease. D ecrease.

Population
in 1874.

----------I--'--==-j'--'-"~""""""""'''''I''''''''''''''''''
................................. 1...............

Brought forward

Indians of Ken.sington ............................................. ,
do
Bouchette. ... ........................ ..................
do
Tomasine ........................................... · ... 1
do
Kakebouza .......... ......... ...... ......... ...... ......
do
Bowman.. ..... ........... ........... ..... ......... .......
do
Lievres West .... .... ..................................
do
Mulgrave ................................................ j
do
Ste. Angelique ......................................... 1
do
Petite Nation ...... ......... ......... ............ ......
do
Ripon ........ ...... ......... ..............................
do
North Nation ............................................ 1

!~ ~~~~~~~:t:::::::

do

~~

'.: : : : : : : : : .:.:.: : : : : : : : : /

Jolie~te· .. · ........ · ........................ · .... · .... · ..

·1

~i~~~li~~·:::.:::::::::·:::::::::::::::::·:·::::::::·::::: i

do
Ib.erVille .................................................. \
do
Mississquoi. ............................................
do
Shefford ..... ............... ................. ............
do
Maskinonge .....: ...................................... \
do
South St. Maul'lce ....................................
do
North
do
........................ ...........
.A benakis, of St. Francis .., ... ......... ......... ...... .........
do
Becancour ...... ........................... .... ..... •
Indians of Stan stead ................................................

I
!

. ~~ ~~;'tE!~~ :::::: :::::::::::::::::::.::'.:'.:':::::: ::::: ::::::: I

Hurons, of Lorette ......................................... .........
Montagnais, of Lake St. John ................................... \
do
of the Moise, Seven Islands, Betsiamits
and Mingan ..................................................... j
Amalecites, of Viger .............................. ·· ............ · .. 1
Micmacs, of M~ri.a .................................................. I
do
Re,tlgouche ...... ..... ............ ...... ...... .......
Indians of Gaspe Basin ............................................ j
Naskapees, of the Lower :St. Lawrence.......................
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _T_otal. ................................

PROV[;,\CE OF

8
54
. 20

3

1

4
44

1~

I
!

Ii
~

I

I

5

~

Ii ............... : ............. ..

1· .. ···...... ..

........ •.. •..
............................ ..
............................. .

I·· .............··1 ...............
! ............. ..

.. · ..........
,...... ........

.. ..... ..

I..............................
····· ...... ·· ...............

4
44

......... •..... 1.... ··· ....... .
......................... ..

5

r ............................. .

1~
~

7

7

:::::::::::::::1::::::::':::::::

::::::::::::::: j.............
:::::::::::::::..

...............

8
1

8
1

20

20

9
175
317
67

9
175
321
67

)......... ...... ............. ..
/ ...............
4. ............. ..
............... ,' ............. ..

2

...... -..................... .

2

295
284
1,309
136
~7

401

84

Ii ............................ ..

............................. .

I...........

I..............

>0 . .

!...............

~ I::::::::::::::: i:::::::::::::::

~

!

I

2,860

295
245
1,309
132

67
,151

I' ...............

I...............
...............

l. . . .

39

............... 1............. ..
1...... · ........ 1
4

......... ...... .. ............ .
............................ ..

84

:...... .... ..... .. ............ .

2,860

1............... \ ............. ..

358
194
368
206
206

1 ........ · ...... /
4
............................ ..

===

SCOTIA.

I

Indians of Annapelis,
Yarmonthand Shelburnel'
362
do
Lunenburg, Kmgs and Queens ...................... ., ............ \
do
Halifax, Hants, Oumberland and Colchester .................. 1
do
Pictou ...... ...... ............ ...... ........ ...... .........
196
do
Guysborough and Antigonish ................... ,...... ...... ......
do
Cape Breton and Richmond.............. ......... ..................
do
Inverness and Victoria ............. ...... .........
245 \

~
Total
................................

1
9
196
92
8
54
20
3
1

I====i--l-o~l===

~OVA

D~~by,

1
9
196
92

I

~66

251

I' ............................ ..

10

I ........ • .... ..

!............... 1...............

j...............................
6

i ............. ..

1---1".......... ...... ----j'----I---1,849 ............................. .

r
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R'WrtrRN G.-Continued.
PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK.

Name of Tribe or Band.

II

, Population
in 18'74.

I

Population
j
when
I'
last heard Increase. Decrease.
trom.
I

I
I----1--1-..
I!'.....:........................
!
I
·

Indians of Restigouche ............................................ 1
do
Northumberland ........... ...... ................. ....
do
W'estmoreland ......................................
do
Gloucester ........ ... ..... ..... .......... ...............
do
Kent.... ....... ...... ...... ...... ......... ......... .........

~~

~f.c:J~~~;. S~;;b~~j:·Ki·~·g~; ·Q~~~;;~;·o~~it~~l

do
do
do

andYork ............................................. j
Charlotte ................................................ \
Tobique.................. ...... ...... ......... ............
Madawaska .... · ...... · ...... · ...... ·.... · .. · .. ·· ........

l__

.

I

I!

34 ,I
34
457
4 '75
18 ............. ..
122
115 ...............
7
33
34
1 .............. .
257
241 'I...... .........
16
160
160
j.............. .
291
280 1.....·.......... \
11
64
63 .. ....... ......
1
129 i
133 I
4 J ..... : ........ .
~l __ ~ ____
1_i::::.:.:..:.::=

I

Total ...................................................

!

i...............

[,561

.............. \ .............. .

PROVINCE OF MANITOBA AND THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES.

/Lake Manitoba Indians...... .. ...... ...... ......... ...... .. ........
195
Pembina Band...... ..... ....... ......... ............... ...... .... .....
309
Fort Garry Indians ........... ........... ..... ........ ...........
362
Waterhen and Crane River Indians...........................
204
Portage La Prairie Band ........... :............... ...... .........
573
Riding Mountains and Dauphin Lake Indians ............ j
115
Fairford Band (No.1) .............,... ................... .........
90
do
(No.2)........ .................... .................
27'7
Broken Head. River Indians ......... ........... .. ......... .......
90
Fort Alexander Indians.. ......... ...... ......... ......... .........
394
St. Peter's Band...... ...... ...... ....... ........ ...... ......... ......
1,746
Indians of Rainy Lake and Rainy River ......... ..... ......
346
do
Lake of the Woods ........... ......... ....... .. ......
325
do
Shoal Lake ....... .......... ............... ............
102
do
Fort Francis ........ ...... .................. ............
49
Assabaoch Indians. ......... ......... ......... ...... ......... ......
152
Rat Portage
do ............ ......... ........ ..................
64.
English River do .................... : ...........................
110
Hungry Hall do .. ....... ............... ...... ....... ...........
54
Pickerel Lake do ...... ......... ....... ...... ......... .........
113
Flower and Eagle Lake Indians........ ......... ...............
93
Lac SeuI, Trout and Sturgeon Lake Indians ........ ...... ......... .........
Islington Indialli .. ...... ............... ...... ... ..... ............... ......... .........
White Fish Lake Indians •....... ... ...... ..... .... ...... ... ...... ......... .. .......
. Long Sault
do ......... ...... ...... ...... ...... ......... ......... .........
Mille Lac
do ......... ...... ............ ......... ......
77
66 \.
Riviere La Seine ·do ........................... :..............
Lac la CrOIX
do .......................................... ,
94
Kamperneminaseca do ........................... ...............
41
Treaty No.4: .... : ......... ............................................. . ....... .........

1

I

184' ......... ......
11
380 ......... ......
71
32'7 ...... ........
35
220
16 .............. .
479 ......... .....
94 .
141 ...............
~
7'7 ...............
13
168 ...............
109
72 ...............
18
452 I
58 .............. .
1,734
12
457 .•......1.1..1............1.:;; ...
191
93 ...... .........
9
49 I............................. .
154
2 ............. ..
141
'17
239
129 ............. ..
91
3'1 ............. ..
113 ......... ...... .. ............ .
113
20 , ............. ..
344 I ..............................
123 I ............................ .
69 \' ...... ......... .. ............ .
6) I' ........ ·3..7.................. .
114
............. .
100!
34 .............. .
114
20 .............. .
48
'1 , ..... .
4,5'14 ............................ ..

!

'I' ........ ......

I "'"

I·. ·...........

Sl~~,.~~.·..~.·.• :.:.:..·.::;~:::·:·:::::::::::::::::::::::: §.§. -i.~I§. ~~
9-6

J
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RETURN G.-Continued.
SASKATCHEWAN DISTRICT.
--=----.~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I

I

NRme of Tribe or Baud.
\

I

!

: last heard

I

II PODnlation !I Population
1
when!
in 1871.

\

,
-: D
'
Incrca,e. I ecrease.

--------------I-'-----I-=~!----i--~~7ft~~~e rn!ts::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:.:::::: :::::: '::::: II:::::::::::-:
.............::::::!
·.... i:m

Assiniboine

do

Chipwayan

do

i::::::::.:::::::! ::::::.:::::::::

I......·...... ..
......... ;~~~~............. ::: ............ :: .......... :.:.:::::i==l--i~(==!=.<:::

............... ,. ...................... ,. ........ "

1

615

:...............

ATHABASKA DISTRICT.

{?~~~ Cx~e In~~ans:::::::::.::::::::.:.:::
As~inibo}ne

do

~~~~~~;an ~~

:::::::'.::::::::: :::::::::
.................................. :...............

1.::::::::::: .::::: I'
1' . . . . . . . . .

.........

13

l,~~~

.:......... :.:.::.::: ...... ::: ':'::.:::::::::.::'.::::::::::'. :::::::::::: ::::::\

Total ........................ " .....

8~~

I::::::::::.:::: I.. ::,,::::::::::
I.......... ·.... :............. ..

i.===!~98i~=I~=
I
I
,

NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES.
(Exclusive of those inch,ded in Treaties and Saskatchewan and Athabaska Districts.)
(I

I

1

:

Blackfeet, Bloods, Pagans and Circee Indians fre-'I
;
qnenting Fort :McLeod ......................................................... 1
Ass~nibo.in~B frequenting Mis.sion at Bow River ........... !............ ·....
Plam CI.ee, (Upper Battle RIver) ..................... · ...... 1.................. i

·1

P,.oo R,,,,

~=~~u~:;~;··.·· .• · .·. .·.• • .• • • ·.·~ • ·• •.·.I

•.•.••...••. :~

2,100
600
1,000

":~

I.............

.. ............ .

!............... j ............. ..

............... I· .. · .......... .

I.···• • ·f.•~··· •.• •

PROVINOE,OF BRITISH OOLlDIBIA.

t~!iICh~:I~di~;;~'
.::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::.::"::::: :::::: I ~;g~~ .i ~:~~~ \:. :::::::::::::\::::::.:. . ::::::
do .· ................................................ i
I

Oomox

~~~~e~ay ~~ '.:::::::: ...:...... ::.: ..:.... :: .. :::...: ..::...... :....::..:::::
Millbank, Bellacoola Indians .......... ....... ......... ........
Siccane Indians ..................................................... 1
~~i~~':h~an ~~

120

120

I·· ...... ··· .................. .

I

2'1~~ I

2,~~g

................................................. I

2,500!
500,

• I
5,OO~ I

2,500 ............................ ..
500! .....! ...................... .
4,500 I .............. 1.............. .

1,000
1,500

1,000
1,500

I

Quackewlth do ::::::: .. :.... :::: ..: .. :::::: :::::: ::::::::: :::'.::::. ::::::
Tahelies
do ..................................................... 1
Euclataw do ..................................................... \

...

I

1

::::::::::::::::\.:::::'.::::::::

~;~~~ I::::::',::::::::):::::::::::::::

I...............,................
I............................ ..

:~~ ==~~·~·~ I=~=I3l,520 ~=

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _T_o_t_al_.. · .. ..

".-

.:::::::'.::::::::::::':'.::::::

• It has been fonnd that the ligur~s given in the Report oflast year are incorrect.

=.=

t

I

t

.\
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RETURN G.-Continued
PROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
======T=~-~~==~==~~~

N=, of Trib,;, Band.

P0i:'~::,on Iroo,,_ !

IPopolo.on I

-------------------------i-='''~':~,d I
I

\

D"" ,

. __

~

j

302 1............... 1............. .

Indians of Rllpert's House· .... ·· .. ······ ......· .. · .... ····· ....
1
do
Fort Geor~e, Whale River ....... ......... ..... . ......... .........
do
Little Whale River .... ;.............................. ,......... .........

400 ............... 1.............. .
450 ............................. .
l~~ ............................. .

Micmacs .................................................................. 1

302

"

RUPERT'S LAND.

···II ....·..~ ......·..

n ~i~~~!.~~~::~~~;~;;;~~~~:~~·:~~~~~~:i:~:~~~~~:i:::~:~~~~ ~ ~:~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ :! ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~:~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
I

do

'1
?

l

~~

do

~~

do
do
do
do

New Brunswick. ......................................................... ,

150 ............................ ..

Flying Post....... ........ ...... ...... ......... ......... ......... .........

