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Spanish, mt.,

7 =ay, 1942,

The Secretnry,
“Indinn Affnirs franch,

Tep-rtmant of 1ines & Tlesoureces,
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INDIAN AFFAIRS

CANADA ¥ !
DEPARTMENT ==

OF R $

MINES AND RESOURCES

Ottawa, November 11, 1942.

Memorandum:
MR. JACKSO LK 1}

P

I am sending-forward herewith File No. 36-0-24,
Spsntsh-ﬂesidential Sehool Audit.

The Spanish School has at this date an enrolment

of 250 pupils, for which we allow per cepita grant of £1€0,

paid on the basis.of 92.24%., This school, the only residen-

t1a1 school operated by the Jesuit Order in Canada, consists

of two main buildings, both of stone construction - one for

. girls and the other for boys. In addition to the mailn :
buildings, there are the ordinary outdoor buildings - barns,

stables, machine sheds, ete.

—_—

This school has been operated at a loss over &
period of years, despite frequent changes in the principal-
ship. The present Prineipal, Father Primeau, who was recently
appointed, visited the Department twice during the summer
months. He intimated at that time that the boys! building,
particularly the interior, was in a somewhat deplorable con-
It was his °
intention, also, at that time to underteke a certain amount.
of recons%ruction with the object of enlarging the dormitories.
The small dormitories that existed at that time were, in his
judgment, very insanitary. In view of the large enrolment
and the fact that this is the only Catholic residential school
_4in the eastern sectlon of Ontario and the school to which we
send a great many orphans from the province of Quebec, it was
decided to allow Father Primeau $1,000 for repairs. The, :
paint referred to by you in our telephone conversation will
form part of this allowance. This 1s,"as you have stated, 2
church-owned school. The expenditures on repairs at this
school, however, have been very low over a long period of
years. You will note, in the audit statement, that the
church authorities have been. spending gubstantial sums”
on the repair of these buildings from year to year.

I would certainly appreciate it if a definite

decision were reached in respect to the policy of the Govern-

ment on the repalr, operation and general upkeep of these

church-owned residential schools. I am convinced, after my
in - a report of which will reach

recent visit to Mount Elg ;
you in due course--—that these residential schools should

either be kept in a good state of repair or closed. I do
not suppose, however, that the purchase of paint would mean
much one way or the other. If we are_to work in close co-
operation with these principals, there has got to be a
certaln amount of "Give and Take" on both sides.

~ 1 should like to direct your attention partic-
ularly to the -salaries paid to the staff at this instit-
ution. Were. it not for the willingness of the members of
this staff to accept a nominal salary, the institution could
not operate under the present financlal arrangement.

ing that a delegation repres-

It is my understand
{ster toward the

enting the churches will interview the Min

. pc?-'vvoln'-
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end of December. It has occurred to me that the :
operation, repalr and upkeep of our residential schools,
-particularly the church-owned schools, might be care-
fully reviewed at that time.

) Wi s

P I e

AV .o
i GEC 2 1942 §

/. '?&&;ﬁ Hqle :
uﬁﬁtiyﬁ elfl and| Training.

¥r. Hoey:

I dlacusant this matter with the Minlaster. - -
e inquired what hed been the practice in the past regard-
. inr the asslsatanco pranted to the churches i respect to
: povernment-ownod and church-owned institutlons and if the,
. policy vaa differont in regard to the two clagsos of schools.
e exprossed the view that 1t would be interosting to hove
. a statemont prepored showing - say ovor a period of the
t1pst five years - what money had been spent In repairs,
Bl oither directly by the Government or by way of grant to
" both clasans, showing aaparately the achools operated by
the . Roman Cathollc church and thoso operated by the other —-
denominations. Vould thsra'ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁEﬁ_f?aﬁbtnﬁin preparing

this statemont?

Tn so far as tho partleular roquest 1is concernod
for the repalrs to the Spanish Indian Residential School, the
last audit statement showing the joint operatlions of both the
boys and girls achools would indicante that they sre not belng ..
operated at a losn. Under-the cirenmstances, therefore, and <
in view of the present need for economy, it 1s thought that
the church should be aaked to lool after this expemnse.

Qe
Chief Executive Assistant.

Novamber 25, 1942.
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TOTAL COBT OF REPAIRE AT
BPANIBH INDIAN RESIDENTIAL BCHOOL
for Fiscal Years 1935-36 to 1941-42 inclusive

1935-26 © - $878.17
' 1036-37 - . 529,687 -

1937-38 - 628.14!

f‘i '1938-39 - 1,750.,75
1939-40 - 1,365.58
1940-41 - 943.08
1941-42 ‘- ' 805.93

=
Total - 6,902.22
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