100

~~~~:J:;,:g~~;~.g:~~:::. ':::::":'::::::":"::::::'::'::::::1' ::::::::: ::::::::: 1
~W~ib?~~~~::::::::::::::.:·:·.::::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::; :::::::: :::::::::

\

.I

•

i

J

:::::::::
:::::: :::::::.: ::::::
............................ .

4~~

::::::::::::::: ::::::::: ::::::
"Long Portage Post.................................. :...... ...... ......
50 ............................ ..
Moose Factory ......................................... ' ...... ........ ....
420 ............................ ..
Waswanapee ............................................ ..................
200 , ........................... ..
:.listasine .................................................. .:.:.:.:.::.:.:.:.:.:.:.::.:.:I--~,=.:.:.:.:.::.:.:f===
TotaL.................. .......... .............. ......... ........

RECAPITULA'l'fO=--

j

I

ig~

4,370 ...............

i...............

"howing the total number of Indians in tpe several Provinces of
the Dominion.

Prevince of Ontario ................................................................................................... .
do
quebec .................................................................................................. .
do
Nova Scotia.... ..... ...... ......... .. .................................................................. ..
New Brunswick. ...................................................................................... ..
do
do
Manitoba and the North-West Territories ................................................... ;.
do
British Columbia ....................................................................................... .
do
Princ8 Edward Island .............................................................................. .
Rupert's Land ........................................................................................................... .

15,305
10,809
1,849
.1,561
25,394
31,520
302
5,170

\

Total number of Indians ................................................

91,910

!

/

I

t

/"

f

\

;

,

'1

.i

-,

===========
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REPORT
OF THII

ORDNANCE AND ADMIRALTY LANDS.

,

-

SUMMARY

OF· DOCUltIENTS

SUBMITTED IN EXPLANAfiON OF THE

REPORT OF THE ORDNANCE & ADMIRALTY LANDS BRANCH
OF THE

DEPARTMENT

OF

THE

INTERIOR,

ENDING 30TH JUNE, 18'75.

1. REPORT of the Commissioner of Ordnance and Admiralty Lands, from 30th June,
1874, to 30th June, 18'75.
2. ApPENDIX A.-Statement of Sales of Ordnance Lands, from 1st July, 1874, to 30th
June, 18'15.
3. ApPENDIX B.-Statement of Receipts and Deposits on account of Ordnance Lands,
monthly, from 1st July, 1874, to 30th June, 1875.
4. ApPENDIX B 2.-Statement showing Localities from which Moneys have been
received, from 1st July, 1874, to 30th June, 1875.
t

5. APPENDIX C.-Statement of sums due for Rent and Instalments of Purchase:Money
and Interest, unpaid, 30th June, 1875.
6. APPENDIX D.-Schedule and Statement of Military Properties transferred from
the Department of Militia ana Defence to the Interior, by Order in
Council,125th March, 1875.

[PAIt1' I.]

5

The quantity of land sold during the year was 33,649£ acres, as shown in detail
in the statement marked E, being an increase of 4,575£ acres over the transactions
under this head, of the previous year;· ahd the aggregate price of the land sold was
$,38,065.47.
As was to be expected, from the want of activity in the lumber market, very
little has accrued from that source; and, in accordance with your instructions, the
Visiting Superintendents and Agents of the Department were recently directed to
<lharge only single ground rent, from April 1874, on unworked limits, instead of
dOll.ble, as had been heretofore the practice.
In connection with the general administration of Indian Affairs, several important
matters, some of which had been before the Department for many years, were, during
the past year, brought to a satisfactory conclulilion. Prominent among these, is to be
recorded, as regards the Province of Ontario, a further surrender obtained from the
Chippewas of Sarnia, on the 14th January last, of six of the front lots of their reserve,
abutting on the town of Sarnia.
This surrender was agreed to by the Sarnia Indians, mainly to put a stop to the
complaints of their White neighbours, that they were retarding the growth of the town
of Sarnia, by declining to surrender any of the land for sale.
The ,Vyandotts of Anderdon also surrendered, on the 20th of August, certain lots,
having an aggregate area of nearly 2,700 acres, in the rear concessions of their
reserve in that township, to be disposed of for their benefit .
.~ The desirability of obtaining the surrenders above described, had for a length of
time been urged upon the Department; and with a view to a final determination of
the question, a visit to each locality was made by yourself, at the dates above named,
with the satisfactory results just described..
.
A surrender witS likewise obtained from the Indians owning the St. Peter's
Beserve, in the Province of :M:anitoba, of certain l?ts in the town plot of Selkirk, to be
sold for their beneiit, through which it is expected the proposed Paciiic Railway will
pass.
We have also to record the general satisfaction given to the settlers of the Saugeen Peninsula, by your recent visit to that locality, to enquire into the causes of.
complaint as to overcharge for their lands, which visit l'esulted in a reduction of price·
in such instances as it was found consistent with justice to effect, and in remission of .
interest in almost .all cas~s of settlers on unpatented lands.
A settlement of the long pending claims of the town of Brantford, as representing the Grand River Navigation Company, to certain lands in that vicinity required
in connection with navigation, was also successfully effected through your personal
mediation-the town paying therefor at the rate of above twelve dollars per acre.
And the New England Company were allowed to purchase at the same rate, about six
acres adjoining the land connected with the Industrial Institution of that Society,
their rights to which had long been disputed by the town of Brantford, as representing the Grand River Navigation Company.
By an Order in Council of 22nd July, 1875, the annuities payable under the
Robinson treaty of 1850, to the Ojibewas of Lakes Huron and Superior, were this
year advanced, from less than one dollar per capita in one case, and slightly over that·.
amount in the other, to four dollars, the maximum amount to which, under the termsof those treaties, they could be increased.
This question had been for a long time before the Department, and the increase
this year to their annuities (which it is trusted will be continued) has given great satre
isfaction to the Indians interested.
Among the year's transactions have also to be reported, a survey into lots foragricultural and mineral purposes, of the two ceded tracts designated respectively,
the townships of Laird and Meredith, and lying immediately south and east of the
township of Macdonald, in the district of Algoma, Ontario; also the sub-division into
town lots, of the tracts set apart for that purpose, at Gore Bay, in the.
Township of Gordon, on Manitoulin Island, Ontario, and at-the junction of the
rivers Desert and Gatineau, in the township of Maniwaki, in the Province of

6
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There is also another item which should be credited to this Branch of yourDepartment,-to wit, the amount of instalments on sales made, which have not yet
matured, but which, on the st.rength of instalments already paid, and of the land st.ill
held, as securit.y, are as good as cash. These outstanding instalments (wit.hout. counting the interest which accumnlates as they mature) amount to $83,517.76. Taking
these sums together, the whole amount with which this Branch of your Department
ought righteously to be credited to 30th June, 1875, is $1,017,892. (See Appendix 0).
Of the duties of the office, it may be said that the work done by hand leaves its
own record, while the head work, the labor and research, can only be estimated, and
that imperfectly, by the residuum, which may be given as follows ;.
Number of Assignments registered and certificated..................
91
Letters Patent prepared. ...................................................
125
Letters received, docketed, and registered.............................. 1,100
Letters written, docketed, and registered .....••• ,......................
977
The correspondence, including }'eports, but apart from memoranda, minutes, &c.,.
indorsed on official f'yles, cover 1,082 folios.
.
Surveys have been ordered and are now in progress with a view to sales at
Amherstburg, Ont., and at St. Johns and Ohambly, Quehec, which, under the present.
temporary depression in the money market, it has been thought advisable to defer,.
awaiting improvement.
The same causes have operated against sf\les generally during the past fewInonths.
.
I have also to }eport, that, by an Order in Council of t~e 25th March, 1875, theProperties and Naval Reserve enumerated below were transferred from the Depart-Inent of Militia and Defence to the Department of the Interior ; In the Province of Ontwio.
Ordnance or Military Properties at Queenswn Heights, Navy Island, and Pene-tanguishene, and Naval or Admiralty Reserves in the Oounty of Haldimand, Oounty
.of Simcoe, Oounty of Essex, and on Lake Huron.
.
In the Province of Quebec.
Ordnltnce or MiHtary Properties at l\fontreal, LongueuiI, Hochelaga, Chateau-guay, Sorel, ~md Lake Temiscouata.
In the Province of New Bruryswick.
Military Properties and Rel'erves at St. Johns, County Sunbury, County Char·lotte, County Carleton, County Victoria, County of Restigouche, County of West··
moreland.
Details, specifying the ddferent properties lying and being in the above local
distnets, accompany this report in a eeparate schedule. (See Appendix D.)
Further, by an Order in Council dated 26th April, 1875, extensive and valuable'
Military Properties, lying within and otherwise connected with the defences of the
City of Quebec, shown on a plan frIed and numhered Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, respectively, .
. were transferred from the Department of Militia and Defence to be dealt with by
this Department.
The quantity of land covered by these properties is about 8,500 acres, but the
value is not to be estimated by the acreage. Much of it lies within, or in the immediate vicinity of, large cities, ~uch as l\iontreal, Quebec, Fredericton, and St. Johns,
and,. if judiciously subdivided and sold in lots, would unquestionably realize large
returns.
.
I may be allowed to remark here, that the management of all these additional
properties-not wild lands of the Crown, free from all previous obligations, but
scattered, broken remnants of land, more or less valuable, held under the laws and
subject to the usages of the different Provinces in which they are found, and not free
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from previous obligations-will add greatly to the labor and the responsibility of th.,
officer who has this Branch of your Department in charge.
'
The extra duties which devolved on the Hon. the Secretary of State, and sine.
on the Hon. the Minister of the Interior, in relation to the management of the landi
of the late Bank of Upper Canada, under Orders in Council of the 29th October, 1870,
and 10th Jilly, 1873, continue to be discharged by this Branch of your Department.
The accounts have been kept and recorded, and the correspondence conducted without
any extra charge to the Government. The sales made to the 31st December, 1874,
were to the extent of $123,561. 51, payable by instalments. No sales have been
made since, for the same reasons which have led to the temporary suspension of th~
sale of Ordnance Lands, as hereinbefore stated.
The instalments realized to the 30th June, 1875, amount to $70,870.68; expenses,
nil. It is contemplated to renew these sales in the approaching autumn.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
WILLIAM F. COFFIN,

Commisrdoner oj Ordnance and Admiralty Lands.

[paT II.]

A.
ORDNANCE LANDS.
STATEMENT of Sales made during the Year, commencing 1st July, '1874;
and ending 30th June, 18'75.
==============================~====T=.----

Number
of
Lots sold.

Locali ty.

I

Amount
S ld ti
0
or.

---'---------- - - - - - - - - - - - ---- --'-'--

.
Sorel .................................................................................................. .

4

13333

Nepean ......................... _................................................ _....................... ..

3

436 10 '.

:~:: ..::..:.::..:.::::::.::::.:::.:....:::.::.:.:.::::::: ...:..::.:.:::::::.:.:.:.::.:::::::I

.

$

(lts.

37

4,86000

87

15,832 65

4

6,45000

Tay .........................................................................................................

6

Ottawa ................................................................................................. ..

40~

1-----,

9732
7,93024

$35;739 '64

WILLIAM F. COFFIN,
Commissioner of Ordnance and Admiralty Lands.
WILLIAM MILLS,
Accountant.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
ORDNANCE LANDS BRANCH,
OTTAWA, September 13th, 1875.
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B.
STATEMENT of Receipts and Deposits on account of
CASH RECEIVED.

II
II
1\
--------'
------1--·I
I

R

Date.

1874.

i

. t .
egIs ratIOn
Fees.

$ cts.

July

31 To Receipts for month ...

August

31

do

••••. 1

September 30

do

......

31

do

.•.... 1

14 80

November 30

do

...... \

17 40

do

...... \

13 70

October

December.31

I

1875.
January

.February

31
28

I
!

4 20
11 40

3 80

do

......

do

...... \

do

...... I1

21 40

do

...... 1

23 20

I

rent
or ~terest,
EqUIvalent
to Rent.

I

I
I

I
I

4 60 _

I

$ cts.

Principal.

ITotalAmount

:1

724 78

$ cts.

$ cts'l

1,443 58

2,172 56

2,706 78\

5,584 741

8,302 92

1,274 88 \

4,704 53

5,983 21

I
I
1,539 77 I
I
636 58

1,395 22

1,21481

4,93341
3,219 36

I
I

I
I

2,046 6o.
6,165624,772 83-

6,641 22/

7,225 35

3,167 01

5,054 64

!

1,400 95[

1,749 03

2,53254\

3,180 54

579 53 I
1,866231I
324 88

•

i

March

31

April

301

do

...... 1

6'()0

64200\

May

31

do

...... \

9 30

920 30

June

30

do

•..... \

640.'1

I

1,17682

722 51
1,52830

I

1,652 11
2,711 52

---1---,---1-----I

DE~ARTMENT

136 20 I

13,607 36 1

OF THE INTERIOR,
ORDNANCE LANDS BRANCH,
OTTAWA, September 13th, 18'15.

37,273 37 1

51,016 93
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Ordnance Lands, from 1st July, 1874, to 30th June, 1815.
CASH PAID.

I

CR.

Paid into the Bank of Montreal at

j

Date.

I Ottawa..

Total
FrederieSt.
,
ton,
Catha- COrnWalljAmount.
N. B.
rines.

Toronto. ,Kingston Montreal. London.

1

-1~:.-1--$ ets.
July

31

August 31
Sept.

30

I

2,13351
4,66731

I 1,75919,

$ cts. - $ cta. --$ ets:

--$-cts.I-~-:·

$ ets: - ; cts.

$ ets.

39 05 ...................................................................... \ .............. 1 2,172 56
778 58 2,857 03 ........................................................ ,............. 8,302
326 90 3,77212

9~

12500 .............. ......... :... ,.............. .............. 5,983 21

~::. ::1 5,::~:~ ~:::: 1,~:::: I::::::::. .':::: :::::::::::::: .:::::::.::::: :::::::::::::: .:::::::. . :::: ::::::
'Dec.

31

Jan~875·31

Feb.

28

March

4,69783..............

41,'°2426° 3°8311 ....4.8..0...3..4..

7500

\1

I ........................................................ 1..............

155,,1 .............
20640

1

60 00 "6,000 00 \ ...........

I..........................................

1,505611

3140

16415 ........................... \ .............

30

2,598991

401 40

180 15 ............................ 1.. ............

- May

31

1,50086..............

3° 1_2,39373)

478711,74903

1.:............ ........ .....

.........

3,180 54

15125 ............................ 1.............. \...........................: 1,652 11

22079 1_9700

132,104 "1',60<) 18

7,22535

1 121 52 .............. 1 5,054 64

.1...............

31

_ April

Jupe

..1. .............

4,77283

9,'"

I. . . · . . . =~=

,,112500

5<)

:==~~~~

00 6,00000 I m 52 1 <7 "1,,,016 "

" This amount was paid into the People's Bank of New Brunswick, and was refunded by Official' .
cheque, 3rd May, 1875.

WILLIAM F. COFFIN,
Commissioner of Urdnance and Admiralty

WILLIAM MILLS,
Accountant.

•

Lands~
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B.-2.

ORDNANCE LANDS BRANCH.
STATEMENT shewing the several Localities on account of which moneys
have been recei,ed, 1st July, 1874, to 30th June, 1875.

Locality.

Amount.

- - - - - - - - - - - - --$
Ottawa (City) ......... ......... ...... .........
Prescott......... ........ ......... ......... ......
Kingston (City) ......... .....................
;Toronto ......... ............... ......... .........
Amherstburg. .......... ......... ... .........
Nepean........... ......... ......... ...............
Gloucester ........... ......... ......... .........
Wolford ... ......... ............... ...............
. S()uth Crosby.......................... .........
PIttsburg " ....... ...... ............... .........
Grenville.. ......... ...... ......... ......... ......
Chatham .................... ...... ...............
<?aril}on......... ......... ......... ..............

Locality.

Amount.

~.I------·------I--$-cts.

'18,908
1,071
7,251
4,892
496
5,086
1,866
161
160
233
32
139

23 iElmSlE'Y ." ...................................... 1
99 IFredericton, N.B ............................. i

85 lKingston Mills............... ..................
49 IILyon's Oreek. .. "............ ..................
53 i Marlborough... ....... ...... .... ...... .........
83 ! Niagara ..........................................
13 I North Gower............................. ......

Sarnla ........•.............. :...................

400011

30

40 00
29 76
121 53
2 85
143 33
97 32
12 00
96 eo

----

921 09 i
,
50,880 73
574 46 ,'Sundry places (registration fees) ......
136 20
4787
--1,774 59
Total amount.................
51,016 93
581 54 I

I

WILLIAM F. COFFIN,
Commissioner of Ordnance and Admiralty Lands.

WILLIAM MILLS,
DEPARTMENT

0()

10 25
36 00

92 I Pelham Farm................................... ,
64 Storrington ..................................... 1
84 Sorel.. ......... ......... ............ ..... ..........
35 Tay ...... ......... ...... ... ...... ......... .........
00 St. Johns, Q........ .......... ...... ...... ......
1 05 .Windsor..........................................

Fort Erie.............. .......... ................
. Three Rivers .............,............. ........
Cornwall............................. ,...........
Chambly.. ............... ....... ......... .........
Coteau du Lac ........ ... ..... ...... .........

19 30
6,000 00

Accountant.
THE INTERIOR,
ORDNANCE LANDS BRANCH,
OTTAWA, September 13th,·1875 .
OF

..

•
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C.

ORDNANCE LANDS BRANCH.
shewing the amounts due on account of Rent and Instalments
of Purchase Money and Interest, remaining unpaid 30th June, 1875,
and the further sums required to be paid (without interest), in order to
complete purchases.

STATEMENT

I,
Locality.

I

I -

Amount
,
Additional
Rent due
, f I stalment
Instalments re-I
I and remB;~ing I o n and
s 1 ~ui:ed til be t
Total Amount.
,
unpal
I Interest unpaid
pal In or er 0
30th June, 1875. I 30th June 1875.
complete pur,
(hases.

I

I
I
- - - - - 1 - '--1-·---,------' - - '
$ cts.
$ cts.'
$ ets.
eta.
Ottawa (City) _............. I
11,289 20
9,295 40
9,258 00
29,842 60
Nepean .......................... ,
3,9lO 73
2,266 36
4,150 29
10,327 38
I

:1\

Gloucester............ .........
3 00
1,555 l'I'
Gower (North) ............... I ........................ :..
11970
Oxford ........ : ................. 1
8 00 ......... ......... .........
Marlhorough ................. 1
20 00 .................. .........
Wolfard............... .........
1,020 00
11788
Elmale Y ........................ \'
9 70
Crosby (Routh).............. ...... ...... ............... .
279 88
Pittsburg ....... ............ ......... ..................
197 16
Kingston Mills ............... \
'{ 50 ......... ..................
Grenville........ ...............
21 18 ...........................

1,993 08
10500
............ ...... .........
...... ....................
362 72

3,551 25
22470
8 00
20 00
1,500 60
9 70
1,149 08
197 16
7 50
21 18

I........................................·· .. ·......... 1

g;?I!~~'::~:~::::::·:·::::::::1

869 20
........................... 1
.................... ......

<'....... ..................

2H ~g I~::::::::::::::::::::::::::
. . . . . . . . . . . . . : : : : : : : : : : : : : :1

2E ~g

St.John's, P.Q..............
63320
j........................... ,
63320
Three Rivers ................. , .................. :........ ......... ......... .........
2,611 21
2,611 21
Chambly ........ ............... ...... ............... ......
475 57 I
2,881 63
3,357 20
Coteau du Lac ................................................................... ,
245 20
245 20
Cornwall ....................... , ........................... \........................... ,
176 00
176 00
Prescott .................. · .... 1· .... ·...... ......... ......
34 20
5,330 70
~,364 90
Kingston (City) ....................................... '
513 12
41,405 83
41,918 95
Stamford ...... .. ............. \
18 00 ..........................
18 00
Fort Erie ....·.... ..............
8,467 32
1,270 02
1,026 85 ,
10,764 19
Nottawasaga ........... ......
74 60 ..................................................... \'
~4 60
Toronto ....................... \.......... ................
3,580 14
1l,976 40
15,556 54
Burlington Heights ................................. ,
297 49 ...... ............ ........
297 49
Pelham Farm ... "".....................................
29400 I
294 00
Amher5tb Irg ... "............ 1........................ "
21388
43850
.65238
'
Penetanguishene ............
22476. , _ _ _ _39315 _ _ _ _61791

I

I

I......... .... ..... ... ...... I

I. ·................ .......

/===:.:.:.::.:.::..:.:.::..:.: ____
I
25,775 29 i
20,440 73 1

83,517 76

129,733 78

WILLIAM F. COFFIN,
Commissioner oj Ordnance and Admiralty Lands.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
ORDN4NCE LANDS BRANCH,
OTTAWA, September 13th,

WILLIAM MILLS,
ACC01,mtant.
1815.
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AP.f:'ENDIX D.
I

DEPARTMENT OF MILITIA AND DEFENCE,
STORE BRANCH,

16th March, 1875.
Properties in charge of the Department of Militia and Defence, not now required
for Militia purposes, and which it is proposed should be transferred to the Department of the Interior.
PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.

Queenston.
A.

The Reserve vested in the Trustees of Brock's Monument.

~

R.

P.

40 0 0

Navy Island.
Now leased to Wm. Haskins, of Hamilton, for 21 years,
from 1st January, 1873......................................

3t}4 0 0

Penetanguishene.

So much of Reserve and also buildings now occupied by
Juvenile Ueformatory ........................................ Area unknown
NAVAL RESERVES.

Oounty Haldimand.

Reserve at mouth of Grand River ............................ .
Barbet Point.......................................... ,
Mohawk Bay....................................... .

219 0 0
48 2 32
20 0 0

Oounty Simcoe.

Reserve in Township of King and Tay, south-east side of
Penetanguishene Harbour .............................. .
Reserve in east branch of Hol1and River, in town plot
of Gwilliambury, Lots 49, 50, 51 and 52, west side of
Meadow Street. Reserve, Lot 13 in Township of
Vespra ........................................................ .
11th Concession .............................................. .

389 0

0

400
200 0 0

County Essex.

Reserves at Point Pelee in the Township of Mersea....... 3,000

0

~

"

Lake Huron.
Lot 1, in 1st Concession of Island of St. Joseph, with
broken point to south of same................. ..... ......
South~half of Lot 6, in 9th Concession in Milford Haven

500 0 0
106 0 0

15
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PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

Montreal.
The Rochelaga Barracks and Military Prison, now leased
for 3 years from 1st November, 1873, to Messrs. D.
Macdonald & Co.;..............................................
Logan's Farm, now leased to Corporation of Montreal for
10 years, from 1st May, 1875.......... ..................
Farm at Longueuil, now leased to J. Hardi-e, for 10 years,
from 1st May, 1875...................................

A.

R.

P.

2

3

8l

121

3 12

190

0 14

Chateauguay.
The Reserve........................................................

5

0

0

Sorel.
The lands known as the Seigniory of Sorel with Island.s
_opposite...... . ...................................................

993

0

9

Temiscouata.
The :Reserve .......... : .................... .'........................ .

11

2: 10

That portion of the barrack property, in the City of St.
John, proposed to be surrendered to the Corporation
by an arrangement made with the Mayor of that
city by the Major-General Commanding........ .... . .

14

fJ

0

County Sunbury.
Reserve, at Oromoctoo. . . . . . ..... . . . . ........ . . . . . . . . . •

200

0

0

8

(J

0

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK.

St. John.

County Charlotte.
Reserve at Beaver Harbour, leased to Chris. Ceoss, jun.,
for 7 year~, from 1st lIfay, 1866 ...................... .
Eesel've, Pomroy Bridge, on the Magaguavic River,
leased to H. Gilmour, yearly lease .................. .
County Carleton.
Reserve at Presqu'isle, on the River St. John, leased to
i\1~ssrB. Stickney & Turner, yearly lease...... . . . . . . .

620

676

0

0

County Victoria.
Reserve at the Grand FaHs, River 8t. John..... ..........
97 S 0
uo
leased to Wm. Lawler, on a 10 years' lease, fi'om
hit November, 1):)73....... ....................... 1,436 2 0
Rei'e,,-e, leased to Thomas Temple, on a 7 years' lease,
fl"JID 1st June, 1870................ ..........................
10 0 0
Re_-cl've, lea",ed to Alex. WadJell, on a 7 y@ars' lea':le.
j','um bt October, 186H...... .................................
4 0 •
Rm'l'l'v~\ <tt Little Falls, River Mauawaska, leased to Wm.
mel';:;on, yearly leaoe ........................................ - 20 3 28

16
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CrYUnty Restigouche.
Reserve at Dalhousie, Bay of Chaleur ....................... .

A.

R.

P.

18

0

0

72

0

0

County Westmoreland.
Reserve known as Fort Cumberland, leased to James
Louerson, yearly lease ..................................... ..

8,718

•

(Signed,)

2 28?r

THOMAS WILY, Lt.-Col.,

Director of Stores.
I concur.
(Signed,)

E.

SELBY SMITH,

Militia General.
19th March, 1875.
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REPORT OF DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR.

DEPARTMENT

THE INTERIOR,
DOJlflNION LANDS BRANCH.
OTTAWA, 31st October, 1875.

OF

To the Honorable DAVID LAIRD,
Minister of the Interior.
SIR,-I have the honor to submit the following Report in connection with the
transactions of this Branch for the current year up to this date, which, having
proved to be a more convenient time to close operations, in yiew of the preparation
of the Annual Report, than the 31st December as suggested last year, is now proposed
with your approval to be substituted for the latter.

GENERAL BUSINESS .
. This has been more or less affected as to extent, by the universal stagnation in
trade and consequent scarcity of money; and further, as I'elates to the lands in the
Province of Manitoba and the North West Territories, by the ravages committed by
the grasshoppers.
The correspondence of the Branch shows the foHowing results, that is to say : Letters received .............................................. 1,97~
do
sent .................................................. 2,189
The latte!', with subject reports, cover 3,219 folioR.
rhe businestl of the Winnipeg Office shews:Letters received.............................................. 2,300
do
sent. .............................................. 2,660
Total ............................. 9,123
The COITetlpondcnce as above is dispi'oportionate to the quantity of land entered,
as will hereafter appear, a considel'able portion of the same, however, iR in the nature
of conveying information in reply to enquiries from parties outside wishing to settle
in the country, and will doubtless bear fi'uit in due time accordingly.

SURVEYS.
The sUl'veys effected, and by whom, are set 10rth I:>hortly in schedules in
Appendix 2; they may be summarized as follows : Townships subdivided ~O, Block lines run and marked 1,020 miles.
Indian Reserves surveyed,' 12; exclusive of the respective sUl'veys in progress
d'
at the Lake of the Woods, by Dominion Land Surveyors, Messrs. Miles
Appen IX 3. and Eayne, having for their object the location, at certain points, of the
several Reserves set apart for the Indians at that Lake.
9----8~
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The Survey of the Reserves for the several Bands on the Rainy River is being
carried out by Mr. Forneri, D.L.S., in connection with his contract for the subdivision
of the townsh.ips fronting on that River, which latter will probably be completed by
July next.
The Block Surveys have been located with a v!'ew to effecting the subdivision
of the townships along the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, between the Lake of
the Woods and Fort Pelly; also easterly of the Lake of the Woods to the Rainy Lake.
'The work of D. L. S. Reid in the latter region, alluded to in the i'eport of this
Branch of last year, was satisfaetorily completed, and, in compliance with your
instructions to that effect, contracts have been given respectively to :M:essrs. Forneri, of
Thunder Bay, and Stewart, of Collingwood, Domi.nion Land Surveyors, for the sub·division of certain townships embracing the frontage, throughout,on the Rainy River,
togeth€r with five whole townships in rear. These townships will probably be com,pleted by the spring of next year.
TOWN PLOTS.

Effect has been given to your instructions relative to laying au t the Town Plot
-called" Selkirk," situate on the east side of the Red River, at the crossing of the
latter by the line of Canada Pacific Railway; also l'Cspecting that in the vicinity of
.Fort Frances, on the Rainy River, named by you" Alberton. "
These are both about completed, the former having been surveyed by Mr. Harris"
and the latter by ~Ir. Caddy, Dominion Land Surveyors.
TIMBER LIMIT SURVEYS.

'fhe :mrvey of Big Black Island, in Lake 'Winnipeg, granted on certain conditions as a Timber Limit to Dr. Bown, was completed last year by Mr. Kennedy,
D. IJ. S., who also effected a trigonometrical survey of a eonsiderable portiou of the
northern part of the Lake of the Woods in connection with the location of the limits
leased to Messrs. Fuller & Company.
This survey, however, although contributing much valuable information in respect
of the coast lines, islands, channels, &c., &c., of the Lake, was by your orders discontinued, in consequence of the expense involved, and Messrs. Fuller & Co. have been
informed that the cost of completing the survey of their limit will have to be borne
by themselves.
The survey of Mr. Powler's limits, on Rainy Lake, was completed and reported
on by lVIr. Sinclair, D.L.S., in February last.
A number of minor services, also, in the Surveys Branch, were completed during
A
d'
the season, which are set forth in the report of A. H. Whitcher, J<Jsq.,
ppen IX 3. one of the Inspectors of Surveys.
SIEJIAL SURVEY. "

Attention is called to the report of Mr. Lindsay Russell, As:;istant SUl'veyorGeneral, on this subject, by which it will be seen that notwithstanding the severe
"
affiiction which befel Mr. Russell, who received a compound fracture of
AppendIX 1. the leg by accident, ,vhile engaged on the work at the beginning .of the
season; and which has incapacitated him from further active exertion in the field
for the time being, fair progress has been made.
The discovery of an extensive tract of excellent land to the westward of Fort
Ellice, on the line of the l02rid Meridian, is of much importance, and will be received
with satisfaction, especially as the prevalent idea has hitherto been that the lands in
that"part of the Territory were unfit for settlement. It is confidently hoped that
during the continuance of this survey, many discoveries of a like character will be
made, removing existing illusions as to the character of the soil and timber in many
parts of the North-West Territories.
Mr. Russell's sugo-estions respecting the conduct of the survey during the ensuing
season, called for by the necessi ty of restricting the expendit~re in connection there-
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with within the narrowest possible limits, as also his p~oposals respecting the registration of meteorological and atmospheric phenomena, are recommended to your favorable consideration.
DISPOSAL OJ!' LANDS.
The depression in business matters which has prevailed during the past year, not
alone in the Dominion, but all over the civilized world, and the destruction of the
crops in Manitoba by grassboppel's already alluded to, have operated to dis·
courage settlementin the Province during the past season. Notwithstanding these
most serious drawbacks, however, the progress made has been remarkable, justifying
the assertion that :Manitoba has taken a firm hold on the public mind in the older
Provinces of the Dominion and in Europe as a valuable field for colonization.
A large additional settlement of Mennonites has been formed on the lands which,
on your recommendation, were set apart for the purpose, comprising the following
townships on the west side of the Red River, that is to say:RANGE.

To\vnship
do
do
do
do
do
do

1,
1,
1,
1,
1,
1,
1,

............................................................... . 1 East.
2 and 3 .................................................. . 1 West.
2 and 3 ................................................... . 2 do
2 and 3' ................................................... . 3 . do
2 and 3 ................................................... . 4 do
2 and 3 .................................................. .. 5 do
.............................................................. . 6 do

These people have made a commencement in the way of building houses and
stables, breaking-up the prairie, &c., which promises to place them rapidly in as comApp nd' 2 fortable a position ·as their brethren enjoy who settled on the reserve ion
e IX • the east of the River, the year before last. Respecting the latter, attention is drawn to the Report of Mr. Codd, Agent of Dominion Lands.
The measures taken by you during the past season to provide lands for a colony
of Icelanders, have already commenced to bear fI·uit.
While in Winnipeg during the beginning of the current month, I had the satiofaction of witnessing the arrival, by steamer, of some three hundred of this people.
They were en route to their Reserve on the west shore of Lake Winnipeg, in charge of
the Rev. Mr. Taylor, their agent, and it was gratifying to see that they carried with
them evidences of thrift and self-reliance.
I think the site for their settlement has been judiciously selected in view of their
peculiar habits and occupations, and do not doubt ofthe success of the colony.
Unlike the Mennonites, the Icelanders, as might be expected, require to be
situated on the shores of an expanse of water. Here they will be congregated in
long narrow villages close to and paralled with the shore for convenience of fishing,
boating, &c., having their farming and pasture lands in rear, which latter, respectively,
A ~ndix 3. !t is presumed, will .be held, more or less, ~y each commu.nity or ".illage,
pp
III common. The VIllage plot referred to III the report of Mr. WhItcher,
Inspector of Surveys, was laid out by Mr. D. L. S. McPhillips, by my instructions,
on the request and according to the design of Mr. Taylor, with which view the
Surveyor accompanied the colonists to Lake Winnipeg, on the 13th instant.
The plot consists of a double row of lots, each lot 300 feet square with a road
allowance or street along in front and rear, with cross streets (between lots) connect·
ing these at convenient distances.
No progress has been made during the past season, for the reasons hereinbefhre
given, in either the Scotch or Danish Settlements, of which Mr. David Shaw and Mr.
Robert F. lwwan are respectively the promoters.
I understand, however, that active steps will be taken during the coming season
to induce immigration into both these reservations, in accordance with the spirit of the
arrangements respectively entered into with the Government.
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The Homesteads entered to date, during the year, number 499, representing
79,840 acres of Free Grant Lands.
The lands embraced in Interim entries to homesteadm's, being quartel'-sectiuns
respectively, adjoining homesteads, for which the homesteader can claim a patent at
the end of three years, on fulfilment of his homestead conditions and payment of one
dollar an acre for the land, amount to some 61,553 acres.
The Sale entries comprise 5,008 acres, of which 4,642 acres were paid for in cash,
and 366 acres in Military Bounty Land Warrants accepted as cash, while the lands
entered by IYIilitary Bounty Warrant amouut to 16,876 acres.
On the whole, considering the various disadvantages under which the Province
has laboured during the past year, the number of entri'es, especially those of
homesteads, cannot be regarded as other than very encouraging, shewing as it does
an addition, estimating five to a family, of some two thousand five hundred souls
to the population of the Province.
The generous action of the Government in forwarding provisions and seed grain
for distribution among destitute settlers has caused the most lively satisfaction in the
Province. This, added to the regulation previously adopted ~n your recommendation,
by which those settlers who had suffered the loss of their crops from gmsshoppers,
and who desired the privilege in order to enable them to work elsewhere to get money
to support their families, were allowed to absent themselves for a twelve-month from
their respective homesteads, such time to count towards their three years' settlement,
has effectually operated to allay any discontent which might, and naturally would,
with the suffering entailed on many poor families by an entire loss of crops, have
made itself apparent.
As matters now stand, the swarms of locusts which caused such havoc in the
Province during the past two seasons, having disappeared without, as formerly,
leaving any eggs in the soil, the settlers have every prospect ofa complete immunity
from this pest, at least during next year, and it is hoped, for a number of years in
the future, und are jubilant in consequence.
Descriptive Re})orts of the townships surveyed during the past season, made
up from the surveyors' Returns will be fund in the Appendix.
It is proposed to have an additional number of these printed with a view to attaching the same to the descriptive reports, previously pubiished, of the other
Appendi~ 6. townships surveyed, which were arranged in pamphlet form for distribution to parties requesting information respecting the character of the
lands. There is at present, on hand, in this Branch, some hundreds of this pamphlet
which will thus be rendered complete to date.
DOl\nNIO~

LANDS ACT.

Although, as you are aware, the Act has on the whole worked satisfactorily, there
are certain important details connected with the operation of the homestead
clauses in which it may be Improved.
These, together with certain other amendments and additions which suggested
themselves during your personal experience of th.e practical working of the law when
in Manitoba and the North-West Territories last year, are covered by the following
list, which, if approved by the Government, it is respectfully recommended may
be made the subject of legislation during the ensuing Sessio.n of Parliament, that is
to say:1. To rendcr females, not being heads of families, ineligible to enter for homesteads.
2. To amend Sub-Section 5 of Section 33, with a view to effectually checking the
operations of parties, who, it would appear, make a business of what is termed
" jumping" homestead claims.
.
3. To cbange the form of affidavit of persons applying for leave to be entered for
a homestead right, by making 'imperative, actual residence on, as well as cultivation
of the land.
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4. To amend Sub-Section 12 of the Section mentioned, so;as to provide that, in th~
case of both parents dying leaving children under age, the executor 01' guardians of
such children, with the approval of a Judge in the Province, may sell the land for the
benefit of such children, but for no other purpose; the purchaser in such case to
receive a patent for the land as purchased. As the law now stands, such purchaser
would only acquire the homestead right. This, in the majority of cases, would
realize for the children little, if any, more than the mere value of the improvements ~
but, if sold as proposed, to include the soil as well, would be likely to produce quite a
sum for the benefit of the infants. The law stands in this way in the United States.
5. To provide under Sub-Section 16 a, for dealing in a special manner with can·
celled homei:lteads.
5 a. To secure a person holding a homestead entry in possession of the land
entered, as against trespassers.
5 b. To give power to the Minister to waive certain requirements of the homestead law in the case of settlement and cultivation of the land by communities; such,
for instance, as Mennonites or Icelanders.
,
'6. To add to the exemptions from homestead entry under Sub-Section 18, lands
strictly hay lands; also those valuable for stone quarries, or containing a niill site
or mill sites.
7. To provide that, in certain cases, leases may be given for a term of years for
tracts of Janq. for l)asturage, also of lands for hay-cutting; the rent thereof in either
case to be fixed by public auction, or otherwise, at the discretion of the Minister of the
Interior.
.
8. To amend Section 60, by providing that, in certain cases of timber cutting by
trespass on Dominion Lands, in default of the fine imposed thereon being paid, that
such fine and costs may be realized by summary process.
A few other and minor amendments should be embodied, and Section 108, for which
there is no longer any necessity, expunged.
In connection with possible legislation upon the Act, it is desired to offer lot'
your consideration a few observations on the expediency of providing for the encouragement of a higher degree of proficiency among gentlemen holding Commissions as
Dominion Land Surveyors.
The subject has suggested itself in connection with the character of the Surveys
of the Depat'tment now in progress, and with those which will doubtless be neCessary
in the future development of the North West rrerritories.
So far the block and subdivision Surveys have hardly extended b,:,yond the mere
threshold of the vast and yaluable estate owned by the Dominion in the North West,
but already public attention has been attracted to various points far beyond, as for
instance the Saskatchewan and Peace River valleys; the belt of country adjoining,
to the east, the Rocky Mountains, &c., &c., where within a few years detached settlements will spring up in favourable locations calling for surveys which although, of
necessity, isolated, will require to conform to those already established under the
system fixed by law.
~
To originate and extend the Dominion Land Surveys from these points in such a
manner as to form one harmonious whoJe when the intervals are filled up, involves
the independent and precise determination of such points by scientific means as to
position, the latter being referred to stations in the system, of previously established
latitude and longitude.
The future succesHful administration of this immense area will further necessarily involve, from time to time, the conducting of extensive topographical and exploratory surveys for the Government.
.
It is believed that the additional field for distinction which the acquisition olthe
North West Territories is lik~ly to afford, will act as an incentive to the cultivation by Surveyors generally, and especially by future candidates, of a higher degree of pro·
fici@ncy than ~circumstances have so far appeared to require from the profession.
It is not proposed to make the examination for an ordh1ary Commission as a
Dominion Lands SurveJor any more stringent than at present, but simply to provide
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in addition that gentlemen now in the professIon, as also those who may at future
examinations apply t.o enter it may, should they so desire, having given notice to
that effect to the Board, be subjected to a more extended and severe examination in
the several sUQjects indicated by the Act; those passing such additional examination
to have the fact certified by the Board.
HALF-BREED LAND AND SCRIP COMMISSION.

J. M. ]1:achar and Matthew Ryan, Esquires, Barristers, who were appointed to
to this duty by Commission under the Great Seal, dated 5th May last, have nearly
closed their investigations.
The number of claims which they have so far enquired into, and in ]'espect of
.
which sworn testimony has been taken, amount in all to 9,293. The details
AppendiX 4. showing the numbers of the different classes, &c., will be found in the
Appendix hereof.
. .
Preparations are now being made to issue patents to those Half-breed children
over eighteen years of age to whom allotments have been made and whose claims
have been recommended by the Commissioners j as also for the issue of scrip to those
entitled, and it is hoped that the next annual report of this Branch will show that all
arrears of this character have been wiped off.
The reports of the Commissioners go to show that a very considerable number
of new claims have been preferred by parties whose names were not entered upon the
i'olls of the Census effected by Lient.-Governor Archibald in December, 1870.
On the other hand, a number of those who were actually entered on the (Jensut3
rolls have failed to prove their right before the Commissioners t.o participate in the
Land Grant, and it is probable that the one class as to numbers may offset the other,
or nearly so.
At the same time, a new distribution of the lands which had been allotted to
persons who have failed to substantiate their claims, will·ln due time require to be
made among new claimants.
It is gratifying to know that the Commission has effected so much work within
the time; and that the duties appear to have been administered well, and with
great satisfaction to all classes in the Province, not a single complaint, so far as I am
aware, having been made of the manner in which the Commissioners have conducted
their investigations.
PATENTS FOR THI3J OUTER TWO MILES.
.
No patents have as yet been issued for lands in the Outer Two Miles, awaiting
the settlement of a number of claims in the shape of parks claimed under the
Manitoba Act; also of Homestead and Hudson Bay Company lands, located previous
to the Order in Council granting the Hay-lands to proprietors of the River fronts, &c.
These questions however, are under consideration, and it is hoped will shortly be disposed of, when the work of issuing pll-tents will be proceeded with.
PATENTS ISSUED.

The number of patents issued since the last report, is as follows:IIomesteads..................... .............................................
9
Sales ............................................................................. 61
Lands entered by ]:[ilitary Bounty Warrants...... ... ............ 92
Lands claimed under the Manitoba Act ............................... 302
Total ............................................................ 46·4
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BOARD OF EXAMINERS.
The Board for examining candidates for commissions a~ Dominion Land Surveyors, provided for under the 74th and certain following sections of the Dominion
Lands Act, held a meeting at Winnipeg, pursuant to notice given in the Canada
Gazette, on the 10th day of June last, and remained in session during the week following, on which occasion Messrs. George ~IcPhillips, of St. Charles, Manitoba;
John Francis, of Winnipeg, Manitoba; Robert Bourne, of Winnipeg, :Manitoba; Wm,
Crawford, of Milverton, Ontario; and H. ~L Kingston, of Toronto, Ontario, passed
the necessalY examination anJ obtained commissions to practise as Surveyorf1. of
Dominion I . ands.
.
POREST TREE CULTURE.
Any system by which the planting of forest trees could be generally illtrou uced
on the prairies of Manitoba and the North-West would be of the greatest possihle:
importance in view of' climatic and economic results, arid from the intere:3t which I
am aware you have taken in the subjeCt, and the opinions which you have expressed
thereon, I feel emboldened in giving the question a short chapter in this report.
Public attention in the United States having been drawn to the expediency of"
encouraging the cultivation of forest trees on the Western prairies, the Federal
Government took the matter up, and an Act was passed by Ovngress in 1873 with that,
view. This was amended last year, and by its provisions a person may1. Enter public land up to the extent of 160 acres for timber culture.
2. He must break and plant one·quarter of the land entered.
3. One·.fourth of this area must be planted within two years, one-fourth morewithin three years, and the remaining one-half within four years from the da!e of"
~~

,

4. The trees must be not less than twelve feet apart each way, and must bekept
in a healthy and growing state for eight years next succeeding the date of entry;
and on the above conditions being fulfilled, the person will-be entitled to a patent.
The State of Minnesota hab also passed a law to encourage this industry.
By the State Act, approved 20th February, 1873, an annual bounty of two>
dollars per acre will be paid to any person who may plant, and successfully grow'
and cultivate forest trees on prairie land for three years, and the same premium is
paid annually for the planting, growth and cultivation of one half mile of torest trees.
along any public highway.
Such payment is not, however, to commence till the end of the three years, but is
to extend over a subsequ~nt period of ten years, provided such grove 01' line of trees.
is maintained and kept in a growillg condition.
The encouragement afforded by the Act of Congress has been greatly availed of~
and the further stimulation given to the pursuit in Minnesota by the local Act, has.
resulted in a very large area being laid down with forest trees in that State.
The synopsis of the Annual' Report of the Commissioner of the General Land
Office of the United States goes to shew that for the year ending the 30th June last~
the area of land entered for the cultivation of timber was 464,870 acres, equal to.
twenty townShips, an area of twenty-four miles by thirty.
Prom an Essay lately published by the Hon. L. B. Hodges, Superintendent of'
tree planting on the St. Paul and Pacific Line of Railway, it is ascertained that in
Minnesota alone, up to the middle of January last, the enormous area of 170,301
acres had been entered under the Acts encouraging tree planting; and that thesuccess attending the operations so far, had satisfactorily pro'; ed that this new
industry, if prudently and patiently followed up, is even a surer source of wealth
than wheat growing, and without the additional expense and anxiety connected with.
the l a t t e r . .
'.
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lVIr. Hodges does not hesitate to assert:1. That at a mere trifling expense, the stock-yard and buildings on the bleakest
prairie homestead may be surrounded within nve years by a belt of trees, forming a
wind-break, affording an effectual protection.
2. That a grove of trees can be grown as surely as a crop of corn, and ,vith far
less expense in proportion to its value.
.
3. That ten acres properly planted to timber, and properly c.ultivated, will, in
five years, supply fuel in abundance for a family, and also fencing for a farm of one
;hundred acres.
'
4. That ilpparently worthless prairie lands can, by the planting and cultivation
of timber thereon, be sold for $100 per acre within twenty years.
5. That the net profits of land properly planted and cultivated with trees will,
within ten years, realize at the r:ite of ten to OIle as compared with the profits
attending the raising of wheat.
. Other propositions, even more forcible than those above, are put forth in the
Essay mentioned, and the author states his ability to prove all he alleges.
lVIr. Hodges having had a most extensive a1\d varied experience in connection
with tree planting in Minnesota, spread over the past five years, his opinions are
'I':lntitled to respect; and although he may be held by some people to be too sanguine,
I am quite prepared from my own experience, as to the increase in the value of
timber in certain parts of Canada, compared with the prices in the same localities
some thirty yea'rs back, to agree generally in his conclusionf'.
GROWTH.

The growth of timbCl', if well caeed for, especially of certain deciduous kinds, is
almost beyond belief.
I have known in Ontario, a white Poplar (Chinese Abele) within sixteen years
from planting, to be sixteen inches in diameter and with a top shading sixteen
hundred square feet of surface.
~fr. Hodges asserts that in lVfinnesota, forest trees properly cared for, at an
-expense in all not exceeding nve cents per tree, have been known to turn out one
>cord of wood per tree within sixteen)rears from tho planting, He mentions instances
'Of Cottonwood, in ~1:innesota, of seventeen years growth, from fifty to sixty feet in
height and sixty to eighty inches in circumferell(~e.
The most desirable varieties for propagation, as proved in Minnesota, are the
-White Willow, the Cottonwood, Lombardy Poplar, Box Elder, and Balm of Gilead.
()f these, the Cottonwood is the most valuable, being very hardy and of wonderfully
,rapid growth.
.
THE EXPEDIENCY OF

ENCOURAGING TREE-PLANTING IN MANITOBA
WEST TERRITORIES m' THE DOMINION.

AND

THE

NORTH-

Independent altogether of the financial aspect of the question, the Government
11as a direct interest in the encouragement of forestry on our extensive prairie regions,
in view of the ameliorating effects which a system of forest planting would nndoubtedly exert on the climate and rainfall, and consequently on the healthiness and
productiveness oftheeountry. Conversely, without a counteracting influence in the
shape of practical forestry on a liberal system, the wholesale destruction of natural
timber by ordinary consumption, by prairie fires, and last, though not least, by
'Sheer extravagance and wanton carelessness, is not at all unlikely in a few years to
affe?t unfavourably the climate; of the Province as well as the health of the iuliabltants.
The legitimate consumption of wood for fuel alone, in Manitoba, to say nothing
'Of fencing and building timber, is rather startling when the limited resources of the
Province are considered.
Taking the population at the present time, at 32,000 souls, 01' 6,400 families, and
-.estimating the consumption of fuel at thirty cords pel' family pel' unilUm, which, when
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it is remembered that the wood is, almost without exception, Poplar, cannot be con.
sidered an excessive allowance, we have a consumption of 192,000 cords per annum'
say, including rails and log building timber, equal to 200,000 cords, which quantity,
taking the average character of the Poplar woods in the Province, will involve the
stripping annually of at least 10,000 acres of the timbered lands looked to for future
supply, and this, independent of prairie fires and waste, which may be put down safely
at as much more.
In addition to all this, we have to remember, that the consumption will rapidly
increase while the natural supply will decrease in inverse ratio with the progress of
development of the country.
.
There is little doubt but that, in addition to the great want that would be met
by a system of tree-planting on the extensive tracts of magnificent prairie land in the
Pro;rince, the lwactical operation of such a system would tend to a better appreciation
of the value of the natural woodlands remaining, and of the expediency of looking
more carefully after and protecting the timber.
In my humble opinion it would be greatly in the interests of the country to encourage a liberal system of forest tree-planting in Manitoba and the N orth-West
Territories, and I would respectfully submit for your consideration the expediency of
legislation with that view.
To the various.trees for culture mentioned above, should be added the following
varieties indigenous to the Province, that is to say: the Poplar, Aspen, Ash-leaved
,Maple, and Elm; the rapid growth of which under ordinary circumstances, proves that
they would abundantly repay for cultivation.
The White Poplar, referred to above, should,by all means, be added to the list.
1\1:e8S1's. George Leslie & Sons, the well-known owners of the Toror.to Nurseries,
write as follows respecting this tree.
" This would, doubtless, be one of the very best rapid growing trees for the
North-West. Its wood is light and very tough, suitable for many manufacturing
purposes, while for fuel it is almost equal to the Hard Maple."
1\fessrs. Leslie recommend also the Silver Maple (Acer dasycarpum) and the
Norway Maple CAcer platanoides) as both hardy rapid-growing trees of great beauty
and usefulness, and likely to succeed well in that country.
In the meantime, I have thought the subject of sufficient importance to append
a few practical suggestions on forest tree-planting, taken from the Essay
Appendix 5.by Mr. Hodges, whose experiences in Minnesota, I feel assured by the
earnest zeal exhibited by him, he wOllld be glad to see turned tovaluable account north of the forty-ninth parallel.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
J. S. DENNIS,
Surveyor-General..
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1.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
DO:mNION LANDS BRANCH, .
OTTAWA, 30th December, 1875.
SIR,-I have the honor to submit the following progress report of the Special
Survey of meridians and bases in North-West TelTitory.
Of the twelve months since my report in January last, the party for the three
months to 1st April was occupied in the survey of block outlines east of the Lake of
the Woods, with (at the breaking up of winter communication) a few days interval
at Winnipeg to refit. The party was, in the beginning of April, started westward
to the last season's termination of the special survey triangulation, but owing to
water on the prairies from spring thaw,and lack of feed at that earlydate for horses,
cannot be said to have been able to work to advantage until second week of May.
During the period from May to 15th November, the triangulation was carried
145 miles weRtward to the meridian of 102 0 west longitude from Greenwich, and llZ
miles of that meridian established. At the end of September a section of the survey
comprising one-half the assistants and a couple of labourers was discharged, the
change in the nature of the work at 102 0 meridian not requiring the force that had
hitherto been employed.
The party thus reduced was intended to winter in the Territory. Though
the extreme severity of winter weather in that region would prevent anything being
done of the more precise instrumental work of the survey, yet much valuable topographical information could be procured, and arrangements were made for scaling,
during the winter, the Rivers Qu'Appellc, Souris and Upper Assiniboine, from Fort
Ellice as a central depot of supply.
In accordance with the order given by the Minister of this Department for the
recall of all the snrveys, instructions were sent for the return of the varty and the
discharge at Winnipeg of its members, with the exception of those who hud been
engaged at Ottawa, who will be discharged on arriving here.
The foregOing is an outline of' the manner in which the special survey force has
been employed during the interval from date of my last report to the present time.
The following gives some details of the work done and of the nature of' the country
traversed. The final returns, notes, computations, etc.·, of the season's work are in
course of preparation. The data having only lately arrived from the field there has.not been time to put them in proper shape to be handed in with this report:BLOCK SURVEY EAST OF LAKE OF THE WOODS.
Between the block outlines in the Pl'ovince of Manitoba, already run, and the
Lake of the Woods, there was an interval of unsurveyed ground; therefore, in
projecting the meridians and bases east of that lake, to insure conformity of position
with the existing surveys to westward, it was necessary to produce the 49th parallel,
as established by the International Boundary Commission, across the lake, to serV0
as a tie and basis of projection for all blocks to the eastward.
The course of the parallel crossed 30 to 40 miles of open lake. This, at a season
of the year when the thermometer was sometimes registered there below 40 0 ,
entailed the expense of arrangements for dragging, camping fuel and further, the
inaccuracy that is likely to attend. instrumental work done under fl,0 unfavorable
conditions of extreme exposure. It therefore seemed preferable to get the position
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'Of the parallel on the eastern shore by the more indirect method of a diagonal
"tie-line from the before-mentioned Commissions' point at the North-west Angle,
'which line would traverse a part of the lake fairly sheltered by occasional wooded
islands furnishing fuel.
In the computation of the triangle this involved, the differences of lati'tilde and longitude were calculated by that known as "Gauss' Second Method,"
:and frequent and close azimuthal verification obtained for the tie-line which was twice
measUl'ed ; it is, therefore presumed that the intersection of the 4:)th parallel with
"the eastern shore of the Lake of the Woods was established with very little if
;any less accuracy than by direct production of the line, the probable difference
being only in the greater effect of any possible departure, in that region, of the figure
"f the earth from that assumed. and in the greater length of survey by the detour.
The instruments for an astronomic <:heck on the latitude were not in the field,
~ven were they available the season would have made any dependence on their
J'esults precarious.
,
Of the several townships south-east of the Lake of the 'Woods whose boundaries
:are concel'ned, the judgment formed, respecting their fitness for agriculture, 'Nas
rather unfavorable.
,
Though but a sm~lI portion of their area could be seen on an outline survey, yet
'the prevalence of rough and rocky ground was apparent; and, witl] little exception,
the level or even ground traversed was wet spruce swamp, or of a light sandy soil.
Some scattered white and red pine timber of moderate'size was noted; spruce of
aarge size, and in considerable quantities, was also met with.
TRIANGULATION FRO}! WESTBOURNE TO 10~Q JlIERIDL4.S.

!"l'om vVestbourne to the Little Saskatchewan, the

be~t

route for the \ purpose

lthat could be found, is sufficiently wooded to impede very seriously a triangulation
suevev in a flat country. While in this section but slow progress was made.
'Vestward of the Little Saskatchewan it became more open; the work advanced
more rapidly, but still subject, though in a lesser degree, to the retarding difficulty
that has existed throughout the survey of getting triangular points in a country of
.-00 even a surface.
Lateral refraction was, as in the first season't; work, a constant cause of loss
'"Of time, and injurious to precision. To it, principally, al'e to be attributed all the
larger closing errors that appear in the reduction of the triangles, and the resulting
-differences between computed and measured lengths of sides.
From the first or 'Winnipeg meridian to that of the 102 0 west longitude, six
!bases were measured at as nearly equal intervals as circumstances permitted. The
.:average difference between computed and measured bases of verification was a little
~ess than 1lrl-oo of their length.
.. The base-meaRuring apparatus proved this season, as last, fairly equal to the
work expected of it; though necessarily much inferior in precision to the more
<complex and uelicate apparatus usually employed 'on extensi ve national trigonometric
surveys, it can be used with greater rapidity and gives sufficiently accurate l'esults
for triangulation of second order. The average departure from mean of different
meaimres of same distallce being about ...-r;lnro of the length.
Of the nature of the counky through which the triangulation ran from West-bourne to ]'ort Ellic':), the descriptive extracts fl'om returns of block outline and
sub-division surveys, published already with your report of last year, have given full
-deUiils. From Fort :Ellice to the second principal meridian, the soil is, for the first
15 or 16 miles, too sandy to be tit for cultiYation, it then becomes rather better in the
'Valley of Scissors Qreek, which is crossed at 22 miles from Ellice, and continues
-so to the meridian and about it~ the notes taken affirming that the soil is compara-'
tively good and might be cultivated to advantage.
From the Qu'Appelle trail southward, Mr. Aldous, who, as assistant to :Mr. A. L.
Russell, was in charge of the section eng:1ged in tracing that portion of the
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'meridian, reports that for about 18 miles to the north, or main branch of Pipestone
oCreek, the country is undulating, the first five miles being covered with scattered
bluffs of poplar, that the soil is poor, and that there is a succession of gravelly
ridges.
Pipestone Cl'~ek a small stream of good fl'esh water, about 10 feet wide and
18 inches deep, flows to the eastward through a valley about half a mile in width
,and 170 feet 10w!9r than :;urrounding plain. Continuing thence for 18 miles further
southward, the line traversed a countt'S broken up by hills and deep ravines, with a
light sandy soil ill :;uited to cultivation.
' .
For four miles towards the termination of this last distance groves of poplar of
nine inche" or a foot diameter occurred; the remainder was an open prairie.
'
1\-11'. Russell speaks more favorably of the country passed over on the
'meridian north of the Qu'Appelle.
He says that it is well adapted tor settlement, that the soil is good throughout
'for seyenty miles, the extent surveyed of that section. He transmits average samples,
which would indicate a similar character to that of the excellent soil about the
Yortage la Prairie in J\fanitoba,.
,
He furthee states that the country traversed is well supplied with woo~ for fuel
:and with good water.
.
This satisfiwtory infhrmation i~ of the more value in that, from the position of
the meridian, relatively to the courses of the Big Cut Arm and Assiniboine
Rivers, it is to be infet']'ed that 1he greater part of the tract between these streams
.and orr the first of them an area of about :3,500 square miles, is equally well fitted for
'(lUlti vation
In relation to the fm't,her prosecution of the survey, I would beg leave to make
,the following tiuggestiOlli'l;_
The greatcl' part of llext seation's work will be in a country more thickly wooded
-than any yet passed throngh. On this account, and that the newly-constructed
telegraph Iiues afford facilit.ies for frequently checking the differences of IOligitu 1 e,
it would be advisable to change the method hitherto pursued, and dispensing with the
triangulation, confine the actual measurements in the field to surveying carefully,
in the ordinary manner, the parallels and meridians that are to serve as a basis
:for t.he extension, at any point desired, of the block outline system.
This would reduce materially the expenditure for the survey. A further
<€C'onomy may be effected by doing away with the levelling party, which will, for
some time, be unnecessary, for the following reasons ; From F01't Pelly to near Fort Edmonton the special survey will be in the
'Vicinity of that of the Canada Pacific Railway. It would be an unprofitable repetition to level ov,tn' gt'Oulld of which its engineen; have, in location of their line,
:already obtained profiles.
Respecting meteorologiCfl.1 observati()n~ next .-eason, it is probable that more
satisfactory results would be secured, by applying, in the following manner, the
,outfit of instruments got for thiH service;- .
That instead of the necessarily itinerant observations taken in the course 01
'the survey, these be made at fixes! stations, choosing for that purpose points where
the operatOl'R of the newly-constructed telegraph. or the gentlemen who have charge
-<)f Indian missionary 8chools, could keep the registers, and with whom arrangements
to that end would, 1 have no doubt, be easily made. The mission at the Qu'Appelle
tl'ading post, and the Prince Albert's }fission on the Saskatchewan, or' a telegraJih
,office near the Elbow would form good statioml embrAcing a wide stretch of country.
Better meteorological data would be thus procured, and the risk of bl'eakage of
jnstruments, incidental to their continuous transport, be removed.
It may not be out of place to suggest, here, that most valuable information
':would be obtained, for a comparatively small outlay, by sending a few good thermomete!'s, a bal'orneter and a rain guage to F~rt ~fcIJeod, fl.nd the Sfl.me to, say Dunvegan,
on the Peace mVel', at both of which places there should be little difficulty in getting
.some one to record observations.
'
9--9
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These staions nearly include, the one to the North the other to the Southward,
the belt of agriculturally promising country that extends, between them, along the
Eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains. The importance of definite knowledge of
the degree of heat and moisture during growing- months, and of the date and inten-sity of earliest frosts, at these comparaLively extreme points of the region in question, is self evident.
Enough is now known of the fertility of large areas of our N orth-Western
Territory, to make the question of their future profitable cultivation l)urely a
climatic one. Its practical solution, howevel', we have certainly some approach
to, in the fact, that good samples of grain have been brought fl~om what we regard
as nearly the northern limit of our possible wheat-growing country. :Mall,Y valuable·
observations of temperature have al:::o been made in the COUl'f'e of their joul'ncyings
by those engaged in travel or exploration. But the confirmation of these fayorable
evidences that might be afforded by the systematically obtained meteorological data
from fixed stations would be exceedingly desirable.
In closi.ng, I would report fa\-orably the willing and industrious attention to'
their duties shown by my assistants on thi" service.
I haye to expre:os my regret for the unfortunate but unavoidable hindrance
to some 01 the operations of the suryey, cau~ed by'tny being pre\-ented by a seriousaccidental injury received in tho field, from giving thom my personal attention, and
also to point out. that, for the same reason, on _Mr. A. L. Rn,,~ell, fell the gl'oater share
<If the responsibility and labor of conducting the field work during this sca"on.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obeLli,mt servant,

L INDSA Y RUSSELL,
Assist. Surveyor-General_
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'DEPART~1ENT OF THE INTERIOR,

DO)UNION LANDS On ICE,
WINNIPEG1 31st October, 1875.
SIR,--I have the honor to submit the following report of the business of this
office and brancheH during the first ten months of the present year : Owing to the Province having suffered so severely .fl'Om the ravages of grasshoppers, the number of emigrants coming in has been much smaller than that of
last year; the homestead entries made in this office and bra,nches being only 503, as
against I,B76 in the year IS74.
By reference to the schedule hereto attached, marked A, it win be seen that the
total amount of land entered during the pa~t ten months, is 163,917 acres, as against
364,544 acres during the yeae IS74. Of this amount 80,4S0 acres were free grant
lands, granted under the homestead law of.lS72; 61,553 acres have yet to be paid
for at the I'ate of one dollar pel' acre, under the provisions of the law of 1S'1'3 , by
which each homesteader may preempt an adjacent quarter-section for which he i~ not
required to pay until the expiration of three years; the remainder has been either'
sold for cash or taken up as military bounty land.
Although the actual number of persons acquiring lands in Manitoba and the
No.rth-West Territo.ry has been so. much smaller than in the previo.us year, it wo.uld
not appear that this has arisen from any lack ofinterest in _the country, or of faith in
its future, as the number of letters received on subjects connected with the settlement
or Dominion lands has been very greatly increased, aIlllOunting, during the last ten:
months, to 2,BOO, while the number of letters sent was no les8 than 2,660; thesefigures not includin:; the large correspondence of the branch offices at WestbOUl'lle
and Emerson.
I have found it .very difficult to form a reliable opinion regardillg the extent of
the devastation in the Province cauf;ed this year by the incursion of the grasshoppers.
Very many of the older settlements and parishes have sutfered a total destructim,! of their crops; this was especially the case with settl"mentsion the banks or the
Red and Al>siniboil1e Rivers; the newer settleJ.'nents, however, in the vicinity of the.
Pembina Mountains, in the so.uth-western part of the Province, suffered but slightly;
while in the other districts the loss was, to a greater or less extent, only partial.
Taking the Province as a whole, I am of the opinion that Dot more than one-hali
of the crop escaped destruction, and the effect of the loss of this very large proportion
is rendei'ed more I'lerious fi'om the fact that only about one-half of the usual m'op was·
sown, the' loss of both seed and labour from this plague' having been anticipated
by the settlers.
'
"
There would not appear to be any reason to apprehend that the Province will
again be afflicted by this scourge, as the locusts are not known to have deposited.
their ova in any portion of the territory whence they are likely to invade the settle-·
!Dents next year. '1'he past history of the colony,also affords encouragement in this
respect.
"
The first settlers broughfl out under the auspices of the Earl of Selkirk, suffered
severely from grasshoppers in the years IS18 and IS19, after which period about
thirty years elapsed during which they were entirely free from their ravages. They
were again visited by this calamity in IS57 and IS58, and also from 1864 to 1868.
From this it may reasonably be hoped that the Province is about to enter on
another period of ~xemption from this pla~ue, similar to those enjoyed by the early'
tettlers between 1820 and 1856, and from 1858 to 1864.
9--9t
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I cannot ciose this report without referring to the very satisfactory settlement
made by the German Mennonites from Southern Russia. Although eight townships
were set apart, at the instance of the M:inistee of the Intel'ior, in the year 18'13, for
their exclusive settlement, no considerable number of them arrived in Manitoba
until the summer of 1874. The Mennonite Settlement may therefore be said to have ,
<originated only some eighteen months ago.
Three of the tDwnships above referred to have been found by them unsuitable
for settlement, so that the whole number of ~{ennonites arriving in. 1873 and 1874,
luwe settled within five townships.
On a recent visit to this reserve, I could not but be struck with the progress made.
Eighteen villages or dorfs have been established, each conHisting of from eight to
eighteen large well-built and well-finished houses, beside" which many isolated houses
have been erected upon farms the excellence of which, the owners, consider fully
compensates for the deprivation of the advantage::; to be derived from congregating
in villages.
These five townships comprise, in all, from 1,900 to ~,OOO wulR; in fact, this
reservation may be regarded as completely and satisfactorily settled.
In adJijoll to the above, the Mer.nonites who arrived this year having received
from the Govel'l1ment the exclusive right to settle with their compatriots, seventeen
townships situate westerly of the Red Rive]', neal' the TUi<-ll'national Boundal'y Line,
have already commenced with vigor to lilY the foulldations of' what will doubtless
prove, in a very fe"iv years, a populous and wealthy~ettlement. Thesetov,-nbhip,- are
.almost completely destitute of timber, and woulcl, consequently, hardly han- been
chosen for sQttlement by the ordinary immigrant. In view of this, the faC:t of their
having, nevertheless, attracted the Menn0nites, inyests this new colony with a peculiar
interest, being likely to result in showing that o\-en the absolutely treeless plains Play
be successfully colonized, notwithstanding that, for many years, the fuel refluil'ed by
the settlers will have to be brought by them from great distances.
Little or no progress has, as yet, been made in settling the five townships placed
by the Goyernment at the disposal of the Manitoba Colonization Society for bettie>
ment by French Canadians at present residing in the United States, but I am
infol'med that the promoters of the scheme entertain sanguine hopes of being ahle to
induce many of their countrymen to make ~1:anitoba their home, dming the course
,of the eoming year.
T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
DONALD CODD,
Agent of Dominion Lands ..
Lieut.-Col. DENNIS,
Surveyor-General of 1)ominion Lands,
Ottau'a.

•
SCHEDULE A.
showing the transactions at the Dominion Lands Office at Winnipeg, and Branches, for the first ten
months of the year 1875; also the total acreage of Lmids disposed of, with amount received to date,

STATEMENT

I FRO~!

" I
FIRST TEN MONTHS OF YEAR 1875.
~ATURE OF GRANT,

-~r\

ESTABLISHMENT OF O.'.'ICE TO
31 ST Oc'roBER, 1875.

-1-:-,-1- --I-""00·:-1·

&0.

-:--Acres.---'- ReceiPts-.

REMAnKS

Acres-.

--------1--1---'---1-'-----$ cts.
I
$ cis.
Homesteads .................................... ..
I' 'rile amouu
difference between acreage and
received arises from MiliI

499

79,840

4,990 00

3,036

485,760

30,360 00

Sale8 ............... ,......................... ' ..... ,

77

5,008

4,642 00

430

55,191

54,775 00

Military Bounty WarrantS ................ .

105

16,876

829

135,116

Preemptions ......... .................. .........

391

61,553

1,027

163,313

t

=====

Timber Dues, etc ..................... ......... ............ ......... ............
Sale of Maps .............. , .....................

'1.ota18 .... · ............ ·11,072

163,277

------

......... ............
291 00

$9,992 50

I,

I

.................. I

==='__::..\

I: .............................. I

_~~I:==

tary Bounty Warrants having
been accep ted, in certain cases,
in payment for land.

5, 322 1

839,380

867 40

$86,131 50

I

Certified correct.
DONALD CODD,
Agent of Dominwn Lands.
DOMINION LANDS OFFICE,
WINNIPEG, 31st

October, 1875.
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S~JHEDULE

SHOWING

the

B.

Settlem211ts and Villages formed in the Province of
Manitoba during the Year 1875.

llew

---·-------I-l-.

0 - - - . - . - - - - - - -•.- - . - - - -

~,~ ci 1\ Name of Settlement. DistancesR:s~~~::~d as the
;= I ;; ·3" II
I
crow flies.
:;
c.::
w II
t
- - - - - - I - I I - - - -f- - - - - - No. of Land District.

I

be

Eo;

No. 1.- Office at Winni-

No. 2.-0ffice at Emersonl-l-l'

1 E

j...... li1'ownshiP of Brant ......... 123 Miles North-west of Winnipeg.

~ E i\'=IIITownShiP
of Rndso~ ..... ' 160 Miles sou:~: Winnip;-do
Franklm .....
do
do
do

2
3 E ......
4E :......
1
2 \ 4E '\ ......
3
IE......
\

2

3
7
7

.

I

II

peg ........................ 14

2E

3 E
6E
GE
6E

7
7
7
7
7

5E
5E

7
6

5E
6E

6
6

6E
5 R

6

5E

6
6
6

5E
5E

5E
5E
5E

54

do
Belcher ....... i60 do East of South of Winnipeg
do
Parry····.····I54 do do
do
do
do
Whitehaven 49 tio West
do
do
...... '11
do
~Iarais"''''''1'54 do South of Winnipeg.
do
Melwood ..... 47 do do
do
35 Village of Blumenbof.. .... 30 I
30 II
do
Rochfeld ....... 27 1
22
do
Blumenort"'''I::n
26 1 do
Bergthal ........ 26
20
do
",chontal ....... 1251'
15 i
do
Chortitz ......... 27
, .
12
do
'RosenthaL .... 29
4
do
Tannenan ...... \28 ''''1 <.l tl
-t f W' .
135\
do
Steinbach ...... 33 (.'11 es '-'ou I-ea •. o .1ll111peg.
30 I
do (Not yet named) .. 32 1 German Mennolllte v1l1a;ges or
32
do
Grinfeld ......... 129
dorfs.
I 271
do
~osenfe~d ....... 30
'\ 18
do
t->chonwlese .... 31
9
do
Steinreicb ...... 33
I'
3 I
(Not yet named) .. 34
'1

I......

I

II

I

I

1_7_ ~11=\13

No. 3.-0ffice at Westbourne ........... ......... 14

I

I

Villages not yet_naned!_J__________. _ _ __

I

I

12 W ...... Township of Livingstone. 87 Miles West of Winnipeg.

DOMINION LANDS OFFICE,
WINNIPEG, 31st

DONALD COPD,
Agent of Dominiun Lands.
Oct., 1875.

•
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APPENDIX No.

DmIlNION DANDS SURVEYS OFFICE,
WrXSIPEG,

Man., 7th December, 1875.

SLR,-I have the honor, in compliance with the directions contained in your
let,ters of the 8th and 10th ultimo, to i'eport on the progress of the surveys in
Manitoba and the North-IYest Territories, as follows:SETTLKUENT SURVEYS.

A large number of wood lots were laid out during the spring of this year by
D. L. S. UcPhillips, south of the River AS8inniboine, in the Parishes of Portage 180
Prairie and High Bluff. :1\11'. )1:cPhillips also finished the posting of some of tha
parish lots, which had only been done temporarily during the winter, the ground
having been frozen too hard in some places to admit of posts being permanently
planted. He also completed the compilation of the field notes of the surveys of
:several parishes, which had accumulated, owing to his previous constant employment
in the field.
Mr. McPhillips was lately instructed to layout a village plot on the west
shore of Lake Winnipeg, for the Icelandic Colony. This has been effected.
1\1:1'. D. L. S. Hani" has laid out a portion of the town plot of Selkirk, on the
-east side of the Red River, at the proposed crossing of the Canada Pacific Railway.
OUTER TWO

~IILES.

Plans of the "Oute'I' two miles" of the Pari"hcs of Hcadingly, 81. Fran<}ois
Xa"ier, St. ~ol'bel't, tilt. Vital, St. Boniface, and St. Charles (the surveys of which
were'finished at date oflast report) have been completed.
-In thePal'ishes ofSt. Andrews and St. Clements (west) D. L. S. Vaughan completed his field notes, and report on the "Park" claims in rear of these parishes
early in the year, and D. L. S. Harris also completed the po~ting of the rear line of
Kildonan and St. Paul (west), and plan of the same, but in the parishes of St. Paul
.and Kildonan (east), St. John and St. James, no further progress has been made
since the last report, for the reason-then given. Plans have been prepared, showing
the various" parks" and other claims lying within the" outer two miles" of the
.above-named parishes. As soon as these claims have been settled, and it is decided
how they shall be posted; this can be proceeded with, and the plans be completed
without fUl'ther delay.
INDIAN RESERYE SI;RVEYS.

See Schedule" D" herewith.
TIMBER LI~HT SURVEYS.

The following have been surveyed during the yem', viz. : 311', Fowler'S, at Rail!y
Lake, by D. L. S. Sinclair; Messrs. Fuller & Co's., at the Lake of the Woods; by
·D. L. S. Kennedy, and "Big Island," in Lake Winnipeg, by D. L. S. Ke~edy.
Part of the west shore of Lake Winnipeg, induding (, Grindstone Point," was
:surveyed by D .. L. S. Vaughan.
The plan" and field notes of the above, together with the reports of the surveyors,
-being in the head-office, I need say nothing further regarding these surveys. .
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BLOCK SURVEYS.

Schedule "B" shows the progress of these surveys since the lfLSt report, and i&
compiled from the latest reports received from the surveyors, and from information
furnished by Inspector Hart, peior to his departure for the Riding Mountain District
lately, whither he has gone on business. connected with the surveys.
The block surveys beiug principally in timbered localities, and owing to the
rough character of some parts of the country, the numerous lakes and muskeg", met
with by several of the parties, together with the difficulties of transport, &c., the
mileage shown as completed is, in some instances, small, especially as compared with
that in former reports, when the surveys were being carried on in more favorablelocalities.
Except in those case" where final returns have been received, theoretical mileage~~~-

SUB-DIYISION SURVEYS.

The Schedule" C ,. shows sub-division surveys effected by the contract surveyors
during the year.
The maps and field notes of the townships surveyed by ~fessrs. Bayne, J'lfartin.
Grant and Eaton; have been forwarded to Ottawa; most of the others will reach you
before the close of the year, but in case they should not do so, I have obtained fL'om
the surveyors, descriptive reports of those townships, and the8ame are now forwarded.
Enclosed herewith are the following Schedules in connection with this report : " A."--Showing surveyors employed in l\Ianitoba and the N orth-West Territories in 1875.
"B."-Showing block surveys effected in 1875.
"O."-Showing sub-division surveys effected in 1875.
"D."-Showing Indian Reserves surveyed in 1815.
"E."-Synopsis of block and sub-division surveys.
I have the honor to be, Sir;
Your obedient servant,

A. H. WHITOHER,

Inspector of Surveysr
In charge of Surveys Office, TVz'nnipeg~
The Surveyor-General of Dominion Lands,
Ottawa.

[PART Hr.]

SCHEDULE A.
'Showing Surveyors employed on Surveys in Manitoba and North-west
Territory during 1875.

--II

No.'

i

Name.

Residence.

Character of Survey.

II

-'l--·----~'\---·------.--I Brown, C. P ....................•........ Palestine, )fan .......................... Sub-division.
2 Bayne, George A ........................ IPictou, N.S ................................ Sub-division and Indian Reserves.
3 Bolton, Lewis ............................ Listowell, Ontario ..................... IBIOCk.
4 Broy, Edgar ............................. Oakville,
do
........ ..... ......... do
5 Caddy, E. 0 .............................. Oobourg,
do
...................... Indian Reserves.
~ IDoupe, Joseph .......................... Winnipeg, Manitoba .................... 1 Block.
7 lEaton, W. Case .................. _... St. James,' do
.................... ISub-division.
8 Forneri, 0.0 ......................... Princ~ Artbnr's Landing, Ont .....
do
9lGrant, John ............................. Wllllllpeg, Man ......... ...... .............
do
10 Holm~s, John ........................... The Oarp, Ontario ..................... !
do
11 Hermon, R. W ........................... Listowell,
do
..................... :Block.
12 JHarris, J. W ............................. Winnipeg, Manitoba ................... !Settle?l~~t.
.
.,
13 IKenuedY, Lachlan ...................... TorontoJ OntarIo ........................ ISub-dlvlSIOn and tImber lImlts.
14 Kingston, G.lIf..........................
<10.
•...................... !Block.
151MCPhiUiPPS, George ................... I'St. Oharles, Manitoba ................ ,Settlement:
16 Martin, F. A .............................. Winnipeg,
do
............... ~Sub-division.
17 Miles, Charles F ......................... Weston, Ontario ....................... ilndian Reserves.
do .......................... jBIOCk.
18 IOgilvie, William ........................ IOttawa,
19/pearce, William ......................... ,Toronto, do .... ................... do
20 Reid, J. LestoCk ......................... /WinniPeg, Manitoba ................... , do
21 Russell, Alexander L ................. Ottawa, Ontario......... .......... ...... do
22 IR.oss, ?obert J ............................ Fr.ampton, Que.bec ..................... IIndia~ R~serves.
23 ISmclalr, Duncan ........................ Wmlllpeg, Mallltoba .................. Sub-dlvlsIOn.
24 JStewart, Elihu ........................... Collingwood, Ontario.................
do
25 I Vaughan, A· ~ .......................... St. Clements, Manitoba ............... ISet!lement.
26 IWagner, WIlham ........................ Ossowa,
do
............... Indlan Reserves.
271Webb, A. C ................................ 1Brighton, Ontario ....................... Block.

i

SCIt~DtJLE
SHOWING

13:

Block Surveys completed between 31st December, 1874, and 31st October, 1875.
w

I

I
I

Name.

Extent of
IJine
Surveyed
since 31st
December,
1874.

..
f S
DeSCriptlon
0
urvey.

Remarks.
.

~----I----------------------~-----

North Lim.it of 4th Conccssion Line, across Ranges 29 and 30, West ········· ..
5th Base LlllC,
....•.
......
'do
do
.... " ......
North Limit of 5th Concession Line, across Ranges 21, 28,29, and 30, West ..
South
do
do
do
29 awl 30, West.. ..........
',oth Base Line, ",cross 1l0\nges 21, 28, 29, and.i\O, West.............................. ..
:Jliorth ani! South Limits of 6th Concession Line, across Rauges 27, 28, and

I

r
A. C. Webb ............

'l1

Miles.

l

1

Mcri~f~'~ ]fx2t~n~~~e:! b~t~~~~'ii~~'g~~' i8'~~d'29"W~~'t'''T~~~;{~hii;~'i'5;'16;'17;11

I
and 18, West ................................................................................... \J

Meri1~~~9i~;~~n2s1~~~~;t~:~~~ 'R~~g~~ 3(;~~d"3i"i'T ~~t;' T~'\~~~hip~ 'i'5;' i"6;'17;

187'56

r
i

l

Undulating h~nd, soil generally' of good,
.. quality, water good, and a fair amount of.
timber.
Mr. Webb will probttbly send in his returns,
before ihe 1st Janul\ry, 1876.

t
.....
H
U

r INorth Limit of 5th Concessio:l Line, across Ranges 25 and 26, West........... )
G. M. Kin ston ........
.

1 16th Base Line, across Ranges 23,2>, 25, and 26, West.. ..............................

I

Meri~i:n 2~~t~~·~i~~.. b~t·';;~·~~·R;;~g~~· 24";;~'(i' 25·,.. 'V~~t; .. T~·;~~hip~ ..i9, .. iio;

j

1Meridian Extension between Hanges 2fj and 27 West, Townships J9, 20, 21,

g

l

'1'
W.In. 0 gI VIC ............
Edgar Bray

and 21 ......................................................................................... ..
'6th Bas_Line, across Ranges 21 and 22, West. ............. ...... ......... ...... ...... ~
Meridian I~xtension between Ranges 22 and 2B, lVest, '1 ownships 19, 20, 21,
)
d 22
North' LiUlit·~·i'5ti;·c~·~·~~~~i~;;..iX~~; ;·~~:~~~ ii.;;~.. ~;· 2'i'~~·d.·22·,· W·~~·t:.::::::::: J
7th Base Line, across Rang-es HI, 16, 17, an d 18, West.. ..... ................... ...... 1
.IIIen'd'Ian Ex t enSIOn
.
be t ween.Ranges 14 an d 1"" Wos,
t 'I' owns I'
23 an d 24)
lIpS
",
and ~~ .....................~~ ..............~~..~.~~.~~ ... ~o........ ~~ ........:~:.. ~.~'.~~~I
17th Base Lmo, across Range 14, West ................................................... \

r

..

l

f

i IMerig~~~nE~X~~~~~~~~.~~~~~~~.~.~~.~.~e.s.~~.~~l~..l.~:.~.~~~:..~:~~~~~~~:.~.~5:.~~~.~:, J~
ll8th Sase 1 me, across Range 14, lV'lSt.. ........................................... · ....... 1

osep

hD

( South· western portion, nndulating prairie j
79'50 -{
remainder, wooded aud cut lip by small
l
lakes and muskegs.

I

..........'.... 11

l.ewis Bolton ...........

J

~

.

\lIIeri~:,dn21;~:~.~.~i.~~ ~.~:~~.~~.~.~~~~ ~.c.~.~.~~~~ ~: v:~~~.' ~~~~.n~::~::~··~·~:·~~:·~·::li}

. If
..
.
.. ..
oupe ......... ,7th Base Line, across Hanges 5, 0; 7, 8, and part of 9, West........ ...... .........
'Meridian Extension between Ranges 8 and D, West, Townships 23 and 24 ...

( Wooded, and cut up Lv sUlall lakes and
J
48'90 i
swamps; partG very hilly; no progress
l
reports received lately. .
f 'r I bl 1
t f
t
f
0 era y (ry par 0
r,Y, 0 remainder
an. open
61'12 -\
nature, though notcoun
prairie;
partly timbel·cd.

I

l\

42'78 {

Ver~~:;:;~i?'

with timbered ridges between

1
65'20' {\Level country, interspersed with swamp andlt
belts of timber.

r 3rd Base.lf!ne, across Rang~s lIi. .12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18, East .........••. \1

or?s,LE~~~.~~.:~~.~~~~~.~~~~~ ~~~:. ~~.~~.~~. I:.~~l~~~,..~~,..~~,..:.~, .~~~ ..~~~:..~: I
IMeri~i:;
E~t~~~i~~'b;t;~'~~'ii~~'g~~'i'2' ~';'d' i3:'E'~~t,"Tp~: '7;' 8,"9', '~~d"iii'::::1 (
N
...
South Limit of 3rd Ooncession Line, acrOSH Ringes 17, 18, 19, 20, and 21,

William Pearce ....... {,

185'27

7 and 8 ....... ..... I
7,8,9, and 10 ....
D and 10 ............ .
9 and 10 ............ J
2:~,
1 and 2 .............. I
23,
1, 2, 3, and part
of 4, South .....
do
do
24 and 25,
do
3, S~~t£~~~.~:..~:
do
do
26 and 27,
ilo
3, 4, and part of
1
5, South '" .... I
J. Lestock Reid ...... { INorth and Sonth Limits of 1st Ooncession Line (South), across Ranges 21,' 208'28
22, 23, 24, 25, and 26, East ................... ..... .... .. .......................... '
Meridian Extension between Ranges 28 and 29, Eltst, Tps. 5, ~nrt part of 6, I •
'do
ilo
.
do
L
do·
do
do

'I

do
do
do
do
do
do

14 and
16 and
18 and
20 and
22 and
22 and

15.
17,
19,
21,

do
do
do
do
do
do

f

·'1

l
I

I'1

pa~f~}\·S;~·th:·1 j

do
do
30 and 31,
do
2nd Base Line (South), acrOHS Ranges 25, 26. 27, 28, 29, 30, and 31, East .... .
1 1st Hase (or 49th Parallel), across Ranges 21), 26, 27, and 28, East ........... .
ljMeridian Extensions between R.wges ,26 and .37, East, rrps. 3 and 4 .......... .
,do
do
24 and 2~),
do
1 and 2, South ..
Alexander L Russ 11
do
do
24 and 25, . do
1, and part of 2. . 31'56
.
e
lIst Base and 49th Parallel, across Ranges 2~ and 24, East.......................... ~'
35'00
Lake of the W oods. ~'raverse ............................................................ .
South Limit of 1st Concession Line, across Range 7, East ......................... .
F. A. Martin............ Meridian Extension between Ranges ,5 and 6, East, Township 1 .. ·.ro.· ......... r ""',30'55
North I.. imit of Road Allowance along 1st Basc, Rltnge~ 5, 6, and 7, East ... J
Geo A Bayne
J Meridian Extensions between Ranges 8 and 9, West, Townsbip 7............... } 1823
•.
........ j INorth Limit of 2nd Concession Line, across Ranges 9 and 10, West .......... ..
O. P. Brown ............... South do
3rd
do
d o ] 3 and 14, West............
12'18

1

I

'Lachlan Kenned y .....

I

I

i

I

witl~ nu~erouB

Rongh and rocky,
lakes anJ
swamps.
{ Returns of part of this are in Head Office,
I Ottawa.
Ii

1I
lf Nor~~~i~~~~t~~~.~ ~::~~:~.~.~~ ~:~~.~. :~·~.~~~~:.~~·~~~·~·~·~~.7.~~··~'..::..::,::..~: \lJ
..
..
MerIdIan ExtenslOn between Ranges 2 and 3, West, TownshIp 1.. " ..........
do
do
4 and 5,
do
1.. ............... ,

47'84

Belt of good land along Rainy River, from
half a mile to two miles in width; tim-I
bered COllntry 'north of toat, and very'
swampy.
Eltst of the Lake of the Woods reported to
rocky, with numerous lakes, unfit for.
agricultural purposes. 'l'he timber, ,vith:
the exception of some small pines, un-'
'
serviceable.
l iReturns of pact of this are in Head Offiee.

bel

i

II
I

}In.t"m, ~" H,"" omoo.
I

I

is",,,y,d "

I

I

!I

.
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J
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A. H. WHITOHER,
Inspector of Surveys ..
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SCHEDULE C.

1/

SHOWING Sub-division Surveys effected in 1875, between 31st December, 1874, and 31st October, 1875.

~~~.~~===~~===~=======~~_.~=====J
Extent Contracted for.
Name of
Surveyor.
Townships and Ranges.

Extent Completed.

N,pps~f I Miles.

Remarks.

~rr>s~f I Miles.

Townships and Ranges.

----:..-------1--'I---------1-------AIl,
1

F A Martin

1, Ranges 5,6, and 7, East}
..
.... . { Township
do
2,
do 7, East ...... ......
John Grant .........
do
3 and 4, Range 7, East .....
do
5, South, Range 27, East.:. )
.
do
5 and 6, South. Ranges 28, ...
C. C. Fornerl ..... I
29,and
a0>0
, East ............ t
do
5, South, Range 31, East .. J
Lachlan Kennedy..
do
1, Range" 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7,
and 8, West......... .........

4 ' 269'45

Geo. A. Bayne ...... _
(J. P. Brown ....... ..

do
dl!

2

128'34 IAll ......... ...................... ..... ......

25J 1372'75 Rdul'ns not received.
128-34 jReturns forwarded to OttaWtl.

8

W. Case Eaton .... .
John Holmes ...... ..
Duncan Sinclair .. .

do
do

537'77 i do .......................................... ,
140'52 ' do ........................................ :
67'24 do ............... "......................... \

8
2
1

1
r

Elihu Stewart

I

do

r

do

"'1

do

7, Ranges 9 and 10, West ..
9 and 10,
anges 13, 14,
15, and 16, West .......... .
21 and 22, Range 14, West.
17, Range 20, West.. ........
17 and 18, Ranges 21 RnQ
22, West.. ..................... 1
3, South, Ranges 23, 24'1)
and 25, East ........ ......... ~

3 Ena~t:~ ..~~~~t~~ ..~~.~~~.. ~.~~,

J

2

l .miles in swamp ..... 1
except 32'.

140'59 All ......... ......... ........ ......... ......

4

265 0.8 Returns forwarded to Ottawa.

2

140'09

II

df)

.I
'

8

2

1

1

liver.

513'45 Township 1, Ranges 1, 2, 3,4, and,
5, West, and pRrt of Town"

I

3?, /252'
5

I
-

, ............

1

ship 1, Range 6, West .......... j

IAll, except traverse of lnhs .....

(0

I

3~

537'77 'Returns not received.
1140.52IReturns for.varded to Ottawa.
07'24 Returns Hot received.
.

I

252'

Ipart of Township 18, 21, West,
is an Ind:an Reserve.

report from Mr. SLcwart.. ...... / ........... 1............ 'TOlVt~~~~:s in Rainy River DiS'1

A. H. WHITCHER,
Inspector
(

do

I

I
T
h'
1
8 , ............ \one owns lp completed ........... 1I ........... ,........... Fructi.onal
Townships on Rainy
R

0/

Surveys.

SOHEDULE
SHOWING

n.

Indian Reserves. sUl:veyed in 1875, between 31st December, 1874, and 31st October, 1875.

_..._. _... _.. .

------."---.- --- .... I"·'

~~

··---1

... -.. - -_...

I

:.ail

'
I
I
I
I
~H ~
I
I
--------------- -----------------,---- -_.- - - - - - - - - ----------------I
I
I
II.
BlInd.

I

~b~
:ll ~

~

Locality.

I

""
Area.

By whom Surveyed.

Remarks.

I

Acres. ·1

Sioux Indians, "Enoch's'·' Band ......... Bird Tail Creek, .ural' Fort Ellice,
, North-West Ter:·]tory ..................... No.2.....
do
"'Yhite Eagle's" BandOn the River Assiniboine, near Fort,
Elliet', North-West Territory .......... 1 "2.....
"Mekis" Band ................................ niding Mountain Honse, N.-W. Tel'. "2.....
Fairford Band ................................. Fairford River, North-vVest Territory. " 2....
Cbief PIerre and Band ....................... Lac des Mille Lacs, wild and farming:

IL;~l~SC~~i~;~~ijd·~]~d·f~;.~;i·~·g i~~d~:\

I

6,885 O.L.S., ""agnel·.............. ',In Township 15, Range 27 West.

7.936
5,785
15,200'

:: L::I ....~~~~~.

Ch!ef Blackstone and Band ...............
..
Chief R:tt McKay and Band ............... RlVer la Sellle wild land .................... , "3..... 8,476
Chiefs Little Eagle and Gobay and
Bands .......................................... West "ide of Rainy Lake, wild andl
"
"
farming lands........ ...... ......... ......... :: 3..... ...... ......
Chief Kitchekoka aull Buud ............... Rainy River, farming lund.. ......... ......
3..... ...... ......
' ~ an d Ban d B ........................... L a"eo
1 f tl1e \\'·00d'
Cb Ie,s
S

I

........................

I

do
do
do

do.............
do ........
I'
do ..............

ilo
do

10,
18,

do
do

22
21

do
do

.

III

~~ ~o~s.:::::..::::::::::::ISllrvey not yet completed.

I

do

I

do .......... ; ....... Farming Reserve remains to be sur-j
veyed.

Calldy ............... Snrvey not yet comp,leted.
f'orueri ............. Wild land in large '.Wild T.and" Reserve for Rainy River Indians ..........
" 3.. .............. 1 ( D. L.S.,
F. MileS} ..."lllveyno
"'.
t ye t comlee.
II t d
do O.
Bayne.

i

do
do

1

NOTE. - D. L. S. Wa!('ter is n')w engage(] on the sllrvey of Reserves set apart nmler Treaty No.4, and D. L. 8's Miles, Caddy, Ross and Bayne are l,\yingj
out the Reserves under Treaty No.3 at Rltinv f.ake, Rltiny River and the "J,ake of the Woods.
• These Reserves being scattered among'the Lsbnds and at. different points on the shores of the Lake, it has been rendered neces,ary to survey the greater
rart of tbe Lake in order to locate them. A nother season will be required to complete laying. them out.
.

A. H. WHITCHER,
Inspector of Surveys.
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SCHEDULE E.
SHOWING Subdidsion Surveys contracted for and completed, and of Block
Surveys performed between 31st December, 1874, and 31st October, 1875.

f

I

Townships Subdivided.

.

I

I

Section
,Lines
Surveyed.

I

Block Lines.

I

Line I
Surveyed.

---.---·---1--1-----11

Miles.

I

1

Miles.

,lIst

5th Range, East; Township 1.......................
67'44
0orrection Line, South....
65'34
6th
do
do
1 .......................
57'73 2nd Base
do
do...
38'91
7th
do
do
1, 2, 3 and 4 ....... ,'
281'40 1st Base
do ............
90'68
31st
do
do
5, :south..............
35'40 1st Corr~ction do
6'10
1st Range, West; Township 1 .. .....................
60'82 12nd
do
do ............
32'40
2nd
do
do
1 ...................... 1
67'01 3rd Base
do ...........
48'90
ard
do
do
1 .......................
60'95 3rd Correction do ............ 1'
42'744th
do
do
1. ..................... I'
67'03 ,4th
uo
do... .........
12'27
5th
do
do
1 .. ............... ......
60 94 15th Base
do
12'22
6th
do
do
1 ........ ...............
56'00 I' 5th Correction uo ............
61'22
9th
do
do
7 .. , ....... ............
61'20 6th t~ase
.
do ............ i
61'13
10th
do
do
7 ........... ·........... 1
67'14 1'6th Correctiou do ......... ".
28'55·
13th
ds
do
9 and 10 ............. ,
128'33 7t.h Base
do
59'()!)
. 14th
do
do
9, 10, 21 and 22...
281'00 18th do. .
do. ............
6'11
15th
do
do
9 and 10........ ......
12S'36 ,1st Mel'lalan Extenor, West..
6'09
16th
do
do
9 and 10 .............. ,
140'60 1311d
do
do ... 1
30'53
20th
do
do
17 ....................
67'24 4th
do
do ... [
IS'3!)
21st
do
do
17 and 18 ............ j
112'00 7th
do
do ...
42'78
22nd
do
do
17 and 18............
140'00 9th
do
do ...
24'41.
- - - - - - 11th
do
do ...
24-'451,940'59 113th
do
do "'1
18'33
'I
13th
do
do
12'22
14th
do
do ...
48'90
,15th
do
do ...
24'45
I
3rd
do
East ... I
6'1l
I
6th
do
do ... '
2445
7 t h ' do
do ... \
l2'22
8th
do
do ...
24'41>
I
9th
do
do ...
12'22
!
I10th
do
co ....
12'22
111h
do
do .. .'
30·9.~
12th
do
do ...
~10'56
do
do "',
37'13
)13th
14th
do
du ... !
.S·S2
(Jth
,do
do ... !__ ~

I

1'

"'j

I

!

I
I

1
I

Total l\rileage of BlOCkl
Lines .................... ~~

!

1,940'59

Area of Subdivision sun-eye .. 1

665'000

1'1Iile8 g e in TownshiPs .............
A. H. WHITCHER,

Inspect01' of SU1oe:IjS.
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APPENDIX 4.
ABSTRACT

.

of Returns of Commissioners-Half-Breed Lands and Scrip.
Claims investigated by -1Vr. Commissioner J-Iac/tar.

- -

, I- -

I

I

I

Children
Children!
under
lover
i

Parishes.

18
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1_ _ _.

-l-~~!

i

Headingley ................................ · ....... · ........ · .. ·· .. '1
Kildonan . .... ........... ......... . ...... ... ............. .........
Portage la Prairie and White Mud ...................... 1
St. Andrews......... ......... ..... ...... ......... ........ ......
St. Clements ......................................................
Poplar Point and High Bluff................................
St. James.......... ........ ...... ......... ......... ...... .........
St. John_............................. .............................
St. Pauls ...........................................................
St. Peters ...... ...... ...... ......... ............ ...... ...... ......

101
29
122
519
177
267
\'
105
64
71
50 - I

I
1·

47
II
23,
74
1

189
77
243
1,155
367
497
232
135
193
92

384

] 25.
151

7~

80
40

47
31
56
9

1~-5-1

Total.

Families_ 1_ _ _

I

41
25
47
252
65

I

Heads
of

66
3:-:

652

1,023

--3,18-0--

1--.---1--.
,
'__
Absentees in all the Parishes...... ........................
'Claims disallowed ......... ....................................

-

I

I.

I

32

Olai~~ti~~i:¥~~.~e:.~:~~~ .. ~~.~..~~~!.~ ..~~~~~.~~.~. ~~~I·

.

Children. _ _

1

164

18

194

i

50

358

. . . . . . . . . . :................................ I

717

I::'=~'==:= =:=1-4'~

Claims investigated by
Children
uuder

11:[r.

Commissioner Ryan.

I

Ohildren
oyer

-------------- ~--I-~I
Parishes.

St. Vital. ............................. ... ....
St. Charles .................... ,........ ......
St. Fran'iois-Xavier......... ...............
St Laurent -................................
St. Annes-,....... ................. ............
St. Boniface ............. .-.. ......... ........
St. Norbert .................................. ~.

'1

105

47

132

41
182

6.7
118
]42

273

I

65
68

168
149

Heads
of

"""iii"
59
91
44:',

I

7.')
72

205
224

Original
White

II

lI

I

Heirs of
persons I Total.

ISetu~i::-'d
I I

1_ __

44
3
22

I

-........ ......

I

32
18
19

I

56

311

8
336

1 1,632

48
29

140
126

." Aga",··············lt:::: ,: It';: . :;~ . ·I-"::
Grand Total. ...... · ............

---

1

368

I

275

296
343

804
886

i~~

·I·.............. I··....·...... ··I .............. ·i ..:···..·...... ~ ..·....·· ......1 9,293
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APPF)JDIX 5.
PRACTICAL

SUGGESTIONS ON FOREST TREE

PLANTING.

Preparation of the Soil.
A proper and thorough cultivation of the soil is an indispensable prerequisite to
WIthout this thorough l.ll'eparation, failure and disappointment are
inevitable.
To secure the best r~slllts the ground must hav"e been previou"ly broken and the
sod thol'onghly decomposed, then, with a common stirring plough, the ground to be
planted should be given a thorough ploughing to the depth of ten inches, after which
it should be thorougly harrowed ulltil'the ground is fiuely pulveriRed.
It i8 rccommended that the gl'onnd for a single row, for a fence, or for a hedge,
should be pJ'epal'ed in the above mal1l1ol',-ill a strip eight feet wide in the contre of
'which tho cuttings should be t:'et, leaving a margin for cultivation four feet wide on
-each side of the row.
,succes~.

J,Iethod of Plantiny Cuttin!/s.
Stretch a small rope of suitable length tightly OVOl' the exact place where it is
-desired to plant the cuttings, each end of the rope to be staked firmly to the ground.
/
The ground immediately beneath the rope should be smoothed off with a small
iron rake.
The planter should then take up as mnny cuttingR as he cnn cOlweniently carry
under one arm, and proceed to stick them in the ground close up to the rope. They
.should be stuck deep, leaving not more, in any case, than two buds out of the ground ..
If stuck in the full length it isjust as well.
It is advised that they shonld be stuck in slanting, say at the angle of from 30
to 45 degrees, and, invariably, butt end first.
For a live fence or hedge, they should be stuck, as nearly as possible, one foot
apart,
5,280 cuttings will plant a mile of live fence.
Two good hands can plant this mile ill a day, if the ground is properly prepared
for them.
Method of Cultivation.
As tloon after planting as the weeds and grass shew themselves, hoeing should be
commenced: every cutting should be carefully hoed.
All of the four feet margin on each side of the row should be hoed thoroughly.
As soon afterwards as the cuttings have started so that the row may be distinctly
seen, use the horse and cultivator, passing up and down the row often enough to kill
the grass and weeds, leaving all of the four feet margin on each side of the roW"
perfectly mellow. Then hoe carefully.
This process should be repeated two or three times during the season before
harvest. Not a weed or bunch of grass should be allowed to go to seed.
Great care should be exercised, in hoeing and cultivating, not to disturb 1he
·cutting or the young tree.
After harvest, all the w()eds, and grass found within the four feet margin should
be gathered and burned. Look ont for Prairie fires, and, if the plantation is in.
,odanger, burn round it.

tpA.RTIIr.j
¥M

It cannot be sufficiently impressed upon the tree planter, that tlwrough cultivation
the first season U?ill ensure the success of the pwntation. If this is neglected, it will be
found difficult to atone satisfactorily by subsequent good treatment.
The second year, the plants 'will do with half the cultivation; and the third year
no further cultivation will be required, as they will protect themselves from weeds
and grass.
.
At thifl stage Mr. Hodges recommends a liberal mulching of manure.
By pursuing this treatment the cuttings will be grown in five years to a size and
height which will form an impenetrable ba..ryier to horses and cattle as well as a
valuable wind break.
Mr. Hodges asserts that ton acres planted in this way in rows eight feet apart,
will, in that period, not only furnish all the fuel and fencing necessary to support a
farm, but will also bring a handsome Ii ttle income from the fence poles which may be
spared to less fortunatc neighbors.
The earlier the cuttings are plal1ted after the frost is out of the gi'6uhd the baner,
but the plantirig may be continued to the 1st of June with success.
Wben it can be done, fall ploughing is preferable to spring ploughing, Il8 the
ground is less liuble to suffer from drought.
Cuttings set in spring ploughing should have the earth pressed each side of them
as fast as the planting progr088es.
The procuring of Cuttings, Young Trees and Seeds.
White willow cuttings at the present time may be most tconveniently and
advantageously purchased in Minnesota.
Arrangements will probably be made by which the information necessary to enaDle
persons in Manitoba to obtain the above, together with any others of the trees which
it may be desired. to procure from Minnesota, as also the seeds of forest trees not
indigenous, which may be suited to Manitoba, may from time to time be had at any
one of the Hegular Dominion Lands Offices, on application.
. Young aspen and poplar, one or two year" old, may be gathered in waggon loads
in the vicinity of groves now existing in different parts of the Province.
The seeds of the ash-leaved maple, the ash and the elm, may be found in
abundance along the margins of Bome of the streams in Manitoba and the North-West.
These may be gathered t{) most advantage late in the fall.
. Forest troo soods are likely to suceeed btlst if planted just before the ground
freezes.
The latter should be finely pulverized and the seed planted in drills in small
.
furrows previously made by the hoe.
The seed should be liberally sown, then covered with a small iron rake t{) a depth
of from one to two inches.
Seed necessary to be kept throughout the winter should be kept in moist /laud in
boxes or barrels, two parts of sand to one of seed. Keep where the mice will not
find them, and where they will be cool and at about their natural moisture.
Young trees gathered in the fall should be heeled in, that is to say, placed side by
side in a trench on dry ground, where water will not stand. .
This trench should be large enough to lay in the roots,. and from a half to two
thirds of the young tree, which should then be covered with earth, to protect them
during the winter.
Care should be taken to keep the roots of the young trees mc.i&t until they are
:tinally planted.
They should not be allowed to be exposed to the sun or wind, but kept in as
nearly their natural condition as possible, and when planted should be planted with
care, the roots being aU Ft· :tightened out, and the tine tibrous roots given plenty of
rich moist earth.
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APPENDIX 6.
INDEX TO TOWNSHIP DESCRIPTIONS.

!
Page.
-,--1---1-----1--i

i '

Range,

Township.

---I

I

Page.

I

Range.

]

Township.!

181' .. "" ................. \; 8 West.
'1 ......... "' .......... .,
1 ......................... i 9
do
'1 ...................... ..
1 ........................ i'110
do
'i ....................... '
'1
1, 2, 3, 4 ,.................. ...... 11
do
20 ....................... .
'1 12
~ ..................................................................... 1
do
20 I ..................... ..
1
West.
1 ........................ I 13
do
9, 10 ....................... .
2
do
1 ........................ I 14
do
9, 10
3
do
1 , ........................ 1'1 18
do
]6 ....................... .
4
do
I
1 ........................ 119
do·
18 ....................... .
IS
do
1 ........................ 1 21
do
I
17, 18 ...................... ..
6
do
1, 7, 8 1........................ 11 22
do
17, 18
'1
do
7 ............................................................................................. .
1

5
6

East.
do
do
do

I

I. . . . . . . . . . . .

I

I

I........·..·.. ·....··..·

EXTRACTS FROM SURVEYORS' REPORTS OF TOWNSHII,> SURVEYS
EFFECTED DURING SEASON' OF 1875.
This appendix contains extracts from the Reports of.the Township Surveys in
the Province of Manitoba and part of the NOl'th-West Territory adjoining, describing
the nature of the surface, the kind and quality of the soil and timber,. and the suppiy
of water afforded by lakes, streams, and springs, and to be obtained by digging, with
such other information respecting the fitness of the several townships for agricultural
01' lumbering .operations as would aid the intending settler in selecting a suitable
location.
RANGE

I-EAST

OF TilE PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN.

Township No. 18.-Is well wooded and watered, the timber being principally
poplar with a small quantity of spruce. The soil is of good quality, a large proportion suitable for settlement. There are a few swamps and muskegs which may
easily be drained.
RANGE

V-EAST.

Township No. I.-Is weH wooded with small timber. A good deal of the best
timber has been destroyed by fire. The soil of the southern portion is of very inferior
quality and very swampy, that of the northern half is generally a rich sandy loam.
Good water can be obtained in any part of' the township by digging a few feet.
RANGE

VI-EAST.

Township No. I.-Is unfit for farming purposes, being very low and wet and
covered. in the greater party with long willows. There is some fair poplar scattered
through it.
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RANGE VII-EAsT.

T01t1lship iVO. 1.-Is useless (without thorough draining) for agrieulturnl purp,0se;<, three-fourths beinl! covered with either water, floating bog, 01' :swamp willowd.
The few dry spots are Htony and Iltl'ewed with large boulders, and are the only p!H·ta
on which the tirnucr (poplar) grow,; to any Rize. This town:;hip could be easily
dl'llincd into the River HOt'-eau which flows through it.
Township No. 2.-Thc gt'catel' portion i:s cO\'eJ'ed with f\w~mps, in which long
marsh willow,.:, reeds, ~cdge grass fil1l11'u8hcs predominate. The only sections at all
fit for settlement are the we~tem tic1' whith are wooded with poplar. The south
b1'anch of Hat River flows through the middle ofthc township.
Towilship JYo. 3.-The soil is unfit f(J1' !1gl'i('nltnral purpo:;cs, being of an inferior
quality with many bogs and swamps. The timber on the dry land is ppplal' and
willow~, of little value except for fuel. In some parts there are boulders ,of val'ious
sizes.
'
TOll'nship No. 4.-The soil is poor, thin and sandy, with frequent mar:>hoil.; un~t
for farming, but there is lUuch good poplar, tamarac and Norway pme m thlS
township.
RANGE'I-WEST OF THE PRINCIPAL l\fERIDIAN,

Tounship No. I.-Comprises very rich soil, well dt'ained by water cour~eil, and
('ommands a beautifnl view of the belt of timber along the Pembina River to the
the Fouth, HS al~o of that along the Red Ri,'Cl' to the ea::;t.
'
The only timber that this town~hjp contains stands in section 31, and will soon
be approp!'inted for building pl1rpo~e,,,. Generally the township is rolling prairie
adapted for immediate cultivation, there being little 01' no low land.
RANGE II-WEST.

Township :No. 1.-Is more or less intcrs('cted by dl'Y water course8, of which
the 11ead of the :Marais Rivel' is the pl'illcipnl, its beJ in many places containing ponus
of wuter which must prove of great vtllue during the dry season. The water b better
adapted to::' domestic usc -tI-Jl1n th,lt obtained by sinking. A few solitary fecond.,
growth trees exiHt along its banks. The soil is first-class, and the township gonerally
well adapted for immediate cultivation.
The Mennonitcs are in possession and rapidly pushing forward improvements by
way of building dwellings and securing hay for their stock.
RANGE

III-WEST.

Tou'nsTdp J'lo. 1.--Comprises rolling prairie with a luxuriant growth of grass,
more pat'tieularly in the northwest cornet·, is also ,yell drained by water courses.
During the dry season water is found only by sinking. The township commands an
imposing view ofthe Pembil,a l\fonntains to the west. It is already rapidly filling
up with Mennonite settlers. No timlJer exists.
RANGE

IV-WEST.

Township No. I.-Assumes more of a low character, well supplied with water in
some places by small lakes OJ' ponds, and others by pools in dry waior-COl1l'Ees. The
land iR more adopted for stock rnising, owing to the abundance of hay land and water.
The principal settkment., which is Mennonite, and designated "Bloomfield," stands
on Sections 15, '16, 17, 20, 21, and 22.
In the southwestern portion we, come across the first timber, along the
western boundary.
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RANGE V-WEST.

Township No. 1.-We begin to enter scrub and timber in Section 1, along the
International Boundary, and also to asccnd the Pembina Mounta.ins, which encroach
upon the southwest corner of tho towntolhip, extending from Section 33 on the
north to Section 2 on the south. A::l we len,ve the prairie and approach the base of
the mountains the land gradually becomes lighter and boulders abound.
The ascent for about one and a-half miles .is gradual by differont terraces of
table-land, until finally the stoep ascent of from one hundred to one hundred and fifty
feet brings us to the nrst grand elevatioll, which stilt further ascends to Section 5 on
the International Boundary, from whieh point to the we:'ltward it gradually assumes
the character of a table-land, which is covered with dense scrub and popInr, and more
to the north, oak groves. Thls towu8hip in many places presents beautiful locations
for settl3ment, well supplied with water and fuel, although in some places diffcult of
access.
RANGE V~-WEST.

Township No. I-Is altogethor comprised of the mountain range and for the most
part intersected with deep ravines of from one hundl'ed to two hundred and fifty feet
in depth, occasioned by the various small streams which take their rise from the
low lands and marshes met with on the top of the mountainR. It is along these
stream8 and rv,vines that the greater part of tho timber stands. It is composed of
poplar, with some elm in the central and southern portions of the township. The
timber on the northern tier of sections is, for the most part, oak of fair dimensions.
The south-west portion of the t{)wnship is in1:{)l'sected by the Pembina River and
valley, the latter being of an average width of about one mile and three-quarters,.
although fi'equenlly the section-lines cross the vallcy for a dbtance of two to three
and a quarter miles. The different terraces which comprise the formation of the
ravine are more or less covered with poplar and scrub, more Jlarticularly on the east
side, and the elevation from the bed of the river to height of land must be from two
hundred and fifty to three hundred feet.
The formation is generally a bluish shale (slate), and unstab1e when exposed.
The Pembina River it; about one chain wide, strong current, and an average
depth of one foot and a half, where the courRe iR rapiel, but where the current is
not so strong the depth is greater; the bed of the river is stony; the banks on
each side indicu.te a general overflow during the early part of the summer. ,Villows
abound along its banks, and farther away from the river dense scrub and alders.
Owing to the prevalence of fallen timber and the abundance of grass the mountains are visited with many destructive fires.
RANGE VI~WEST.

Township ..."to. 7.-Is timbered with a dense growth of willowB, with a sufficient
quantity of poplar and oak fOl' settlement pHl'poses.· The water is good, and there
is an abundance of hay. The soil is of a hlat)k sandy nature and very fet'tile.
Township No. 8.- Is well adapted for settlement, being- well watered, with
abundance of timber and hay. The soil i8 light but f'~rtile. The timber is chiefly
poplar and oak, of sufficient size for building -and fencing.
RANGE VII-WEST.

Town.ship No. 1.-'1'he soil is of second quality being sandy, but improves
somewhat in the southerly tier of Sections, especially along the north branch of
the Riviere aux Islet du Bois, a stream about three feet deep and thirty feet wide,
which flows in asonthea,f()l'ly direction across 8e(.ltion8 6, 5 and 4. Thero are many
marshes and several patches of prairie. 'fhe timber is poplar with willows and
brush. The poplar is generally so sUlail as to be fit only for itmcing and fuel,

RANGE VIII-WEST,

OwlUJhip No. 7.-18 neurly equally divided by north brancb of the
des Bois, which is from two to three feet deep and about twentynd flows with a good cut'rent in a general south-easterly direction.,
"f the northerly portion is sandy, that of southerly sandy ioam of second
. on the slope of Pembina ~fonntain, rough and hilly. The greater' part
yyooded with poplar, with. some oak, bireh and baswood on the mountain.
,8

RANGE IX-WEST.

Tou:ru5hip No. '1-Is heavily wooded with poplar, oak, ash, birch and elm, and
is well watered by broob, taking)heir rise in springs. The surface is very rugged
and hilly but the soil excellent.
RANGE X~WEST.

Township No. 7.-:Alth:mgh hilly is well adapted for settlement. The Riviere
aux Islet du Bois flows through the northern half: Its valley is well adapted for,
grazing. 'rhe water iii the lakes is of a good quality. The timber is chiefly hazel
and small oak.
..
RANGE XI-WEST.

TOUJl1Ship No. 20.-Is timbered with poplaI' and spI'uce, much of which is fit for
manufactm'ing for the wants of the adjoining townqhip'. There are many small
muskegE.', on the borders of which there is a contliderable quantity of hay.land .. The
soil is only of a medium quality.
RANGE XU-WEST.

Township No. 20.-1s timbered with poplar and spruce, with underwood of
willows. :Much of the spruce is of sufficient size to snpplythe wants of the townships
lying to the south. There are several mari>he~ in the township, and a lake about three
miles and 11 half long in the middle thereof. The water is excellent, and the land
well adapted for stock raising.
RANGE XIII-WEST.

Township No. g.-The western part consists of sand hills with bush but no
timber. ']'he eastern part has considerable oak and the southern part quantities of
spruce and tamarac, situated on a stream adapted to floating it. Excellent timber
for railway ties, with good water everywhere abuniant.
Township No. 10.-The northeast and southwest parts are sandy and of no value.
The remainder, fiue prairie, with oak find poplar scattered and in clumps.
RANGE XIV-WEST.

Towm:Mp No. 9.-The northern and southern pUlis sandy, with good grass-the
central portion well timbered with pine, tamarac, spruce &c. Pine River running
through the mid;;t, is clcar and rapids 4 ft. deep, 33 ft. wide:-banks 100 ft. high.
Township No. lO.-Southern part hroke" and with Sfilld hills, but growing good
poplar and scrubly oak-the remainder is fine prarie, well watered by Pine Creek,
witJ:-. fl, fair quant:ty of timber and hay.
Township No. 21.-18 low atld wet, nearly one-half being covered by lnkes and
muskegs. The timber consists of poplar, balm of Glead, spruce and oak from four
to twelve inches in diameter. The Boil of the timbered portion is good but not
first-rate.
Township No. 22.-The soil, timber and surface are similar to those of the
last-mentioned township.
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RANGE XVIII-WEST.

Township No. 16.-Is well adapted for settlement, the land t,
very fertile and weU wooded with poplar, wilhw, awl hazel. Then
small lakes round which thel'e is good haylancL The little Saskatchew"
acl'O';S the southwest quarter of the township and presents some good IDL

TOlOnshtp Ro. 18.-Is wsll watered by two large lakes, several small ones i
WhirlJ,ool Rivel' and a fe\v small watel'-eollJ'ses, and heavily timbered with poplar,
white birch and spI'uce and larch ill the low lands. The timber ranges from fbur
to fifteen inches in diameter. The soil is go()d, being loam on top with a yellow clay
sub-soi!.
RANGE XXI-WESl'.

Township No. 17.-About one-third is uudulating prairie, one-sixth burned woods
with uUllergrowth of val'ious kinds, and one-half wooded with a fine heavy growth of
popIa_r :fit for fuel and building purposes. The soil is firstclas8 except on the high
aUlI dry l:>anks of the Little Saskatchewan River which flowii' through the easterly
part of the township,
.
Township lVrJ. 18.-About one-fourth is partial prairie with small scrub willow,
&'c., the other thl'ee-f'oUl,ths is covel'ed wi,th lal'ge poplar in many places scorched by
fire. The!'e are a good many fresh watOl' lake" in the nOl',hwcilt qual'ter alJd a
beautiful clear watered and sandv beached lake at the northea"t corner of this tC'wuship and the Little Saskatchewa'i:t River flows through the east~'l'ly part. The Boil is
first-class every where.
RANGE XXII-WEST

Township No, 17-Is nearly all rollinp: prairie and the soil first-class except a few
salt and alkaline patche:J in the southern halt; where thel'e aro a few very salt lakes,
yet every quartet' section has three-tom·the. of it good urable l:1'1d.
Township No. 18-Is half pl'ail'ie and half WOJJlrmu, '1':1e soil is evcr:ywhere
good. The timber is large, sound and, clear, much of it fit for sawn lumber. '1'he1'o
are a great number of lakes, many of which are brACkish, unpalatable to our taste,
but relished veq much by our cattle.
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REPORT
OF THE

DEP ARTAfENT OF THE INTERIOR,
FOR THE

YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1875.:-

To His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir FRED~RIC TEMPLE; Earl oj
DujJerin, Governor General of Canada, etc., etc., etc/
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR :EXCELLENCY.

I have the honor to submit, in conformity with the law, the Repor(ofthe Depar~
ment of the Interior for the year ended 30th June, 1875, being the Second Annual
Report of the Department.
In 'all that relates to the expend.iture of the variou:'! branche" of the Department
and the necessary accounts and vouchers connected therewith, this Report will not
go beyond the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1875; but as reg~rds the general operations of the Department, especially in reference to Indians and to Dominion Lands, it
will inClude any occurrences or procee'dings subsequent to the last named day which
seem to be of general interest to the publ~c.
The five branches of the service placed by law under the control of the Miniijl;
tel' of the Interior will be noticed under separate heads in the following order:
1. The North West Territories.
2. Indians and Indian lands.
3. Ordnance and Admiralty Lands.
4. Dominion Lands.
5. Geological Survey of Canada.
The transactiom of each of thele bl'uncheil are already very considerable and in
many cases relate to .matters involving large and variei interests. The business
moreover of all the Be-anches, including (contrary to what was anticipated last year)
the Ordnance Lands Br3n~h, has gone on stealily increasing, and as a whqle, has
assumed such formidable proportion~ as to severely tax the energies both of the
Minister and his Djputy.
9--1
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Every effort has been made to systematize and simplify the mode of conducting
the business of the Department at Ottawa and to diminish as much as possible the
friction of the Departmental machinery. But not.withstanding the efforts in this
direction the strain upon the chief officers of all the branches is continuous and severe.
The legacy of arrears of work in connection with the Indian Bl'anch bequeathed
from the past has been almost entirely disposed of and the old papers and records of
that branch which wel'e handed over to the Department in a state of disorder and
confusion have been satisfactorily classified and arranged.
Among tfle mass of arrears thus cleared away will be found (as shewn in the
Report of the D~puty Superintendent General of Indians Affairs, Part I of the
Appendix) many'complicated and irritating questions, involving large amounts and
_~umerous interests; and pending for many years, which have been taken up and
~alt with to the sa~isfaction of all the parties interested.
I have muc~ -pleasure in testifying to the energy, industry and ability, with
which: the~deputy head of the Department, and the officers in charge of the several
bran~hes, have discharged their duties during the yeal' which has just closed.

I.-NORTH WES'r TERRITORIES.
In his official report, marIe to Governor Archibald in 1871, Ml·. (now ~Iajor)
Butlerwl'ites, "Law and order aee wholly unknown in the region of the Saskatchewan
" in so much as the country is without any executive organization and destitute of
"any means of enforcing the authority of the law." It is indeed notorious that
,
I
murders, and other crimes of the most serious' nature have been committed in the
Territories without its being possible to make any attempt to vindicate the law.
The first steps t:.tken by the Dominion Government with a view to the introduction of la\v and order in the Territories were the pasHing of the Acts prohibiting
the introduction of intoxicating liquor into the Territories and for the establishment
of the "Mounted Police Force," the latter in 1873, and the -former in 1874. The one
~tl'uck at the root of the crying evil of the Territories-the infamous liquor traficwhile the other supplied, in the officers and men of the Mounted Police Force, efficient
machinery for the prompt enfOrcement of the liquor law.
During the three
four years immediately preceding the advent of the Police
Force into the Territory, bands of outlaws and desperadoes from Montana and the
neighboring Territories had established trading posts or "forts" on British soil,
whence they su:pplied poisoned" fire water," arms and ammunition to the Blackfeet
and other Indians, in exchange for buffalo robes and other pel tries which they
carried out of the country in great numbers down the waters of the MissiSSippi. 'They
had in fact organized a traffic which effectually impoverished the Country and demoraljzed the Indian while supplying him with the means of making himself dangerolls.
By th.~ united operation of these Acts, the liquor traffic in those portions of the
Territories' where the Mounted Police Force have their stations has been effectually

or
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stamped out. The American Trading Posts have been beoken up and the whiskey
traders have recrossed the line. Lawlessness and cr:me are now in fact almost
unknown in the Territories and life and property are as safe there as in other
portions' ?fthe Dominion,
All the official reports .received fl'om the North West shew that the Indians
generally appreciate the great boon confel'red upon them by the Dominion Government and ascribe the peace aud security they now enjoy mainly to the operation of
the~e Acts, and to the presence in the country of the Mounted Police Force.
f"

NORTH WEST COUNCIL.

The Act passed during the lapt Session of Parliament kno:~n as" The N 0~t!I~
West Territories Act, 1875," provides for the appointment in ·the TelTitoeie8 of a:
re3ident Governor, of three stipendiary magistrates and of a cQ.llncil alltbOl'ized
frame all ordinance., necessary for the peace and good government of the cOllnti,§.:
One result of this Act, when brought into operation by your' E~cell~l~cy'S.\Pr~~
clamation, will be to abolish the existing North West Council organizecl in lfal'ch
1873 (under the provisions of 34 Vic. Cap. 16) to aid the Lieutenant Governor in the
administration of the affairs of the Territories.
It is due to that Council to record the fact ~hat theil' legislation and valuable
practical flllggestions submitted to Yonr Excellency from time to time through their
offic1al head, G.Jvel'llOl' :''[or6s, aided. the G:wel'nment not a little in the good. work of'
laying the foundaticns of law and order in the North West, in securing the good will
of the Indian tribeR, and in 0stablil-;hing the prestige of the Dominion Govemment
throughout that va ..t tel'l'itOl'y,

ii'

II.-I~ DIANtl.

An attempt has been made to exhibit in thiB Report in a compl'ehensive and
compendious form (see appendix H. part I,) statistical inf)rmation on all imp0rtant
matters relating to the Indians. The retlll'n in queiltion shewil the number, material
pl'ogl'ess 'and state of edllcation; of nearly every Indian Band in the oldel' Pl'Ovi nces
and gives, beside", many othel' important particulars.
The information on each of these heads is !rore complete than an,> which' has
been hel'etofol'e fUl'nished, and has been procured in such a shape as to admit of'
being easily tabulated and presenteJ in a convenientfol'm for plll'pose~ of l'efel'Cnce,
whereas, previously such information, when furnished at all, had to be gleaned ft'om
the scattered l'epOl'ts of the different superintendents and agents.
It is to be regl'etted indeed, that some Indian supel'intendents and agent::; have
neglected, (notwithstanding the eamest and repeated J'equests ft'om the head office),
to forward their returns, and consequently, tbe general statement is not as complete
as it ought to be .. Owing also to the fact that n::any of tbe retUl'ris were received \'el'Y
late in tb€ year, and when a p:wtion of the genel'all'eport was actually in type, there
9-1}
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was no'time afforded to analYile them as a whole with a view to satisfactorily
summarise the results and draw any general conclusions therefrom.
It will, however, be at once apparent that the genaral re:mlt of the last year's
'Operations has been decidedly satisfactory, ij.nd that the Indians througpout the
Dominion have as a rule made progress materially and otherwiee.
, It will be noted that a large number of additional schools have been established
and it may be aclded in this connection that aid has been promised to several others
so soon as- -"
the l'eqnisite
number of pupils al'e reported in attendance.
,
Industriut-s.chools have especially been fostered both by aiding liberally those
aJ.ready in existeriCeand by holding out encouragement to others which it is
ilr~posed to establish.
, During the pasf year I have endeavoured to procure as accurate information as posoS-lole respecting)he- number of Indians in the North- 'INest Territories. Through the
rkindries~.ofMr.J30mmissioner Graham circulars were sent for this purpose last winter
'to ~U1lie-E:u:dson Bay Posts on the Saskatchewan. The officers at the different posts
-promptly responded to my req uest, and from their returns and from information kindly
furnished by Rev. Mr. :fifcDougall, the Department has obtained an approximate esti
mate of the Indian population of the North-West not yet included in any rrreaty.
In the northern portions of our Territory there are many scattered.Indian Bands
who, from the fact that the lands there are unfit for settlement, will probably never
require to be treated with. I have given the estimated number in those regions, but
it is necessarily only conjectural. The number in the interior of Bl'itish Columbia is
also imperfectly.known.
From the above indicated and other sources of information, I am enabled to give
the following summary of statistics. Imperfect though it be, it will not be devoid of
interest at a time when new Treaties are in contemplation, and \vhen it is proposed
by Legislation to afford greater fa,cilities for enfranchising such Indians as have
.attaineu a sufficient degree of civilization.
~

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS.

The ~stimated Indian population of' the whole Dominion is 91,910, distributed
:approximately l1.F follows ; Indian Popnlation.

Ontario ...................................................... 15,305
Quebec .. _.... ............ ......... ..... ..... ........... ...... 10,809
Nova Scotia .................. '" .. .. .. .. .. ......... .. .. . . ..
1.849
New Brunswick.... ........... ........ . ..... .... .......
1,561
Peinee Edward Island ..................... _.............
302
- - - - 29,826
British Columbia ........................................ .. 31,520
11anitoba and North-West, under Treaty ......... .. 13,944
Sioux in :NIanitoba and North Territories ......... ..
1,450
From Peace River to U. S. boundary, untreated .. 10,000·
Rupert's Land, &c., ...... : ............................ ..
5,170
62,084
Total....... ................ ..... ......... ...... ......

91,910

v
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The treatment of the Indians in the several Provinces has unfortunately been far
from uniform. In some of the Provinces the Indian policy may have been partially
f<haped before they came'under the British Crown; but as there was sufficient opportunity after the cession to have adopted a more liberal policy, it is not very apparent
why the IndianE> were more liberally treated in Upper Canada than in any of the other
old provinces. It is a matter for gratulation that a policy as liberal afl that adopted
in Ontario is being pursued in the North·West Territories, and that the Indians,
there, provided they turn to the cultivation of their extensive Reserves 01' the raising
of stock, may become prosperous and contented.
(

In the following summary of property held by the Indians in the old er Provinces.
it is not to be understood that each Indian is possessed of the per capita amount stated.
Some bands, even in Ontario, own but little real or personal property, and some have
scarcely any invested funds. The statement is given to shew the comparative position
provincially of the Indians who have D)rsaken nomadic habits. In Prince Edward
Island the Indians have no reserves from the Ct'own, the lands which they occupy
being set apart for them by the benevolence of the Aborigines Protection Society,
and the liberality of private individuals. For particulars respecting each Band, Roe
A ppendix H., Part 1.

Personal property.j
Province.

----

Real Estate.

Invested Capital.

No. of Children.

--1------- ------- ---- --- --Per
Capita.

'

Per
Capita.

ICapita.
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: A~tendI Total. I S;:;;ol.

-----,--$ cts.I~'---$--:~--~-;:T~:-l--i-I

Total.

1

Total.

Total.
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13 54! 1,344,055 00 124 35 I 176,017 65. 27 28 I
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1,119 68 I 00 79
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The personal property which Indians have accumulated, the crops which they
raise, an,l the progress of education amongst them, are the best evidences of how far,
U'l a people, they may be entrusted with the management of their real estate and
vested funds. The value of the real estate which some bands possess in Ontario does
not result from their thrift, as these lands in most cases have become ,aluable not 80
much from the industry of the Indians as from their proximity to town,", villages, or
prosperous settlements of whites.
OUTSIDE PRmlISES.

It alford:; me :;incere pleasure to be able to report that during the past summer
the protracted and vexatious controversy between the Government and the Indians
of Treaties Nos. 1 and 2, in connection with the so-called "Outside Promi~es," hag
been adjusted in a manner satisfactory alike to the Government and to the Indians.
Those who are at all acquainted with the history of the administration of
Indian alfairs in Manitoba during the past few years, need not be reminded
of the dissttLbfaction among the Indians of that Province, arising out of the mbun derstanding as to the nature and extent of the so-called" Outside Promise;;." How deep
and widespread that dissati::;faction was, I had, myself, ample evidence during my
visit to Manitoba in the summer of 1874. On that occasion, I was met by deputations from all the leading bands of Indians in the Province, who came to state theil'
grievances on this subject. The complaints urged by some of the bands wore altogether wild and unreasonable,; bllt all of them, without exception, agreed in asserting
that the Go,ernmont had not kept faith with them, in regard to the distribution of
the articles promiseu to them, when the Tl'eaties were negotiated.
This unfortunate controvel'sy between the Government and the Indians originated
in certain verbal promises, made by the Commissioners, at the time of negotiating
Treaties No:>. 1 and 2-promises which were neither embodied in the text of these
Treaties, nor in any way recognized, 01' referred to, when those Treaties were ratified
~
in September, 1871. On a careful examinatiop of the papers connected with the
subject, it wa~ found that a memorandum was appended to the original Treaty No.1;
signed by 1111'. Commissioner Simpson, His Honor Governor Archibald, Mr. St. John,
,and the Hon. Mr.lVicKay, purporting to contain their understanding of the termH upon
which the Indians concluded the Treaty. (A copy of this memorandum is appended
to this report.)* It further appeared, that although this memorandum was not fo~'
mally sanctioned when the Treaties were ratified, the validity of the promises therein
made, was admitted by the then Superintendent General of Indian Alfairs, and repeatedly referred to, and at least partially recognized, in official de-spatches frwn their
Honors Lieut.-Governors Archibald and MOlTis, as well as in the reports of the Ind,ian
Commissioner, and in the minutes of the North-'West Council. After full consideration of the whole subject, your Excellency in Council was pleased to direct that this
* See Special Appendix A.
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memorandum should be considerei as part of Treaties Nos. 1 and 2; and that the
Indian Commissioner should be instructed to carry out the promises therein contained,
in so far as they had not been carried out; and it was further agreed that while the
Government could not admit the claims of the Indians to anything not set forth in
the Treaties 01' !femorandum, the annual payment to each Indian under the Treaties,
should be raised from three to five dollars, and that a further annual payment of twenty dollars should be made to each Chief; and a suit of cl?thing every
three years to each Chief and Headman, allowing four Headmen to each band,upon
the distinct understanding that any Indian accepting the increased payment authorized
by the Order, thereby formally abandoned all claim against the Government in connection with the" Outside Promises," other than that recognized by the Treaty and
the lYIemorandum.
In order to give as much weight as possible to the proposed new arrangement
with. the Indians, His Honor Lieut.-Governor Morris was invited, in conjunction with
the, Indian Commissioner, to visit the several bands of Indians interested in the
Tr~aties with a view to submit to them the d<lci~ion of the Government and to obtain
their acceptance of the new terms. His Honor at once placed his services at the
disposal of the Government for this purpose, and at his request, the Hon. Mr. McKay
accompanied him to assbt in that duty, he being from his knowledge of the Indian
language and his great personal influence among them specially qualified to render
valuable aid in the conduct of the proposed negotiations. To prevent, also; any possible mi8undel'standing hereafter as to the nature, of the new arrangement proposed
by the Government, a number of copies of the Order in Council, handsomely printed
on pat'chment, 'yere sent to Governor Morris and to the Indian Commissioner with
the request that they would present each Chief with a copy, and .secure his furmal
aceeptance of the new terms by his signature appendeu to another copy to be returned
to the Department.
His Honor and the Indian Commissioner report their several mi:ssions to the
Indians in connection with these negotiations as being tmtirely satisfactor1; every
Indian Band, with one exception, having cheerfully accepted the terms offered by the
Government, and expressed their satisfaction with the iiberality with which they
were treater!. In the solitary case where a band declined the prollosal, the
'refusal arose, not fl'om any (lissatisfaction. at the terms, but in consequence
of a dispute in reference to the Reserve to which the band thought themselves entitled. This diffiwIty will, it is hoped, be satisfactorily adjusted next season, when
the hand will, no doubt, give in their adhesion to the new arrangement.
TREATY No.4.

It was necessary to arrange for paying the Indians their annuities, and for distributing the presents and other articles to which they were entitled under the provisions
of this treaty. It was also tho::tght de3irable to take this early occasion to se1.ect the
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reserves which the treaty secured to the Indians and to obtain the adhesion to its
provisions of the bands of Indians living within the Territory covered by it who>
from absence or any other cause had not been parties to the original treaty.
To discharge these several duties Your Excellency in, July last appointed Mr.
Christie of Brockville, who had assisted Governor Morris and myself in negotiating
~he Treaty in 1874; Mr. Dickieson, who also was present when the treaty was nego·
tiated, being associated with Mr. Christie for tbat purpose. The duties assigned to these
gentlemen were satisfactorily performed so far as the Indians were prepared for the
arrangements. The narrative of their proceedings in connection therewith will be
found appended to this report. (*)
The text of the Treaty was printed in the appendix of my report last year, and
it is thought desirable this year, to complete the official record of the negotia:ion~
by publishing the de5patch of His Honor Lt. Gov. Morris transmitting a QOpy of the
treaty to the Department. That despatch is printed in the appendix to thi~
report. ct)
TREATY

No.5.

During the last few years Steam navigation has been successfully established on
Lake Winnipeg. Indications of valuable minerals and timber have also seen found
in ~he vicinity of the lake, and already applications have been made to the Govern·
ment to pm-chase land (supposed to contain minerals) at several})oints in the neighborhood. On the west side of the lake the soil in some localities is admirable
for agricultural purposes and the country is in every way adapted for early settlement.
Moreover, pending the construction of the portion of the Pacific Rail;vay lyin,g west
of Lake 'Winnipeg, the Lake and the Saskatchewan river are destined to become the
principal thoroughfare of communication between !fanitoba and the fertile prairies
in the West.
For these' reasons it was essential that the Indian title to all territory in the
vicinity, of the Lake should be extinguished, so that settlers and trader~ might have
undisturbed access to its waters, shores, islands, inlets and tributary streams. The
~outh of the Saskatchewan river especially seems to be of importance as presenting
an eligible site for a future town.
All these considerations pointed to the necessity of prompt negotiation with the
Indians on both sides of Lake Winnipeg for the surrender of their territory.
Besides these paramount considerations on public and general grounds for
treating with the Indians of Lake Winnipeg, further reason for so doing was found.
in the peculiar circumstances of some of the, Indian bands occnpying the terrritory
under consideration. A Band of Indians at Norway House at the northern extremity of
IJake Winnipeg had transmitted thro?gh Governo{' !forris early in the year, an appli(0) 'See Special Appendix c.
(t) 'See Special Appendix b.
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cation to be permitted to leave that locality and settle at the GrassyNarrows, better
known as White Mud River, on the westE'rn side of the,lake, about 70 miles from the
month of the Red River, where they desired to secure a Reserve on which to
commence farming operations. This migration on the part oftha Indians of Norway
House had been rendered necessary from the introduction of steam navigation on
Lake1Vinnipeg,and the importation of the Hudson Bay Company's goods via Winnipeg,
instead of York Factory as formerly; in consequence of which a very lal'ge number
of the Indians living in the neighborhood of Norw;y House, and who had hitherto
earned their livelihood a~," voyageurs" for the Hudson B~y Company had been
altogether thrown out of employment.
J:Iis Honor urged the importance of meeting, if possible, the wishes of the Indians.
This, however, could~ not be done until the Indian title to the territory had been
extinguished; and for this and the other reasons previously mentioned His Honor
recommended that a Treaty should be negotiated during the YAar with the Cree and
Saulteux Tribes of Indians, living on either side of Lake Winnipeg. His Honor
having expressed his willingness to act as a Commissioner for the purpose, Your
Excellency availed yourself of his valuable services, and he and the Honorable James
.McKay were appointed Commissioners to treat with those Indians by Order in Council
of the 9th July last.
.A satisfactory treaty (Treaty No.5 in chronological order) was accordingly
concluded by these gentlemen with the Indians at Berens River on the 20th
September and at Norway House on the 24th of the same month, and supplementary
treaties were concluded with the Band at the mouth of the Saskatchewan River on the
27th, and with the Island Band of Indians at Wapaw on 'the 28th of the same month
The area covered by these treaties is approximately about 100,000 square milel",
and may be described as lying north of the tel'l'itory covered by Treaties
2 and 3, extending West to Cumberland House, and including the country
east and west of Lake Winnipeg and of NelHon River, as far north as "Split Lake."
The terms of the treaty are almost identical with those of Treaties Nos. 3 and 4
recently concluded with other bands in the Territories; the only material difference
being in the smaller quantity of land granted to each family as a Reserve, and in the
reduced sums paid as a gratuity; the quantity of land allowed under Treaty No.5
being 160 or in some cases only 100 acres to a family of 5 persons, whereas the
quantity of land allowed under Treaties Nos. 3 and 4 was 640 acres to a family of five ;
and the amount paid each Indian as a gratuity under this treaty being $5.00 instead
of $12.00.
His Honor's despatch giving details of his interesting journey of about 1000
miles in a Rteamer on the Red River and Lake Winnipeg, for the purpose of
negotiating the Treaty, is appended, together with the text of the Treaty in full. (*)
(") See Special Appendix d and e,
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The cordial welcome everywhere extended by the Indians to the Commissioners, the readiness with which they accepted the terms offered, and their gratitude to
the Government of the Dominion for its liberality in dealing with them, are gratifying evidences of the goon. feeling generally existing at present among the Indians
in this portion of the Territories.
PROPOSED NEW TREATIES.

Early in August last His Honor Governor Morris reported that a feeling
of uneasiness prevailed among the Indians of the plains, and suggested that with a
view to allay this feeling a special messenger should be despatched without delay
to those Indians to inform them that treaties would be made with them next season
at Fort Carleton and Fort Pitt.
His Honor's suggestion was approved and he was authol'ize~ to senda messenger
to assure the Indians that they would be treated with next yeal" His Honor was
fortunately able to secure for this important mission the services of the Revd. Mr.
G . klcDougall, a W esleyan ~Iissionary from Bow Hiver, then on his return home
from Ontario with his family. That gentleman was also instructed when conveying
to the Indians His Honor's message as to the proposed Treaties next year, to use his
good offices with the Indians to induce them not to interfere with the surveying or
other parties then in the country.
Lieut.-Governor Morris report8 that Mr. }}lcDougall discharged his mission with
great fidelity and success, visiting for that purpose all the camps of the Indians interested : the principal encampments being found on the South Branch of the S:1Skatchewan and on the Red Deer River. :Mr. k[cDougali states that the message was
most timely as when he reached the IHdians in the west a feeling of discontent was
very general among them, and the Plain Assiniboines had come unanimously to the
determination to oppose the running oflines or making of roads through their country
until some understanding had been come to with the Government. This unpleasant
feeling was, however, he adds, entirely removed by the assurance he was able to give
them that they would be tt'eated with next summer at Fort Carleton and Fort Pitt.
Mr. McDougall estimates the number of Indians visited by him in these regions,
and who will have to be ,dealt with next summer at nearly 4,000 souls.
About the time the Revel. :Mr. McDougall was setting out from Fort Garry on
his mission to Fort Carleton, the Government received letters and telegrams froI!l. the
Territories which led to the"belief that the state of matters in the neighborhood of
Fort Carleton was more alarming than the despatches of Lieut.-Governor Morris had
represented.
Col. French, the officer in command of the Mounted Police Force, stated that
official rep.orts has reached him to the effect that the telegraph construction parties
west of Carleton had been stopped in their work and that a party of Geological Surveyors has been turned back to Carleton, and he recommended, with a view to prevent
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any serious collision between the Indians and the whites, that steps should be at once
taken not only to assure these Indians that a treaty would be concluded during the
coming season, but to supply them with some trifling presents. The matter seemed
!lrgent, and during my absence from Ottawa it was decided to grant a sum of $5,000
to be expended in purchasing presents for the Indians with whom it was proposed
to treat next year. It is satisfactory, however, to be able tD state that when the
facts were enquired into, it was ascertained that the reports which Col. French had
received had been exaggerated and that there had never been any cause for serious
alarm.
THE SIOUX.

The~e Indians occupy a somewhat anomalous position in our country. They are
in fact a portion of the Sioux tribe of American Indians who took refuge in British
territory after the Indian Massacre in Minnesota in 1862. They could not therefore
reasonably claim to be placed on the same footing or treated with the same liberality
as the Indian bancls"who had always been British subjects resident in Britbh territory. After a full consideration of the circnmstances connected with their peculiar
position in Canada, the Government consented last year to grant them a Reserve, and
selected what'was believed to be a suituble locality for the purpose at the forks of the
EttIe Saskatchewan and Assiniboine Rivers. This Reserve, which was intended for
the whole band, was found by the Sioux Chief~, who went to take possession of it, to
be without wood and consequently unsuited for their purpose, and the Chiefs requested
to be allowed to change their Reserve; at the same time intimating their wish to
have two or, if possible, three small Reserves instead. of one lat'ge onc. Governor
1I10rris recommended the application of the Sioux to ihe favorable consideration of
the Gover.r;llnent, and in November 18i4 instructions were accordingly sent to the
Indian Commissioner to take measures to ~elcct for the Rand, in concert with their
Chief;;, two or possibly three Reserves further west on the same basis as to acreage as
the Reserve originally proposed, namely 80 acres for every family of five persons;
it being of course understood that the original Reserve should ue formally surrendered
by the Band. Early in the year the Indian Commissioner obtained accordingly a
formal sun-ender of the original Reserve, and in company with the Sioux Chief"
selected a Reserve further west on the Assiniboine at Berry Creek or Oak River,
and another still fUI·ther west on Bird Tail Creek near .Fort Ellice.
These Reserves were surveyed during the summer; the former contains, approximately 8000 and the latter 7000 acres. Both present all the conditions necessary,
for an Indian Rettlement, and already a nnmber of Sioux families have removed to
them, erected houses and begun farming operations. The Sioux settled in British
territory are estimated atabont fourteen hnndred and fifty in all. They are reported
as being sober and industrious, and many of them have already acquired some knowledge of agriculture, huving worked on the farms of the settlers near Portage
Laprairie, Rat Creek, and other portions of Manitoba, where they have hitherto
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resided. Indeed, some of the settlers in these localities regretted the proposed exodus.
of the Sioux, finding their assistance useful in their farming work, but the generality
of the settlers will no doubt be pleased at their removal, having had ft'equent occasion
of late to complain of their depredations.
BRITISH COLUMBIA INDIAN LANDS.

The last despatch from the British Columbia Government on this subject (which
reached the Department after this report had been sent to the printer) enables me to
announce the gratifying fact that the Dominion and Local Governments have at last
agreed upon a basis for the settlement of this grave and complicated controversy.
The correspondence between the two Governments in connection with this question is given in the special Appendix to this Report, marked (f.)
It is confidently hoped that during the course of the current year this p~otracted
controversy will be satisfactorily terminated on the basis agreed upon by the two
Governments, and that the result will be to secure 'for the Red man a fair and libera
proportion of the lands of the Province without in any wise unduly interfering with
the interests of the white settlers.
PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

The necessity of a careflll revision of the Indian ,(\cts at present on the Statute
book, and of new and comprehensive legislation on Bome Indian questions which have
not yet been dealt with, has long been felt. It must be admitte'l by all who have
any familiarity with the pt'esent Indian Acts that they are inconveniently numel'ous,
that some of them are encumbered by extraneous matter, that many of their provisions are vague and indefinite, if not contradictory; and that they are in some l'espects
entirely opposed to the well understood and reasonable wishes of the Indians themselves. Moreover, since Confederation, the incorporation of the Maritime Provinces,
British Columbia, Manitoba and the North West Territories, has brought into the
Dominion upward of 60,000 Indians (nearly trebling the number of Indians previously existing in the old Province of Canada), whose circumstances, and sur- '
roundings are in many respects entirely different from those of the Indians to whom
the majority of the Indian Acts now in force were intended to apply.
With a view therefore to meet this pressing necessity for Indian legislation, it is
proposed to submit to Parliament during the coming Session, a Bill consolidating and
amending the Indian Acts now in force in Canada.
Although it is not thought necessary to indicate here iti detail the scope or character of the contemplated measure, it may be well to state that one important object
which it is proposed to secure under the new Act will be to facilitate the enfranchisement of the ID.dians.
The Acts heretofore passed to effect this object have proved unfortunately a dead
letter. With the exception of these well meant but inoperative Statutes, our Indian

C-) See Special Appendix F.
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legislation generally rests on the principle, that the aborigines are to be kept in a
condition of tutelage and treated as wards or children of the State. The soundness
of this principle I cannot admit. On the contrary, I am firmly persuaded that the
true interests of the aborigines and of the State alike require that every effort should
be made to aid the red man in lifting himself out of his condition of tutelage and dependence, and that it is clearly our wisdom and our duty,through education ami every other.
means, to prepare him for a higher civilization by encouraging him to assume the
privileges and responsibilities of full citizenship.
In this spirit and with this object the enfranchisement clauses in the proposed
Indian Bill have been framed.
INDIAN 8UPERINTE:'lDENCIES.

In my report last year, I stated, that it would probably be necessary to make
. .flO me change in the ol'ganization at present existing in British Columbia and the North
'Vest TelTitorie::l for the administration of Indian affairs.
The Indian Boards which it was pl'oposed to establish in those Provinces have
not been a succe::l~, and have, in fact, never practically been organized.
The experience of the last Y0ar fllmished fllrther evidence of the necessity of
thiil chang~, and your Excellency has a,ccordingly directed that from and after the
1st February prox., the Indian Boards in those Provinces shall be abolished and the
~dministration of indian affairs conducted thencefol'th undel' Superintendents and
Agents a" in the Province of Ontario.
Fot' this purpose, Bt'itish Columbia will be dIvided into two Superintendencies
,styled "the Victoria, Sllperintendency" and " the Fl'aser Superintendency." The
North ·Weilt Territorie» will similarly be divided into two Superintendencies styled
respectively, "The 11anitoba Sllperintendency," and "the North WeBt Superintendency."
The Victoria Sltperintendency will incluue Vancouver I:;htnd, Queen Charlotte's
Island and the Coast Indians genel'ally on the.m:tinland between the Cascade Range
~nd the Sea, as, far south as Howe's Somtd inclusive, and will embrace the following
Indian N ationalitieil, namely-the Cowichans north of Howe's S:mncl j the Quac•
kewlths, Bella-Cooftts and niilbanks and the T'Simpsheeans.
The Fraser Sllperintendencywill include the remaindel' of the Province, taking·
in the following nationaJitie3, namely-the Kooteneys and the Cowicham; as far
north as Bllrrard't; Inlet inclusive; the Shmnvhaps, Tahelies, Siccanies and all the
-other Indian Tribes of the interior not already mentioned.
The :Nr"nitoba Snperintendeney will inclllde the tel'l'itol'Y covel'eJ by Tl'eatieil 1,
~ and 5 and so much of the territory covered by Tre!lty No.3, a;:; is not or may not
hereafter be included in the Province of Ontario.
The North 'Vest Superintendency will include the territory covered by Treaty
No.4 and by any treaties which may hereafter be negotiated with the Indians in
the North W cst Territories cast of the Rocky Mountain;:;.
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It is ·proposed that in each Superintendency, theee shall be two or more resident
local Agents, who, besides paying the Indians their annuities and distributing the
annual presents, may it is hoped be made otherwise useful in intructing the Indians
in farming and aiding and encout'aging them in their efforts to help themselves.

The moral and industrial influence which such local agents, if carefully selected,
may exercise on the Bands among whom tl~ey reside it is difficult perhaps to over-·
estimate. The prosperous aud civilised Indian Settlement at Metlakathla in British
Columbia is an er:couraging example of the marvellous results which can be brought
abo\lt by the labours and example of one earnest able and devoted man, living among
the Indians.
III-ORDNANCE AND ADMLRALTY LANDS.
The recent transfer of the ~filitary properties and Naval Reserves in the Provinces
of Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick (detailed in appendix D, to Departmental
report attached to Part II) has increased considerably the dnties which already
devolved on the officer in charge of this Bmnch ..
The details of the operations of this branch of the Department will be fanna i ..
the Report of the Commissioner of Ordnance and Admiralty lands, Pm:t II of the
Appendix. Notwithslanding the adverse timeR, thfl income received from Ordnance
and Admiralty lands and derived entirely from payments on sm~lI and broken lots,
has maintained the standard of the past 18 yeal's, and that without undue pressure on
the holders of the lots. The income for the fiscal year reached $51,016.93. The
total amount produced by the Kale of Ordnance lands up to the present date exceeds
one million dollars.
The sales at St. John and Chambly (Quebec) contemplated in my summary of
last year have been postponed, awaiting the recovery from the present temporary
state of monetary depression. The sl}le at Amherstburg, Ont., made on the 23rd N 0vember last, has, notwithstanding the hard times, been very satisfactory. This property sold for $37,952 in lots at public auction or (irrespective of the buildings, valued
at $4,500) the l~nd, 45 acres in superficies, sold for $33,451 or at ihe rate of $743 per
.acre.
IV.-DO!rIINION LANDS. '
The detailed reports of the Surveyor General and his assistant and that of the
Dominion Lands Agent at Winnipeg bl'ing down the general transactions of this
Branch of the Department to the 31st October last.
The ~port of la"lt year included the history of the transactions of that yeal' up
to the 31st"December, but, it being thought desirable that the Departmental RepOl·t
should be in type to be laid before Parliament at its opening, it was found necessary
to close the record of the transactions of the Branch at the former date.
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SURVEYS.

A. large amount of work has been done during the yoar in connection with tho
township sllrveys, thirty townships having been subdivided and block lines run. and
marked for 1,020 miles. Twelve Indian Reserves also have been sun eyed and several
others are in progres8.
The special survey of meridians and bases entrusted to lvIr. Lindsay Russell was
unfortunately somewhat checked by the serious accident which befel that gentleman
at the opening of the season, by which the surveying party was deprived of the active
cooperation and personal supervision of its able and energetic chief officer. ~ otwith·
standing this accide'lt fair progress has been made by the pm·ty under the charge of
Mr. A. L. Russell, Mr. Lindsay Russell's assistant.
'rhe new base measuring apparatus invented by Mr. Lindsay Russell h:1,8 been
found a decided improvement upon anything previously employed on similar surveys.
\Vhile it ensures sufficient accuracy for all practical purposes, it accomplishes its
work moPe rapidly and therefore more economically than the costly and delicate
apparatus heretofore employed on extensive surveys of this kind.
SETTLE)IENT.

The general depression in bllsiness, and the partia,l destruction of the crops in
.aIanitoba by the grasshoppers during the pastsoason operated materially to discourage
immigration into the Province, and the number of incoming settlel's during the year
was consequently much smqller than in the preceding one.
In spite, however, of these serious drawbacks 500 homestead entries, representing
in round numbers 80,000 acres, were made in the ten months ending the 31st
October; and in the same period preemption entries in connection with homesteads,
representing upwards of 60,000 acres, were also made. In addition to these, 5,000
acres were sold for cash and 17,000 were disposed of under military bounty warrants.
During the season, a large addition was made to the thriving ~1:ennonite settlement of. the Province, and the first instalment of three hundred Icelanders established
themselves on the site assigned to their countrymen on the west shore of Lake \Vinnipeg.
'fhese latter settlers are spoken of favourably as gIVlllg evidences of thrift and
self reliance, and there is every reason to believe that this settlement, like that of the
Mennonites, will be entirely successful.
HALF BREED AND OTHER CLAUIS.

Two Comnlissioners were appointed by Your Excellency in 1I1ay)ast to investigate,
on the spot, the claims of the Ralf-Breeds and the Selkirk and other early settlers,
in the Red River Country. During the season nearly 9,000 claims were investigated
and disposed of by the Commissioner!! to the satisfaction of all classes in the Province.
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Should. any claims remain uudisposed of by the Commissioners, it is probable that
the Dominion Land Agent at Winnipeg will be authorized. to adjudicate upon them, .
according to the general principles laid down for the guidance of the Commissioners.
FOREST CULTURE.

During my journey from Fort Garry to Qu'Appelle, if' the summer of 18'14,
nothing impressed itself upon my mind more than ~he treelessness of a vast portion
of the country over which I passed. Day by day, as I crossed the wide extent of
prairies utterly destitute of trees, the question presented itself i How is the settlement
of these prairies possible, if the settler is without wood for fencing, building, or fuel?
During my journey I met at Fargo an experienced tree-planter in the employ of
the Northern Pacific Railway Company, through whom I learned that this problem
seemed likely to be tlatisfactorily solved south of the Boundary line. He informed me
that under Federal and Local Acts passed within the last few years, systematic forest
culture had been Ct1.l'ried on with very great success in the state of Minnewta and in
the neighboring Territories of the Union.
Early in the present year, the Surveyor General, at my instance, obtained from
Washington Official Reports giving details of the measnres taken with reference to
forest culture and of the reaults obtained in the 1Vestern States. Of the information
thus obtaifled an interesting synopsis is found in the Surveyor General's report.
Since the date of my journey this important subject has received considerable attention. It is referred to incidentally in Mr. Selwyn's Geological Report for 18'14,
and is exhaustively discussed in 1\11'. 'Dawson's able report on the International
Boundary line.*
The whole subject is one of great practical importance in connection with the
settlement of the North "Vest, and may probably be brought next session under the
consideration of the Parliament of the Dominion.
HIGHER QUALIFICATIONS FOR SURVEYORS.

The Surveyor General calI:3 attention to be fact that the scientific character of
the Departmental surveys now in progress in the North-West, and of those which
will become necessary in the future development of that vast country·, opens· a field to
distinction for Surveyors possessing higher professional attainments than have
heretofore been thought necessary in an ordinary Land Surveyor.
To provide th.e1'efore a supply of profe:3sional gentlemen·possessing thesehiglier
_qualifications, he suggests that the pre:lent Act on this subject fhould be amended so as
to allow persons now holding licenses as Dominion Land Surveyors, or who may
hel'cafter obtain them, to be subjected, should they desire it, to a more extensive and
severe examination in such higher branches of the profession as may be thought
necessary, with a view to obtain special certificates of proficieney in such branches.
• See the Report of thp. Geol;gy and Resources of the RegiJn in the vicinity of the 49th Parallel by
Geo. M. Dawson.
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The suggestion of the Surveyor General, if carried out., seems well calculated i:.
-react benefIcially on the general profession.
V.-GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.

/

The aIlnual Report of the Director of the Geological Survey of Canada and of
"his staff will be laid before Parliament, as heretofore, separately.
These Reports commenced in 1863 and continued regularly from that date have
-proved of great practical value to the Country by the impetus which they have given
to the developement of the Mineral r~sources of Canada. The Reports have moreover
for years pa;;;t cnjoyed a high and deserved reputation in the scientific world, both of
America and Europe. To these Reports the late Sir William Logan (whose recent
-death Canruia has much reason to regret) was mainly indebted for his fame and his
title; -and it is believed that the high reputation they have heretofore achieved will
'be fully sustained, while the Survey is under the management of the present Director
Mr. Selwyn, the able successor of' Sir \Vm. Logan.
The gencral geological examination of the country hat! made satisfactory pro"gress during the past season. Further important explorations and surveys have been
made in the coal fields of Nova Scotia, and in the iron ore and apatite bearing regions
in Ontario, as well as in the extensive and hitherto almost unexplored mineral region
, ibetween the Georgian Bay and 1tfoose Factory.
Borings luwe been made at Forts Carleton and Pelly in the N orth-West Territory
and fresh water in quantity was found at both places some thirty feet below the surface.
~The Director has no doubt that similar rcsults as regards fresh water will be obtained
in almost any part of the Western plains.
An extensive and important exploration has been made by the Director, accom-panied by the accomplished Botanist Professor, Macoun, through the Northern or
Peace River passes of the Hocky liIountains, and extending north easterly to Lake
Athabaska" with the object of ascertaining the geological character of the country
'and its adaptation to Railway purposes.
Detailed Reports of these exploratiollfl and surveYR will be given in the Geological Report of the current year, and will doubtless afford much valuable geological,
botanical and topographical information respecting this comparatively unknown
section of country.
Valuable additions have been made to the Library of the Survey; andthe Director reports the gratifying fact that from the first of March last the' number of
-visito~>s to the Geological Museum was almost double that of the preceding year.
CENTENNIAL

EXHIBITION.

In addition to his ordinary and arduous labors, a large portion of the time and
,attention of the Director and of his Staff, during the past six months, has been devoted
to work in connection with the collecting of specimens intended to represent the
mineral resources of the Dominion at the Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition.
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To the Director of the Survey the duty of superintending all the arrangementsresrecting this portion of the Canadian Exhibition was at the request of the Board of
Comlli.ssioners intrusted. The zeal of the Director, and his previous experience in
.such matters are a guarantee that, so far as the $5000 placed at his disposal will
enable him to do so, the display of Canadian Minerals at the Philadelphia Exhibition
will be creditable to the Dominion.
The Director reports that the efforts of the Geological Corps have been heartily
responded to by companies and individuals in nearly all the provinces; and that
there are now collccted in Montreal not less than 2000 specimens representing about
500 different localities in all parts of the Dominion from Cape Breton to Vancouver.
Amongst the specimens, which include samples of every useful mineral or mining
product hitherto discovered or manufactured in Canada, the polished marbles, the
building stones, the gold, silver, copper and iron with their ores may be mentioned
as especially de~erving 'notice. The mal'bles are represented by.60 polished slabs of
12 x 18 inches; the building stones by 70 six-inch cubes having one face polished, one
rough and the others dressed to shew four different styles of' working; Roofing slates
and slabs, lithographic stone, refractory materials, grinding and polishing materials,
mineral paints and manure, limes, cements, plasters, clays, bricks,. pottery,
petroleum, coal, lignite and peat are all well represented; also ornamental stones,
mineral waters and saIts.
In British Columbia the collections both of mineral, vegetable and animal
products are almost entirely due to the efforts of Mr. James Richardson and Mr. G.
M. Dawson of the geological staff, and coming from this distant and little known
Province these will be espeCially valuable and interesting.
To illustrate the geological formations of Canada a collection has been prepared
consisting of 500 specimens of rocks, arranged stratigraphically and of a nearly
uniform size of 3 x 4 inches. A descriptive catalogue of all the mineral exhibits is
being prepllred similar to the one issued by the late Sir W. E. Logan in connection
. with the London Exhibition of 1862. In it the fullest practical information will be
given respecting each exhibit, in such a manner as to render the catalogue perman~ntly valuable as a work of reference upon the mines and mineral products of ...
Canada.
All which is respectfully submitted.
D. LAIRD,
Minister oj the Interior.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INFERIOR,

January 31, 1876.
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Memorandum attached to Treatl/ .No. 1.
(A.)
MEMORANDUM OF THINGS OUTSIDE OF THE TREATY WHICH WERE PRO)lISED AT THE
TREATY AT THE LOWER FORT, SIGNED THE 3rd'DAY OF AUGUST A. D., 18'71.
For each i(Jbief that signed the treaty, a dress distinguishing him as Chief.
For Braves and for Councillors of each Chief, a dress: it being supposed that the
{ Braves and Councillors will be two for each Chief.
~
For each Chief, except Yellow Quill, a buggy.
For the Braves and Councillors of each Chief, except Yellow QuilL a buggy.
In lieu of a yoke of oxen for each Reserve, a bull for each; and a cow for each
,Chief; a boar for each Reserve, and a sow for each Chief, and a male and female
of each kind of animal raised by farmers: these when the Indians are prepared to
receive them.
A plough and a harrow for each settler cultivating the ground.
,'.
'.
These animals and their .issue to be Government property, but to be allowed for
the nse of, the Indians, under the superintenden0e and control of the Indian
Commissioner.
Thc buggies to be the property of the Indians to whom they are given.
The above contains an inventory of the terms concluded with the Indians.
WEMYSS M. SIMPSON,
MOLYNEUX ST. JOHN,
A. G. ARCHIBALD,
JAS. McKAy.
SPECIAL APPENDIX.

(B.)
Lieut.-Governor Morris to the Hon. the Secretary of State.
GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
FORT GARRY, MANITOBA, October 17, 1874.
•Sm,-I have the honor to inform you that in compliance with the request of the
Government, I proceeded to Lake Qu'Appelle in cJmpany with the Honorable David
Laird, in order to act with him and W. J. Christie, Esq., as Commissioners to negotiate a Treaty with the Tribes of Indians in that region.
Mr. Laird and I left Fort Garry on the 26th of August, and arrived at Lake
Qu'Appelle on the 8th of September, 1.£1'. Christie having gone in advance of us to
Fort Pelly.
We were accompanied on arriving by the escort of Militia under the command
of Lieut.-Colonel W. Osborne Smith, who had preceded UB, but whom we had
overtaken.
.
The escort took up their encampment at a very desirable situation on the edge
of the Lake, the Indians being encamped at some distance.
The Commissioners were kindly provided with apartments by W. J. :ftfcLean,
Esq., the oilicer in charge of the nudson Bay Company's Post.
After our arrival, the Commissioners caused the Indians to be summoneG, to
meet them, in a marquee tent adjoining the encampment of the Militia.
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The Cj'ees came headed by their principal chief" Loud Voice," and a number of
&ulteaux followed, without their chief, Cotte. The Commissioners, having dec:ded
that it was desirabl-e that there should be only one speaker on behalf of the Commisf>ionerS, requested me owing to my previouB experience with the Indian Tribes and
my official position as Lieutenant Governor of the North West Territories, to undertake the duty, which I agreed to do. Accordingly, I told the Indians the object of
-om:: coming and invited them to present to us their chiefs and headmen, " Loud Voice"
stated that they were not yet ready and asked for ,u delay till next day, to which we
assented.
On the 9th,four Indian soldiers were sent to the Commissioners to ask for two
.days delay, but we replied that when they met us in conference they could prefer
any reasonable request, but that we expected them to meet u,., as agr"eed on the pI'Svious day, and further that the Saulteaux had not conducted themselves with proper "\
respect to the Commissioners, as representatives of the Crown, as their principal
chief Cotte had not met us. Eventually, both the Crees and Saulteaux met us, with
their chiefs, when I addres,~ed them. They asked time to deliberate and we appointed.
the 11th at 10 o'clock for the next conference.
'
The' Crees then left the tent suddenly, under constraint of the Indian soldiers,
who compelled. the chiefs to go.
On the 11th we sent a bugler round to Sl.mmon the Indians to the al)point~
oonference, but they did not eome.
Intltead the Saulteaux sent word that they could not meet us except in their
own soldiers tent, distant about a mile from the Militi11 encampment, hut wo refused
to do so.
The Crees were ready to proceed to the marquee, but were prevented by the
Saulteaux, a section of whom ditiplayed a turbulent disposition and wel'enumerically
the strongest party. 'We sent our interpreter Charles Pratt, a Cree Indian, who was
educated at St. John's College here, and who is a catechist of the Church of England,
to tell the Indians that theYi must meet us as agreed upon.
In consequence, about four o'clock in the afternoon, the Crees led by "Loud
Voice," came to the conference, but the Saulteaux kept away, though a number were
sent to hear and report. On behalf of the Commissioners, I then explained to, the
Crees the objet of our mission and made our proposals for a Treaty, but as they were
not ready to reply, we asked them to return to their tents and meet us next day.
On the 12th the Crees and Saulteaux sent four men from the soldiers tent or
couilcil, which they had organized, to ask that the encampment of the Militia and
the conference tents should be removed half way, towards their encampment.
,
In consequence, ,we requested Lt.-Col. Smith to proceed to the Indian encampment and aseertain the meaning of this demand, authorizing him, if necessary, to
.arrange for the pitching of the conference t<mt nearer the Indians, if that would give
them any satisfaction.
.
lie reported, on his return, that the Indians wished the Militia to encamp :with
them, urlJ. that they objected to meet us anywhere 011 the Rccerve of the Hudson Bay
Company, as they ~aid they could not speak freely there.
He refused to remove the Militia camp, as it was a yery desirable place where it
had been placed, but with the assent'"Of the Indians selectea a spot adjoining th ..
Reserve and at a suitable distance from the Indian tents, on which the conference
tent was to ~ daily erected, but to be removed after the conferences closed.
We then summoned the Indians to meet us at 1 o'clock, which they did at the
.appointed place.
,
After the formal hand shaking, which ceremony they repeat at the beginning
.and close of every interview, the Oommissioners ~ubmitted their terms for a treaty,
which were in effect similar to those granted at the North vVest Angle, except that
the money prel:lent offered was eight dollars per head, instead of tweh"e dollars as
there.
The Indians declined, however, to talk about these proposals, as they said there
was something in the way. They objected to the Reserve having been surveyed
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for the Hudson Bay Company, without their first having been consulted, and claimed
that the £300,000 paid to the company should be paid to them. They 8JSO objected
to the companies trading in the Territory, except only at their posts. The Commis.'onel's refused to comply with their demandtl, and explained to them how the
Company had become entitled to the Reserve in question, and the nature of thearrangement., that had resulted in the payment by the Government of Canada of the£300,000.
The conference, adjourned to 1fonday the 14th on which day the Commissioners
again met them, but the Cree chief "I~oud Voice" asked for another day to consider
the matter and" Cotte" or "Meemay" the Saulteaux chief, from Fort Pelly, asked
to be treated "'jth, at his own place. They demanded, that the Company should only
be allowed to trade at their own posts, and not to send out traders into the Territory
J -whieh was of course refused, it being explained to them that all Her Majeilty's
j. eubjects had equal right of trading.
The Commissioners, then agreed to grant a final
delay of another day, for further consideration. Up to this period the position Watl
Tery unsatisfactory.
The Crees were from the first ready to treat, as were the Saulteuux from Fort
Pelly, but the Saulteaux of the Qu'Appelle District were not disposed to do so and
attempted to COOl'ce the other Indians.
They kept the chiefs" Loud Voiee " and" Cotte " under close surveillance, they
being either confined to their tentR or e11:'e watched by" soldiers," and threatened if
they sho~ld make any overtures to us.
The Saulteaux cut down the.tent over the head of one of the Cree chiefs and
eonducted themselves in such a manner, that "Loud Voice" applied to the Commll:isioners for protection, and the Crees purchased knives and armed themselves.
The Saulto!tux, one day went the length of placing six" soldiers," armed with
rifles and revolvers, in the conference tent to intimidate the other Indians, a step
which was promptly counteracted by Lt.-Colonel Smith, calling. in six of the Militiamen who were stationed in the tent. In this connection, I must take the opportunity of stating that the results, proved the wisdom of the course taken by the
CommisRiooers in obtaining the escort of the Militia, as their presence exerted great
moral infiuence, and I am persuaded, prevented the jealousies hnd ancient feud.
betweon the Crees and Saulteaux culminating in acts of violence.
The conduct of the whole force was excellent and, whether on the march or in the
encampment ground, they conducted themselves in a most creditable manner.
Resuming, however, my narrative, on the 15th of September, the CommissIoners
again met the Indians at 11 o'clock in the forenoon.
The Crees had, in the interval, decided to treat with us independently, and the
Saulteaux, fi.nding th~s, came to a similar conclusion. After a protracted interview,
the Indians asked to be granted the same terms as were given at the North Wesl
angle. The Commissionera took time to consider and adjourned the conference,
Inti!· 3 o'elock.
.
In the interval,the Commissioners, being persuaded that a treaty could nOl
otherwise be made,determined on acceding to the request of the Indians.
The Indians, having again met the Connnissioners in the afternoon, presented.
their chiefs to them, when they asked to be informed, what the terms granted at the
North WeHt Angle were. These were fully and carefully explained to them, but after
. 11. request that all the Indians owed to the Hudson Bay Company should be wiped
out and a refusal of the CommisHioners to entertain their demands, they then asked
that tbey should be paid fifteen dollars per annum per head, which was refused, and
they were informed that the proposals Of the Commissioners were final, and could
Bot be c h a n g r d . '
•
The chiefs then agreed to accept the terms offered and to sign the treaty, having
first asked tha,t the half-breeds should be allowed to hunt, and having been assured
that the population in the North West would be treated fairly and justly, the treaty
was signed by the Commissionera and the ehiefs, having been first fully explained .J
them by the interpreter.
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Arrangements were then made to commence the payments and distributiQn, of·
the presents the next day, a duty which was discharged by Mr. Christie and Mr.
Dickieson, Private Secretary of the Honorable Mr. Laird.
I forward you to form an appendix to this despatch, a report marked " A" and
"B" extended from notes taken in short hand, by !-fr. Dickieson, of the various
conferences and of the utterances of the Commissioners and the Indians.
It is obvious that such a record will prove valuable, as it enables any misunderstanding on the part of the Indians, as to what was said at the conference, to be corrected, and it, moreover, will enable the Council better to appreciate the c~aracter of
the difficulties that have to be encountered in negotiating with the Indians.
On the 17th I left for Fort Ellice, in com.pany with Mr. Laird, 111'. Christie and
Mr. Dickieson remaining to complete the payments, which were satisfactorily dis. ,
,
posed of.
Before leaving, the Chiefs" Loud 'Voice" and Cotte called on us to tender their "
good wishes, and to assure us that they wO,uld teach their people to reflpect the
treaty.
Tlie Commissioners received every assistance in their power from Mr. McDonald
of Fort Ellice, in charge ofthe Hudson Bay Company District of Swan River, and. from
Mr. McLean, in charge of the Qu'Appelle Post,-I also add, that the Half-Breed
population were I believe generally desirous of seeing the treaty concluded and
used the influence of their connection with the Indians in its favor.
I forward in another despatch a copy of an address I received from the Metis,
together witfi my reply thereto.
.
The treaty was taken charge of by the Honorable Mr. Laird, and will be by him
placed on record in his Department and submitted to Council for approval.
I .enclose herewith, however, a printed copy of it, marked "C," to accompany
this despatch.
The supplementary treaty made at Fort Ellice will form the subject of another
despatch.
Trusting that the efforts of the Commissioners to secure a satisfactory
understanding with the Western Indians will ret:mlt in benefit to the race, advantage
to the Dominion, and meet the approval of the Privy Council,
I have the honor to be, Sil',
Your obedient servant,
ALEXANDER :MORRIS,
Lieut.-Gov. N. W. T_

(C.)
Commissioners ChrIstie and Dickieson to the Hon. the ,JIinister of the Interior.
7th October, 1875.
SIR-We have now the honor to submit, for your information, our final report in
connection with our mission to the Indians included in Treaty No.4.
As former reports have made you fully acquainted with the arrangements that
had been entered into previous to our departure from this place, any further reference
to theII\ is unnecesflary.
Having left Winnipeg on the 19th August, we arrived at Fort Ellice on the 24th
the day appointed for meeting the Indians of that place. The same evening we had
an interview with, and fully explained the terms and conditions of the treaty to some
of the Indians who were not present when the treaty was concluded last year. Next
'morning, by appointment, we met all the Indians and explained to them the object of
our mission,-and, after considerable discussion, made arrangements to commence paying the annuities next day. This, however, was prevented by heavy rains which
'WINNIPEG l\fANITOBA,
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(lontinued more or less to retard our operations on the two following days, the 27th
and 28th, but everything was sati'Sfactorily concluded with this Band on the evening
of the latter day, and on the following morning we started for the Qu' Appelle Lakes,
accompanied by an escort of fifteen men of the Mounted Police Force, under the com~
mand of Sub-Inspector McIllree,' which had arrived at Fort Ellice on the evening of
the 26th, and reached our destination on the forenoon of the 2nd September.
As you are aware, we had heard before leaving Winnipeg, that the number of
Indians assembled at the Qu' Appelle Lakes would be very large, but we did not anticipate that so many as we found (nearly 500 lodges) would be congregated.
We at once saw that the funds at our disposal to pay the annuities and gratuities
would be inadequate, {and availed ourselves of the opportunity presented by the
return of Major Irvine to Winnipeg, to forward a telegram on the 5th September,
requesting a further amount of six thousand dollars to be placed to our credit; and
we may state here, though out of the order of time, as we found after the first two
-days payments that we had still under estimated the number of Indians present, we
transmitted a telegrani'to Winnipeg by special messenger, on the 9th September, for
a further credit of fifteen thousand dollars.
On the 3rd September we met the Indians and explained the object of our
mission, and, for the benefit of those who were absent last year, the terms and conditions of the treaty, and stated that we were now ready to fulfil so many of the
()bligations therein contained as the Government were bound to execute this year.
The Indians declined saying anything on this occasion, but wished to meet and confer
with us the following day, as they had something they wished to speak about. They
accordingly met us on the 4th, and made several demands, one of which was that the
.annuities be increased to $12 per head. We replied that the treaty concluded last
yellr was a covenant between them and the Government, and it was impossible to
<lomply with their demands; that all we had to do was to carry out the terms of the
trE).aty in so far as the obligations of the same required. An idea s@O:lmed prevalent
.m;nong the Indians who were absent last year that no treaty had been concluded
then; that all which had been done at that time was. merely preliminary to the
making oftrle treaty in reality, which they thoughtJwas to be performed this year.
The prevalence of this opinion amongst them operated very prejudicially to the furthering 0:( our busines!', and we saw that until this was done away with it would be impossible to do anything towards accomplishing the real objects of our mission. After
ttgreat deal of talking on their part, and explanation on ours, the meeting adjourned
un,til Monday morning, as it was necessary that provisions should be issued to the
-different Bands that evening for the following day.
On Monday (the 6th) we again met the Indians, and as they evidently wished to
have another day's talking to urge the same demands they had made on Saturday, we
.assured them all further discussion on the subject was useless; .that if they declined to
.accept the terms of the treaty we must return and report' to the Government that
they had broken the agreement they had made last year. They then asked that we
,should. report to the Government what they had demanded. This we agreed to do.
Mter some further explanation to those chieftl who had not signed the treaty, the
payment of the annuities and gratuities was commenced and continued by Messrs.
Dickieson and :Forsyth on this and the three following days until completed, during
which time',Mr. Christie conferred with the chiefs as to the locality of their Reserves.
Six chief.., who had not been present last year when the treaty was concluded,
,agreed to aceept the terms of the same, and signed their adhesion previous to being
paid. The instruments thu" signed by them are transmitted herewith.
The suits of clothetl, flags, medals aud copies ofthe treaty were given to the
-chiefs and head men as they were paid, and on the 10th the ammunition and twine
were distributed, also provisions to each Band for the return journey to their hunting
,grounds.
Having concluded our business at Qu' Appelle Lakes, we started for Fort Pelly on
the evening of the 10th, and arrived at that post on the 14th. Owing to inclement
we.ather on the 15th.we could not meet the Indians until the next day, when the pay-
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ments were made, clothing &c. distributed, and all the business we had to transact
with this Band completed. A few of the Indians belonging to this Bandi wished to'
separate from it and join the Shoal River Indians; a(3 we saw no objection ~o theirdoing so we agreed that they should be allowed to join that Band.
We were waited upon here by a few of the Egg Lake Indians, including some ofthe leading men who wished to have the treaty explained to them, which we did. As.
there was only a small portion of the Band present, and they had not been delegated
to meet us and give in their adhesion to the treaty, we could make no arrangements
with this.Band, and under the CIrcumstances, thought it best not to press the matter.
We, however, took the opportunity of warning them, that although they had not ac-cepted tM terms of the treatyj they were suBject to the laws al:l were all other inhabitants of the country, and must not interfere with or molest in any way any
person passing through or working in the territory, that if they did so they would bepunished. They said they had no evil intentions~ though th~y did not accept the
treaty.
A small quantity of provisions waS given them for their return journey, and·
they left apparently well pleased, and we have little doubt they will accept the·
terms of the treaty next year.
We left Fort Pelly on the 18th, and arrived at Shoal River on the 22nli
September. We had our first interview with the Indians of this locality on the 24th,
having been prevented by rain from meJting them on the previous day, and explained the terms of the treaty, and persuaded them that _the object sought by the
Government was their benefit. This having been done they agreed to accept theterms offered, and presented their chiefs.
As members of both the Cree and Saulteaux tribes belong to this post, and
they could not agree to live in one Band under one Chief" it was considered advisable
as a-solution of the difficulty to allow etlch its own Chief, but, the bands being small,
we restricted them with 'respect to the number of head-men, allowing only twoinstead of four to each band. This having been I:latisfactorily arranged, the payments were proceeded with, and on the following day the other articles provided
under the terms of the treaty were distributed.
As we found that the journey from Swan Lake House to Winnipeg could be
. niore easily accomplished by boat, via :L:tkes Winnipegosis and Manitoba to Oak
Point, and thence by wagon, than by the road we had com"e, and that the expen8&.
- wonld be no more, we decided to travel by this route, which we did, 'and arrived at
Winnipeg on the 4th instant.
.
The number of Indians paid at the different posts was 3,974, and the amount
disbursed in gratuities and annuities fifty thousand nine hundred and ninety-threecoll~s ($50,993), viz. :Number of Indians paid
do
do
do
do
do
do

at Fort Ellice.. ....... 35'7, amount. .... . $ 3,858
Qu Appelle Lakes ... 3,028, do .. , ... 40,238
Fort Pelly............. 278, do
1,678
5,219
Shoal Lake............ 311,
do
3,974

$50,993

We beg to refer you to the accompanying pay-sheets and documents connected'
therewith, and to the abstract from the same attached hereto, shewing the Bands·
paid, the amount paid to each, the class of Indians, and whether paid last year or'
not, a.nd all other information we think necessary on this point:
RESERVES.

The queHtion of Reserves has been carefully considered, and long interviews held:
with the Indians on the subject. Many of the Bands have no desire tQ settle and,
~mmence farming, and will not turn their attention toagricultll!'e until they are
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forced to do so on account of the failure of their present means of subsistence by the
extermination of the buffalo. Other" have commenced to farm already, although toa Vf?iry slight extent, and wish to have their Reserves set apart as soon as po"sible.
Instructions have been given to Mr. Wagner, D.L.S., to survey Reser,es for the
following Bands, viz. : -

1. Pisqua's, or ihe Plain's (49 families), at Leech Lake, about half way from
Fort Ellice to the forks of the Qu'Appelle Road, leading to Fort Pelly, on the south
aide of the road.
2. Cawacatoose's, or the Poor Man's (33 families), at the Big Touchwood Hills,
close to the Round Plain, north-east of the Old Fort.
3. George Gordon's (41 families), at the west side of the Little Touchwood Hills.
This Band has been settled there for some years.
4. White Bear's (35 families), at the Moose Mountains, south· west of Fort
Ellice.
.
5. Kichi-ka-me-winin's, or the Great Seaman's (22 families), at the Moose.
Mountain, near the White Bear'l:! Band.
6. Gabriel Cot{l'S Band (35 families) wanted their Reserve either at the Old Fort,
on the ASBiniboine River, about 20 miles west of Fort Pelly, or on the banks of the
Swan River, commencing opposite Thunder Hill and stretching downwards on both
aides of the river. As these localities are in the vicinity of the projected line of
railway no decision was given, but Mr. Wagner was instructed to examine both
,places and report to the Department.
,
7. Wawasecappo's Band (58 families) want.ed their Reserve at the head of the
:BiJ:d Tail Creek, but as that locality is included in the limits of Treaty No.2, n()
decision could be given until the Department has been consulted on the subject. A
few families belonging to this Baud have been settled for nine or ten years at the·
Round and Crooked Lakes, on the Qu'Appelle River, about 60 miles from FortEllice,
and, as they have made considerable improvements there, do not wish to be removed.
As we saw no serious objection to this, their wishes were acceded to, and instructions
given to Mr. Wagner accordingly. There are seven families now living at these
lakes.
8. The Key's Band (27 families), at the west side of the Woody River, which
rises in the Porcupine Mountain" and falls into the Swan Lake to the west of. the
Swan River. This Band has been settled there for some time, have ground under
cultivation, and possess a number of cattle and horses.
9. Kishikonse's Band (36 families), at the east side of the Woody River, opposite
" The Key's' Reserve. This Band hive also commenced to farm, and own 97' head
of cattle and 57 horses.
Both these Bands have made considerable progress in farming, as is evinced by
the number of cattle and horses owned by them, and are anxious to receive assistance.
No instructions have been given in regard to the survey of their Reserves, as we
thought Mr. Wagner's time would be fully occupied till the close of the season in
lIurveying the Reserves above referred to.
The following Bands are not prepared to settle on their Reserves at present, but
ha,e intimated the localities where they desire them to be.
1, Ka-ki-shi-way or "Loud Voice" (49 families), at the Round and Crooked
Lakes, Qu'AppeIle River, eitber above or below the Reserve set apart for those
.Indians belonging to the Fort Ellice Band who are settl~d there as already mentioned. 'J'heyare not quite decided On the matter, and wiSh to Bee the place.
2. Achacoossacootacoopit, deceased White Calf's Son's (13 families)" at the
. Round and Crooked Lakes, neal' " Loud Y oice's ' Band.

•
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3. Canahachapew's, or Ready Bow's (23 families), at the Big Touchwood Hills,
the Reserve of the Poor Man's Band.
4. Day Star's (.16 familiefl), at the Big Touchwood Hills, near the laEt men- .
tioned Band.
5. Little Black Bear's (35 families), somewhere on the Beaver Hills, between
Fort Pelly and the Little Touchwood Hills. The exact locality is undecided.
.
6. Cheechuck'sBand (34 families), around the Devil's Lmke on the Touchwood
Rills and Fort Pelly road, to the south of the Touchwood Hill cart road. He was
told he could have this Reserve south and east of the Lake, but not within 20 miles
-of the railway.
7. Hard Quill's (41 families); at the Devil's Lake, adjoining Cheechuck's.
. 8. Pieahpot's (50 families), at the Little Touchwood lIills, adjoining George
'Gordon's.
·The following Bands have no desire to commence farming at present, and gave
no intimation with regard to the localities where they desired their Re.serves to be
set apart. (They are plain hunters, and depend entirely on the buffalo for fmbsistance) ; ~joining

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Kakiwil:ltahaw's........................................
Chakacha's ..................................... , .. ......
Cowwecess's.... ............... ...........................
Okanee's (Fox's Son).................................
Le Croup de Pheasant's.. ............................

58 families.
37
do
37
do
16
do
18 do

AGRICULTURAL B1PLE;\1ENTS AND CATTLE.

As you were informed on the 18th of August, a supply of agricultural implements was forwarded to Forts Ellice, Qu'Appelle and Pelly. Those sent to the two
former places are in store subject to future disposal. A few of the IScythes, axes,
hoes, spades, and the grindstone sent to Fort Pelly were, at the chief's reqnest,
delivered to him for his Band, as he stated they could URe them this fall. The bahtnce
remain tltol'ed in the Hud8on's Bay Company's warehouse at Fort Pelly.
Accompanying this Report is a statement of the number of articles forwarded to
~ach post. We beg to call your attention on this point to the annexed letter from
the officer in charge of the Swan River DistrIct, 1I1:r. :1fcDonalu, which states that
though the Hudson's Bay Company will provide storage for these articles they decline
having anything to do with their distribution.
In reference to the cattle which we were authorized to give, according to the
terms of the treaty, to any Band which was preparecl'to winter them we have to
inform you that cattle were given onty in one instance, viz" to Pisqua's Band.
Cawacatoose, or" The Poor 1I1:an," stated that his Band had made preparations
for wintering cattle, but, as we had no definite information on the ~ubject, we
instructed }tIl'. Wagner when surveying the Reserve to ascertain if such preparations
had been made, and in the event of his being satisfied that the cattle would be properly
cared for, we furnished him with an order drawn on the Hudson's Bay Company to .
be delivel'ed to Cawacatoose, for the number of cattle required. Should he find that
proper aecommodation and provender have not been provided the order will be
returned to the Department.
'.
No agricultural implements have been forwarded to Shoal River, and as these
Bands, as before stated, manifest a great desire to cultivate the soil, everyencouragement and assistance should·be given them; and to this end we would recommend that
:arrangements te made io forward the agricultural implementl:l and carpenter's tools,
.as well as beed grain and potatoes, as early as possible next spring, via Lakes
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¥anitoba and Winnipegosis. Provision should also be made to meet and fulfil
the terms of the treaty on this head to all Indians whose Reserves shall have been
surveyed, and who have commenced the cultivation of the soil.
EXPENDITURE.

As will be seen by reference to the accounts forwarded to the Department, the
expenditure for provisions; &c. has far exceeded the amount appropriated for this
purpose, but in this matter we endeavoured to curtail the expenditure as much as
possible, and when the large number of Indians fed while at the different posts and
provisioned fo... their return journey is taken intD account, we do not think the
expenditure will be considered extravagant.
.
Such supplies as it was necessary to procure outside of Manitoba we purchased
Df the Hudl:;on's Bay Oompany, on the understanding that the accounts for the same
would be paid on our arrival at Winnipeg, and to enable us to do so, we telegraphed
you on the 5th instant, to place a sum sufficient to our credit in the Ontario Bank.
By this arrangement we procured the provisions at a much more reasonable rate
than if the accounts had been forwarded to Ottawa for payment.
The engagement into which the Hon. James McKay entered for the furnishing
and transport of supplies was executed to the letter, all entrusted to him being
delivered in good order and condition at the the different posts at the time appDinted.
We cannot omit mentioning the services rendered to us by Mr. Wagner, who
kindly undertook the duty of issuing the provisions daily to the Indians at Qu'Appelle, which he discharged in a most satisfactory manner and we beg strongly to
recommend him to your favorable consideration.
Hon. Mr. Bl'eland, who had been sent to notify the Indians, met us on our arrival
at Qu'Appelle, and was of much assistance during the conferences.
Mr. Forsyth discharged the duties assigned to him satisfactorily, and was ever
ready and willing to assist us when called upon.
The escort of Mounted Poli~e, under the command of Sub-Inspector McIllree,
which 'cllet us at Fort Ellice and accompanied us to Qu'Appelle Lakes, where it was
augmented by a detachment of twenty-five men under Sub-Inspector Frechette,
contributed materially by their presence to the satisfactory conclusion of our mission,
and we have much pleasure in teHtifying to the good conduct and excellent demeanour
Df the men composing this force.
.
From His Honor Lieutenant-Governor Morris, we received every kindness and
attention, and are much indebted to him for his valuable counsel and advice.
We would be wanting in our duty did we not mention the invaluable services
rendered to the Government in the assistance afforded to us by the officers of the
Hudson's Bay Company, who did everything in their power to help us and forward
the objects of the mission.
We would now most respectfully sub:q}it that in order to the efficient administration of the affairs connected with Treaty No.4, it is indispensably necessary that a
resident Oommissioner should at once be appointed, as it is of the utmost importance
that arrangements be made during the coming winter to carry out the terms and
eonditioJUs remaining yet to be fulfilled and which should be attended to as soon as
possible, such as procuring seed grain, agricultural implements, cattle, tool chests,
&c., and the forwarding of the same to the different Bands which may be prepared to
receive them.
SIOUX.

We were waited upon by a Band of Sioux Indians, headed by " White Cap" the
:same chief ,vho was present at the Qu'Appelle Lakes last year, who were encamped
to the number of 52 tents on the hills above the Qu' Appelle Fort. They assured us
Df their friendly feeling towards the subjects of the Queen, and as they had been now
thirteen years on this territory they wished to be left as they were, and have the
privilege of hunting with the Half-breeds of the Qu'Appelle 'Lakes. They did not
wish to settle on the Reserve set apart for the other Sioux at the Little Saskatchewan,
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assigning as a reason that they did not like the place. They wished that some decision·
should be come to regarding them. We gave them a present of provisions and
tobacco, and they ·departed. We were very well pleased with the conduct or
these Indians, who rid not trouble us with their presence until we had finished our
business with the others, and were ready to leave.
Having thus as briefly as possible referred to the different matters connected
with our mission, we trust that the manner in which we have carried out ourinstructions and fulfilled the duties assigned to us may be found satisfactory, and be·
approved of.
.
We have the honor to be Sir,
\
Your obedient servants,
W. J. CHRISTIE,
Indian Commissioner.
M. G. DICKIESON•

•
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of Payments to Indians at ~1ort Ellice and. Qu'Appelle Lakes, August and. September; 1875.

.; II--~--r--.--I!'-'1 ~

s

-.:tI

J

];

Name of Ohiefand Baud.

~

10

E~' ~

\

~ '1--:-1,---:'-1 ..so:) ..scol2-II--~~--I-i--~-I·--o~
...
I - o~ o~ l~·.
g \ :~ 1:- ~a ~; ~ ~- ! ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~J i~ \
~
~ I a.~
s~6.~ \ ~~~"" s~~"" \~.e
s s;;
- .a I -~..:l;.a
l;.a
~
~ I~.e
.t-

rl

g-

I'

---;---

~

..£~

..8.-1

.....-1

i

II

~I"""II

-....-1"":'.-4

1\
J

Total.)'

1

"2
.:e l.:e
~
;l
;a
11
\ :E
1 :a
gJ
gJ
;;
o
0
0
0::
~
.e .e ~ 1 ~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~
~
-----.----\---\----I--$---$--$-I-$-I-$-~$-\-$-·-$---$-

I

G&AIWIlWllseCapOW(ElhCe).........
11 .........
2\
2
187
165 \
25 ............
33
60 \
935
2,805 \
993
J
Kllkllshiway (Qu' AppeJle).....
1
3
1
109
128
25 ............
45
30
545
2,176
615
o Kawistahawdo
.....
1 ........
2
2
63
221
25 ............
30
60
315
3,757
370
H
George Gordon
do
.....
1 ......... 1
4 ......... \ 125,
75,
25 ............ 1·
60
625
1,275
710
F IOauahachapew
do
.....
1 1.........
4
23
841
25 ............ ...........
120 \
115
1,428
140 1
C ID~ystar
do
.....
1
2
~
40
35
25 ............ 1
30 1
60
200
595
255
I
LIttle Black Bear do
..... \
1 .........
1
3
24
144
25 ...... .....
15
90
120 1 2,448
160
385 1 1,428
470
B
Cawacatooso
do
.....
1 I.........
4 .... · .... i
77
84
25 ............
60
D AhchacoossacootRcOOPitCQU'"1
I
1
Appelle) ..........................
2 I
40
25 1........... 1
30
60
200
289
255
P
Okanee (Qu'Appelle) ......... .........
1 1......... 1
2,
8\
68 ............ 1
50 ..... ..... 1
60
40
1,1'56
90
P
Pesquah
do
.........
l \ ......... 1
41 .. · .. ··..
166
80
25 ............
60 ............
830 1 1,360
9[5
L Chakachas
do
......... 1
1 .........
2
2
71
107
251...... ......
30
60
355
1,819
410
M Coroweecess
do
.........
1 I.. ·......
4 .........
69
121
25 ............
60 1...... ......
345
2,057 \
430
E
])fuBcorowegnn do
......... .........
1 I
1
3
66
132 ............
50
15
90
330
2,244
345
K Ohoecuck
ao
......... , .........
1
2 I
2
85'
77 ............
35
33
60
42511,309 \
458
Q Wahpeemakwawdo
......... \".......
1 1........
4
10
158 ............ 1
1)0 ...........
120
50
2,686!
50
R ILecroup do pheasant (Qu'1
AppeJIe ......... ........ ......... ........
1 I...... ·..
2 ........
87 ............
50 ' ...... · ..... 1
60 ..........
1,479
'1'
Kichikamenin (Qu' Appelle).. .........
[ ......... ;'" 4 ......... 1105 ............ 1
50 ...........
120 ............ 1 1,785 ............

I.........

I............ I

I

I......... 1.........

I

1/. ........

2\

I

I

I

I

N

\peaypot

do
..
Total...............

!

·1

12

7

4_

331

I

I

I

== __ ..:.:=1__
1

I

I" . . . . .

.

17

I

1, .....

2,865
3,858
2,206
2,821
3,817 I 4,187
1, 275 1 1 ,985
1,548
1,688
655
910
2,538
2,698
1, 428 1 1,898
1,349
604
1,216 I 1,306
2
1,360 1 ,275
1,879
2,289
2,057
2,487
2,384
2,729
1,404
1,862
2,856
2,906
1,589
3,955

1,589
1,955

37,325

44,096

~ ~ ==I_~== _~ _~I~~I_~I~ ~~

3911,18412,110

300

I

335

501 \

1,110

5,920

35,810

PAID AS PER ABOYE REOAPITULATION.
12 Chiefs of 1874......... ......... ......... ......... ...... ...... ......... ......... ......... ......... ......
$300
7
do
1875......... ......... ......... ........ ...... ......... ......... ............ ......... .........
335
33 Headmen of 1874........ ......... ......... ......... ......... ......... ......... ......... ...............
501
39
do
1875....................... ...................................................... .........
1,170
1,184 Indians of 1874 ............. ;......................................................................... \ 5,920
2,110
do
1875 ......... ......... ...... ...... ...... .......... ................. ............... ......... 35,870
.0

$44,0~

I

6,111

1

I

PAYMENTS to Indians at Fort Pelly and Shoal Lake .

. i

.

~

.s

~

~~

o

I.

~

It')

1""'1

""1C

fu

Name of Chief and Band. . . . .~

~ort

f;;

I I I o~ =\I o'~
I ..
~ I oo~ I
\-;:;4£
~.;:f

II

,.......

...

....

~

~

~

~

~

J

..,j.

.0

.t-

.t-

~

~

~oo

~oo

OOr-i

rol"'"'l

~

"

' ...

Or-i

""~

~'I"~ ~

""'"

OM

Ol"""f

~S

~S

~~

oj~

~~

oj~

ojt-<
~

:

:~...

d

I -:

01""""1

~

:

o~

~M

~~

'd -

oj....
~

~

o~
-+-='1""""1

rod'"

.~§

l§

~,....

"0""
H

I] ]:I ~ I ~ .~ I .~ MII MI ~~ I ~~ I [;g I ~;g OJ;g Io;;g I
"=1-41=11-=-1-=-1-;:- ~1-;:-[~~. . . I--:~70 1-~23 --:~551-~23I--:$678
II

~

0

~

0

- 8 - Cote!
pelly .... · = · = 1 - 1
R Outaupeekaekay,Shoal River .........
D
Ree8hekonse .. •.... ·, .............. I~I
Total...............
1

ttl

__

~

~

1 .........

1_1 __l_
2

'g
,....

'g
,....

21 268

oj
~

1

311,

~~

== __

129 ............

2 .........

~~~

5

oj
~

25

50 ............ 1

50_
100

60 ...... ......

75

I

70

1,340

1 Chief of 1874 ............................................. " ......... ,....................................... ..

do

I

1875.......... _ ..................................................................................... ..

$25

100
75
2
do
1875............................................ ;............ , .......... ,.~..................... .
70
268 Indians of 1874.............................................................................................. . 1,340
311
do
1875 ........................................................................................... . 5,287
5 Headmen of 1874.......................................................................................... .

589

$6,897

TOTAL NUMBER OF INDIANS PAID UNDER TREATY No.4, IN 1875.

13 Chiefs of 1874 '..... w

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

9
do
1875 .........................................~ ............................................. ..
38 Headmen of 1874.................................................................................... ..

41
do
1875.................................................................................. ..
1,452 Indians of 1874...................................................................................... ..
2,421
do
1874...................... ' ........................................... ' .................. ..

3,974

Shoal River, 25th September, 1876

Total.

2,193 ............ '

2,303

2,303

5,287

5,457

6,897

--~'-~l-~'~~ -~ ~~I~~

PAID AS PER ABOVE RECAPITULATION.
2

r">

$325
435
576

1,240
7,260
41,157
$50,993

1,440

•
(D.)
. (No. 4819.)

Lieutmant Governor Morris to Minister of the Interior .
. FORT GARRY October 11th, 1875.
SIR,--I have the honor to inform you, that under authority of the Commission
of the Privy Council to that effect, I proceeded to Lake Winnipeg for the purposeof making a t:reaty with the "Saulteaux and Swampy Cree Indians," in company
with my associate, the Honorable James McKay, leaving Fort Garry for Chief
Princes Landing on the Red River, on the 17th September last, in order to embai'k
on the Hudson Bay Company's new propeller" The Colville," which Chief Commissioner Graham had kindly placed at our disposal on advantageous terms. We
selected this mode of conveyance, as travelling and conveyance of provisions in
"York Boats" would, at the advanced period of the season, have occupied at least
eight weeks, if at all practicable.
The steamer left the landing at 5 o'clock on the 18th September, but owing to
the prevalence of a gale of northerly wind was compelled to be anchored at the three
channels of the Red River, inside of the bar whih obstructs the entrance of the lake.
The wind continued during the 18th and 19th, but on the afternoon of the latter day,
Captain Haclfland, a sailor of much practical experience on the Northern Seas,
decided to risk going out, as the water on the bar was running down so fast that he
feared that the steamer would be unable to cross over the bar. I may remark that
the wind causes the waters of the lake to " ebb and flow" into the river with great
_ rapidity, and that the bar is so serious an obstruction to an important navigation,
that it ought to be examined with a view to ascertain the cost and practicability of
its removal. Leaving our anchorage, we crossed the bar at three in the afternoon
with difficulty, and proceeded on our voyage; anchored opposite the mouth of the
Berens River on Monday, the 20th, at 9 a.m., to await the arrival of a pilot, as no
steamer had ever before entered the river. Under the pilotage of a chief and a councillor, we reached Berens River Post, the Indians greeting us with volleys of firearms,~and at once summoned the Indians to meet us in the Wesleyan Mission School
House. which the Rev. Mr. Young kindly placed at our disposal. Wemetthelndians
at 40'cloek, and explained the object of our visit. The question of Reserves was
one of some difficulty, but eventually this was arranged, and the Indians agreed to
acc~pt our offer, and the indenture of treaty was signed by the chiefs and bead-men
about 11 p.m. The payment of the present of $5 per head, 'provided by the treaty,
was immediately commenced by Mr. McKay and the Honorable Thomas Howard,
who accompanied me as Secretary aIld Pay Master, and was continued until 1 a.m.,
when the payment was concluded.
The steamer left next day, the 21st, for "Norway~House," but the captain was
obliged to anchor at George's Island in the evening, owing to the stormy weather.
The" Colville" remained at anchor all the next day, the 22nd, but left at midnight
for Nelson River. We sighted the Mossy and Montreal point&, at the mouth of that
river, about nine a.m on the 23rd, and arrived at the old or abandoned Norway
:House at 11 O'clock, under the guidance of Roderick Ross, Esquire, of the Hudson
Bay Company's Service, at "Norway House," who had been engaged for some days
in examining the channel, in anticipation of our visit.
.
The Nelson River expands into Play Green Lake, a large stream of water
studded with Islands, presenting a remarkable resemblance to the Thousand Islands
of the St. Lawrence River. The distance from the mouth of the river to Norway
House is 20 miles. We arrived at Norway House at 3 o'clock and were welcomed
there by the Indians, who fired a salute.
On the 24th we met the Indians in a large store-house of the Hudson Bay Company, and asked them to present their ·chiefs and head-men. We found ;that there
were two distinct Bands of Indians, the Christian Indians of" Norway House," and
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the ,V.o.od .or Pagan IndianB .of Cross Lake. :Each elected their chiefs by popular
vote in a most business-like manner, and the chiefs, after c.onsulting the Bands,
selecUld the head-men. 1Ye then accepted the chiefs, and I made an ex-planation of
the object of .our visit in English, and the H.onorable James :McKay in the Indian
-dialect. Vie severed the questions .of terms and Reserves, postponing the latter till
we had disp.osed of the foi·mer. ' The Indians gratefully accepted.of the offered terms,
and we adjourned the conference to enable them to consult as to Reserves. On re,assembling, the Christian chief stated that as they could n.o longer count on empl.oyment in b.oatiLg f.or the Hudson Bay Company, owing to the introduction of steamnavigation, he and a portion of his Band wished to migrate
Lake Winnipeg,
wherc they could obtain a livelihood by farming and fishing. We explained why WOl
·c.ould not grant them a Rescl've for that purp.ose at the" Gras:<y Narrows" as they
wished, owing to the pr.oposed Icelandic settlement there, hut offered to allot them a
Resen'e at "Fisher River," ab.o!lt 40 miles north .of the " Narrows," and this, they
.,accepted. It is suppo!'ed that some 80 or 90 families will remove there in spring, and
'it was arranged thu.t tho"e who remain, instead of receiving a Reserve, shouid retain
their .present h.ouses and gardens. The chief of the Pagan Band, who has, however,
recently been baptized, stated that the "yood Indians wished tD tremain at "OroSI!
l.Jake," and we agreed that a Reserve should be all.otted them there. The treaty wail
then signed and the medals and uniforms presented, The chief's on, behalf .of their
people, thanked Her lrIajetity and her officel's for t~leir kindne~s t.o the Indian people,
which I suitably acknowledged, and the payment of the presents was commenced by
}les8rs. McKay amI Howard, and completed on the 15th.
II:
. "Ye left that day at 3.30 amid8t cheering by the Indians and a salute .of tll'e.arms, and came to anchor in " Play Green Lake," at Kettle IS'land, at 5.30.
The steamer left Kettle Island next morning at 6 n.m. for the Grand Rapids or
the Saskatchewan, which we reaehed at 4 o'clock.
The original pOtit of the Huds.on's Bay Company, at the mouth of the river, has
ooen abandoned, and a nc\y one established on their Re:>erve, !:lome six miles higher
up the river, at the head of the portage, which the river steamer de8cends to. The
"Colville, " at our request ran up to the chief's nouse, situated on the shore ofa deep
Bay, and was moored and gangways laid out to the shore, "Ye found an Indian
village on the north side, and also the chief's house, which was built on the .only
sp.ot where go.od and inexpensive whal'fage can be had, and ascertained afterwards
'that the Indians claimed the whole north sh.ore for a Reserve.
. On the 21th we met the Indians near the chief's house in the oIlen air, at a spot
'where a large fire had been lighted by them, as the weather was c.old. We took' a
similar c.ourse as at " Norway H.ouse " in severing the quootion of terms of the treaty
-and Reserves, and with like satisfactory results, afUlr a lengthy discussi.on the Indians
agreed to accept the Ulrms, and we then entered upon the difficult question .of the
Reserves. They complained of the Huds.onBay Company's Reserve, and wished to ,{
have the land c.o\"ered by it, but we explained whatever had been promised the C.om, pany would be given just as promisas made to them would be kept. They said the
Company's Re,;erve !Should be at the abandoned post at the mouth of the river, and
not at the end .of the portage we informed them that we would iug uire as t.o this.
'They then claimed a Reserve on both sides .of the ri'ver.of large extent, and extending
up to the head .of the Grand Rapids, but this we declined to accede to. Eventually,
as the locality they had hitherto occupied is s.o important a point, c.ontrolling as it
,does the means of communication between the north.of the river, and the head of'the
rapids, and where a "tram-way" will no doubt 'ere long require to be c.onstructed,
pl·esenting also deep-water ,navigation and excellent wharfage, and evidently being
. moreover the site where a town will spring up, we offered them a Reserve on the
south side of the river they objected, that they had their houses and gardens.on the
north side of the river, but said that as the Queen's Government were treating therq
80 kindly, that they would go to the s.outh Bide of the river, if a small sum was
given them to assist in removing their h.ouses, .or building others, and this as will be
soon by the terms of the treaty, we agreed to do, believing it to be alike in the
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interests of the Government to haYe the control of so important a point as the
mouth of the great internal rh:er of the Saskatchewan, and yet only just to the
Indiam, who were making to them what was so large a concession to the wishes of
the Commissioners. On our agreeing to the proposal, the treaty was cheerfully signed
by the chief and head men, and the payment .of the present was made to them, to·
gether with a distribution of some provisions I enclose a tracing of the mouth of the
riYer, copied from a sketch thereof kindly made for me by ~ir. Ross, which will
.enable you to understand the actual position of the locality in question, tmd the
better appreciate our reasons for our action in the matter.
.
The steamer left the Grand Rapids in the afternoon of the 27th, and the captain
took his course for the mouth of the Red 'River, but anchored, as the night became
very:dark, between Georges Island and Swampy Island.
On the 28th, resuming our course at 5.30. a.m., we sighted Berens River Mission
House at eight o'clock, and pa~sed into the channel between Black Bear Island and
Dog Head or Wapang Point, at 12.30: then observing a number of Indians on the
shore making signals to us by firing guns, we requested the captain to approach the
shore; the water being very deep, the steamer went close in shore and anchoredthe Indians coming oft' to us in their canoes. We found them to be Thickfbot, a
principal Indian of the Band inhabiting the Islands, and some of those and the Jack
Head Band of the West Shore, and explained to them the object of our visit. They
told ns they had heard of it, and had been waiting to see us. "Thickfoot" said the
Island. Indians at Big Itlland, Black Island, vVapang and the other Islands in tIle
vicinity had no chief; that they numbered 128, and those at J ack·]1'ish lioad 60.
"; Thickfoot" said he had cattle and would like to have a place assigned to his people
on the main shore, where they cOl!ld live by farming and fishing. rVe suggested
" Fisher River" to them, which they approved of. Eventually we decided on paying
these Indians-took" Thickfbot's " adhesion to the treaty, of whieh I enclose a copy,
and authorized him to notiiJ the Indian" to meet at the "Dog Head Point" noxt
.summer, at a time to be intimated to them, and to request them in the mean time to
select a Chief and Councillors. "Thickfoot " expressed gratitudo for the kindness of
the Government, and his belief, that Indians of the various Islands and of" Jack Head
Point" would cheerfully accept the Queen's benevolence and settle on a Reserye.
After paying this party; and distributing a small quantity of provisions among them,
we resumed our voyage. and, owing to the character of the navigation, again came to
anchor in George's Channel at 7 p.m. On the 29th, we left our anchorage at 5 a.m.
and entered the month of the Red RivCl; at 12 o'clock, crossing the bar without
-difficulty, as the weather was calm. 'Ve arrived at the Stone Fort at 3 o'clock in
the afternoon, but had to remain there till next day, awaiting the arrival of
{lonveyance,s from Winnipeg. ~lr. McKay and I left the Stone Fort on the 30th at 7
H.m. leaving our baggage and a portion of the provisions which had not been used to
be forwarded by the steamer" Swallow," and reached Fort Garry Ht 10 o'clock, thm;
terminating a journey of over 1,000 miles, and having satisfa"torily closed' a treaty
with the" Salllteaux and Swampy Crees," which will prove of much importance in
view of the probable rapid settlement of the west coast of Lake Winnipeg. The
journey moreover, is of interest, as having been the first occasion on which a steam
vessel entered the watel'S of "Berens River" and of the" Nelson River," the waters
.of which river fall into the Hudson Bay, and as having demonstrated the practicHbility
of direct steam navigation through a distanee of 360 miles from the City of Winnipeg
to "Norway House." I may mention here that the prevalence of timber suitable for
fuel and building purposes, of lime and sand8tone, of much good soil, and natural hay
lands on the west shore of the Lake, together with the great abundance of white fi8h,
sturgeon and other fish in the Lake, will ensure, ere long, a large Settlement.
The east coast is much inferior to the west coast, as far as. I could learn, but
appeared to be thickly wooded, and it is understood that indicatiol13 of minerals hayc
been found in several places.
,
I now beg to call your att,'l1tion to the boundaries of the treaty, which, yon will
observe. v:wy somewhat from those suggested in your memorandum to the Privy
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Council. The Commissioners adopted as the southern boundary of the treaty limits,.
the northern boundary of Treaties 2 and 3. They included in the limits all the
territory to which the Indians ceding, claimed hunting and other rights, but they
fixed the western boundary as defined in the treaty, for the following reasons : . 1st. The extension of the boundary carries the treaty to the western limit of thelands claimed by the " Saulteaux and Swampy Cree Tribes" of Indians, and creates
:m eastern base for the treaties to be made with the c. Plair Crees" next year.
2nd. The" S,vampy Crees" at the" Pass," on the Saskatchewan, would otherwise have had to be included in the western treaties.3rd .. That the extension of the boundaries will add some 600 to the number oI"
Indians in the suggested limits, of whom 300 at " Wahpahhuha" or the" Pass" on
the Saskatchewan would have had to be treated with, owing to the navigation of the
Saskatchewan, und in any event,4th. The inclusion of the "Norway House Indians" in the treaty, and the·
surrender of their ~'ights, involved a larger area of territory.
5. That a number of the c. Norway House" Indians came from Moose Lake and
the Cumberland reigon, and possessed rights there which have been included in the·
boundaries.
6th. Unless the boundaries had been properly defined, in conformity with known
geographical points, a portion of the country lying between the territories formerly
ceded and those comprised in Treaty No.5, would have been left with the Indian title
unextinguished.
, For these reasons, the Commissioners defined the boundaries as they are laid
down in the treaty, and it will remain with the Government to send a Commissioner
to the" Pass" to obtain the adhesiollDfthe Indians there to the treaty next summer,
Dr not as they shall decide, though the Commissioners strongly urge that step to be
taken as a necessity.
I forward the original of the treaty to you by the Honorable }lr. Christie, and
in order to the better understanding of the treaty area, I ellclose a very valuable map
copied from one made for me at my request on board of the" Colville, " by Roderid{
Ross, Esquire, who accompanied me from" Norway House" to the Stone Fort,
anq to whom I was indebted for much valuable assistance and co-operation, as we
were in fact to the Company's officers generally. This map is prepared from actual
observation, and locates many places not indicated on any existing map, and covering
as it does an area of ovel'_ 100,000 square miles, which exclusive' of the great waters,
has been included in the treaty, possesses much value.
I enclose herewith" duplicates" of the pay sheets, a statement of the cash expenditUTe, shewing the balance on hand of the credit which was given me for the
purposes of the treaty, and statements of the distribution of the provisions and of the
clothing, medals, as given to the chiefs and head mcn. These statements will
shew that every arrangement was made to secure the utmost economy in effecting
the treaty, and yet to give satisfaction to the Indians concerned.
I mention here that the Indians were uniformly informed that no back payments
of the present would be made to those who did not attend the meetings with the
Commissioners, but that next year those not present would receive payment with theothers, if they presented themselves.
I have to express my sense of the services rendered to the Government by my
associate the Honorable James !lcKay, and the Honorable Thomas Howard, wh(}
acted as Secretary and Pay Master to the Commissioners as well as of the many kind
services we received from Captain Hackland, and the other officers of the" Colville,"
from the Wesleyan }lissionarles, and from the officers of the Hudson's Bay Company.
I take this opportunity of suggesting that the supervision of Treaty No.5, and
the carrying out of the treaty obligations with the Indians of the St, Peter's Band,
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and of tho;;o of Fort Alexander and the River Rousseau and Broken Head, which fall
into Lake Winnipeg, should be entrusted to a local agent, stationed at the Stone Fort
or in the vicinity of St. Peter's, and who would thence supervise the whcile District.
In conclusion, I have only to express the hope that the action of the Commissioners which in every respect was governed by a desire to promote the public
interest, will receive the approval of the Privy Council, and be regarded by them ,as
. the satisfctetory di!;ehm'ge of an onerous and responsible duty.
I have the honoI to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
AL~XANDER ~fORRIS,

Lieut.-Gov. North- West Territories_

(E)
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ARTICLES OF A TBEATY made and eoncluded at Beren!;' River the 20th day of
September, and at Norway House the 24th day of September in the year of OU1'
]~ord one thousand eight hundred and sev'Onty-five, between HER l\10ST GRACIOU:';
MAJESTY TIrE QUEEN of Great Britain and Ireland, by her Commissioner~, the
Honorable ALEXANDER l\10RRIS Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Manitoba
and the North 'Vest Territories, and the Honorable JAMES McKAY, of the one
part, and the Saulteaux and Swampy Ceee Tribes of Indians, inhabitants of the
eouutey within the limits hereinafter defined and described by their Cbiefi<,
chosen and named as hereinafter mentioned, of the other part : \VHEREAS the INdians inhabiting the said country have, pursuant to an appomtment made by the said Commissioners, been convened at meetings at Beren;;
River and Norway House, to deliberate upon certain matters of intere:;t to Her
}lo::lt Gracious .Majesty, of the one part, and the said Indians of the other;
AND WHEREAS the said Indians have been notified and informed by Her Majesty':';
said Commissioners, that it is the desire of Her }laje,;ty to open up for settlement,
immigration, abel such other purposes as to Her Majesty may seel?} meet, a tl'aet of
country bounded and described as hel'einafter mentioned, and to obtain the eOI1t;ent
thereto of Her Indian ,;ubjeets hlhabiting the said traet, and to make a treaty and
arrange with them, so ihat there may be peace and, good will between t!:em and
Her Majesty, and that they may know and be assured ·of what allowance they arc to
count upon and receive frora Her .Majesty's bounty and benevolence;
And whereas, the Indians of the said tract, duly convened in Council [(s afuresaid,
and being requested by Her .ftlajesty's said Commissionel's to name cel'tain Cllieft! and·
headmen, whn should be authorized on their behalf to conduct such negotiations and
l'lign any treaty to be fOlmded thel'eon, and to become responsible to Her }lajeiSty for
their faithflll performance by their re"pective Bands of sueh obligations as shall be
assumed by them, the said Indian!:! have thereupon named the following persons for
that purpose, that is ·to say:-For the Indian!:! within the Berent; River region and
their several Bands:
.
Nah-wee-kee-sick-quah-yash, Chief; Kah-nah-wah-kee-wee-nin and Nah-kee-q uannay-yash, Councillors, and Pee-wah-noo-wee-rtin, of Poplar WYer, Councillor; i01'the
Indians within the Norway House region and their several Band~, David Hllndle,
Chief; James Cochrane, Harry Constatag and Charles Pisequinip, Councillors; and
Ta-pas-tacnum, or Donald William Sinclait· Ro~s, Chief; James Garriock and Pl'Oud
Jl.lcKay, COUIlCillors ;
And thereupon in open Council, the different Bands having presented theie Chioft>.
to the said Commissioners as the Chieftl and head men, for the pUl.'po~es afol'ei<aid, of
the respective Bands of Indians inhabiting the said dbtrict hereinafter desed bed
~-3i

.
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A.nd whereas, the said Commis"ioners then and there received and acknowledged
the persons 80 presentcd as Chief" and h(·ad men, for the purpose;,; aforesaid, of the
respective Bands of Indians inhabiting the said district hereinafter described;
And whereas, the 'laid Commissioners have proceeded to negotiate a treaty witll
the said Indians and the same has been finally agreed upon and concluded a~ fQllows,
thflt i~ to say : The Saulteaux and Swampy Cree Tribes of Indians and all other the I,ldians
Inhabiting the diskict hereinafter described and defined, do hereby cede, release,
I:mrl'ender, and yield up to the Governm~nt of the Dominion of Canada, for Her
~fajesty the Queen and Her suecessors forever, all their rights, titles and pl'ivileges
whatsocyer to the land,,; included within the following limits, that i" to say : Comniencing at the nOl,th corner or junction of Tt'eaties Nos, 1 and 3, thence
easterly alollg the boundary of Treaty No.3 to the Height of 1Jand at the north<cast co)"nOi' of the said Treaty limits, a point dividing the watj3rs of the Albany and
'Winnipeg Rive!"", thence duc north along the said Height of Land to a point inter-sected by the 53 0 of north latitude, ami thence north-westerly to Favol'able L'tke
thence f)llowing the east shol'e of said Ilake to its northern limit, thence north1Ve:3terly to the N"oeth end of Lake Wiqnipegosis, thence Westerly to the Height of'"
IJand e:tlled " R()binson',; POl'tnge," thence north-westerly to the the east end of Cross
Lake, thence north-westerly crossing Fox's Lake, thence north-westerly to the north
"md of Split L::tke, thence south-westel'ly to Pipestone Lake, on Burntwood Rive!',
thenc~ sOL1th-we~terly to the western point of John Scott'l'\ Lake, thence southwe,t3l'ly to the north ::;hore of Beaver L'tlm, thence south·westerly to the west
--end of Cumbc.wland 1J:1ke, thence due south to the Saskatchewan River, thence due
",outh to the north-west corner of the northern limits of Treaty No.4, including
:aU ton'ito]'y within the sai-d lill1it~, and all Island8 on allla.kes within the "mid limits
.as ab()\-e described, and it being also understood that in all cases where lake,,;· form
the tl'e:Lty limits, ten mile, from the shol'e of the lake should be included in the treaty;
·And als() all their right~, title" and privileges whatsoever to all other lands
wherever situated in the N Ol,th-1Vest Teni tories, or in any othel' Province or portion
of Hel' Majesty's D()minions "ituated and being within the Dominion ofCanada,The tract compris~d within the lines above desCi'ibecl embracing an area of" one
hundred thOGsand square mile", be the same, more or les:",To have and to hold tho same to Her n-Iajesty the QUE-en and Her successors
fbrever.
And Her ~Iajesty the (:tucen hereby agrees and undmtakes to lay aside Reserves
fbI' farming lands, due re8pect being had to lands at present cultivated by the said
Indians; and other Reserves for the benefit of the &'tid Indiam, to be administered and
dealt with fhr them by Her 3fajesty'fl Govemmentof the Dominion of Canada;
provided all such Reserves shall not exceed in all 160 acres for each family
oI}f five, 01' in that proportion fbI' larger or smaller familie:;, in manne)" follo-wing, that is to say: -POl' the Band of Saulteaux in the Berens Rivet' region now
settled, Ol' who may within two years settle therein, a Reserve commencing at the
~mtlet of Berens River into Lake "\Vinnipeg, and extending along the shores of said
lake ana up said ri vel' and into th~ interior behind said lake and river, so as to comprehend 160 acres for each famIly of five. a reasonable addition being, however, to
be made by Her Majesty to the extent of the said Reserve for the inclusion in the
tract so re,~el'ved of swamp, but reserving the fJ'ee navigation of the said lake and
river, and free access to the shores and watets thereof for Her n-Iajesty and all Her
subjects, and excepting thereout such land as may have been granted to or stipulated
to be held by the Hudsons Hay Company, and, also such land as Her ~lajest.Y or her
succeswrs may in her good pleasure see fit to grant to the Mission established at or
near Beren'> River by the Methodist Chnrch of Canada, for a church, school hORse,
:parsonage, burial ground and farm, or other mission purposes; and to the Indian"
l'6siding at Poplar River, falling into Lake Winilipeg north of Berens River, a Re.3erve
not exceeding 160 aeres to each family of five, respecting as much as possible thei!'
present improvements :-antl inasmueh as a number of the Indians now re:;iding in
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about Konvay Home, of the Band of whom David RUlldle is Chief, arc ueHi]'ous of
removing to a loeality where they can cultivate the soil, Hf'r Majesty the Queon
herel,y agrees to lay aside a Re~er,-e, on the west side of Lake Winnipeg, in tilt)vicinity of FiEher HiYer, fO as to gh-e 100 aCles to each family of five, or in that
propOl'tion for larger or ~maJJer families, who ~hall remove to the ~aid locality within
" thH'e yean," it leing el:'timated that l1inety f2milies or thel'ea101.;t ,,-ill H'mOyewithin tIle ,aid IJel'iod, and that a Retene will Le laid w,ide ~l1ffiClent lor that or thead ual m;mler ;-and it i8 fl11'ther flgl ecd that tlJOte of tLe Band who It main ill the
viciJlity or "1\ 01 W}1Y HoUfo" ~hall J'etaill Jortheir o,,-n me their p e~ent gm denf', buildings, alld impl'OYCments until the ~r,me Le de})arted with Ly the Queen'b Govcmment,
with their ('oment filSt IUld and obtained Jor tl;eir individual benefit, if any vallie can leI eal:zed thel ef(,r :-and with l€gmd to the Band oCWood Indians of whum Tu-pa;;-ta11um or Donald William Sinclair ROES is Chief; a Re~el ye at Otter Iblnnd on HIe web1
I>ide OfCIOH, ,Lake of 160 aCleH for eneh f2mily of fiYe, or in that plOjJOltion lor
:,maller f2milies, ] e:ocl'Ving ,ho,,-evor to Her Majetity, Her ~UCCe,.sor8, nnd 11 e1''''11 :ject8,
the free navigation of all lakes and l'ive]'s, and hoe aece~s to the d:Ol es thenof; Provided, how€'\-er, that Her Majesty I el"erYes the right to denl with any tettlel s within
the bounds of any lands reiOerved for any Band as t-he shall deom tit, ~md a1f-0 that
the afOle~aid Ret-elTes ofland, or any iJ1tel el;t thel ein, may 1e ::old OJ' othcnYi~(' dispo~ed of by Her Majesty's GovcJ'J1ment lor the use and LenefH of 11,e t-aid Indiflllti
entitled thereto, with their consent first had and obtained; and with a view to ;;how
the satisfacti0l1 of Her Majesty with the behaviour and good ('011duet of' her Indian!>
she hereby through her Commissioners lllakes them a present of fiye dollars for ench
man, woman nnd child belongh1g to the BandR 1101'e J'epl'c;;cnted, in extingnishment
of all claims heretofore prefelTed ;
. And further, Her Majesty agrees to maintain schools for insLrudion ill ;;uch
Reserves 11ereby made ns to Her Government of the Dominion of Canada mrly feem
advisable, 'whenever the Indians of the Re~erve shall desire it.
Her Majesty further agreos with her said Indian", that within the Loundary of
Indian Reserves, until othenvise determined by her Govel'l1ment of the Dominion of
Canada, no intoxicating1liquor shall te allowed to be inhoduccd or Fold, and all laws
'now ill force, or hel'cafter to be enacted, to 1)1 eselVe ']ler Indian bubjects inhabiting
the Re~erves Or lh~hlg eI8ewhC1'e- within Her N'ort.J-West Teniiories,fiom tIle evil
iniluenc'C of the Ufe of intoxicating liquor!:', 1'hall be btrictly enlorced ;,
Her Majesty further agrees with her faid ]ndians that 1hey, the ~aid Indian",
~hall have right to punue their avocations of hunting and fif-hing throughout tLe tract
:ml'l'endered as hel'einbefore deBcribed, snbject to f<uch regu~ations as niay from time
to time be made by Her Goverument (,f' Her Dominion of Canada, and 8aving and
excepting such tracts as mny from time to time te required or taken up for oettlemeni, mining, lumbering or other purposes by her said Goyernment of the Dcminion
of Canada, or hy any of the subjects thereof duly ullthorizec therefor -by the Eaid
Govemmen1;
,
It is further ag] ced between Her Majesty and HeI' i':aid Indians, that such
fections of the Reserves above indicated as may at any time be required for public
works or buildings, of what nature soever, may be al)propriated for that purpose by
Her ~fajesty's Government of the Dominion of Canada, due compensation being mad;v,
for the yalne of any improvements thereon,,
And further, that Her :Majesty's Commissioners shall, as soon as possible after'
the execution of this treaty, cause to be taken an accurate census of all the Indians
inhabiting the tract above described, distributing them in families, and shall in every
year ensuing the date hereof, at some period in each year, to be duly notified to the
Indians, and at a place or places to be appointed for that purpose within the Territory
ceded, pay to each Indian person the sum of five dollars per head yearly.
It is further agreed between Her Majesty and the said Indiam; that the sum of'
$500 per annum shall be yea,dy and every yeaI' expended by Hel' Majesty in the,
, purchase of ammunition and twine for net8 for the usc of the ,mid Indian~, in mannCl~
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following, that is to say :-In the reasonable dIscretion as regards the distribution
thereof among the Indians inhabiting the several' Reserves or otherwise included
herein, of Her :l\fajesty's Indian Agent having the supervision of this treaty;
It is further agreed between Her Majesty and the said Indians that the following
articles shall be supplied to any Band of the said Indians who are now cultivating the
soil, or who shall hereafter commence to cultivate the land, that is to say:-Two
hoes for every family actually cultivating; also one spade per family as aforesaid;
Qne plough for every ten families as aforesaid; five harrows for every twenty families as aforesaid; one scythe for every family as aforesaid, and also one axe; and
also one cross-cut saw, one hand saw, one pit saw, the necessary files, one grindstone,
and one auger for each Band; and also for each Chief for the use of !;is Band, one
chest of ordinary carpenter's tools; also, for each Band, enough of wheat, barley,
potatoes and oats to plant the land actually broken up for cultivation by such Band;
also, for each Band, one yoke of vxen, one bull, and four cows : all the aforesaid
articles 1x> be given once for all for the encouragement of the practice of agriculture
among the Indians.
It is further agreed between Her Majesty and the said Indiuns, that each Chief
duly recognized as such, shall receive an annual salary of twenty·five dollars per
mmull1, and each subordinate officer, not exeeeding three for each band, shall receive
fifteen dollars per annum, and each such Chief ulld subordinate offieer as aforesaid
shall also receive, once every three years, U suitable suit of clothing: and each Chief
shall receive, in reeognition of the closing of. the treaty, a suitable flag and medal.
And the undersigned Chief::;, on their own behalf, and on behalf of all other Indians inhahiting the tract within ceded, do hereby SOlemnly promise and engage to
strictly observe this treaty, and also to conduet and behave them:!elve:; a~ good and
loyal subjects of Her Majesty the Queen. They promise and engage that they '''ill.
in all respects, obey and abide by the law, and they will maintain peacc and good
ordet, between each other, and also between themselves and other Tdbes of Indians,
and between themselves and others of Her 1Iajesty's subjects, whether Indians 01'
'White::!, now inhabiting or hereafter to inhabit any part of the said ceded tracts; and
that they will not molest the person or property of any inhabitant of sueh eeded
traets, or the property of Her Majesty the Queen, or interfere with or trouble any
p-erson passing or travelling through the ::!aid tracts or any part thereof: ~nct that they
will aid and assist the offieel's of Her Majesty in bringing to jU8tice and punishment
any Indian offending against the stipulations of thi::; treaty, 01' infl'inging the law.,;
In force in the country so ceded.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Her Maje~ty':; said Commissioners and the said Indian
Chiefs have hereunto suliscribed and set their hands at "Bel'ens River," this Twen·
tieth day of September, A. D. 1~75, and at Norway Hou5e, on the Twenty-foul,th
day of the month and year herein first above named.
ALEX. MORRIS, L. G.
[L.S.]
Signed by the Chief.., within named inl
JA~lES }t[CKAY.
[L.S.]
' presence ofthe following witnesses, the
NAH-WEE-KEE-SICK-QUAH·YASH,
same having been first read and ex- I
plained by the Honorable James
other"wise JACOB BERENS,
his
Cliief· +
McKay:mark.
KAH-WAH-NAH-KEE-WEE-NIN, his
otherwise ANTOINE GOUIN,
THOMAS HowARD.
+
1A. G. JACKES, M.D.
mark.
CHRISTINE MORRIS,
his
E. C. MORRIS.
NAH"KEE-QUAN-NAY.YASH,"
+
ELIZABETH YOUNG.
mark.
EGERTON RYERSON YOUNG.
his
\VILLIA~I McKAY.
+
JOHN McKAY.
marIe

l

!

I
I

J

Councillors.
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Signed at Norway Houtle by the Chief:; I
and Councillors hereunto subscribing
in the presepce of the undersigned
witnesses, the same ht.ving been nrst
read end expl.~ined, by the Honorable
.Tames McKay:RODERICK Ross.
JOHN H. RUTTAN.
Methodist Minister,

O. GERjlIA:-I.
~Wethodist

lkfinister.

D. C. McTAVISH.
ALEXANDER SINCLAIR.
L. C. McTAVISH.
CHRISTINE V. K MORRIS.
E. C. MORRIS.
A. G. JACKES, l\f.D.
TUo:IIAS HOWARD.

I
I

ALEX. MORRIS, 11. G.
JAMES McKAY,
DA YID RUNDLE,

I

HARRY CONSTATAG,

it.

I
I
I

J

[L.S.]
[L.S.]

Chi~f.

his
J A~1ES COCHRANE .

+
mark.
his

+

mark.
his
CHARLES PISEQUINIP,

+

mark.
Counc,illors.

TA-PAS-TA-NU.M 01'
his
DONALD ·W)I. SINCLAIR Ross, +
. CMef.
mark.
GEORGE GARRIOCK,
PROUD },:::C KAY,
Counci liors.

+
mark.

We the Band of the Salllteaux Tribe of Indians, residing at the mouth of the Saskatchewan River, on both sides thereef, having had communication of' the foregoing
treaty, hereby, and in consideration of the provisions of' the said treaty being
extended to us, transfer, surrender, and relinquish to Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs
and successors, to and for the use of the Government of'Canada, all om' right, title and
privileges whatsoever, which we have or enjoy in the territory described in the sa'd
treaty, and every part thereof, to have and to hold to the use of Her l\fajesty the
Queen, :j,nd Her Heirs and successors forever.
And Her Majesty agrees, through the said Commissioners, to assign a Reserve of
sufficient area to allow one hundred and sixty acres to each family of five, Ol' in that
proportion for larger or smaller families - such Reserve to be laid off and surveyed
next year, on the south side of the River Saskatchewan.
And having reg.ard to the importance of the land where the said Indians arc now
settled, in respect of the purposes of' the navigation of the said river, and transport in
connection therewith, and otherwise, and in view of the fact that many of the said
Indians have now houses and gardens on the other side of the river, and elsewhere,
which they will abandon, Her Majesty agrees, through Her said Commissioners, to
grant a sum of five hundred dollars to the said Band, to be paid in equitable proportions
to such of them as have houses, to assist them in removing theie houses to the said
Reserve, or building others. And the said Indians represented herein by their Chief
and Councillors, presented as such by the Band, do hereby agree to accept the several
provisions, payments, and other benefits, as stated in the said treaty, and solemnly "
promise and engage to abide by, carry out and fulfil all the stipulations, obligations
and conditions therein contained, on the part of the said chief:s and Indians therein
named, to be observed and performed, and in all things to conform to the articles of
the said treaty as if we ourselves had been originally contracting parties thereto.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Her Majesty's said Commissioners and the said Indian
Chief and Councillors have hereunto subscribed and set their hands, at the Grand
Rapids, this twenty-seventh day of September, in the year of Our Lord One thousand
eight hundred and seventy-nve.
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Signed by th') parties in the presence of')
the undersigned witnesses, the same I
having been first explained to the J
Indians by the Honourable James Mc- I
Kay:I
THOS. HOWARD.
~
RODK. Ross.
I
B. C. l\1:0RRIS.
A. G. JACKES, }1. D.
ALEX. MATHESON.
J OSEPR HonSToN.
I
CHRISTINE V. K. MORRIS.
J

I

ACEX.
JA~IAS

MORRIS,

McKAY.

L.G.

.

[L. S.]
[L. Sj
his

PETER BEARDY,
ChiEf,
JOSEPH ATKINSON, '

+

mark.
his

+

mark.
his
ROBERT SANDERSON,

+

mark.
Counciliors.

-,-vIemorandurn.
The Queen's Indian Commissioners having met Thick Foot and a portion
of the I"lands Band of Indians at 1Vapang or Dog Head Island, on the 28th
day of September, A.D. 18i5, request him to notify the Island Indians and those of"
Jack Head Point, to meet at Wapang an Indian Agent next summer, to receive payments under the treaty which they have made with the Il1diansof Norway House,
Berens River, Grand Rapids and Lake 'Winnipeg, and in which they are included, at
a time of which they will be notified, and to be prepared then to designate their
Chief and two Councillors. The Commissioners have agreed to give some of the Norway House Indians a Reserve at Fisher Creek, and they will giye land to the Island
J ndians at the i"iame place.
Given at Wapang, this 28th day of September, A.D. 1875, under oui' hands.
ALEX. :JfORRIS, L.G.
J A~IES McKAY.

I accept paymcnts under the treaty for myself and those who may adhere to me,
and accept the same and' all its provisions, as 11 principal Indian, and agree to notify
the Indians as above written.
WAP.\NG, September 28th, 1875.
his
THICK FOOT,
+
",\Titne,s.
mark.
TRos. HOWARD. }
RODIe Ross.

INDIAN LAND QUESTION IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.
(F. )
Copy of a RepuTt of a Committee of the Honorable the Pri1;y Council, approved by
His Excellency th'! Governor-General in Council on the 4th N01;ember, 1874.
The Committee of the Privy Council have given their attentive consideration tothe memorandum from the Honorable the :ftiinister of the Interior, in reference tothe unsatisfactory state of the Indian land question in the Province of British.
Columbia, and they respectfully report their entire concurrence in the views and
fi recon1mbndations submitted therein, and advise that a copy of this minute when
approved by Your Excellency, -and of the annexed memorandum, be transmitted t(}
the Lieut.·Governor of British Columbia, in the hope that the views entertained by the
Dominion Government on this important question, as embodied in the said memOl'andum, may meet with an early and favorable consideration at the hands ot the
Government of British Columbia.
They further advise that a copy of this minute and annexed memorandum be
transmitted by Your Excellency to the Right Hon. Her )lajesty's Secretary of State
for the Colonie~, accompanied by copie!'4 of such of the other documents submittoo us
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the Honorable the Minister of the Interior may think necebary, to enable Lord
Carnarvon to understand in all its bearings the great national question now t'eeking
solution at the bands of the Dominion and British Columbia Governments.
Certified,
W. A. HIMSWORTH,
Clerk Privy Council.

J1IimwrrlUdmn to the Honorable Privy Council.
DEPART)IENT OF THE INTERiOR,
OTTAWA, November 2ed, 1874.
J1Iemor(lnduln.
. The nnJersiglJed is desirous of bIinging under the consideration of the
Goyernor General in Council the present unsatisfactory state of the Indian
land question in the Province of Briti~h Columbia. In connection with this subject
he has had before him various reports and official documents, amOllg others a ,"oluminous correspondence of Mr. Indian Commissioner Powell with the local Govel'llment of British Columbia in reference to the Order in Council of the 24th of' April
last, respecting the Indian Reserves. Also, the same Commissioner's Report of a
visit made by him to the Indian tribes in the Interior of British Columbia during the
vast summer, and lastly an able and interesting communication from the Rev. O.
P. Grandidier (a Roman Catholic .Missionary, residing among the Indians in the
Interior), published in the Standard newspaper, Victoria, with letters from the
Indian Commissioners and from the Roman Catholic Bishop of British Columbia,
~ommenting OJ] Father Grandidier'tl communication.
All of which reports and
lettel's are herewith submitted.
A cUl'sory glance at these documentl3 is enough to show that the pre;;ent state of
the Indian land question in ourte1"ritol'Y west of the Rocky ~fountains is most
unsatisfactory, and that it is the occasion not only of great discontent among the
Aboriginal Tribes, but also of serious alarm to the White settlers.
To the Indian the land question far transcends in importance all others, and its
:;atisfacto1'Y aJjustment in British Columbia will be the first step towards allaying
the wide "pre ad and growing discontent now existing among the native tribes of that
Province. .
The adjustment of this important matter is not a little complicated froJYl the fact
that its solution requires the joint action of the Dominion Government and the
Government of British Columbia, and involves a possible referencc to the ::'e:.retary
of State for the Colonies.
The policy heretofore pursued by the Local Government of British Columbia
towards the red men in that Province, and the recently expressed views of that Government in 1he correspondence herewith submitted, fall far f'ho1't of the estimate
entertained by the Dominion Government of the reasonable claims of the Indians.
In the very last official communication, under date the 12th ultimo, received
through ~fr. Commissioner Lenihan, the Provincial Secretary of Bl"itish Columbia
writes as follows : .'.
" In the meantime I desire to call your attention to the fact that all that is
" reasonable and Just to demand of the Provincial Government, is that the 13th section
" of the Terms of Union should be faithfully observed. Should the Dominion Govern" ment be of opinion that concessions beyond those provided for in the said section
"are necessary, it becomes the duty ot that Government to make provision
" accordingly."
To explain the relative position of the Dominion and IJoeal Governments in relation to this question, it is necessary to l'emember,.
That under the operation of the 109th and 146th sections of the British North
America Act of 1867, all the public lands in the Province of British Columbia are
placed under the control of the Local Government;
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That by the 13th Article of the terms of admission of British Columbia into Confederation, it is provided" that the charge of the Indians and the trusteeship and
" management of the lands reserved for their use and benefit should be assumed by
" the Dominion Government, and a policy as liberal as that hitherto pursued by the British
" Oolumbia Government should be continued by the Dominion Government after the
" Union i"
And it is further provided" to carry out such policy, tracts of land of such
" extent as it has hitherto been the pl'actice of the British Columbia Government to
" appropriate for that purpose, shall from time to time be uonveyed from the Local
"to the Dominion Government in trust for the use and benefit of the Indians on
" application of the Dominion Government; and in case of disagreement between the
" two Governments respecting the quantity of &Uch tracts of land to be granted, the
" matter shall be rcferred for the decision of the Secretary of State for the Oolonies."
When the framers of the terms of admission of British Oolumbia into the Union
inserted this provision requiring the Dominion Government to pursue a policy as
liberal towards the Indians as that hitherto pursued by the Bl'itish Oolumbia Government, they could hardly have been aware of the marked contrast between the Indian
policy which has always been pursued in Oanada, and the policy which is sought to
be enforced in British Columbia. Whereas in British Oolumbia ten acres of land is
the present maximum allowance for a family of five persons, in old Canada the
minimum allowance for such a family has been eighty acres; and a similar contrast
obtains in regard to grants for education, and all other matters COllnected with the
Indians under the re~pective Governments. Read by this light thE) insertion of a
clause guaranteeing the Aborigines of British Columbia the continuance of a policy
as liberal as wa" pursued by the Local Government seems little short of a mockery
of their claims.
Th~first step taken by the Government of the Dominion in dealing with this
subject, was the passing of an Order in Oouncil of the 21st March, 1873, recommending that 30 acres of land should be assigned by the Local Government of Bl'iti",h
Oolumbia to every Indian family of fivl: perolons. To this recommendation (made in
accordance with the general policy heretofore pur-med in Old Oanada in Ruch
matters, but without taking into consideration the bearing of the 13th clause
already referred to, securing a libet'al policy for the Indians of British Oolumbia) the
Government of that Province peremptorily declined ,to accede, alleging that the
quantity. of land which the Order in Oouncil proposed. to assign to the Indians wa"
greatly in excess of what was found to be sufficieLt by previou;; Local Governments,
and the Indian Commissioner was notified that the Government of British Oolumbia
had decided, that the land restlrveJ for the Indians should not exceed 20 acres for each
head of a family of five persons.
Even thi;; allowance of 20 am'es fOl> each head of a family, inadequate as it would
have been considered by the Indians, has, by the interpretation recently put by the
Local Authorities on their Order in Oouncil granting it, been very materially reduced.
'I hey now hold that that Ordel' in Council was intended to apply to new Reserves only,
and not to the old Reserves existing at the time of the union.
Such, with the exception of this 1atte1' interpretation, was the p03ition of the
Indian land question in British Columbia when the duty of administering Indian
affairs devolved upon the undersigned in his capacity of 11inister of the In~eriol'.
His first step in connection with the subject was to submit a memoeandum to
Council, setting forth the facts of the case, and recommending, as undel' the circumstances was inevitable, that the Order in Conncil of the 21st ~1:arch, 1873, assigning
80 acres to each Indian family, be rescinded, and that only ~O acres be allowed to
each family, but also recommending "inter alia" that the I.1ocal Government
shonld be invited to reconsider their Indian land policy with a view to co-operate
in every way with the Government of the Dominion in satisfying the reasonable
demand" of the native Tribe,; wes~ of the Rockv ~Iountains. This memorandum
was approved by the Governor General in Council on the 24th April last.
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Mr. Indian Commis8ioner Powell duly submitted this Order in Council to the
British Columbia Government, accompanied by such arguments as he could use ih
favor of the adoption by that Government of a more liberal land policy towards the
Indians. The British Columbia Government, however, appear to be resolved to
adhere to their determination, not to go beyond the grant of 20 acre'! to each Indian
family; and even that allowance, as already observed, is authoritatively declared to
be intended "not to affect or unsettle reservation,; before established, but it>
" confined to the cases in which, at the time of confederation, the original Tribes wet'e
" not provided with land set apart for their exclusive use."
The Indian Commissioner, on being officially notified of the views of the Local
Government, felt reluctantly obliged to arrest the survey of the Indian Reserves in the
Province: surveys which had been authorized by him and which were then being
proceeded with on the understanding (sanctioned as he believed by the Local
Government) that 20 acres of land wel'e to be allowed to each Indian family whether
on the old Reserves 01' otherwise. This suspension of the survey,;, though under the
circnmstances a necessary step, is calculated to aggravate the discontent and alarm of
the Indian in reference to their treatment by the Government, and will serve in a
great measure to kp,ep open the long pending disputes between the White settlers and
the Indians in reference to their re"pective land claims~disputes, which in the
summer of 1873, nearly led to an ontbreak of the Indian population of the Province,
and to the recurrence of which it was hoped these surveys would put an encl.
How universal, deep-seated and intense the feeling of discontent among the
Indians of British Columbia was, previous even to the last decision of the
Local Government limi.ting the 20 acre grant, is unmistakably apparent in Mr.
Commi;;;sioner Powell's report of his visit to the native Tribes last summer and in
the letters of the Roman Catholic Bishop of the Provmce and Father Grandidier. In
this connection ~fr. Commissionel' Powell doe& not hesitate to write that "if there
" ha, not been an Indian war it is not because the1~ has been no injustice to the
" Indians, but because the Indians have not been sufficiently united."
These gloomy anticipations are shared not only by both the Indian Commissionel'tl,
but also by the 'White settlers generally in the Pl'ovince, and are expressed still more
strongly, if possible, in the communications already alluded to of Father Grandidier
and the Roman Catholic Bishop of the Province.
All concur in: the opinion that until the land grievances of which the Indians
complain are satisfactoriIy redressed, no treatment, however humane or liberal
in the way of money grants or presents, will avail to secure peace or contentment
among them. As an evidence of the strength of this feeling of dissatisfactlOu,
Commissioner Powell states that the Indil'll Bands at Nicola and O'Kanagan Lake
wholly declined to accept any presents from him last summer, lest by so doing they
should be thought to waive their claim for compensation for the injustice done them
in relation to the land grants.
~
The views of the Roman Catholic Bishop and of Father Gl'andidiet' eatiL'ely
accord, as we have said, with those of the Commissioners; and the opinions of these
Revel'end gentlemen are, it is thought, worthy of special consideration, from the fact
that they speak with a thorough knowledge of the subject, acquired by a long re~i
dence among the Indians and close and habitual intercoUt'::!c with them.
The other principal land gl'ievance.3 of which the Indians complain, besides
that of the insufficient quantfty allowed them already rcfel'red to, may be briefly
stated u!lder two heads:1st. They complain that, in many instances, the land;; which they had settlei
upon and cultivated have been taken fl'om them without compen'Jation and preempted by the -White settlers, and that in some cases theft' burial gronnds have bee:l
th~s pre-empted.
2nd. They complain that in consequence of the present state of the law in reference to pastoral land, their cattle and horse., are systematically driven away from
the open country by the White settlers who have taken leases of pastoral land in
their neighborhood.
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All these several grievance" have been f,)l' many year,; p:tst the subject:; of complaint among:;t the Indians. But during the last two or three years they have assumed
a more Eerions aspect than heretofore; partly feom the fact that the Indians are now,
for the first time, feeling practically the inconvenience of being hemmed in by the
white settlers and prevented from using the land fOl' pastoral purposes; pal'tly because the Indians are only now beginning to understand the value of agriculture, and
to de~ire the possession of lands for cultivation; and partly, it may be, because they
have been made aware of the liberal land policy extended to the Indians of the
North-West in recent treaties and naturally contrast this treatment with the policy
meted out to themselves.
The Indians of British Columbia, e:specially those in the interior of the Province, are intelligent and industrious, and likely to turn to good account any farming
lauds which may be assigned to them. Moreover, they already own large herds of
horses and cattle, and a liberal allowance of pastoral land is to them a matter of
absolute necessity to enable them to support their stock.
The undersigned feels that the Government of the Dominion cannot ue charged
with want of liberality in its dealings with the Indians of British Columbia since
the admission of that Province into the Union. During the last two years the sum
of $54,000 has been voted by Parliament for their benefit, and before the expiration of the current financial year, the whole of that large sum will probably have
been expended either in supporting Indian schools, making surveys, distributing
agricultural implements and seed, or for othel' objects calculated to promote their
material and moral "well-being.
When it is stated that prior to tho admission of British Columbia into the
Union the entire annual expenditure of the Local Government 011 the Indians did
not exceed at most a few hundred dollars; that as :Mr. Commissioner Powell states:
":hIoney payments by the Government on account of the native race have been
"restricted to expenditure incurred by Indian outrages, and no efforts have been put
" forth with a view to civilizing them it having been considered that the best mode of
" treating them was" to let them alone," it cannot be alleged that in this respeet the
"Government of the Dominion has failed on its part to continue towards the Indians
" of that Province" a policy as liberal as that hitherto pursued by the British Col" urn bia Government."
In laying the foundation of an Indian policy in that Province on the same permanent and mtisfactory basis as in the other portions of th9 Dominion, the Government of the Dominion feel they would not be justified in limiting their efforts to
what, under the strict letter of the terms of Union, they were called upon to do,
They feel that a great national question like this-a question involving, possibly in
the near future, an Indian war with all its horrors-should be approached in a very
different spirit and dealt with upon other and higher grounds.
Actuated by these feelings the Government of the Dominion in its dealings with
the Indians of British Columbia has acted, as has been shown, in P. :-:pirit ofliberality
far beyond what the strict terms of the agreement required at its hands; and
they confidently trust that on a calm review of the whole subject in all its imnortant
bearings the Go,ernment of that Province will be prepared to meet them in a spirit.
of equal liberality.
The policy foreshadowed in the provisions of the 13th clause of Bl'itish Columbia Tel'ms of Union, is plainly altogether inadequate to satisfy the fair and reasonable demar.ds of the Indians. To f<atis(y these demands and to secure the good will
of the natives, the Dominion and Local Governments must look beyond the terms of
that af,'Teement, and be governed in their conduct towards the aborigines by the
justice of their claims and b,h the necessities of the case.
The undersigned, would therefore respectfully recommend that the Government
of the Dominion should make an earnest appeal to the Government of Briti~
Columbia-if they value the peace and prosperity of their Province; if they desire
that Canada as a whole should retain the high character she has eamed for herself
by her just and honorable treatment of the reJ men of the rorest-to recomidi:H' in a
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\5pirit of wisdom and patriotism t.he land grievances of which the Indians of that
Province complain, appatently with good reason, and take such measures as may be
necessary promtply and effiectually to redress them.
In conclusion, the undersignea would recommend that, should the views submitted
in tllis memorandum be appl'oved by the Governor General in Council, a copy of
the Order in Council passed in the case, with a copy of this memorandum, be trans...:mitted to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia, with a l'equest
that he would tllke an early opportunity of submitting them to his Execnti\-e Government, and to express the hope that the views of the Dominion Government
therein embodied may obtain an early and favorable consideration. He would
furthel' recommend that copies of the Order in Council and this memorandum should
also De transmitted by the Governor General to the Secretury of State for the Colonies,
accompanied by copies of such of the other documents herewith submitted as
may be thought necessary to enable the Colonial Secl'etary to understand in all its
:bearinO'g the great national question now seeking solution ut the hands of the
Dominion Government and the Government of British Columbia.
D. LAIRD,
Minister of the Interior.
Deputy .JJ[inister Of the Interior to the Secretary of State.
DEPARTUEXT OF THE INTERIOR.
OTTAWA, Noy.'

12th, 1874.
SIR,-I have the bonol' to endose a certified copy of an order of His Excellency
the Go,-ernor General in Council, togethel' with a copy of the memorandum therein
referred to respecting the unsati"factory state of the Indian land question in the Pro·
vince of Bl'iti~h Columbia, and I have to request that J ou will have the goodness to
transmit these documents (as the Order in Conncil directs) to His Honor the Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia, with a view to their being brought nnder the
early C'onsiclemtion of the Government of that Province..
I have, &c.,
R A. MEREDITH,
Deputy of the Minister of th~ Interior,

The Earl of Carnarvon to the E,lrl oj Dl)fferin.
DO'VNING STREET, 5th February, 1875.
1'tly LORD,-I have received your despatch, No. 294, ofihe 4th of Decembel', endosing at the request of your }1inisters a 3finute of the Canadian Privy Council, with a
copy of a memorandum fl'om the Minister of the Interior, with accompanying documents, respecting the present state of the Indian land q~estion in the Province of
British Columbia.
I have read these papers with great though painfhl intcrest, as I cannot but regret
that there should be any difference of opinion on such a subject, or indeed that there
should be any gl'ound for believing that the provision made for ihe Indian tribes is
not fully equal to their requirements; it it; not, therefore, easy to over-rate the importance of the question to which these papers relate, but I do not perceive that it is
~mggesto::l that I should now take any action in the matter, a.ld indeel I ab3iain from
coming to any conclusion respecting it pending the receipt of the reply to the representation addressed by the Dominion Government to the Pl'ovincial Government, by
whom I cannot doubt that full and liberal considerution will be given to all the considerations of the ea~e.
I ha,-e, &C'.,
CARNARVON,

...
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REPORT

OF THE GOVERNMENT 01<' BRITISH COLUMBIA ON
SUBJECT OF INDIAN RESERVES.

THE

Oopy of a Report of a Oommittee of the Honorable the Executive Council, approued by His
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor on the 18th day cif August, 1875.
The Committee of Council concur with the statements and recommendations contained in the memorandum of the Honorable the Attorney-General, on the subject of
Indian Affairs, dated 17th August, 1875, and advise that it be adopted as the expression of the views of this Government af! to the best method of bringing about a settlement of the Indian Land (~uestion.
Certified.
W. J. AR~fSTRONG,
Olerk of the Executive Council.

The undersigned begs leave' to submit, for the consideration of His Honour the
the Lieutenent-Governor in Council, the following memorandum on Indian Affairs : For some time past the Government of the Province have endeavoured, but
without snccess, to arrive at some practical solution of what is termed the Indian land
question. The negotiations with the Dominion 011 the su~ject have been based on
-the 13th Article of our Terms of Union agreeu to in 1871, which reads as follows:j
"The charge of the Indians, and the trusteeship and management of'the lands
"reserved for t~~eir use and benefit, shall be assumed by the Dominion Government,
" and a po1icy as liberal as that hitherto pursued by the British Colnmbia Government
" shall be continued by the Dominion Govel'llment after the Union.
"To carry out such policy, tracts of land of such extent as it has hitherto been
"the practice of the British Columbia Government to appropriate for that pUl'pose,
"shall from time to time be conveyed by the Local Government to the- Dominion
"Government in trust for the use and benefit of the Indians on applicatioil of the
"Dominion Government; and in case of disagreement between the two Governmentf\
"respecting the quantity of ,mch tracts of land to be so granteJ, the matter shall be
"referred for the decision of, the Secretary of State for the Colonies."
~
It will thus appeal'ht.-That Canada assumeJ the chal'ge of the Indians and the tl'u~tecship amI
management of their lands.
2ncL-That a policy towards our Natives as liberal as that of the Colonial Government of British Columbia (priot'to Confedet'ation) shoulu be continued
by the Dominion Government.
Hrd.-That this Province should, after Confederation, COllYey to the Dominion,
in trust for the usc of the Indians, tracts of land similar in extent to those
which had been set apart for their use by British Columbia when govel'lled
directly by the Imperial Authorities.
.
~th.-That. any disagreement with respect to the extent of such lands shoulrl be
referred to the Secretarv of State for the Colonies for his decision.
Upon these foul' distinct ter;ns the 13th Article is based. It need scarcely be
stated that there is a marked difference between a stipulation to establish a general
policy and an agreement to supply certain detailed assistance" to carry out such
policy." Referring to the Report of the Hon. the ~finister of the Interior, adopted
by Minute of the Privy Council of the 4th of Novembet·, 1814, it will be observed that
the Minister fails- to draw such a distinction, and harshly condemns tho Indian policy
of the Ct'own Colony "as little short of a mocket'Y of the claims" of the Indians,
because the aid given to it in the shape of land and fo~education fell short of that
given in old Canada.
The yalue of the above distinction will presently appear in discussing the several
points in the order laid down. Although the question of wlwt (/{3sistance in {and shall
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British Columbia now give to enable the DominjJn to carry out her Indian policy? is the
real issue between the two Governments, it appears to be absollJ.tely necessary to give
a short sketch of the Indian policy of the Crown Colony, with a view of removing
the very unjust impressions respecting it which have been created in the pub1i(}
mind by the publication of the Report of the Minister of the Interior. Superior to
this reason is the undoubted right of the Imperial Government (to whom the Indian
correspondence has been referred) to a full explanation respecting the charges pre·
ferred in the Report, of mal-administration of a policy established under their direct.
ing influence. In justice also to the past and present Governments of British
Columbia, as well as to its people at large, a thorough consideration of the !'Iinistel"s.
Report is demanded. With these remarks the undersigned now proposes to deal witl;l
the three last propositions above set fnrth, as the first condition may be considered, as
disposed of.
With respect to the second proposition, that the Indian policy of Canada IShall
110t be less liberal than that of the Crown Colony of BritilSh Colum.bia, it is not
intended to give mOlle than a brief statement of the Colonial Policy as it was pursued
prior to 1871 : nor would such a statement have been ~ecessary had the Colonial
Indi~.n System been better understood by the Dominion Government.
The ])olicy of the Dominion aims at a concentNtion of the Indians upon Reserves,
while that of the Cro'wn Colony, gesides granting Reserves in cases where the Indians
preferred them, courted rather an opposite rel:':1lt. The Colonial Policy WfiS iirst
inaugumted under the auspices of the Imperial Government in 1858, the date of the
foundation of the Crown Colony. Under this policy the Natives were invited find
encouraged to mingle with and live amongst the 'White population with a view of
weaning them by degrees from savage life, and of grad ually leading them by example
and precept to adopt habits of peace, honesty and industry. It is true that this step
was not unattended with some of the well-known evils which are unfortunately
inseparable from the attempted fusion of savage and civilized races, but these defects
it was believed, would in time have been largely removed by the application of proper
remedies.
The Dominion Commissioner for Indian Affairs, resident here, has asserted (vide
Report) that" Money payments by the Government, on account of the native race, ha,"e been
"restricted to expenditure incurred by Indian outrages, and no efforts have
" been put forth with a view to civilize them, it having been c~nsidered that
" the best mode of treating them was to let them alone."
This is certainly a very strong and positive statement, and one which undoubtedly
leads the reader to infer that the Crown Colony (which is meant by the word
" Government") had cruelly neglected the Indians and left or "let them alone" in
their savage 'condition, to struggle for life against the inroads of aggressive White
settlers, who, as the complaint in the Report states, "in many instances took from
" them the lands which they had settled upon and cultivated, and in some cases their
burial grounds." (vide Report.)
,
Upon referring to the books and vouchers of the Treasury Department, it appears.
that between 1858 and 1871, money payments by the Colonial Governments on
account of the Native race' were, apart from expenditure caused by "Indian'
outrages," extensively made for various purposes. Considerable sums were, from
time.to time, paid for laying off and surveying Reserves in the lower country and in
the interior; for settling boundary and other disputes, whether among themselves 01'
with White setHers; and for specific expenses incurred in protecting and upholding
their civil rights of property in our Courts of Law. Under a local ordinance very
large amounts were, from the earliest days, spent solely in the interests of the
Indians, in the effort to suppress the" liquor traffic" amongst them. The expenditure on this account is composed of payments for the fuel consumed by ships of war,
for steamers, for the salar!es, travelling expenses, and allowances of magistrates,
pilots, police, and witnesses engaged in this service. By instructions from the Gov.
ernment, the natives were exempted from paying tolls and direct taxes levied on the
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'Community at large tor the construction of public highways ani bridges; nor wen)
Custom'! duties exacted upon the animals and merchanriize-sometimes of no inconsiderable value-which the members ofa tribe from time to time imported across the
uoandary line feom American soiL These abatements-large in the aggregate-are
virtually "money payments" on Indian account. Pecuniary aId was given to the
sick and destitute, and to a large extent in cases of epidemic;;, such as smallpox. Treating the life of the Indian with as much respect and consideration as that of his civilizeu neighbour, inquests were held, when necessary, in case.:; of untimely death. The.3e pl'oceeding,; WCl'e often, and almo;;t alway,;
i.n the intel'iol', attended with considerable outlay. In the administration of justice
gmtuities weee sometimes given at the in.3tanee of a Julge on circuit, or of a District
lIfagi~trate, to de,;erving IndiJ,ns. With a view of encouraging their feelings of loyalt}and strengthening their fidelity and attachment to the Crown, a general invitation was annually extended to the various tribe.3 within reach to meet at some
~entral point in the lower counti',Y fOl' the pm'pose of celebt'ating the birthday of Her
1rfaje~ty. Ne:wly 4,000 Indiaus respondeJ to the call in 1865, and lat'ge nlllnb~l's attended at each sub:3eguent meeting. On such occasion~ the Governor met them in
pel':';ol1, aud distribute,l the libel'al money and other pl'ize:'l amongst the snccessful
~ompetitoril in games and in water SPOl'ts. Presents of food atlu clothing to the
Indians a'!sembled wel'e added; and the opportunity thus affordeu was improved
by giving them good counsel and advice f0r theil' flltu!'e well-being. On othet'
{)cca..,ions, badges of value were given to mel'itorious chief,;, who, with their fo 110 w(,1''; ,
receivecl blankets, food, and articles of dre"ls,
The system of "gifts" to the Native tribe·, was not, however, a pl'ominent featm'e
i.n the Colonial policy. It ,,'as followed mOl'e iu obedience to Indian tradition than
from convictions of ultimrrte goocl, The pl'actice wa'! therefore countenanced rathel'
than encomaged, as it was opposed to the main principles of assimilation in the higher
degree of the native ancl civilize i race'! aud of the conseguent tl'eatment of the Indian as a fellow subject. In;;teacl of this mode of a'lsisting them, habit::; of self reliance were inculcated, and the advantage'! of well directedlabol' were impl'essecl upon
them. The time too wa, oppol'tune fOl' putting the.,e le;;sons into practice, as labol'
was t;carce and in gl'eat dem[tnd. Eve!'y Indian, thet'efol'e, who could and would
work-and they wel'e num ;rous-wa'! employed in alm);;t evel'Y b,'anch of indu;;trial
and of dom33tic life, at wage'! which woulc! appeal' esce.%ively high in Eflglanu 01' in
Canada. FL'om becoming lab:)ul'ero>, some of the N,ttive~ aftel' a time, stimulated by
'example unci by pL'oilt, engagei on their OW,l account in stock-breeding, in river
boating,anc! in " p:tcking," a~ it i" tet'med, a.3 carriel'S of mel'chandize by land and
by water; while other;:; followed fishing and hunting with more vigour than
formerly to supply the wants of au incoming p0pulation. The Govel'llment frequently
~mployed those living in the interiOl' as police, laboL'el's, servants, and as messengers
~ntl'mted with en'anc!s of imp0rtance.
It may hel'e be mentioned that in the
payr!.lent 01' distribution of public rewill'cl" (howe,et' large) for the uppl'ehensiongf'
'Criminals, the claim~ of the Indian and of the White man were treated alike. It is not
of course sugge~tecl that any payments for services rendet;ed ure payments" on account
'Of the Indiun"." The facts are merely stated to illustrate some of the featuL'es of the
genm'al policy pursued towarcls them. They were taught by association with the
'Civilized raeC.3 und by the course pursuec! in our Coul'ts, where justice was meted O'lt
with even hancl to all cla;;Rcs and race3, to appreciute and respect the laws of the
country, A speciul enactment provided that when" any Aboriginal Native" was
{( destitute of the knowledge 6f God," or was an unbelievet' " in religion 01' in a future
state of rewards and punishments," the evidBnce of such Native might he received in
any civil 01' criminal cause UIYl11 his makmg a "solemn affil'mation," 01' a simpltl
<c declaration to tell the truth" [Revised Statutes, No. 7 -!J.
Their live" and their
propel'ty were jealously guarded. From humane motives, two penal statutes with
fltriugent provisions were in early days passed-one, to pre,ent the spoliation of their
grave;; and burial grounds; the other, as its caption read;;, "To prohibit the sale Clt'
gift of intoxicating liqnors to Indians." [Revised Statute;;., No~. 69 and 85.J
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ThUlS far it will be ;.;een that no dit-lcl'imilluting lines were drawn oetween the
Natives and other race;;, save in the interest of the former. In dispo;,;ing, however, of
the Crown Lands, the Colony, for obviolls reasons, made adistinction between the
Indians and other resident British subjects. This may best be shown by quoting
Bection 3 of the "Land Ordinance, 18'10 :-"
Sec. 3. "Any male
'i'
* British :-moject of the age of 18 years or
'''over, may aequire the right to pre-empt any tmct of unoccupied, unsurveyed and
"unreserved Crown Lands (not being an Indian Settlement) not exceeding 320 acres:East of the
Cascade :Mountains, and 160 acres
in
"' the rest of the Colony. Provided that :-;uch l>ight
~hall not
" extend to any of the AborigineI'> of this Continent, except to such as' shall have
" obtained the Governor's spelliaJ permission in writing to that effect."
This section needs little llomment. It is a transcript of the law of 1860 rPl'O·clamation No. 1'1] as aftBrwards amended. The Indians, although denied the right of
Ere-emption which the Aet gave to other British tlubjects, were permitted to pre-empt
. Crown Lands provided the Governor was sati"fied that they could fllitil the usual
<3onditions upon which the land. wa:-; ::;old. Il.~ late as 1872, a Port Langley Indian
received pcrmission to pre-eml)t 100 acre::; of land upon his practically proving that he
·could intelligently cultivate it. [Appendix A.] The above Section is now in force,
but the practice of giving the,:.;e permissions has been diseontinued, lest it should interfere with the Dominion policy of concentmting the Indians uPQn Reserves.
Tmch: of land or ReAeI'ves were HI~o ~et spart by the Crown for the use of some
of the Tribes. .\" an illyarible rLlle they (·mIn'twed the yillage sites, settlements and
·cultivated htnds of tho Indian". Sovcnll of the Reserves though rich in soil and
situat.ed in t.he eentye of White "ettlements, are, howe'ver, unfortunately unproductive
to the country, owing partly to Indian indolence aud partly to the attractions of
_good wages offered by tho White population.
To seciure the Indian" ill peaceabJe postiession of their property generally, the
Colonial Legislature conferred upon the District :Magistrates extensive powers (not
even possessed by the Supreme Oourt) to remove and punish by nne, imprisonment
or heavy damages and costs any person unlawfully "entering or occupying" their
Reserves or Settlements, or damaging their" improvements, crops, or cattle." [Revised Statutes, No. 125.]
To effectually carry out their general Indian policy,' the Colonial Government
..appointed the Magistrates resident in the several Districts to act as Indian Agents.
As such their manifold duties may be summed up in the statement that they advised
and protected the Indians in all matters relating to their welfare.
It has been said that no system of edubation, in its restricted sense, was established on llehalf of the Indians. \Yhile this is admitted, it may also be stated that
the Government merely deferred the subject, believing that it was far more impol't,ant in the interests of the community at large to first reclaim the Natives from
their savage state and teach them the practical and rudimentary lessons of civilized
life. How this was done has been already explained.
. Since writing the above the undersigned has fortunately obtained a copy of it
despatch, addressed in 18'10, by the Governor of British Columbia to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, respecting the Colonial Indian pollcy. [Appendix R] This
-document strongly and ably bears out many of the views and opinions above
·expressed.
Such is but an imperfect sketch of the Colonial Indian policy which was founded
in 1858 and determined in 18'11. It was based on the broad and experimental prin'Ciple of treating the Indian as a fellow sllbject. The principle was, at least, a lofty
one, and worthy of an enlightened humanity. Like others of its kind, it had its
trials; but it also had its rewards, for, through its influence, the Oolony was enabled
on the day of Confederation to hand over to the trusteeship of the Dominion a community of 40,000 Indians-loyal, peaceable, contented, and in many cases honest and
industrious. This fact is in itself the best commentary that can be offered upon the
policy .~ued towards the Indians during the 13 years preceding Confederation.
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All policies or systems are open to more or less abuse; and the Colonial Indian
policy laid no claim to exclusive immunity in this respect. It has been shown that
laws, unquestionably wise and humane, were enacted in the interest of the Indians ..
If, "in many instances," their cultivated patches or, ee in some cases," their "burial
grounds" have, as they complain, been unjustly taken from them, the law provided a
sme and speedy remedy. The nndersigned, however, takes the liberty or thinking
that their statements in this respect are exaggerated. If such instances do exist they
are exceedingly few in number-three or four at most-and are probably capable of
satisfactory explanation. The Indians of this country number aIout 40,000, and are·
settled over an area of 220,000 square miles. It is doubtful whether any parallel
exists of so large a number of savage tribes, a vast majority of whom never saw a
white face until 1858, being successfully controlled and governed by, comparatively
speaking, a mere handful of people of the European race. The country has been
singularly free from the graver classes of crime among the Natives. Excepting a..n.
outbreak of a serious character in 1864 and a few acts of violence committed by·
Indian marauders on the N orth West Coast, breaches of the law have generally been
confined to cases of theft, to <;omIDon and aggravated assaults, and to inter-tribal
feuds. In nearly every instance the origin of Indian crime may be traced to the·
evasion of the Indian liquor laws.
. Since Confederation the Indians have undoubtedly become discontentOO. HopeS
of'visionary wealth, to be acquired without lab om, have been excited in the minds
of some of the Tribes; for it is a notorious fact that 80 acres of land were
promised, of course without authority, to each head of an Indian family before the
question of Reserves was even laid before the Provincial Government. When the·
policy of the Dominion supplanted that of the Colony, the several Indian Agencies
established by the latter lapsed, and have not been replaced. It is Dot surprising, therefore, that the Indians, left as they have been for the last four years without
that counsel and advice which they formerly received from those in authority, should
have become unea.'lY and restless as to their future.
Before passing to the 3rd and 4th propositions it seoms necessary to firl:;t call
attention to that portion of the Report of the :M:inister of the Interior which inferentially charges the Local Government with a want of proper regard for the rights of
the Indians, and with the grave responsibility of unnecessarily impeding a settlement of the question of Reserves or, as it is called in the correspondence, the Indian
land question. It is to he regretted that this charge should have been mafle, as it
cannot with justice be sw;tained. III this matter the Minister has probably acted
upon insufficient infornuLtion, both as to the general views of the Provincial Government upon the subject of Reserves, and as to the special reasons which dictated thecourse they ha,e hitherto pursued.
It is rtlmoRt needless to state that the Local Government have been keenly
alive, not only to the advantages, but to the absolute neeesi'lity ar.d urgent importanooof a speedy settlement of all questions conilected with the Reservos. The favorable
influence which it would exert in tho future cannot be overrated. Peace would be
ensured, and prosl)ority would not fail to follow tho improved condition and social
elevation of the Indian. The ii'uits of his labou~ might at first fall short of expectation; but in time their value would be gradually increased by well directoo training.
The importance of the Tribes, as large consumers and as laboureDl, is fully understood
and appreciated. 'fhe Provincial Government feel that the~o fa.cts in themselves
entitle the IndianB to a kind and libcml treatment. Thcil· claims to consideration
:rest mo:reover 011 much higher groundH. The common dictate;; of humanity, apart
from the moral lessons of education, silently but eloquently appeal to om better nature
to shun oppression, and to prot<lct :md assist the ignorant and helpless. Such
principles of action are not new. They have been happilyenl-,>Tufted upon our Constitution which, in the case of the Indian, views u disregard of hi'! rights as oppression,
and that oppression as a synonym for Hlavery.
. Strongly holding the above views and convictiom, the Provincial Government
have, with great reluctance, felt ·"mpcllecl to differ in opinion from t~c D,,,,,illion
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. Government on the subject of Reserves. A request by the Dominion for any reasonable and discriminating .acreage of cultivable land fot' the use of the Indians is
one which, on grounds above stated, could not but recommend itself to the favourAble consideration of the, Government of the Province. Bu,t in considering the
demands already made, the Local Government felt constrained to keep in view not
only the present condition and probable futuro of the Province, but the habits and
pursuits of our Indians. That negotiations on the subjRct have hitherto failed is a
matwr of extreme regret; but is also a misfortune for which the Government het'e
cannot justly be held responsible. The real causes of this failure are attributable to
the want of proper infol'D1I:tti:on on the part of the Dominion Government of the
physical structure of this country and of the habits of the Indians. At least such is
the opinion plainly indicated in the annexed portion of a letwr lately addressed to
the Minister of the Interior by Mr. Duncan, an Indian Missionary remarkable not
less for his unselfish devotion to the cause of the Indians than for his marvellollil
success amongst the tribes of the N orth- W-est Coast. [ Appendix C.]
.
It will be observed that he has ad\i~ed the Indian Department to defer the question of Reserves, and to appoint a resident Indian Agent in each district. This
agent, he suggests, would, from his local knowledge, give trustworthy advice to the
Government respecting" the number, wants, and pursuits of the Indians under his
" charge, the nature of their country
and the most suitable locality and
" quantity of land required." "Without such advice," Mr. Duncan adds, " I· cannot
" see how the Government can be expected to act fairly or wisely in dealing with the
"subject." Though this language is addressed to the Dominion Government, it
applies with equal, and indeed with greater force to the Government of the Province,
as they are re~ponsible for the manner in which they dispose of the public lands,
from which the -Reserves will, of course, be taken.
The undersigned has also received a letter [Appendix D] from Mr. Duncan on
the same subject of Reserves, in which he says,-" I am persuaded that the whole
" diA-erence" between th~ two Governments on the land question, "springs from the
" fact that no definite information is before the Provincial Government" on the subject. Reading both communications it will he found that he condemns the old or
Colonial Reserves as being misplaced and too limited in area, and suggests that they
therefore be abandoned for more eligible lands. He all'<o diAApproves of the Dominion
land scheme as submitted for adoption by the Province. ,
.
The gravity of the interests directly involved in the applications of the Dominion
.
for Provinciallands~for the Indians, will best be understood by reference to the following figures, and by contrasting them with ths exwnt of land prescribed by tb
Terms of Union, as they are interpreted : For present purposes the Indian population may be assumed to be 40,000.
1st.--Terms ofUnion.-10 acres to each Indian family .......... 80,000 acres;
2nd.:"-21st March, 1873.-Request by Dominion for SO acres of
average quality for each family of five persolls, and old
Reseryes to be regulated accordingly, equal to ................ 640,000 acres;:
3rd.-In reply the Province offered 20 acres to each head of a
family of five persons, which the Indian Department was
authorized by the pominion authoriti~s to accept, equal to 160,000 acres i.
4th.--15th May, 1874.-In lieu of the above, a further request
was made for 20 acres to 'each head of a family or, as understood, for each Indian adult (the adults being about threetent.h!:: of the Indian populat.ion), equal to ...................... 240,000 ael'es.;
This was assented to in the case of future Reserves; lmt the Provincial Government declined to include pa..'!t I~eserve8 in this agreement. They, however, offered t+>
oonsider any special claim which might arise in respect of the latter.

* * *

[NOTB.-From each of the aboTe quantiti~s. the acreage of1he old Reserve.s must, of COUl'8ll, be·
deducted. 'rhe amount cannot be. stated .':ltn .t< C1lrltCY in the absence of complete 8urveJ'g. -Tt,
however, represents but a very small fractio;: of t.lle 4 uaniities stated(l
.
•
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This statement at once shows the very grave nature of the responsibility which
rested upon the Provincial Government in dealing with such large tracts of agricultural land. Without definite information they felt it impossible to come to any
intelligent conclusion upon the subject. Under all the circumstances, and bearing in
mind what Mr. Duncan has stated, it would appear that they were fully justified in
hesitating to accede to propositions which might not only retard the future settlement of the Province, but prove to be both ill-judged and ill-timed in the interests of
the present settlers and of the Indians themselves.
The enlargement of past Reserves is in many instances practically impossible, as
they are surrounded by White settlements. The proposal to implement any deficiency
-of their acreage from lands more or less distant from them is open to grave objections. Every individual of a Tribe which is provided with a reservation, regards the
land as his home, and as the common property of the community to which he belongs.
'This being the case; the Indian Department would have to decide the difficult question .of selecting the individual who should, in their opinion, be compelled to part'
from his Tribe, his friends, and thl:l home t~ which he had long been attached by the
strongest natural ties, to settle on land selected for him perhaps at a distance from
his Reserve. The division of the old Reserves into 20 acre allotments, as contempleted,
would also be attended with great difficulty, except some scale of compensation were
settled upori, R Rr.}' one ~W'h :!llotment might include all the cultivated land of the Tribe.
The settlement or tiuch CUt;c:; at> the above may be said to properly rest with the Indian
Department: but it is equally clear that the Province would be responsible for enforcing
this settlement, and suppressing any disturbances which might be caused by attempts
to force unwilling Indians to accept what they might consider unjui:lt.
Passing now to the third and fourth propositions, which may be dealt with
together, it remains for the Provincial Government to consider what assistance in the
ilhape ofland they will give to the Dominion Government to carry out their Indian
policy. The 13th Article binds the Province to give the same quantity of land as in
practice the Crown Colony gave. This quantity seems to"have been settled at ten
acres to each Indian family, as appears by the following extract from the Speech of
Governor Douglas to the Legislative Council in 1864. [British Columbia Sessional
Papers, 1864] : "The Native Tribes are quiet and well-disposed. The plan of forming Reserves
"of land embracing the village sites, cultivated fields, and 'favourite places of resort
«of the several Tribes, and thus securing them' against the encroachment of the'
" settlers, and forever removing the fertile eause of agrarian disturbance, has been
"productive of the happiest effects on the mindtl of the natives.
" The areas thus partially defined and set apart in no ease exceed the proportion
" of ten acres for each family coneerned, and are to be held as the joint and common
" property of the several Tribes, being intended for their exclusive ulle and benefit.
" and espeeially as a provi"ion for the aged, the helple~s, and the infirm."
It may be broadly stated that uniformity of acreage in the Reserves is practically
impossible in this country. A uniform a.creage that might appear desirable and
just in Ontario, where there is abundance of good agricultural land, would, if adopted
here, be fraught with mischief to the Province at large. The physical features of
British Columbia are not. only varied in themselves in t.he most positive manner, but
they widely differ from t.hose of all other section~, of the Dominion. The natural
laws of accommodation have produced equally marked distinctions between the
several Tribes of the Province; nor i8 there much more analogy between these Tribei'
as a body and the Tribes that inhabit the Plains and the Eastern Provinces.
In order to deal intelligently with the subject of Reserves it appears desirable
that the habits and -pursuits of our natives should be duly considered, with a view of
determining some general principles upon which in future a fair distribution of 0 . .
public lands may be based. The physical structure of each locality should also be borne
in mind. In the absence of that full and definite information. which Mr. Duncan considers indispensable, the following general remarks may be offered, espeeiallv a8 they
are not likely to conflict with the Indian poliey i:'ugge::lted by that gentlemaiJ.
C
;

Apart from tribal divisions and differences of dialect, the Indians may be divided
iIlto three classes:. 1. Fishermen and hnnters;
2. Stock-breeders, and farmers on a small scale;
3. Labourers.
The first class naturally constitutes a very large proportion of the Indian population. It includes about 30,000 "Ooast Indians," who live on the seaboard, besides
two or three thousand Indians who live in the interior and in the southern parts of
the Province. The request of the Dominion for a uniform acreage of land for all the
Tribes,. necessarily implies that each male adult of this and all other classes is to be
withdrawn from his present occupation, and taught to cultivate the land allotte'd to
him. If tbis course be carried out, a serious injury will be infiicted upon the Indians
and the Province. Our numerous bays, inlets and rivers, contain inexhaustible supplies of the finest fish. Otter, seal, and other useful products m·e also easily obtained.
The long experience and acquired skill of both fishermen and hunters migl;:!t, instead
of being diverted to other purposes, be turned to excellent account by qualified Indian
Agents rt>Elident amongst them. No good rea~On exists Why" :B'isheries," such as
those established by our merchants on Fraser River for curing and exporting salmon,
and other merchantable fish, should not be erected in suitable places for the benefit of
the Indians, and be in time profitably controlled and conducted by themselves. Many
of the Indians are now employed in this industry as fishermen, at one dollar, or four
shillings sterling, a day. The business requires but little mechanical skill, and that
they already possess. Their beautiful canoes and well-executed carvings in ivoryr
stone, and wood are good proofs of this. The experiment might be made at a very
small outlay, especially as all the necessary appliances-a few tools and some tinware
excepted-are almost within their reach. In the comparative cost of labour they
would possess an enor·mous advantage as long as wages remain at their pI'esent high
figures. The merchhnt, instead of embarking in such ventures himt-elf, would doubtless find it more profitable to purchase his supplies from the Indian" Fisheries,"
which would thus at the outset be relieved of the responsibility of finding a foreign
market for their goods. The establishmcnt of lumber mills and other industries
would unquestionably follow success in this direction.
. . The hlllltel"s skill might likewise be turned to good use. It is a notorious fact
that valuable fur-bearing animals-large and smull-are wastefully and even wantonly
destroyed at unsea80nable periods of the year. The mountain ranges which supply
this clm.1e; (If animal;; are, generally speaking, wholly unfit for agricultural purposes ..
The experience and I>uperior intelligence of the Indian Agent would again be usefully:
called into play, The hunter would be taught to regard these localities as fur-preserves, to avoid indiscriminate slaughter, to kill only at proper seasons of the year,
and to carefully protect a source of wealth which he is now gradually but too surely
destroying. The fur trade of the Province, with all its present disadvantages, is one
of considuable importance, and might be greatly increased. Under these circumstance~, any care taken to preserve and foster it, would be well bestowed. The Indians
upon whcm this trade almost wpol1y depends, would largely reap the benefits of its
good management. Theee views upon this branch of the subject have been communicated by lf1'. J. W. McKay, a gentleman who has had thirty years experience
amongst the Indians of the Province.
RESERVES.

Prom the above general remarks it is reasonable to suppose that large tracts of
agricultural hnds will not be required for the clm~s of Indians referred to. Those
who cannot be employed usefully, in the manIler indic!lted, in fishing or hunting,
might req llire and fairly expect farming lands, The other portion of the community
wO~lld be provided for in other ways, by reserving their fishinKstations, fur-trading
po.,b and settlements, and by laying ofr a libf'l"'] quantity of lanrl foy a. future townlli tt'. In the mountain ranges, the mo~··t elig-ih!e locali i i"s fi)1' the hunter's purpose
mig-lit. be selected and reserved Uf: fur-bearing preserve~.
.
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STOCK-BREEDEBS AND FARMERS.

With respect to this class of Indians, who are a useful portion of the community,
it must be conceded that their herds of horses and cattle require as much pastoral
land for their support as equal numbers of stock owned by the White settlers, Th.
pastoral leases complained of in the Minister's report, will, however, soon be determined and a fruitful source of irritation will thus be removed. As suggested by
:Mr. Duncan~ a liberal allowance of farming lands should . be made, provided that the
general outlines of the Indian policy which he recomme:!1ds for adoption in the
Province be followed.·
LABOURERS.

.
In the present infancy 'of British Columbia: the Indians of this class have proved
invaluable in the settled portions of the Province. Little can be added to what hM
already been said with respect to their employment and kind treatment by the White
population. It may be mentioned, however, that our lumber mills alone pay about
130 Indian employes over $40,000 annually. Each individual receives from $20 to
$30 per month and board. An average of $25 gives the total of $40,000 as a clear
annual profit made by 130 natives. This information has been obtained from one of
the principal mill-owners. Such is one of the results of the Colonial policy. It is
needless to say that it would require an enormous amount of farming produce to yield
the same, Or' even one-half of this annual profit, to a similar number of Indians.
Reserves of agricultm'alland for such labourers would be worse than useless, for ifthey
got them t'hey would be bound to occupy and cultivate them, and this they could not
do without loss to themselves and loss of valuable and trained labour to the Province.
Discarding, however, ii'om consideration, the mere matter of pecuniary loss or gain,
it clearly appears that the employment of the Indians at slwhcentres of labour, .
possesses other and higher advantages than those described, as it tends to centralize
the Natives and their families. in tplaces easy of access to the MiSSionary and to the
school-teacher.
'l'his memorandum;has reached a greater length than was anticipated by the undersigned; but he has felt that the importance of the subject required such informationas the Provincial Government could give respecting their past and present views uponthe Indian land qnel:ltion, in order that erroneous impressions may be removed,
unnecessary complications be avoided, a practical land scheme be devised, and the
Indian question finally settled to the mutual satisfaction of both Governments.
The following suggestions for the settlement of the subject have been made by
lir. Duncan. [Appendix, D.]
1st. That 110 basis of acreage for Indian Reserves be fixed for the Province as a
whole; but that each Nation (and not tribe) of Indians of the same
language be dealt with separately:
2nd. That fot' the proper adjustment of Indian claims the Dominion Government
do appoint an agent to reside with each Nation:
.
3ed. That Reserves of land be set aside for each Nationality of Indians. Snch
Reserves to contain, in addition to agricultural land, a large proportion
of wild and of forest land. Every application for a Reserve shall be
accompanied by a report from the Agent having charge of the Nation
for whom the Reserve is intended; and such report shall contain a
rellm~ and give a description of the habits and pursuits, and of the
nature and quantity ofland required for the use of such Nation:
4th_ That e:1('h Reserve shall be held in trust for the use and benefit of the
Nation of Indians to which it has been allotted; and in the event of any
mnterial increase or decrease hel'eafter of the members of a Nation
occupying a Heser,e, such Reserve shall be en 1m'god or diminished as the
case may be, so that. it shall bear a fair proportion to the mem bel'S of
the Nation oceupying it. Tbe extra land required f()r any Reserve.
shall be allotted from vacant Crowil lands, and any land taken off a
R.eserve ",hall .revert to the Province:

5th. That the present locttlReseryes be surrendered hy the Dominion to the
Province: s Koon as may be convenient; thePl'ovince agreeing to give
fair compensation for any improvements OJ' clearings made upon any
Reserve which may be s1ll'l'endered by the Dominion and accepted by
the Province:
'
The undersigned has the honot' to recommend that the above suggestions be
'adopted, and that if this memorandum be approved, Hi!:! Honor the Lieutenant-Governor ,
be respectfully requested to forward a copy thereot; and of the Minute of Council
referring thereto, to the Dominion Government, for their consideration and assent;
and he further recommends that another copy be sent to the Dominion Government,
for transmim;ion to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
GEO. A. WALKE~L
Attorney-General.
''VICTORIA, 17th Augu>:it, 1875.

J"PPENDIX

.c\..

,Copy of a Report of a Committee of the.. ,Honorable the Bucutive ('oun,jil, approved
by his Honor the ~Lieutenant-Governor en the on! day of December, 1872.
On a memorandum dated, 2nd DecembeJ', ii'om oJ,\: Honorable the {}hief Commissioner of Lands and 'Works, reporting that an Ill'lian Damed Charlie ha!:! been
living on an island opposite Langley for some time, un ler an a~su]'ance ii'om the late
Mr. Brew that his possession of' the land would be set llred to him. The Indian has
"erected a house and has cleared some of the land. Ee also has cattle and poultry.
The island is overflowed every year at high water. Tho Indian raises wheat. tut'nips,
potatoes, Indian corn and onions. He has planted apple trees also. The island conmins about 100 acres, and the Chief Commissioner of IJands and 'Works recommends
that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor be respectfully requested to give Charlie
,permission to pre-empt, under the provisions of the" Land Ordinance, 1870."
The Committee advise that the recommendation be approved.
(Certified,)
JAM:BJS JUDSON YOUNG,
Clerk, Executive Council.

,ApPENDIX B.
Goverrwr Musgrove to Earl Granville.

(bopy.)

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, BRITISH COLUMBIA,
29th January, 1870.
My LoaD,--I have had the honor to receive your lordship's despatch, No. 104,
, of the 15th November, 1869, transmitting copy of a letter from the Secretary of the
Aboriginos' Protection SOCiety, relative to the condition of the Indians in Vancouver
Island.
2. If the statement;; made in Mr. Sebright Gl'een'r-i letter, forwarded to your
>Lordship by the Society, were statements of facts, they would bea 'llatteJ' of great
reproach to the Colonial Government; but I have satisfied myself that his representations are in some cases quite incorrect, and in others greatly exaggerated. As the
,circumstances alleged and refeITe,l to by Mr. Green were antecedent to my acquaintance with the colony, I referred his letter to Mr. Trutch, the Commissioner of
'Lands and WorkS! and Surveyor-General, for a report; and I now enclose a memorandum from that officer upon the suqject. From other sources of information I
;have every reason to belieyc Mr. Trutch's statements to be correct.

3. It is very difficult, if not impossible, to place Indian tribeil exactly in the
same position as more civilized races, but they do, substantially, enjoy equal protection from the Government; and I believe tbat those of tbem who are most in contact
with the White population, quite understand that this is the case. Complaints are
frequently brought by the Indians in the neighbourhood of Victoria before the police
'magistrate, against each other. And since my arrival here, Indians have been the'
principal witnesses in trials for murder.
I buyc, &c ..
, .A. l\IUSGRAYK

Memorandum on a letter treating of ('Ondition of the Indians in Vancouver Island",
addressed to the Secretary of the Aborigines' Protection Society, by Mr. William
Sebright Green.
!'[r. Green's letter contains a series of allegations against the Government, most
of which are so entirely inconsistent with facts, and in the remainder the truth is so
strangely distorted, that his statements in this matter, and the deductions drawn by
him therefrom, urgently require to be met with most distinct and positive refutation.
It is not true, as he avers, that in this colony we have no "Indian Policy whatever;" that" there are no Indian Agents;" and that" the only friends the Indians
have in the colony are the missionaries." On the contrtll'Y, for the past ten years
at least, during which I have resided in this colony, the Government appears to me·
to have striven to the extent of its power to protect and befriend the native race,
and its declared policy has been that the Aborigines should, in all material respects,
be on the same footing in the eye of the law as -people of European descent, and that
they should be encouraged to live amongst the White settlers in the country, and so,
by their example, be induced to adopt habits of civilization. In the more settled
districts the Indians now reside mostly in the settlements, working for the White
settlers, eating similar food, and wearing similar clothing, and having, to a great extent",
relinquished their former wild, primitive mode of life. In these respects the native-race has undoubtedly derived very material benefit from their contact with White
people, whilst it is undoubtedly equally certain that it has thence contracted a large
share of the vices and attendant diseaf1e which have ever been inevitably entailed by
European races, on the Indians of this continent amongst whom they have settled.
This policy towards the Indians has been consistently carried out, so far as I am
aware, by successive Governors, and under it the Indians have assuredly, as Mr.
Green states" been made amenable to English laws;" but it is somewhat more than
exaggerated to write, as he has done, that the Indians have been" suffered to shoot
andkill one another within rifle-shot of the city, without interference." It' may.be, and
I believe is, a fact, that during the past ten years there have been instances of
Indians having shot and killed one another in the outskirts of Victoria without having
been apprehended; but they certainly hayo not been suffered to do so. On the contrary, had they been detected in the commission of such crimes, they would most
assuredly have been tried and punisherl according to English law. In fact, Indians·
have been tried for this very cri,me in Victoria and hanged. At the trial of all such
offendcrA counsel have been assigned by the judge for their defence, unless specially
provided by themselves or their friends, preci8ely as though they had been White
men. For it must be pointed out that Mr. Green is again positively incorrect in
stating, as he has done, that the defence of Indians is a "mere matter of chance.'"
There is no more of the element of chance in this respect, as regards an Indian on
his trial, than would affect a White man similarily circumstanced. 1\1:oney must, of'
course, always l;ave its effect in securing the services of able' counsel and in other
ways, when a man is under trial for any offence against the law; but in this respect
a poor Indian is no worse off than a poor White man, indeed, he is probably not so
friendless, as the judges in this colony have always made it their special care
that Indians on trial should be at least at no disadvantaO'e on :~CCO',l1t of their'
being Indians.
b
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The Magistrates, too, throughout the Colony, are the especially constituted pro-tectors of the Indians against injustice. They are, in fact, "Indian Agents" in all
but the name, and I am confident that they have so performed this well-understood
branch of their duty, that as full a measure of protectiou and general advantage has
been bestowed on the Indians through their agency by Government, out of the pecuniary means at its disposal for this purpose, as could have been afforded to them
through the medium ofa special Indian Department.
The Indians have, in fact, been held to be the special wards of the Crown, and
in the exercise of this guardianship Government has, in all cases where it has been
desirable for the interests of the Indians, set apart such portions of the Crown lands,
as wer~ deemed l)roportionate to, and amply sufficient for, the requirements of each
Tribe; and these Indian Reserves are held by Government, in trust, for the exclusive/ u s e and benefit of the Indians resident thereon.
But the title of the Indians in the fee of the public lands, or of any portion
thereof, has never been acknowledged by Government~ but on the contrary, is distinctly denied. In no case has any special agreement been made with any of the
Tribes of the Mainland for the extinction of their claims of possession; but these
claims have been held to have been fully satisfied by securing to each Tribe, as the
progress of the settlement of the country seemed to require, the use of sufficient tracts
ofland for their wants for agricultural and pastoral purposes.
In 1850 and 1851, shortly after the first settlement at Victoria by the Hudson
Bay Company-at that tIme grantees from the Crown of the whole of Vancouver
Island, with full executive powers of Government-their Agent, Governor Douglas,
made agreements with the various families of Indians then occupying the southeastern portion of the Island, for the relinquishment of their possessory claims in the
diBtrict of country around Fort Victoria, in consideration of certain blankets and
other goods presented to them. But these presents were, as I understand, made for
the purpose of securing friendly relations between those Indians and the settlement of"
Victoria, then in its infancy, and certainly not in acknowledgement of any general
title of the Indians to the lands they occupy.
In reference to the Cowichan settlements, it appears from the records-for I
cannot speak of this matter from personal knowledge, as I had no official connection·
with Vaneouver Island untU the year before last-that portions of the Cowichan
Valley were surveyed by Government and sold in 1859. The settlement dates,
therefore, from that year, although the unoccupied lands in this district were not
thrown open for pre-emption until 1862. 'When these lands were surveyed, certain
sections, containing iu all 4635 acres, were set apart as reserves for the use of the
Cowichan Indians, and are now held in trust by Government for that purpose, with
the exception of about 500 acres which have been since withdrawn from this reservation, with the consent, as appears from the recorded correspondence in this office, ofthe Indians interested therein.
I ean find no record of any promise having been made to these Indians that they
should be paid for the lands in the Cowichan Valley which they may have laid;.
claim to, nor can I learn that any such promise has ever been made. But it is
probable that the Cowiehans, when the White people began to settle among them,
may have expected·and considered themselves entitled to receive for the lands, which
they held to be theirs, similar donations to those which had been prese11ted to their
l1eighbors, the Saanich Iudians, years previously, as before mentioned, on their
relinquishing their claims on the lands around their villages. It is further very
likely that it was Governor Douglas' intention that sueh gratuities shomd be bestowed
on this Tribe, although no direct promise to that effect had been made; and, in fact,
presents of agricultural implements and tools were authorized to be made to them
through this department last year, although no demands for payment for their lands
had, to my knowledge, been made by these Indians of Government.
It is unfortunately only too true that the law forbidding the sale of liquor to theIndians, although efficacious in the country dif'tricts, especially on the mainland, is
virtually inoperative in Victoria and its neighbourhood, as its provisions, strict as-
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they are, are evaded by an organized system between White men who make the vile
liqnor for this trade, and the Indian traders who purchase it in quantities, to 00
retailed to their Indian cnstomers on the Reserve. Government has endeavored to
suppress this most baneful traffic, but the peofits aTe so considerable that those
engaged in it in a wholesale way cannot be tempted to become informers; and it i~
~only occasionally that even the minor agents are- apprehended and punished, whilst
the principal offenders, some of whom it is hinted are most respectable persons,
· cannot be traced. It is easy for Mr. Green to say, "he could point out at least a
dozen men known to be engaged in this nefarious traffic;" but it would no doub\
have been difficult for him to have pl'oved this, which he asserts as a known fact,
othenvise he would surely have (winced his earnestness in the cause of those on whose
behalf he writes, by giving such information to the police as might have led to the
punishment of these offenders.
Prostitution is another acknowledged evil prevailing to an almost unlimited
. extent among the Indian women in the neighborhood of Victoria; but the prevention
of this vice is at least as difficult to effect here as in more civilized communities, and
the only direct step towards this result that appears open for Government to take
would be to remove the entire Indian population to a distance of some miles from
Victoria; r. course against which the Indians themselves, and the majority of the
White inhabitants, would stl'enuouilly protest, for a variety of reasons: but this
-course must certaillly be adopted before any measures for the improvement in this
respect of the mo!'~(i ,wd social condition of the Indian population can be carried into
,effect with any hope of success.
In direct refutation ofthe charges of utter neglect and inhuman treatment of the
Indians at Victoria during the prevalence of Small pox in 1868, which ]\1:1'. Green
makes against Government, it will be sufficient for me to recount \vhat came under
my own observation in reference to this suQject.
Some time during the autumn of that year, whilst this disease was at its height,
Mr. Young, at that time acting Colonial Secretary, called my attention to a leading
.m'tieie in that morning's British Colonist, of which 111'. Green was then editor, which
· contained most exaggerated representations of the horrible condition of the Indians
,on the Reserve at Victoria under this visitation, and cbarges against Goyernment of
having utterly failed to take any steps to prevent the spread of the fell contagion, or
to alleviate the sufferings of those attacked by it, or even provide for the burial of
.its victims--statements, in fact, of a character and tenor identical with the charge
'which are so broadly made in the letter now under refm·ence. Mr. Young informed
me, that although he knew those statements had no foundation in fact, he was then
· going to investigate the matter thoroughly, and would ne glad if I would accompany
him; Accordingly, Mr. Young, 1111'. Pemberton, Police Magistrate of Victoria, and
'myself, went at once to the Indian Reserve, and spent some hours in inspecting the
Indian houses, hospital, graveyard, &c., and in inquiriug into the arrangements that
. had been made by the Police Magistrate, with ''the assistance of the Rev. Mr. Owens,
~at that time resident on the Reserve in charge of the Church of England Indian
'Mission thereon, and who also joined us in our inspection.
We found but few-only three-cases of small-pox then, existing on the Reserve,
·and these cases were in care of an attendant, paid by Governmentf in a building
.erected by Government specially as an Indian small-pox hospital, and under medical
treatment also provided by Government. Those who had died on the Reserve and- in
t}w 1/l\\"Il of Victoria had been decently buried, to the number of about fifty, that being
tIll' :1 d mbel' of newly-made gravel". We could not verify whether these represented
ali ! lit' deaths up to that time from small-pox among the Indians; but we certainly
BU;W no dead bodies of Indians left unburied on the Reserve, or elsewhere in the
neighborhood of the town: nor did we learn that even one such dead body had been
found" on the rocks outside the harbor," where Mr. Green says" hundreds of bodies
wen; left unburied.)) The shanties which had been occupied by the small-pox patients,
together 'I",itlt their l'jni ;\0'; and bedding, harl l)een carefully burnt j and from all t~t
we saw on the Reserve, and from the infOl'mation furni"hed to m; by thc Rev. }fr.
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Owens, Mr. Pemberton, and others, we were satisfied. that all practicable measures
were being taken for the proper care of the Indian sufferers fi'om small-pox, and for
tQ.e prevention of the spread of the disease.
I will only add, .in confirmation of the. correctness of the impressions we then
for11fed to the above effect, that this subject was brought under discussion during th~
last Session of the Legislative Council by the late Dr. Davie, then Member for
Victoria District, who, speaking of his own knowledge, as he bad been unremitting
in his professional services to Indians as well as to White persons afflicted with.
small-pox, and who, being one of the medical officers appointed by Government
for this purpose, had frequently visited this Reserve on such charitable errands, bore
testimony to the zeal and unthinking disregard of the danger of contagion which had
been exhibited by those to whom the duty of taking care of the Indians during the
late visitation had been entrusted.
I have since ascertained that the deaths from small-pox among the Indians in
1868, amounted to eighty-eight, and th:;tt about two thou~and dollars were expended
by Government in the care of; and medical attendance on these sufferers, and in
the burial of the dead.
Most of the Indians from the outlying districts along the coast fled from the city
in their canoes, by the advice of the authorities, but under no compulsion, at the first
outbreak of the contagion; but, unfortunately, not in time to escape its ravages, for
they carried the infection with them, and those attacked by the dreaded disease on
their way homeward were left by ~heir friends on the shore to perish unattended.
Many Indians died in this way, in addition to those whose deaths were registered; but I am unable to perceive what measures it was in the power of Government
to take, other than those which were adopted for the protection and succour of the
white and Indian population alike.
.
I will only remark further, on the general subject of the coudition of the Indian.
in the colony, that it is unhesitatingly acknowledged to be the peculiar responsibility
of Government to use every endeavour to promote the civilization, education, and
ultimate. christianizatio'n of the native races within our t{)rriwry, and that any
practical $cheme for advancing this object which it would be within the scope of rhe
pecuniary ability of the colony to carry into effect would b€' adopted. with alacrity.
At present this good work is almost exclusively in the hands of the Misfli011ariea
of various denominations, and much has been effected by their labours in those
stations where the Indians under their teaching are not subject to those temptations
which seem almost inevitably to overcome them when brought into cloce COlltact with
the White pupulation of the towns. But Government, although giving c.()rdially to
these missions every countenance and moral support in its power, has fbund it impracticable to grant them any pecuniary aid, from the consideration that by so doint;
it w~uld be involved in the invidious position of appearing to give special state aid to
parti'cul~l' religious bodies.
JOSEPH W. TRUTCH.

APPENDIX

C.

(fopy of part of a letter on Indian Affairs addressed to the Minister of the Interiar,
Ottawa, by Mr. Duncan, May, 1875.

Thus I have sketched the origin and gTowth of lrfetlakahtla, that from the facte
and experience thereby shown, I may ha~e good and safe grounds for recommending
the following simple policy or principals of action to the Government in their future
dealings with the Indians of British Columbia:~~~{f;<tl!
A clear, practical, and satisfactory, Indian policy is now undoubtedly called for,
and is of vital importance to the prosperity of the Province. The problem of Indian
affairs, too, is confessedly difficult and solemn, hence I feel in~duty bound to tender
my humble aid to the Government toward its right solution.
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Not having any personal or party ends to serve, but simply a desire to promote
the spiritual and temporal interests of the Indians with whom my lot is cast, I will
open my mind freely, and trust that what I have to say will be received by the
Government in a like spirit of candour..
Let me then first assure the Government, that I believe the present organization
of the Indian Department in British Columbia can never work successfully, and that
however sincerely desirous those who now exercise the management of Indian affairs
may be to do their duty, to my mind so palpably defective and misdirected are their
labours, that I fear when the, Government andthe public come to look for results, they
will be sorely disappointed.
The first anomaly that strikes one, is the isolated existence of the Department
from the influence and control of the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province.
Such an arrangement, however easy it may work in Provinces nearer Canada,
will prove, I am fully persuaded, both perplexing and injurious to the Indians of
British Columbia. Its tendency will be to lower the Lieutenant-Governor in their
estimation; retard their loyalty; and engender toward the White race antagonism of
interests.
The Governor of the 'Whites being n.o longer regarded as the guardian of their
welfare, they will cease to respect him; while the Indian Commissioner, though he
may succeed in enlisting their friendship, yet, from having no authority among or
over the Whites, will fail to inspire them with that salutary reverence so neces;>ary to
their good government.
.
- It is to be hoped that this impolitic state of things may soon be remedied, and
that, with an Indian Commissioner by his side, the Lieutenant-Governor, as the representative of the Queen, may continue to be looked up to by the Indians as the head
of aU authority and public interests in the Province; and that though they may feel
themselves inferior to the Whites in political and social standing, yet, that at least
they have one and the same Governor, who will administer their affairs as impartially,
and guard their interests as sacredly, as he does those of their otherwise more favored
brethren.
I will now proceed with my suggestions for an Indian policy which I propose to
place under the heads of Surveillance, Reserves and Gifts.
First, Surveillance.-This I conceive to be the proper starting point for comluencing a right policy in Indian affairs; for without surveillance no satisfactory
J'elationship can ever exist between the Government and the Indians.
But in looking at this subject I would ask the Government to lose sight of the
tribal divisions of the Indians, which are so numerous and perplexing, and regard
only the natural division of languages, of which I suppo~e there are some ten or
twelve in the Province; each language being spoken, judging roughly, by about four
to five thousand persons.
To each of these languages, I would recommend the Government to appoint a
Superintendent, or more properly speaking a Sub-Agent who should also be a Justice
()f the Peace. '1'his Sub-Agent should of course reside among his Indians and indentify
himself with their intel"ests. He should be a married man, of a good character, and a
total abstainer from intoxicating drink. He must be a man of courage, patience, of
orderly and industrious habits, and one who could command the respect of his people.
He should possess some knowledge of medicine and of building, and. be of a practical
lnrn of mind. It should be his aim, as soon as possible, to learn the language of his
Indians, and acquaint himself with their country, their pursuits, wants and difficulties j
all which he should duly record and report upon to the Chief Commissioner in the
Province. His duties for the Indians would consist in preserving the peace in their
midf?t, helping any in sickness or distress, teaching and aiding the community to open
up the resources of their country and to build themselves good houses, and thus lead
the way to their becoming an industrious and prosperous people.
I would recommend that at first the Sub-Agent take up his quarters pro. tem. with
the principal Tribe in his district, but that as soon as he shall have become acquainted
witli the country he shall choOSG out \.t good central position for his station or headC
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.<J.uarters, and erect his house on a I;ito ::iuitable for a future native town. Before h~
moves he should make his plans fully known to his Indians and then encourage them
to settle around him, without regard to tribal or sub-tribal distinctions.
As soon as possible after moving to the central station, I would reeOnimend that
he should choose out a native con!;table or two, and gradually increase the staff until
he has a corps sHfficiently strong for aU emergencies. Simultaneously I wOtlld
recommend he should select a Native Council with whom he should deliberate upon
all matters affecting the public weal within his district.
The expense of these two nativc forces would be but trival if the plan fiB at
Metlakahtla be adopted. There the council have only a badge of office, which consists
·of a cape trimmed with scarlet, while the constables have each a simple uniform
.about every five years, and are remunerated for their services only when sent on
i:tpecial duty.
For the protection and encow':lgement of the Sub-Agent, I would recommend
that his station be visited once annually by the Governor or Chief Commissioner, and
that his salary be not less than :fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) a year, with allowancel'l
for medicine and canoe hire.
Next as to Reserves:Here again I would ask 'the Government to lose sight of scattered tribes,and
:rather be prepared when the time eomes to grant a large district for the use and
bene:fit of all the Indians of one language; that is, I would recommend one large
Rescrve for each tongue as the principle t.o be kept in view, and as opposed to having
some ten or :fifteen smaller reserve" for enell language if tribal divisions were followed.·
But in practice this recommendation might require modifying in some cases, as
where the Indians of the same tongue are very much scattered, or are divided by
natural barriers which render their pursuits and means of living so dissimilar that
their coming all on one Reserve is iml}racticable. In such cases two, or at most
three, Reserves might be required.
In addition to the Reserve foJ' each tongue, 1 would earnestly beg the Government
to hold in trust for the bene:fit of each Tribe its respective :fishing station, though it
may not come on the Reserve aml be only occupied (of course) part of the yeal'. To
allow the Whites to pre-empt or occupy such clearings would not only he a great
injustice, but would, I am sure, be a fruitful source of trouble to the Province.
As the question of Reserves is one of vital importance both to the Indians and the
-Government, and serioUB evils may result from precipitancy, I would propose that
the subject wherever possible 13hould lie over until the Government Agent before
alluded to has taken up his position in each district i and after he has learnt the
number, wants, and pursuits of the Indians under his charge, and the nature of their
country, he should duly advise the Government accordingly, thus pointing out the
most suitable locality, and the quantity of land required by his particular Indians.
·Without such advice I cannot see how tllO Government can be expected to act
fairly or wisely in dealing with the subject.
Further, I would suggest as matter for caution that whatever system be adopted
in granting reserves, that the Government will not sanction the establishing of an
Indian Settlement on or neal' the border of a Reserve where it might at once or at sorne
future day be in proximity to a TVhite Settlement, but rather order that all new and
permanent Indian towns 01' villages shall be bnilt as far from the settlement of the .
Whites, or where such settlements are likely to arise, as the Reserve in each case will
allow.
Further, I look to the Reserve question, if rightly settled, greatly to aid in
remedying the present scattered condition of the Indians, and thus rendering them
accessible to the Christian Missionary and Schoolmaster; for unless they become
. more collected it would seem impo~sible that education or civilization should ever
reach them as a whole.
Ne:d as to Gifts:In no matter affecting the Indians can the Government do more good or harm
. than in the mnt.ter of gifts.
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Money may be spent to a large amount upon the Indians and yet tend only to
alienate, ni'lsatisry-, and impoverish them if wrongly applied; whereas a small sum
rightly administered will yield much good, both to the Indians and the country at
large.
The policy of dealing out gifts to individual Indians I consider cannot be too
strongly deprecated, as it is both degrading and demoralizing. To treat the
Indians as paupers is to perpetuate thcir baby-hood· and burdensomenes8. To treat
them as savages, whom we fear and who must be tumed and kept in good temper by
presents, will perpetuate their barbarism and increase their insolence. I would
therefore strongly urge the Government to set their faces against such apoHcy.
The Indians of British Columbia are by no means poor in the usual meaning or
the word, i. e. they are not pOOl' as to resources, but are ignorant, indolent,
and improvident, and hence need a guiding and friendly hand before they can
become a prosperous people. Thus may I recommend the Government in making
pecuniary grants for Indian use, to lose sight of individuals altogether, even chiefs not
excepted, and rather spend the money on Public Works which shall benefit the
community as a whole, and be a palpable and lastin.q evidence of the interest the
Government take in their welfare.
Of course such opening" for thus helping the whole community would be set
before the Government, from time to time, by the Agent, with the consent and
approbation.ofthe Native Council, and each proposition or call for help would stand
er fall on its own merits; but, speaking generally, pecunbry aid might be weH
applied in opening up roads, helping all who built at the Government station to erect
good h011ses, by providing,. say, windows, nails, &c.; also l1"3isting Indianf' in companies to open up any new industry: making this, however, a fundamental rille, only
to assist those who are endeavouring to rise higher in social life, and are law-abidingsubjects of Her Majesty.
. Thus I would have the Government to employ their money grants, and the
Agent his energies principally to build up a good and substantial Native town for ea,h
language, and as central as possible for all the Tribes of the same tongue.
These central Government stations being started, a Government Sclwol might be
established in each, and good openings would thus be made for Religious Societies to
step in with their aid, and no doubt a Minister would soon be provided for each such
station, and thus for each tongue in the Province.
The three gentlemen-the Agent, the Minister, and the Schoolmaster-thus
severally employed, and aiding and encouraging each other, might reasonably be
expected to bring about such a state of things as would warrant the town, at no very
diStant date, being incorporated, and have its own Native Magistrate, and thus ceaseto belong to the Indian Department or need an Indian policy.
WILJ.JIAM DUNCAN.

A..,pPllNDIX
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Mt. Dwnc<ln to the Hon. G. A. Walkem.
VICTORIA, 6th July, 18'75.
Sm,-Having read over the correspondence between the Provincial Government
and the Indian Department, in reference to the question of Land Reserv.es for the
Indians, I have now the honor to submit to you, for the consideration of the Govern- .
ment, the following remarks which contain my views on the subject:
,
Of the urgency and importance of the land question, and its vital bearing on the
peace and prosperity of the Province, there can be no doubt. The Provincial Government will, I feel sure, readily C'!1d(}rse all that ft~)pf)~W~ in the correspondence ou
the";t) pointli.

"
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The questIons to settle appeHJ' to be;1. Who among the Indians shall be entitled to land?
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2. What number of acres shall be granted to each Indian so entitled ?
3. What is to be done with existing Reserves?
. Taking the first question.oThe mode approved by the Government appeari; to be, that each family of five if'
to receive certain lands, while some of their correspondents urge rather to regard
MJery male adult as eligible. With the latter idea I fully concur, as it seems to me tha
only workable course to pursue.
I should pity the officer appointed to carry out the arrangement about families ;.
nothing but complication and annoyance would ensue, and ultimately (in my
opinion) the plain would be thrown aside as untenable.
As to the second question:The Dominion Government ask for eighty (80) acres for eaeh family of fivepersons, while the Provincial Government offer only twenty (20) acres for such
family.
I cannot believe the great difference between the demand in the ono case, and.
the offer on the other, denotes the comparative respect for the Indians' welfare S:lS
held by the two Governments. No; I am persuaded that the whole difference spring.
from the fact that no definite information is before the Provincial Government as to
the number and pursuits of the Indians in respective localities or the kind of land to
be reserved for their use.
I can fully understaud that the 'Provincial Government are reluctant to impede·
the progH~ss of the Province by handing over to the Indians what might in somelocalities :prove to be the whole of the cultivable lands, without their having much
~rospect or any guarantee that such lands will be utilized; hence I beg to make thefollowing suggestions ; - .
1st. That no basis of acreagi for Reserves be fixed for the Province as a whole
but rather that each nation of Indians be dealt with separately on their respectivlt
olaims.
.
2nd. 'That for the proper adjustment of such claims let the Dominion and th.
Provincial Governments each provide an Agent to visit the Indians and report fully
as to the number and pursuits of each nation, and tne kind of country they severally
occupy.
.
3rd. That the Provincial Government deal a8 liberally with the Indians as other'
Provincial Governments in the Dominion. My opinion is that a liberal policy will
prove the cheapest in the end i but I hold it will not be necessary in the interests of
the Indians to grant them only cultivable lands; rather I would recommend that a
large proportion of their Reserves should be wild and forests lands, [and henoo
may be very extensive without impoverishing the Province, and at tho same
time 80 satisfactory to the Indians as to allay all irritation and jealousy towards theWhites.
.
4th. I think the Provincial Government might reasonably insist upon this with
th~ Dominion Government,-that n<1 Indian shall be allowed to alienate any part of a
Reserve, and in case of a Reserve being abandoned, or t.he Indians on it decreasing,
lIO that its extent is dispropol'tioned to the number of occupants, that such Reserve or
part of a Reserve might revert to the Provincial Governmeat.
As to the third question:The existing Reserves are shown to be by t.he correspondence both irregular :iD;
quantity and misplaced as to locality by following tribal divisions, which is no doubt
a mistake and fraught with bad consequences.
My advice would be in the meantime simply to ignore them, a8 it certainly would
not be wise to regard them as a precedent, and it would be impolitic to have two·
.ystems of Reserves in the Province,-one tribal and the other national. .
My opinion is that if the Dominion Government wilijestablish Sub-Agents for each
language or nation of Indians, and place and employ those Agents as I have
recommended, that the Indi::nR will without :.I:Y outside pressure, be drawn amI
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,gradually gather round such Agency, and ultimately be willing to abandon the small
and petty Reserves they now occupy; and especially so, if the Provincial Government
,offer to compensate them for the improvements or clearing of any lands they ftJ·~
willing to resign.
.
I enclose you a copy of part of a letter I have lately had the honour to present to
the Indian Department at Ottawa on Indian affairs.
I have, &c.,
WILLIAM DUNCAN.

Copy of a Report of a Committee oj the Bonorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency the Governor General in Council, on the 10th November 1875.

The Committee of Council have had under consideeation the Minute in Council
of' the Government of British Oolumbia of the 18th August last, adopting the
recommendations contained in a memorandum of' the local Attorney General as the
·expression of the views of that Government as to the best method of bringing about
.a settlement of the Indian land question, and submitting those recommendations for
the consideration and assent of the Government of the Dominion.
They have a1:,;0 had before them the memorandum from the Hon. Mr. Scott,
Mting in the absence of the Hon, the }finistel' of the Interior to whom the abo,e
mentioned document:,; were l'efel'lod, awl they l'es:poctfnHy ]'epol't their concurrence in
the recommendations therein submitted, and adYiBe that a copy thereof and of .thil:$
minute be tmnsmitted for the consideration of the Government of British Columbia.
Certified.
W, A, HI MSWORTH,
Clerk Privy Oouncil .
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DEPARflIENT OF THE INTERIOR.
OTTAWA, 5th November 1875.

.1.Wemo'l'andwn.
'. The undersigned has had under consideration the Report of the Executive
'Council of British Columbia of the 18th August last, adopting the l'ecomme».datiom:,
contained in a memorandum of the local Attorney General, the Hon. Geo. A. Walkem,
as the expression of the views of that Government as to the best method of bringing
about a settlement of the Indian land question, and submitting those recommendationfl.
for the consideration and assent of the Government of the Dominion.
The action of the British Columbia Government in this matter was no doubt
brought about by the Order of Your Excellency in Council of the 4th November
last, on the subject of the Indian Reserves of British Columbia, which was communicated officially to the British Columbia Govern"ment by the Secretary of State.
The suggestions contained in 1\1:1'. Walkem's memorandum aud adopted by the
Order in Council of the British Columbia Government, are as follows ; 1. That no basis of acreage for Indian Heserves be fixed for the Province Us a
whole, but that each Nation (and not Tribe) of Indians of the same language be dealt
with separately.
2. That for the proper adjustment of Indian claims, the Dominion Government
do appoint an Agent to reside with each Nation.
3, That Reserves of land be set aside fol' each nationality of Indians, such
Reserves to contain, in addition to agricultural land, a large proportion of wild and
torest land. Every application for a Reserve shall be accompanid by a report from
the Agent having charge of the Nation for whom the Reserve is intended; and snch
Report shall contain a census and give a description of the habits and pursuits, and
.of the nature and quantity of land required for the use of such nation.
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4. That each Reserve shall be held in trust for the use and benefit of the Nation
of Indians to which it has been allotted, and in the event of any material increase or
decrease hereafter of the members of a Nation occupying a Reserve, such Reserve
shall be enlarged or diminished as the case may be, so that it shall bcal' a fair proportion to the member& of the Nation occupying it. The extra land required for any
Reserve shall be allotted from vacant Crown Lands, and any land taken off a Reserve
shall revert to the Province.
5. That the present local Reservcil oe surrendered by the Dominion to the
Province a8 soon as may be convenient, the Peovince agreeing to give fair compensation for any improvements or clearings made upon any Reserve which may be
surrendered by the Dominion and accepted by t.he Pro-dnce.
The suggestions in question are stated by II{I'. Walkem as having been made by
Mr. Duncan in a letter which is appended to the Order in Council.
The undersigned would remark .that the suggestions as give,ll by Mr. Duncan in
the letter in question, do not correspond precisely with the propositions formulated
by Mr. Walkem.
.
.
Mr. Duncan's suggestions are as follows:. 1. That no basis of acreage for Reserves be fixed for the Province as a whole,
but rather that each Nation of Indians be dealt with separately on their respective
claims.
2. That for the proper adjustment of such claims let the Dominion and
the Provincial Governments, each provide an Agent to visit the Indians, and report
fully as to t.he number and pursuits of each Nation, and the kind of country they
severally occupy.
.
3. That the Provincial Government deal as liberally with the Indians as other
Provincial Governments in the Dominion. My opinion is that a liberal pr)licy will
'prove the cheapest in the end; but I hold it will not be necessary in the interests of
the Indians to grant them only cultivable lands: rather I would recommend that a
large portion of their Reserves should be wild and forest lands, and hence may be
very extensive without impoverishing the l'rlY,ince, and at the same time so satisfactory, to the Indians as to allay all irntatioll :md jealousy towards the Whites.
. ' 4. I think the Provincial Governrnent might reasonably insist upon this with
the Dominion Government that no Indian shv.ll be allowed to alienate any part of a
Reserve, and in ca,':le of any Reserve being abandoned, or the Indians on it decreasing,
80 that its extent is disproportioned to the number of occupant&1, that such Reserve,
or part of a Reserve, might revert to the Provinci:tl Government.
Mr. Duncan adds: "The existing Reserves are shewn to be by the cOl'l'espon., dence both irregular in quantity and misplaced as to locality by following tribal
"divisions, 'is no doubt a mistake and fraught with bad consequcnces."
.
" My advice would be in the mean time simply to ignore them, a" it certainly
"would not be wise to regard as a precedent, and it would be impolitic to have two
"systems of' Reserves in the Province, one tribal and the othel' nationaL"
, Itw~n.be observed that Mr. Walk~m speaks of the appointment of an Agent by
the DOmInIOn Government, whereas, Mr. Duncan proposes that the Dominion and
Provincial Government~ shall each provide an Agent to visit t.he Indians and report
upon the question of Reserves.
While t.he undersigned is of opinion that in view of the very large experience
Mr. Duncan has had amongst the Indi.ans of Bl'itish Coitlmbia, and the m~trvcllou"
success which has attended his labors amongst them, that gentleman's suggestion;;
on matters of' Indian policy are entitled to the gl'oatest weight, and while ho concurs
entirely in the general principles enunciated by Mr. Duncan, yet he thinks that both
the snggestions of Mr. Duncan, and the propositions of Mr. Walkem, aLiopteJ by
the Government of' British Oolumbia in thell' m:;wte of the 8th August, fail to provide a prompt and fimt] ;,~ttlement of this loag penc!i;;;; controversy.
Mr. Walkem provides merely that the .Agont "lmllmake an application for a
Reservo and report upon the subject, and Ny. lJnnc<Ul recommends thattheD)minion
and ProvinOlal Agents ahall report merely as to the number and pnr8uits of the
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Indians. Looking to Mr. Walkem's admission" that the Indians have undonbt.¢'ly
"become discontented and that they are restless and uneasy as to their future;" and
to his further statement" that the Local Government have been keenly aliv.e 'hot
"only to the advantage but to the absolute necessity and urgent ,importanve of~a
" speedy settlement of all the qnestions connected with their Reserves," and again, W
Mr. Duncan's expression of opinion" as to the urgency and importance of the land
"question and its vital bearing on the peace and prosperity of the Province," the
undersigned submits that no scheme for the settlement of this question C3.n be held
to be satisfactory which does hot provide for its prompt and final adjustment.
In lieu therefore of the propositions submitted by Mr. Walkem and sanctioned by
the Order in Council of the British Columbia Government, the undersigned would
respectfully propose the following:
1. That with a view to the speedy and final adjustment of the Indian Reserve
question in British Columbia on a satisfactory basis, the whole matter be referred to
throo Commissioners, one to be appointed by the Government of the Dominion, one
by the Government of British Columbia, and the third to be named by the Dominion
and Local Governments jointly.
". 2.' That the said Commissioners shall as soon as practicable after theu' appointmerit meet at Victoria ·and make arrangements to visit with all convenient speed, in
Bucb order as may be found desirable, each Indian Nation (meaning by Nation all
Indian Tribes speaking the same language) in British Columbia, and after full inquiry
on the spot into all matters affecting the question, to fix and determine foreatih
Nation separately the number, extent and locality of the Reserve or Reserves tobo
aflowod toit.
3. That in determining the extent of the Reserves to be granted to the Indians
of British Columbia, no basis of acreage be fixed for the Indians of that Province as
a: whole, but that ea,ch Nation of Indians of the same language be dealt with
separately.
,
. 4. That the Commissioners shall be guided generally by the spirit of the terms
of Union between the Dominion and the Local Governments which contemplates a
"liberal policy" being pursued towards the Indians, and in the ca~e of each
particular Nation regard shaH be had to the habits, wants and pursuits of such
Nation, to the amount of territory available in the region occupied by them, and to
tho claims of the White settlers.
'; 5. That each Reserve shall be held in trust for the UBe and benefit of the Nation of
Indians to which it has been allotted, and in the event of any material increase
deerease hereafter 9f the members of a Nation occupying a Reserve, su('h Reserve
slucll be enlarged 01' diminished as the case may be, 80 that it shall bear a fair proportion ~o the members of the Nation occupying it. The extra land required for any
Reserve shall be ·allotted from Crown Lands, and any land taken off a Reserve shall
revert to the Province.
6. That so soon as the Reserve or Reserves for any Indian nation shall have been
fixed and determined by the Commissioners as aforesl',id, the existing Reserves
belongillg to such Nation, so fat· as they are not in whole or in part included in such
new Rebervc or Reserves so determined by the Commissioners, shall be surrendered
by the Dominion to the Local Government so soon as may be convenient, on the
latter paying to the former, for tne benefit of the Indians, such compensation for any
clenrings or improvements made on any Reserve so surrendered by the Dominion and
accepted by the Province, as may be thought reasonable by the Commissioners
aforesaid.
It will be observed that the preceding paragraphs Nos. 3, 4, 5, and 6, are
substantially the same as those 'submitted in the memorandum of Mr. Walkem,
approved by the Order in Council of the British Columbia Government.
The undersigned would further recommend that each Commissioner be paid by
the Government appointing him, and that the third Commissioner be allowed $10 per
day while acting, and that his pay ~tnd other expenses be borne equally by the
DOminion find L>ocs,l Governmentfl; and th'l undersigned would· further recomme&d
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that if this memorandum be approved by Your Ercellency,

fi

copy thereof and of the

Minu.te of Council passed thereon, be communicated to His HODor the Lieut.-Governor
of British Columbia for the cousideration of his Government, and that another copy
be:- placed in Your ];Jxcellenoy's hands for transmission to the Right Honorable ,the
Secretary of State for the Colonies.
!1'he whole respectfully submitted.
R. W. SCOTT,

Acting Minister of t"M Interior.
The Earl of Oarnarvon to the Earl of IJufferin.
(

DOWNING STREET, 19th December, 18'2'5.
My LORD,-I have the honour to acknowledge the I'eceipt of Your Lordship'.i
deepatch No. 158, of the 17th NovembeJ', enclosing, with other papel's, a copy ofa
Report of' a Committee of the Privy Couneil on a memorandum of tho Acting
Minister of thc Interior relating to the course proposed to be adopted with the view
to a satisfactorJ: settlement of questions' connected with the Indians of British
Columbia.
,
I observe with much gratification that. a cordial co-operation in this matter
seems to be established between the Dominion and Provincial Governments, and I
trust that their efforts will be attended with success, I feel satisfied that their conelusions will he dictated by an enlightened spirit of humanity and 'regard for the beat
interests of the Indi&n population.
I have, &c.,
CARNARVON.

PM Under ,Secretary of Stat~ for Gan.ada to th~ Minister of the Interior.
OXTAW!A, 31st January, 1876.
Snt,-Adverting to previouA correspondence on the subject, I am directed ..to.
, transmit to yon, herewith a copy of a deapatch from His Honor the
8th Jauuary, 76. Lieut~nant Governor of British Columbia, and of the Minute of hi!
.u; j~ua.ry, '76. Executive Council therein referred to on the Rubjeet of the IndUut
land question in that Province.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
EDWARD J. LANGl'JVIN,
Under Secreta.ry of State .

.K" H.oM,- Li~tenant Governor Trutch to the Secretary of State for Canada,
BRITISH COLUMBIA,
GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

8th January, 1876.
Sll1,-With reference to vour despatch of the 15th uitimo,* and the order of
"Memo.
His Excellency the Governor General in Council, therewith trans:hould be
mitted,
on the subject of the Indian land question in British 001b
OTem er.
umbia, the receipt of which was acknowledged by my despatch No. 72,
llillute or Oouncil. of the 4th ult., I have the honor to enclose, herewith, lor submission to
His Excellency the Governor Generlj,l, a Minute of my Executive
De.patch of Council advising that the proposals conveyed in th~ Order ofHis ExoelL~ui.-G(),.em()r. lene v the Governor General in Council. above referred to, And which Are
~t
afresh in the l\linllt'il of my COuncil ~ow ~n610sed, be accept«l
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In accordance with that advice 1 have to"Htate for His Excellencv'H information
that this Government accepts the said Pl'oposals, I have also to enci'ose a copy of a
desp~.tch to Her Majesty's Principal Secretal'." of State for the Colonies, which
uIJon the advice of my Council, I have this day addressed to that 11inif'tm', covering
acopy of the Minute of Conncil, heTewith h:msmitted,
I have, &0.,
JOSEPH W.TRUTCH.

His HOllor Lieutenant Governor Trutch to the Earl of Carnarvon :
BRITISH

COL UMBI.:\.

GOVERNMENT H{)uSE,
8th Jan~lary, 18'16.
My LOltD,-I have the honor to fOl'ward herewith for Your Lord8hip's information
Minute of Council, upon the advice of my Ministers, a minute of my Executive
6th January, lS76.
Council on tho flubject of the Indian bnd Question in British
Columbia, in reference to whi'Jh this Government. was apprized by the Government
of the Dominion in October, 1874, that a communication would be addressed to Your
- Lordship conveying the views of that Government, and I beg to state, that. in acc01'dance wit.h the desirc of my Councn, I have this day, by despatch to the Secretary of
Statc for Canada, signified the acceptance of thifl Government for the settlement of
this question, and which arc set forth in the Minute of' Council now enclosed.
I have, &c., ,
J. W. TRUTCH.

Copy Of a Report of a Committee of the Honorable the Executive Council, approved by His
.
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor on the 6th day oj January, 1876.
On a memorandum dated the 31'd day of January, 18'16, from the Honorable the
Attorney General, reporting upon a minute of the' Honorable the Privy Council of
Canp,da, bearing date t.he· 10th November, 18'15, and m!tking the following proposjtions for the settlement of the Indian land question in this Province.
1st. That the adjustment of the question be referred to three Commissioners,
one to be appointed by the Dominion Government, one by this Government, and the
third to be jointly name~ by the two Governments.
2nd. That the Commissioners shall meet as soon after their appointment as
possible at Victoria, and make arrangement.s to visit with all convenient speed, in
such order as may be fonnd desirable, each Indian Nation (meaning Nat.ional Indian
Tribes speaking' the SRme language) in British Columbia, and after full enquiry on
t.he spot into all matters affecting' the question, to fix and determine for each Nati?n
separately the numLer, ext~nt and locality of the Reserve or Reserves to be allowed to It.
3I'd. That in determining the extent of the Reseryes to be granted, no basis of
acreage be fixed, but that each Nation oflndians be dealt with separately.
. 4th. That the Commisf>ione]'s shall be guided generally by the spirit of the
,British Columbia Terms of U niml, which contemplates a libel'al policy being pursued
towards the Indinn". and in tho mise of each Nation, regard shall be had to the habits,
wants and pursnits of such nation to tho amount of territory available in the region
<lccupieJ by them, and to the claims of the White Rettlers.
5th. That each Resel've shall be held in trust for the usc and benefit of the
Nation to which it haB been allotted, and in the event of any material increase ot'
dem'ease hereafter of the members of a Nation occupying a Reserve, SU(lh Reserve
shall be enlarged 01' diminished as the case may be, so that it shall bear a fair proportion to the members of the Nation occupying it. The extra land required for any
Reserve shall be allot.ted from Crown Lands. and any land tak~n orr a P..eserve shaH
revert to the Province.
..
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6th. That as soon as the Reserve or Reserves for anvlndian Nation shall have
been fixed and determined by the Commissioners, the existing Reserves belonging to
such Nation so far as they are not in whole or in part included in such new Reserve
or Reserves so determined bv the Commissioners, shall be surrendered bv the
Dominion to the Local Govermnent as soon as may be convenient, on the latter paying
to the former for the benefit of the IndianR such compensation for any clearings or
improvements made on any ~eserve so surrendered by the Dominion and accepted
by the Province, as may be thought reasonable by the Commissioners aforeRa.id.
7th. That such Commlf'sionerl':l be paid by the Govcl'nmerlt appointing him, and
that the third Commissioner be allowed $10 per day while acting, and that his pay
and other expenses be borne equally by the Dominiou and Provincial Governments.
The Attorney General remarks that all the proposal::; except the fi1';;t two are
virtually those made by this Government in their late minute on the ~ubject.
With re:,;pect to the appointment of Commissj.oner:; us suggested instead of
Agent,;, the Committee feel that strictly speaking, the Province shou1d not be respon"ib1e for any portion of the expem;e connected with the charge or maoagement of"
. Tncljan Affairt; which ,~,re entrusted by the 'Terms of Union to the Dominion Government, but regarding a final 8ettlemel'lt ot the land question a·s most urgent and most
important to the peace and prospel'ity of the Province, they are of opinion and advise
that all thH propeClals mentioned, one to seven inclusive, be accepted.
The Committee therefore request that if this minute be approved, Your Excel·
lency will be pleased to inform the Dor:oinion Government th~t the above propo8Qls,
have been assented to, and also to cantle a ropy hereof to be f01'warded to the Right
HODorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
Certified.
W. J. ARMSTRONG,
.
Minister of ji'inance, and..Olerk to the EXtC1,ltive Oo-uncil.
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